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A Narrator of the Life, 4 T: bil, Convittiob 
and Execution of Miſs Brandy, far 
Parricide, intermixed with Memoirs of the 


Life, Intrigues, and Adventures of Capt. 


Cn ANSTOUN, 


APT.AIN WILLIAM HENRY 
CRANSTOUN was born of a noble 
| family in Scotland; the paternal eſtate, 
however, is net very large; and as the 
Captain was but a younger ſon, the fortune 
which was left him, was no more than 500 1. 
the intereſt of which at 5 per. cent. was his 
whole ſubſiſtence, to be paid him by his elder 
brother, in whole hands the principal was veſted, 
To help him out of this narrow ſituation, his 
friends got him a commiſſion in the army. But 
the Captain being intoxicated with the bigh 
notions of his nobility, could not confine his 
expences to his 1 income; but an affectation of 
politeneſs of taſte in all the faſhionable diver- 
Ras: reduced him to ſuch ſtreights and diffi- 


culties, as often put him upon unwarrantable 
means to remedy. 
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As a relief for his urgent necedlities, he 
ght his beſt way be to marry a wo- 
of fortune. Accordingly he found one to 
his liking, whoſe fortune, tho' not great, yet 
as large as he could expect, conſiderin 

the ſmall jointure he could fettle her. in, an 

that he had but little more than his- commiſſion 


to maintain him and his family. This, how-/ 


er, with a tolerable œconͤomy, would have 
n a pretty proviſion. But as frugality 
was not his talent, we ſhall foon fee to 
* terrible dilemmas his profuſion carried 
UM. * | | 

In the year 1746, the regiment he belonged 


————— 


to, having ſuffered pretty much in the late Re- 


lion, his colonel ſent him a recruiting into 
xfordfhire. Coming to Henley upon "Thames, 
> paid a vifit to Lord Mark Ree, his uncle, 
was then ſettled in that neighbourhood. 
It happened, that Miſs Mary Blandy was there 
on a vilit at the ſame time, who, the Captain be- 
fore had heard, was a great fortune. Here 
ir acquaintance commenced; and from 
at hour he began to ſcheme out meaſures 
get poſſeſſion both of her perſon and for- 
e. 

Mifs Mary Blandy was, at that time, about 
enty ſix years of age, only daughter of Mr. 
Francis Blandy, Attorney at law, and 
wn-clerk of Henley ia Oxfordſhire, who 
ried the daughter of Mr. Serjeant Ste- 


ns. 
As they had no iſſue of their e but 
daughter, they were extremely fond of her; 
nd therefore made it their whole ſtudy to fur- 
iſh her with the beſt . 


2 
" 9 > * 
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' of Mary Brandy. 3 
ſex. This taſk her mother undertook; and 
not only inſtructed her in thoſe rudiments of 
knowledge which were proper for one of her 
rank, but likewiſe inftilled into her the principles 
of religion and piety. 

Miſs ſoon diſcovered a happy genius, in im- 
bibing and improving the endowments given her 
by her mother. As to her temper, ſhe was 
ſprightly, affable, and polite; and with reſpe& 
to her perſon, though ſhe could not be reckoned 
a beauty, yet was agreeable, and her conver- 
ſation engaging. | 

With regard to Mr. Blandy her father; he 
lived in great reputation, his buſineſs flouriſhing, 
and well reſpected by all forts of people. Thus 
happily fituated, he thought it a piece of policy 
to cheriſh the good opinion the world enter- - 
tained of him, and his opulent circum- 
ſtances, in order that ſome gentleman of 
eſtate might feek his alliance in the Marriage of 
his daughter. 3 

But be this as it will, the young lady was cried 
up for a great fortune, and i drew 
a great number of admirers and viſitants to her 
father's houſe. But among all her adorers, none 
were ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed as the gentle- 
men of the army; and indeed, Mr. Blandy 
himſelf was ſo delighted with the converſation 
of theſe officers, that he was never better pleaſed 
_ when he entertained fome of them at his 
table. 5 

It is eaſy to imagine, that when ſhe was ar- 
rived at years of maturity, ſhe had an inclina- 
tion to marry; and that ſeveral diſappointments 
ſhe had met with, by the diſlike of her father 
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which was, to be fond of applauſe, with an af- 
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to the offers that had been made, had pretty 
uch ſoured her temper, and even raiſed in her 
mind a prejudice againſt her father; as appeared 
plain enough from her ſaying, that the old gentle- 
man did not uſe her well ; that when likely offers 
were made, he found means to evade giving his con- 
nt for her marriage, becauſe he did nat chuſe to give 
per a fortune, | 7 
But among all Miſs Blandy's admirers, her 
gore eſpecial regards were for the gentlemen of 
he army; and it was generally ſuppoſed ſhe 
vas on the point of marriage with one Capt; 
þ TOWER „ With whom ſhe frequently walked in 
the fields and meadows about Henley, and ſeemed 
very fond of him on all occaſions; but what- 
ever was the reaſon, this match was not conclu- 
ded,” Upon which Capt. Cranſtoun reſolved to 
puſh his fortune. 7 | 
Cranſtoun was then about forty fix years of 


age; and though of a mean aſpect, yet was poſ- 


ſeſſed of ſome talents that generally take with 
the fair ſex; that is a genteel behaviour, com- 
plaiſance -and polite flattery; to which if we 
add the honour and title of his own family, 
and his relation to others of the nobility, there 
is no wonder that either Mr. Blandy or his daugh- 


ter ſhould entertain and careſs him in an extra- 


ordinary manner, | 
After the Captain's firſt accidental interview 


with Miſs at Lord Mark Kerr's, being much de- 


lighted with her converſation, and much more 
ſo when he underſtood ſhe was a great fortune, 
ſoon found means to inſinuate himſelf into the 
acquaintance of her father, Which was not v 

difficult to do after a man knew his weak ſide; 


tion 
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feQation of familiarity and friendſhip with men 
of figure and eminence. | 

Cranſtoun knew how to turn this foible to 
his own advantage. Accordingly he made fre- 
quent viſits in Mr. Blandy's family, where he 
never failed of making a parade of his nobie birth, 
and great alliances; by which means he gained 
ſo great a ſhare in the old gentleman's favour, 
that he was never eaſy but when he enjoyed the 
Captain's company; who, at length, became, 
as it were, one of his family, lodged at his 
houſe, conftantly fed at his table; and con- 
ſequently had all the opportunities he could 
des, ot puſhing his deſign on the young 

ady, | 

That he was perfect maſter of the art of 
courtſh'p, is evident from hence; that he was 
capable of making an impreſſion on the heart of 
a lady, who was remarkable for the excellence 
of her underſtanding, and who could not but 
ſee the deſpicable figure her lover made; dimi- 
nitive in his ſtature, disfigured by the ſmall-pox 
to ſuch a degree, that his face appeared in ſeams, 
blear-eyed and of a very mean aſpect. Vet, not- 
withſtanding all theſe diſadvantages, he was able 
to ſurmount all difficulties, and gain an abſolute | 
command of the lady's affections, - 

'The Captain perceiving he had made no 
fmail progreſs in her good opinion, took ad- 
vantage ot a declaration ſhe herſelf made, in a, 
converſation they had upon the topic of love I 
for ſhe told him of an advantageous match that 
had been made to her, but was afraid the gen- 
* tleman was not formed to make her happy',. 
whereupon Cranſtoun naturally aſks her whe- 
ther ſhe did not prefer mutual love to the gran - 

| B 2 deur 
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© deur of life?“ and her anſwer (ſtill more un- 
guarded than her declarations) that ſhe pre- 
© ferred the man ſhe loved and eſteemed be» 
fore all others, gave him a fair opportuni- 
1 to make a free and undiſguiſed offer of his 
ove. | . | 

But, in order to convince her of his ſinceri- 
ty, and to prevent her ſurprize from any intelli- 
gence ſhe might afterwards receive, he introduces 
his propoſal, by informing her, that he had a 
very intricate affair then depending in Scotland, 
which was no Jeſs than a charge of being mar- 
ried to another woman, the validity of which 

was to be tried in a Court of Judicature;z and ſo 
confident was he of the ſhare he already had in 
her affections, that he very modeſtly afled her, 
if ſhe loved him well enough to ſtay till this 
* affair was determined.” Her condeſcenſion in 
the reply is equally remarkable: if my papa and 
mama would approve of my ſtaying for you, 1 
« readily conſent thereto? _ 
This courtſhip, however, was not managed 

ſo ſecretly, but it came to the ear of Lord Mark 
Kerr, the Captain's uncle, who immediately 
informed Mr. Blandy, that fo he might preſerve 
the honour of his family, and his daugh- 
ter from ruin; aſſuring him, that Mr. Cran- 
_ had ther” a wife and children in Scot- 
and, 

Mr. Blandy was greatly alarmed, and in- 
. acquainted his daughter with it, and 
ikewiſe the Captain; ſhe was not at all ſurprized 
at the news, being before prepared for it; and 
as to the Captain, he put on a good aſſurance, 
declared that it was no more than a little ſcene 


of gallantry; that he had entered into an idle 
| 2 contract 


of MARY Brandy, y 
contract with a girl in Scotland, but that 
he was never legally married; that he was 
able to ſet it aſide without the leaſt diffi- 
culty, and that he would ſoon do it by an ap- 

eal. 

. The mother, it ſeems, was no leſs infatuated 
than her love ſick daughter. For when the Cap- 
tain averred upon his ſoul that he never was 
married, ſhe only replied, very well, I will take 
your word for that,, which, if not true, muſt ne- 
—_— be the utter ruin of her only and beloved 
child! | 

But though the Captain. ſeemed to make light 
of this affair of the Scots marriage, and car- 
ried it off with an air of indifference; yet in- 
wardly he was tergibly chagrined that his. uncle 
ſhould make ſuch an unlucky and unſeaſonable 
2 diſcovery, which he was Rofible would be an 
eternal bar to the great project he had of better- 
ing his fortune, if he could not contrive ſome 
ſcheme to get his firſt marriage annulled, not that 
he had any objection to the perſon, or conduct, 
or virtue of his wife; but ſo long as he was 
obliged to maintain her and her children, - his 
means for his own ſupport were ſo ſmall, 
that he could not make that figure in life, to 
which his ambition aſpired. * 

Having beat his brains for ſome time to find 
an expedient to help him out of this emergency; 
he could think of no better than to perſuade her 
to diſown him for a huſband: for which pur- 
poſe he writes her a letter to the effect follow- 
ing, vi. 

That having no other way of riſing to preferment, 
but in the army, he, had but little ground to expect 
advancement there, ſo long as it was known he was 
B 3 incumbered 
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incumbered with a wife and family; but could he 


ence paſs for a ſingle man, he had not the leaſt doubt 
7 being quickly preferred; which would procure 

im @ ſufficiency to maintain her as well as pra o 
in a genteeler manner than now he was able to do. 
All therefore (adds he) I hade to requeſt of you, is, 
that you will tranſcrib the incloſed copy of a letter, 


wherein you diſotun me for a huſband, put your mai- 


den name to it, and ſend it me by the poſt ;, all the uſe 
T ſhall make of it will be, to procure my advance- 
ment, which will neceſſarily include your own benefit. 
In full aſſurance that you will comply with my requeſt, 


Iremain zu end 
| Your affetionate | | 
808 fe W. H. CRANSTOUN. 


His wife however could not be eaſily induced 
to renounce her claim, though ſhe had no great 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with his behaviour to her; 
for having little or no ſubſiſtence but what de- 
pended on his friends, ſhe was afraid, if ſhe 
ſhould deny herſelf to be his wife, they would 
withdraw their kindneſs from her. The Cap- 
tain, however, repeated his requeſt with great 
eargeſtneſs, as if the whole happineſs of his life 
depended on her granting him this ſingle favour. 
After abundance of entreaty on his part, and re- 
luctance on hers, ſhe at laſt ſuffered. herſelf to be 
impoſed upon, copied his letter, by which ſhe 
diſowned herſelf to be his- wife, and ſubſcribed it 
with her maiden name, Murray. 3A, 

No ſooner had the Captain got this acknow- 
ledgment under her own hand, but with a 
baſeneſs and ingratitude that can hardly be 
paralleled, he ſent copies of her letter both to 
her relations and his own in Scotland; which, 


ſo 


* 
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ſo alienated their minds, that both the one and 
the other withdrew their ſupport from her, 
whereby ſhe was reduced to the utmoſt poverty 
and diſtreſs, 

Not ſatisfied with this uſage of a woman, to 
whom he had no objection, but that ſhe was 
his wife, he commenced an action to prove the 
illegality of his m:rriage, as a ground for a 
divorce, with a view to deceive Mr. Blandy. 

Upon this he brought on his cauſe to be 
heard before the Judges in Scotland, where he 
produced her letter as an evidence againſt her, 
which greatly inclined the judges to favour his 
cauſe, But when the wife .came to make her 
defence, and produced the letter, in his own 
writing, which ſhe had only copied at his re- 
queſt, for the reaſons above aſſigned; and de- 
clared, that nothing but a public inſult upon 
her virtue, could have induced her to detect 
his villainy ; as ſoon as ſhe produced this letter, 
and verified it to be his own hand-writing, the 
Court gave a verdict againſt the Captain, and 
confirmed their marriage. Upon which her re- 
lations took her again into favour, as an object 
worthy their compaſſion. Not ſatisfied with 
this verdict, the Captain appealed to the next 
Seſſions. 

But notwithſtanding this miſcarriage, the 
Captain kept up his ſpirits, and perſuaded Mr. 
Blandy, that the affair could not be decided 
till next Seſſions, when he had not the leaſt 
doubt but it would terminate in his favour; 
and gave him ſuch plauſible reaſons, as prevailed 
on him till that time. 

Mean while the Captain purſues his amour 
with Miſs Blandy with as much eagernels as 

| | ever ; 
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ever; and, not truſting to the uncertain event 
of his law-ſuit, makes uſe of all his cunning 
te get poſſeſſion of his fair Miſtreſs, without 
running the hazard of a ſe:ond diſappoint- 
ment. To which purpoſe he perſuaded her, 
with all the power of his rhetoric, to con- 
ſemmate then marriage privately, Miſs, how- 
ever, was not fo blinded with love, as abſo- 
lutely -to renounce the uſe of - her reaſon to 
oblige him, and could not be prevailed upon 
to grant his requeſt. | 

In the mean time, the Captain's wife, in 
Scotland, underftanding what uſe her huſband 
had made of her condefcenfion, in facilitating ” 
a match he was about to make with a lad 
at Henley, thought it highly neceflary- to if. 
abuſe that lady and her friends, in order to 
prevent the miſchievous conſequences of their 
ignorance. Accordingly ſhe writes letters to 
Mr. Blandy and his daughter, to inform them 
fhe was Mr. Cranſtoun's lawful wife; incloſing 
at the ſame time the decree of the Court of 
Scotland, whereby their marriage was abſolutely 
confirmed. This, one would imagine, was 
enough to diſperſe thoſe miſts from Miſs Blandy's 
eyes, with which Cranſtoun's fallacious argu- 
nients had beclouded them, and to convince 
her that he was no better than an impoſter. 
Inſtead of which, ſhe conſults her mother in 
what manner ſhe ſhould behave on this critical 
occaſion. Her mother adviſes her to write to 
him (for he was not yet returned from Scot- 
land) to beg and require him, upon his honour, 
to let her know the truth: thus ſhe makes 
her application to him only, whoſe intereſt it 
was to deceive her, But it was not Rn 
1222 ore 
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fore the Captain returned, when he exerted all 
his eloquence to convince the father, mother, 
and daughter, that his cauſe was not — 
determined, that he had lodged an appeal, 
and that the next Seffions he ſhould have a 
rehearing, when he did not in the leaſt queſtion, 
but his pretended marriage would be abſolutely 
annulled, But though the mother and daugh- 
ter ſeemed quite ſatisfied, yet the old gentleman 
was afraid there was a ſnake in the graſs, and 
began to entertain doubts and ſuſpicions of 
the ſincerity of his gueſt; which Cranſtoun 
ſaw plain enough, and often took notice of it 
to Miſs. 8 
But though the father did not expreſs that 
cordiality for him, as he did formerly, yet this 
Was abundantly made to him by the uncommon 
affection of the mother, who 1 him more 
than a maternal fondneſs, One inſtance of, 
which take as follows. The old Lady being 
on a viſit to one Mrs. Pocock, of Turnvile- 
Court, was ſeized with a violent diſorder, which 
obliged her to continue there ſome time. But 
in the height of her illneſs, her conſtant cry. 
was, let Cranſtoun be ſent for. Cranſtoun was 
then at Southampton with his regiment ; but 
on his receiving a ſummons from Mis, to 
come away directly, he obeyed, and was ſoon 
with her, and immediately waited on the ſick 
Lady, who was ſo tranſported at the fight of 
him, that ſhe immediately raiſed herſelf up 
in her bed, took him about the neck in a moſt. 
affectionate manner; adding theſe words to this | 
fond action, my dear Cranſ/toun, I am glad you - 
are come, 1 now ſhall grow well ſoon. Nay, the 
carried her fondneſs to ſuch an extravagant 3 
that 
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that Cranſtoun only muſt be her nurſe, and 
adminiſter ever thing that was preſcribed for 
her. And fo efficacious was his care of her, 
that, though before he came, ſhe was judged 
to be in the utmoſt danger, yet the very next 
day after his ariival, ſhe got up, and on his 
coming into the room, ſaid, %% I owe to you, 
my dear Cranſloun; your coming has given me new 
health, and freſh ſpirits. I was fearful I ſhould 
die, and you not here to comfort that poor girl: 


 hnw like death fhe looks ! 


Another inſtance of Cranſtoun's weight and 
importance in the family was this. While Miſs 
and her mother were in London, the old Lady 
was greatly diſtreſſed for money, having con- 
tracted a confiderable debt unknown to her 
huſband, which ſhe was at a loſs for means to 
diſcharge. While they were both fretting and 
teazing themſelves about this unlucky affair, 
Cranſtoun comes in, and finds Miſs in tears, 
and on enquiring into the reaſons, is told, that 
her mother was under the greateſt perplenity 
on account of the ſaid debt. Cranſtoun aſked, 
what was the ſum wanted, and promiſed to raiſe 
the money; and accordingly, in a ſhort time, 
he brought 401. and threw into the old Lady's 
lap; who was ſurprized at this uncommon in- 
ſtance of his generoſity, that for a while ſhe 
ſtood” ſpeechleſs, and could only ſqueeze his 
hand, and burſt into tears. But, to relieve her, 
he kiſſed her, and faid, remember tis a fon, and 
therefore don't make yourſelf uneaſy ; you don't lie 
under any obligation ta me. But Mails going to 
expreſs her own gratitude for the favour, was 


prevented by his kifling her too, and ſaying, that 


was all be deſired in return. 
Now, 
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Now, it will naturally be aſked, how, where, 
and for what this debt was contracted, and 
Whether ever he bad his money again? the debt, 
it ſeems, conſiſted of two parts, z. e. 10 l. of 
it was contracted in London, and the remaining 
thirty pound at Henley: as to the firſt it is 
ſuppoſed, that theſe Ladies, in company with 
their dear friend and familiar Cranſtoun, were 
willing to partake of all the faſhionable diver- 
ſions of the town, during their ſtay in it. Then, 
as to the thirty pound the other part of the 
debt, it was contracted at Henley, for fowls, 
butter, eggs, Wine, and other proviſions, chiefly 
on account of entertainments made for the 
Captain, when Mr. Blandy was in London, and 
detained there on buſineſs. - 

As to the queſtion, whether the Captain ever 
had his money again? he certainly had, and in 
this manner, Cranſtoun, after the death of 
Mrs. Blandy, perceiving his reception by Mr. 
Blandy, was not fo hearty as heretofore, began 
to doubt the iſſue of his amour. I'his puts him 
upon ſchemes for recovering the money he had 
lent the old Lady in her diſtreſs. Upon this, 
being then in Ne and invited by Miſs 
into the country, he writes her a letter, ſull 
of heavy complaints, that he was not able to 
ſtir out of doors for fear of the Bailiffs, his 
fortune in Scotland being ſeized for the me in- 
tenance of his wife, (Miis Murray, as he called 
her) and her child; and that the debt, which 
occaſioned his perplexaty, was near 15 guineas, 
Miſs very readily remits him the ſum he wanted, 
being part of 40 L ſhe borrowed of one Mrs; 
Monteney, to pay off her mother's debts. 
Upon receiving this relief he comes to Henley; 


where 
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Where he had not been long before he puts 
on a gloomy and tboughtful air; which Miſs 
obſerving, demands the reaſon, He ſhews her 


a dunning letter he had juſt received from one 


of his creditors in London, for a debt of fifteen 
pound, Miſs immediately gave him the money. 
After this, ſhe made him a preſent of her 


Watch, which no doubt made up the deficiency, 


and paid him in full for the money he had 


advanced. 


The Captain's affairs becoming deſperate, and 
receiving frequent intimations, that his com- 
pany was no longer agreeable to Mr. Blandy, 


he takes his leave, in order, as he pretended, 


to haſten on the appeal, which he would cer- 
tainly bring on the next Seſſions in Scotland. 
But before he went, in a conference he had 
with Miſs Blandy, he complained, that her fa- 
ther's behaviour towards him was greatly altered 
from what it had been; that he was not 


conſcious that he deſerved ſuch ill treatment 


at his hands; that however he had ſtill the ſame 


reſpect for him as ever, and that he was re 
ſolved, if poſſible to regain his affections. For 


which purpoſe, as ſoon as he ſhould get into 
Scotland, he would ſend her ſome powder, 
which he knew - to be fuch a friendly and con- 
ciliating nature, that if ſhe would give them 
to her father, in ſuch quantities as he ſhould 


preſcribe, he was very certain, that, by their 


help, he ſhould recover the love of his old 


friend; that he would put up the powder in 


papers, and to prevent ſuſpicion, he would 


write upon them, powder to clean the Scotch 


pebbles. Miſs promiſed to give hei father the 


pow ders, in the manner, he (Cranſtoun) ſhould 


direct, 


f 


— 
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direct, not, as may be charitably imagined, in 
the leaſt ſuſpecting his villainous deſign, or the 
terrible effects they would produce. 

Miſs was as good as her word, and gave him 
the powders firſt in tea, and afterwards in 
water-gruel; the conſequence of which was, his 
death; and there being ſufficient proof that ſhe 
gave him powders in his gruels there were juſt 
grounds to ſuſpect her of the murder. Upon 
which ſhe was taken into cuſtody, committed 
to Oxford gaol, and March 3, 1752, was brought 
to her trial. | | 

The trial laſted 13 hours, and conſequently 


l a great number of witneſſes were examined: but 
£ as a general view of the evidence will give a 
| competent idea of the nature of the crime, of 
4 which the priſoner was convicted, we ſhall 1 


g ly relate ſo much of it as fixes the fact upon 


l The principal witneſs was Suſan Gunnel, 4 
is the maid-ſervant, who depoſed, that on the 


Sunday ſevennight before his death, her maſter 


P being out of order, ſhe made him ſome water- 

* grucl, put it in a pan, and ſet it in the pantry ; 

* that on Monday the priſoner told her ſhe h 

7 been ſtirring the water-gruel, aud eating the ; 

4 oatmeal out of it, and gave her papa a halt- ; 

]- a 4 - { 
pint mug of it that night; that the next day 

10 the priſoner gave him ſome more of the ſame 


| gruel, which diſordered him very much, and. 
14 he took phyſic; that on Wedneſday the priſone t 
| came into the kitchen, and ſaid to her (this 


14 witneſs) that as her maſter had took phyſic he 
| ; might want ſome gruel, and that the might 
4 give him the ſame again, and not leave her work, 
14 as ſhe was ironing, to make freſh; to which 
| Vol, IV. C ſhe 


0 Yn can 


| 
' 
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ſhe anſwered, it was ſtale, and ſhe would make 
freſh, and did ſo; that the had the evening be- 
fore taken up the pan, and diſliked the taſte; 
and now taſted it again, and putting the pan 
to her mouth, obſerved ſome whiteneſs at the 
bottom, and told Betty Binfleld her fellow-ſer- 
vant, that ſhe never ſaw oatmeal ſettlement ſo 
white before. Oatmeal! ſay J Betty. y, I think it 
looks as white as flouer; fe then al it out 
of doors where there was more light, and 
putting her finger to the bottom of the pan 
found it gritty ; upon which ſhe. recollected that 
poiſon was white and gritty, which made her 
fear that this was poiſon ; ſhe therefore locked 
it up in a cloſet, and on Thurſday morning, 
carried it to Mrs. Monteney, who gate it to- 
Mr. Norton and Dr. Addjngton. She further 
depoſed, that on Wedneſday morning, after ſhe 
had given her maſter the phyſic, ſhe gave Anne 
Emmet, the chair- woman, the water-gruel that 
had been before made for her maſter, which 
threw the woman into ſuch a fit of purging 
and vomiting, as had very near occaſianed her 
death. 

Mr. Blandy being now tortured with the moſt 
racking pains in his bowels, and every part of 
him, occaſioned, in the opinion of the doctors 


who attended him, by poiſon, the priſoner, on 


the Monday following, came into the room, 
and falling on her knees to her father, ſaid, Sir, 
baniſh me where you pleaſe, do with me what you 
pleaſe, fo you do but forgive me; and as for Cran- 

un, I will never ſet him, ſpeak to him, or write 
to him mnre, as long as I live, i if you will forgive 
me. To which 14 father made anſiver, I for- 


give thee, my * and I hope God will A -ive 
thee; 
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thee ; but thou fuld j 2 conſſdered better, be- 
fore thou attemptedſt * Mr hing age againſt thy father 3 


thou ſboud t have confi hy pwn father. 
The priſoner then ſaid, Sir, gs f 12 illneſs, E 
am entirely innocent. To which this witneſs re- 
— Madam, I believe you muſt not fay you 
are entirely innocent, for the powder left in 
the water-gruel, and the paper of powder taken 
out of the firs: are now in ſuch hands that 
they muſt be publickly produced ; adding, that 
fhe herſelf had taken about fix weeks before, 
a doſe in tea, that was prepared for her maſter. 
To which the prifoner anſwered, I have put no 
powder in tea, I have put powder r in water gruel; 
if you have received any injury, J am entirely in- 
nocent 3, it was given me for another purpoſe. Her 
father, hearing this, turned himſelf in his bed, 
and ſaid, O fach a villain! come to my houſe, - eat 
of the bt, and drink of the beſt my houſe could 
afford, ſhould take away my life, and ruin my 
daughter] O! dear, thee: muſt hate the man, 
thee muſt hate the grqund he goes. on, thee canſt 
nit help it. To which the priſoner replied, 
Str, your red to me 1s like a fword to any 
heart, every word por ſay is like ſwords piercing my 
heart, much worſe than if you were to be ever ſo 
angry. I muſt down on my knees, aud beg you will 
not curſe me. To which her father anſwered, 
I curſe thee my dear ! how 4 75 if thou think I 


could curſe thee! Na, I bleſs thee? and hape Gad 
will bleſs * and a li af De, my 27 
gs out of the . ay no more, le thou ſhould' 

fay a ay thing 7 own . Ga to thy 
uncle ben hs 2 7 iend, Poor man! 


Jam forry Ya him. bis witneſs further ſaid, 
that the 


re before, about noon, oe ele 
C 2 oner 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſoner came into the kitchen, ar d put ſome pa- 


pers in the fire, and thruſt them down with a 
ſtick; on her leaving the kitchen, this witneſs, 
and Betty Binfield, took a paper out of the 
fire, with this written upon it, the powder to 


clean the peblles. On the ſame day, Saturday 


morning, ſhe (this witneſs) carried her maſter 
ſomething to drink, and ſaid to him, Sir, I 
believe you have got ſomething in your water-. 
rue] that I am afraid has hurt you, and I be- 
lieve Miſs Blandy put it ir, by her coming, 

into the waſh-houſe and ſaying, that ſhe ha 
been ſtirring her papa's gruel, and eating the 
oatmeal out of it. Upon which he faid, / find 
Jam not right, my head is not right as it * to 
be, nor has been for ſome time. The witneſs told 
him ſhe had found a powder in the pan; upon 
which he ſaid to her, dof thou know ay thing 
ef this powder, didſt thee ever ſee any of it? the 
laid, no, none but what ſhe ſaw in the water- 
gruel, He then aſked her, if ſte knew or 
could gueſs where ſhe had this pcw ler ? ſhe 
replied, I can't gueſs any where except from Mr. 
rar/toun ; my reaſon is, becauſe Miſs Blandy has 
lately had letters oftner than uſual. © Her maſter 
then ſaid, now you mention it, he talked of a par- 
ticular poiſon they had in his country. O that villain, 
that he ever came into my houſe ! ſhe likewife told 
him, ſhe had ſhewn the powder to Mr. Norton 
the apothecary, who had taken care of it, and 
thought it would be proper for him (her father) 
to ſeize her pockets with her keys and papers; 
to which he ſaid, I can't do it; I can't ſhock her 
fo much,--- But canſ? not thee take out a letter or 
ro, which ſhe may think ſhe has dropped by chance? 
The witneſs replied, no, Sir, I have no rights 
2 
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ſhe is your daughter; you may do it and no- 
body elſe, 

The next witneſs was Elizabeth Binfield, 
who depoſed, that her maſter Mr, Blandy, about 
a fortnight before his death, complained of 
unuſual pains and prickings ; that ſhe had often 
heard the priſoner mention walkings and muſic 
ſhe bad heard in the houſe, and thought it 
to be her mother; and three quarters of a yer 
before her maſter's death, the priſoner told her 
that the muſic preſaged her father's death, and 
continued talking in the ſame manner till the 
time of it: that ſhe had often heard her ſay, 
he would die before October; and that Mr. 
Cranſtoun had informed her, that one Mrs. 
Morgan, a cunning woman, in Scotland, bad 
ſaid ſo; that the - priſoner uſed to appear 'gla4 
when ſhe ſpoke of the proſpect of her father's 
death, for that then ſhe ſhould be releaſed from 
all her fatigues, and be happy; that ſhe heard the 
priſoner ſay, that her father complained of a 
ball of fire in his guts before the Monday on 
which he took the water-gruel; that on Satur- 
day the Toth of Auguſt, ſhe took the paper 
out of the fire, and delivered it to Dr. Adding- 
ton and Mr, Norton; that when Suſan Gunell 
was ill, the prifoner aſked this witneſs, 7 Sufnr 
had taken any of her father's water-gruel? and 
upon her anſwering, ſhe knew not, the priſ- 
oner ſaid, if fbe docs, ſhe may di 4 herſelf, may 
I tell you that. That ſhe heard the priſoner ſay, 
who would grudge to fend an old N to bell for 
10, 0004? and this ſhe introduced by talking 
of girls being kept out of their fortunes : that 
ſhe had often heard her the priſoner curſe her fa- 
ther, and call him raſcal and villain ; that upon 
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S iturday the roth of Auguſt, ſhe was in the 
kitchen when her maſter was ſhaving, and the 
:ifoner was there; and her maſter ſaid, he had 
liked once to have been poiſoned at a public 
| houfe, to which the priſoner ſaid, ſne remem- 
bered it very well; her maſter faid, that one 
of the company died immediately, the other is 
ſince dead, but it is my fortune to be poiſoned 
at laſt; and then looked hard at the priſoner, 
who appeared in great confuſion, and ſeemed 
all in a tremble ; her maſter ſaid farther, that 
it was white .arſenic that was put into the wine. 
That the ſat up with the priſoner the night be; 
' fore her father died, when the priſoner pro- 
miſed, if ſhe would go to the Bell, or Lion, and 
hire a poſt-chaiſe, ſhe would give her 15 guineas 
at her getting into the chaiſe, and ten guineas 
more when they got to London; but on her 
refuſing to comply with this requeſt, the pri · 
ſoner burſt into a laugh, and faid, ſhe was only 
Joking, This witnefs likewiſe confirmed the 
evidence of Suſan Gunnell, in relation to the 
der found in the gruel, with other circum- 
nces. 72 | 955 
Mr. Littleton, Mr. Blandy's clerk, depoſed, 
that on Sunday the 14th of Auguſt, the pri- 
ſoner put a letter into his hand, and bid him 
direct it as uſual (as he had often done before) 
which he underſtood to be to Mr. Cranſtoun, to 
feal it, and to put it into the poſt; but having 
reaſon to ſuſpect ſome foul play was going 
| forwards, he opened the letter, tranſcribed it, 
carried it to Mr. Norton, and read it to his 
- maſter, who only ſaid, poor: love-fick girl! what 
ill not a girl do for a man [bg loves; this letter 
Was wiote in theſe terms, | 


Dear 
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Dear Willy, 

My father is fo had that 7 liek time to tal 
you, that if you de not hear fram:me fam” again, 
don't be 2 am letter myſelf... Left any 
accident ſhould happen to your letters zue care what 
ou write 3. my; fincere compliments. am ever 


10 s. 
He further faid, that he hall often heard her 
curſe her father, damn him for an old rogue, 
and a toothleſs old dug, within two months of 
- his deceaſe, and a great white before. 

The doctors, Addington an] Lewis, who: at- 
tended him in his illneſs, declared it as their joint 
opinion, that he died by poiſon; that Thijs 
had made experiments on the powder found. 
in his gruel, and had proved it to be white 
arſenic. 


other witneſſes. were called, who 
corroborated the evidence before given; 
and their examinations being finiſh the 
priſoner was then 2 upon to make her 
defence. 

In her defence, ſhe . canal much of the 
hardſhips fhe had undergone, both before and. 
after her commitment to prifon. Then, as to 
the crime with which ſhe was charged, of poiſon- 
ing her father, ſhe ſaid, ſhe really thought the 
powder was an innocent inoffenſive thing, and 
gave it him to procure his love; that is, 

mom explained it, his love towards Mr, n 


Tbe Judge K ſummed up the evi- 


without going from the 
E. the ind ment. 


The 
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The day before her execution, ſhe received 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper; and at the 
ſame time ſigned a paper, in which ſhe declared, 
that ſhe did not know or believe, that the 
powder, to which the death of her father had 
been aſcribed, had any noxious or poifonous qua- 
lity lodged in it; and thatſhe had no intention to 
hurt, and much leſs to deſtroy him, by giving him 
that powder. | 

The night before her execution, ſhe ſpent the 
greateſt part of it in prayer; and the next morn- 
mg was conducted to the fatal tree; her coun- 
tenance was ſolemn, and her deportment ſuita- 

x ble to the fad occaſion. At the gallows, ſhe 
1 declared herſelf guilty of adminiſtring the pow - 
| der to her father, but without knowing it had 
the leaſt poiſonous yur | in it, or intended to 
do him any injury, as ſhe hoped to meet with 
mercy at the great tribunal before which ſhe 
fhould very ſhortly appear. And as it had been 
| rum2ured that ſhe had been inſtrumental in the 
if death of her mother in the like manner as her 
| father, and alſo of Mrs. Pocock, ſhe declared 
herſelf not even. the innocent eauſe of either of 
their deaths (if ſhe was the innocent cauſe of that 
of her father) as ſhe hoped for ſalvation in a fu- 
quraRaee:: ie das 

Having mounted the ladder, and a' halter 
being put round her neck, ſhe pulled her hand- 
kerchief over her face, without ſhedding a tear 
all the time. In this poſition ſhe prayed. a little 
whye upon the ladder ;- and then gave the ſig- 
nal by holding out a little book, ſhe had in her 
hands. Her body, after it had hung a due time, 
was cut down, put in a hearſe, and conveyed 
to Henley, and about one o'clock the next 


> 
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morning, was interred between her father and 
mother, X 

Let us now return to Capt. Cranſtoun, who, 
as ſoon as he heard Miſs was committed to Ox- 
ford gaol, ſecreted himſelf from the public; ſo 
that when meſſengers were diſpatched to appre- 
hend him, he was not to be found. In this con- 
cealmerit (either in Scotland or the North of 
England) he lay for ſix months, that is, from 
the middle of Auguſt till a fey days before Miſs 
Blandy's trial, which came on the 24 of March; 
when being well informed of the dangerous. 
ſituation ſhe was in, and that his own fate de- 
pended upon | hers, he thought it high time 
to take care of - himſelf; which he did 
by tranſporting himſelf to Bologn in France. 

On his arrival at Bologn, he found out one 
Mrs. Roſs, a diſtant relation to his family. He 
acquainted her with the troubles he was involved 
in, and entreated her to protect and conceal him 
till the ſtorm was a little blown over; ſhe pro- 
miſed ſhe would, but adviſed him to change his 
name to that of Dunbar, which had been her 
own, 

Here he thought himſelf ſecure ; but ſome of 
his wite's relations, who were officers in a French 
regiment quartered there, got ſcent of him, and 
threatened vengeance if ever they ſhould meet 
with him, for his inhuman uſage of that unhappy 
8 which obliged the Captain to keep very 
cloſe. i 

But being at length weary of his confine- 
ment, and fearing he ſhould one day fall a 
ſacrifice to the reſentment of his perſecutors, 
after mature deliberation, it was agreed, that he 


and his two companions ſhould take a trip to 
Paris; 


24 4 Narrative of the Life, Se. 


Paris ; while Mrs. Roſs, in order to ſecure him a # 
retreat, was to go to Furnes, a town in Flanders» 
where they would come to her on their return. 

Accordingly they ſet out for Paris, where hay- 
ing ſpent about a fortnight,, they went to- 
Furnes to their good landlady. Their landlord' 
was likewiſe then juſb returned from England, 
Whither the Captain had ſent him to receive 
money for a bill of 60 l. which was the only re- 
mittance that was ſent him from his arrival in, 
F rance till the time of his death. _ 

Not long after his return to Furnes he was 
taken with a'ſevere fit of illneſs, which had this 
effect upon him, that now he degan to reflect 

on his paſt life, in which he found. ſuch a 
black. liſt of atrocious villainies, 26 drove him 
almoſt to deſpair. In this miſerable condition he 
Janguiſhed till be bethought himſelf, that poſſi- 
bly he might receive ſome: ſpiritual. relief from 
a father, fame for his piety, in- a+ "neighbouring: 
Convent. To him he addreſſes himſelf; and 
the good father, having brought him to à due 
ſenſe of his ſins, applied the healing reme- 
dy of abſolution, on: the penitent's de- 
elaring himſelf reconciled to the: church of 
Rome. Upon his death, Which happened ſoon: 
after, a ſolemn maſs was ſung at his funeral, 
and os magiſtrates and-corporation of the town? 
were invited to attend his corpſe, and walk in pro- 
ceſſion to his grave. 

I ſhall only add, that the Captain's wife, by his 
death, came 25 enjoy the 751: a year, the in- 
tereſt of the 1500 . which was his paternal 
Pal ;. and by his will, heir to the principal, 

to ſupport her and her daughter; ; Which was 
ſome recompence for the troubles and vexations 
he had occaſioned her. The 


w 
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The Trial of RANDOLDH Brancy and 
WiLLiam DESSENT, for Robbery and 


Ty ANDOLPH BRANCH and WILLIAM 
IX DESSENT, were indicted for robbing 
Toſeph Brown on the high-way, of a 
filver watch, and five ſhillings in money, 


Auguſt 9 1752. a 

Joſeph Williams. On the gth of * at 
night, about. ten o'clock, as I was ſtanding at 
my own door in Wiltſhire-Lane, St. John's, 
Wapping, I faw Joſeph Brown, whom J knew 
before, lying with his head fixed .in the middle 
of the kennzl on his -right ſide; upon taking 
him up, I found him all of a gore blood, and 
made meas bloody as if I had dipt my hands 
in a pail 6f blood. He gave a very great figh; 
J aſked him if his name was Brown? ke faid, 
yes. I aſked him if he lived at the ſign of the 
King's-Head, at Mr. Lowrey's? he ſaid, yes. 
Then I and the landlady of the Kings-head took 
him there, which was about ten yards off, and 
Mr. Pell, a ſurgeon, was ſent for, who came 
and dreſſed him. I examined his breeches, turn- 
ed out his pockets. and found nothing but a 
pencitin a ſide pocket.” | 

Francis Backwell, Mr. Brown was clerk to 
the Brew-hduſe to which I belonged. Hear- 
ing of this melancholy affair, I went and found 
him alive, but in a very bad condition, mangled, 
his cloachs extremely bloody, and ſpeechleſs. 
His face was all over black, his mouth ſo beat 
that it would hardly open, and his head bound 
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up. I conſulted a perſon what to do in this af- 
fair, who ſaid there were proper perſons for that 
purpoſe ; after which there came five or ſix thief- 
takers to the Brew-houſe; I told them I had 
fuſpicion of a perſon; they took up Spaniſh 
Jack (the perſon who was accomplice with, and 
evidence againſt Anthony de Roſa, for the mur- 
der ofa man near the Barking-Dogs) and brought 
him to the Brew-houſe. He confeſſed he knew 
of the affair, and that four of them went out 
upon the ſcamp, as they called it. After that 
they took Branch, and locked him up, and then 
I went with them down to Deptford, where 
they took up three more, Deſſent being one of 
them. Coming up the water, he acknowledged 
he was in the robbery, but denied the knocking 
down of Mi. Brown. . They brought him up, 
and had him into a ſummer-houſe in the garden. 
He then ſaid, he himſelf being lame, Branch took 
the ſtick, being nimbler than he, ran -up, and 
knocked him down at the corner of Virginia- 
ſtreet. We took them before Juſtice Manwar- 


ing, where they each of them wanted to be 


made an evidence; his worſhip told them he 
would not admit either, but if they had any 
thing to ſay before him they might. They were 
examined apart, and each acknowledged the 
robbery. Deſſent faid, Brauch knocked the 


man down, and Branch. that Deſſent did it. 


Branch acknowledged that he took the watch and 
58. and chree keys from his pocket, which he 


after wards threw away. 


Eiward Pell, Surgeon, I was called to attend 


Mr. Brown, on Saturday the gth of Auguſt, 
about elcven at night; I found him with ſeveral 


wounds in his head, one large one under the 


e 
Bal. 
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left eye, the arteries were divided, his head and 


face very much ſwelled. I thought the wounds 
muſt be given with a blunt weapon, for they 
were bruiſes. The next day the people were 
taken, and brought into a room in the garden; 
there I heard Deſſent acknowledge himſelf to be 
one of the perſons, who cemmitted the fact. 

J deſired him to let me know with what weapon 
theſe wounds were given, becauſe it might be 
of ſome ſervice in the courſe of healing them. 
Deſſent ſaid, he believed the gentleman was 
knocked down with that ſtick; (produced in court, 
it was a large oaken ſlick; quite out of ſize, being 
over-large with a knob to it) he alto ſaid, that 


this piece was broken out in ſtriking the blow. 


(A ſplinter from out of the knot ) The ſtick then was 
bloody. Deſſent then ſhewed me his legs, and 
ſaid, you ſee I am not fit to enter into theſe ex- 
ploits; I got into the company of young 
Branch, and he led me into the fact. He added, 
that Branch ſnatched the ſtick out of his hand, 

and made uſe of ſuch an expreſſion as this, I will 


ſhew you haw to knock a man down, and inſtantly 


knocked down the gentleman. 

Juſtice Manwaring. On Monday the roth 
of Auguſt, the two priſoners were brought be- 
fore me, and I examined them a- part. f aſked 


Deſſent what he had to ſay for himſelf about the 


charge laid againſt him, for robbing and mur- 


dering Mr. Brown? he ſaid, he met Renny 


Branch, at the houſe of Mrs. Titchburne, in 
Rag-fair, about five o'clock on Sunday night, 
who aſked him to go into the fields. He went 
with him and one Roberts, from an alehouſe 
where they had ſome beer. Going along they 
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met a man, and Branch knocked him down, and 
took from him a knife and 3d. Aſter this they 


went to an ale-houſe in Radcliff-highway, 


where Roberts left them; and betwixt nine and 


ten o'clock Branch and he went out together, and 


going by the end of Virginia-ſtreet, leading to 
Wiltſhire-lane, Branch ſaid to him, with an 


Imprecation, d---1 his eyes, here is a mark, and 
twitching the ſtick out of his hand, ſtepped up 


to the man, knocked him down, and {truck him 


ſeveral blows afterwards, but the man never 
| ſpoke; he blamed him much for abuſing the 


man. Branch took his watch and money from 


bim, and went away, and when he came to 


Mrs. Titchburne's, he offered her the watch fof 
30s. telling her he had milled it; ſhe took it, 
and faid ſhe would pay him for it next morn- 
ing, when ſhe gave him a guinea in gold, 
and 48. in filver, and Branch gave him 16s, of 


the money. 


Deſſent being turned out, Branch was breught 
in, and aſked what he had to ſay for himſelf? 


Branch wanted to know, if he might be admitted 


an ev:dence? the Juſtice anſwered, if he had any 
thing to ſay, he might fay it freely and volunta- 
rily, he would lay no injunction on him, nor 


give him any encouragement. Then he pro- 


ceeded, and gave much the fame account of 
their ſetting out in the morning, and their ſub- 


| ſequent actions, as Deſſent had done; and then 


ſaid, as they were going along, Deſſent ſwore, 
that the firſt man he met, he would knock his 
brains out, if he had no more money than the 
man they met before; when they came a little 
beyond the end of Virginia-ftreet they met a 


—— 
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man, and Deſſent knocked him down, and he 
never ſpoke afterwards, and hit him ſeveral 
blows after he was down, and bid him, Branch, 
take the watch and money, which he did; then 
they went into Well-cloſe-ſquare, where 
they met a man and knockel him down; 
but he crying out, and the neighbours com- 
ing together, they ran away, and took nothing 
from him. | 12 | 
The fact being thus ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, 
and brought home to the priſoners, and they 
having nothing to fay in their defence, the Jury 
found them both guilty. Death. 
They were both indicted a ſecond: time for the 
mu der of Joſeph Brown, Auguſt . | 
The ſame witneſſes were examined over again, 
and depofed- as in the former trial. But as Mr. 
Pe'! the Surgeon was very particular in deſcribin g 
the wounds the deceaſed received, we ſhall give 
his account as follows. ta 
1 found the deceaſed bleeding, his head and 
face very much bruiſed, and ſeveral large wounds 
in his head; one under the left eye; the tempo- 
ral vein divided ; the. wounds ſeemed to be done 
with a blunt weapon; they were what we call 
contuſed wounds. I put up the divided veſſels, 
ſtopped the effuſion of blood, and made uſe of 
reſtringent applications, dreſſed him, and left 
him till the next day. I then deſired the aſſiſtance 
of another ſurgeon, and Mr. Harriſon, ſurgeon 
of the London Hoſpital was called in. I opened 
the man's head. After removing the rollers, the 
hcſt thing that offered itſelf to our view was 
part of the brains lying on the hair on the out- 
ſide of his head, juſt above the temple on the 
teft ſide, Upon this, with the adviſe of Mr. 
„ Harriſon; 
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Harriſon, I made a large inciſion about five 
inches in length, in a ſemicircular ſhape, taking 
in beſt part of his forehead, and ſeparated the 
ſcaip from the ſcull. When we had done this, 
we obſerved a prodigious fractare of the ſcull, 
the biggeſt I ever ſaw, it was broke into many 
pieces, ſeveral of which I extracted. I believe 
one ſplinter was drove two inches into the- 
brain; we ſuffered a bone to remain, icating the: 
whole of the brain would come out. The man 
lay under great and horrible pain, which induced: 
us to horten the work. Every day after in the 
courſe of my attendance. I hardly drefied him 
without taking out more pieces of the ſcull, 
that preſſed in upon the ſubſtance of the brain. 
The third day, I diſcovered a large piece of bone 
looſe, down the forehead; the fracture running 
down the forehead; there was a diſcharge of the 
brain from the inſide. In a few hours after 
the extraction of this bone, he recovered his. 
ſenſes, which was on the third day; before, 
he Jay as it were in a ſtupified way. I was very: 
particular in aſking him what he remembered of 
his being ſo uſed; and he always ſaid, the firſt, 
of it he remembered was my firſt dreſſing of 
him; he remembered. nothing of what was- 
done to him at the time of the robbery.. He 
died the 31ſt of Auguſt, and was four days in 
dying. We had ſo great a diſcharge of the brain 
towards the latter end, that I did not care to 
open it. After he was dead, I opened him in 
Mr. Harriſon's preſence; upon taking the upper 
part of the fcull: from the under, out of fix 
bones which the ſcull- is compoſed of, I found: 
four of them fractured; the bone of his — _ 
Ws. 3 23 C0745 Dr 
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Broke from that of his forehead. His left cheec- 
bone was broke, the fracture of which muſt be 
a violent blow, for this bone is leſs liable to a 
fracture than any other in the whole body; all 
the left ſide of the brain, which we call the 
Teft hemiſphere, was abſolutely diſſolyed by a 
mortification. I opened the body, and found 
all the bowels bid fair for a vigorous old age. 
No doubt he died of theſe blows he received a- 
bout the head. Both guilty, Death. Received 
ſentence immediately, and. were executed the 
Friday following. TR: 

. Branch was almoſt ſeventeen years 
of age, born in White chapel, of reputable 
parents, who taught him to read and write. 
He was a ſprightly lad, not a little given to be 
unlucky, but by the watchful care of his parents, 
he was kept from running into thoſe exceſſes 
which his natural temper inclined him to. 
He was at length bound apprentice to a- boat- 
builder, but ſerved only eight months, and then 
went home to his mother, vho gave him the. beſt 
advice ſhe could, but all to no purpoſe; for 
he was refolved to take his vn courſe; and do 
as he pleaſed. He took , oad company both 
of men and women, and there was no ſcene of 
wickedneſs and debauchery bi: ie was ripe for 
at fourteen years of age, if not before. And 
now he commenced acquainizanc2 at Mrs. 
Titchburn's houfe, which, he had been 
the ruin of him, and many dir young 
fellows before him, where al: iniquitous 
practices had. been carried on bot: 42y and 
night. | | | 
At July ſeſſions, 1750, he was tic for 
ſealing. ſeventeen 88 from Caleb Smith, 
| 3 in 
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in which robbery he had two companions, but 
for want of evidence he got oft.. i RY 6 
He had not been at liberty many months be- 
fore he was taken up again, and tried for ano ther 
robbery... His friends, to fave him from the gal- 
lows, to which they faw him running headlong, 
reſolved to ſend him abroad, and aceordingly got 
him a birth to Newfoundland, and he continued 
In the voyage eighteen months, and returned to 
Plymouth in May laſt, where he got acquainted 
with Deffent. From thence he came to Lon- 
don to his mother, but as wicked as ever, and 
ſoon aſſociated with Signal and Ward, executed 
in July laſt; in -whoſe company he committed 
abundance of his robberies, though their ac- 
quaintance was not above a month, or ſix weeks: 


but quarrelling about fharing the booty in the 
Hft robbery they committed he turned evidence 


againſt them, and they were executed in con- 
ſequence thereof. =" thy 
After fo many eſcapes, one would have 


thought he might have taken warning, efpecially 


as he had friends both able and willing to provide 
for him, if he would butmend his courſe of life.. 


But he was ſo unhappy as to be determined upon 


his own ruin, and nothing but robbery and de- 
bauchery had any ſhare in his attention. He was: 
no ſooner at liberty but he returned to his old 
haunts, where he ſpent the ſhare of the reward for 
being inſtrumental in the conviction of Signal and 
Ward, in rioting, drunkennefs, and with lewed 
women, and when that was gone, he turned out 
again to get more in his accuſtomed wicked man- 
ner. Manp robberies he acknowledged to have 


been guilty of, but never was in one attended 


with barbarity before that of Mr. Brown. 
5 | | Branch. 


and will not ſuffer 
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Branch acknowledged, that during his con- 


finement before trial, he never once thought of 
dying, but fed himſelf with hopes of eſcaping, 
by means of the evidence, which he imagined 


would not amount to a ſufficient proof. The 


fact was done in the dark between him and 


his accomplice, ſo he thought himſelf ſecure; 
not once recollecting there is one who ſees ail, 
fach acrocious Crimes to go 
unpuniſhed. ee 21115 
On his trial he appeared with an air of im- 
pudence and undauntedneſs, even though he 
found more evidence againſt him than be ex- 
pected. And it was with no little difficulty he 
was perſuaded to forbear being very rude before 
the Court. When he went from the bar he ex- 
preſſed himſelf in ſuch terms as we do not chuſe 
to repeat, . e 
He affected an undauntedneſs ever after, even 
to the moment of his death; but as far as his 
mind could extend to think on what he had 
done, horrors and tremblings were the eonſe- 
quence. And when the heinous nature of his 
offence was laid before him, tears forced them- 
ſelves thro* his eyes, and he could not help be- 
traying ſigns of fear notwithſtanding all. his pre- 
tended bravery. MR" 4 134 
William Deſſent was 29 years of age, born in 
the town of Mazaren, called Market- Jew, in 


Cornwall. His real name was William Daſtings; 


his parents lived in credit and were reſpected, 
and though not in plentiful circumſtances, they 
made a ſhift to bring up their ſon ſo as to en- 
able him to provide for himſelf. He was bred 
a barber, and beſides was employed in the pil- 
chard fiſhery, during the ſeaſon, which is _ 
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ſix months in the year, and might have got at 
good livelihood., He was of a robuſt conſtitution 
and make, and capable of undergoing any hard- 
ü many both by ſea aad 
At the breaking out of the war with France, 
he entered in the fervice of his country, on- 
board the Old Briftol, in which he continued 
three years at Jamaica and up the Streights, and 


returned in her to England, was turned over to 


the Medway, and went in the fleet to the Eaſt 
Indies, where. he had been for eight years more; 
in May laſt he came home to Plymouth, was: 


paid off and diſcharged. 


And now he ſaid he ſhould have gone home 
to his friends in his own country; but having 


prize - money to receive, on account of the Med- 


way, in London, he came up and received part 
of it, which, with his: pay in the ſervice, a- 
mounted to upwards of 1501. all which he had 
ſquandered away in drunkenneſs and debauchery. 


T he remainder of his prize- money he made over 
to a friend ſince hg. had been in Newgate. He 


confeſſed he had been a very profligate fellow, 
having paſſed the three or four months he had 
been in London, in the utmoſt exceſſes of riot- 
ing and debauchery, but declared ſerjoufly he 


never had been concerned in any robbery till 


that unhappy night. of the murder of Mr. 


Brown. 


Deſſent's firk knowledge of Branch was at 


Plymouth in May laſt, when they were both juſt 
returned from fea, when drinking together, they 


contracted 97 ee Branch left Plymouth: 


firſt, came to London, returned to his old courſe, 
and Was ſent to Clerkenwell Bridewell. 


At 
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At this juncture came Deſſent to London, and 
found out his icquaiance Branch, and com- 
ing now and then to ſee him, kept up his ſpirits 
till ne had given evidence againſt Signal and 
Ward, upon which they were convicted, and he 
once more gained his hberty. pos 
Mean while Deſſent was ſquandering his 
money, and caſh running low, he happened to 
meet with Branch. They were three or four 
days together, off and on, and ſpent moſt part 
of the time in drinking and playing at cards, ſel- 
dom ſober, till the very night in which was per- 
petrated the eruel and flagitious murder, for 
which they ſuffered, | 
Their ſenſes were intoxicated, and their ſpirits 
raiſed to a degree of madneſs, when their money 
being all gone, Branch propoſed to Deſſent to 
go upon the lay. Branch was now grown deſpe-. 
rate, and knew, if he was taken again, he muſt 
ſwing; ſo he choſe Deſſent for a companion, 
who being a ſtout fellow, he thought would be: 
a ſort of. bulwark for him, in caſe of oppoſition. 
In this condition, drunk and mad, they went out 
reſolved to attack any one they met. Mr. Brown 
unluckily falling in their way, as ſoon as Branch 
had ſaid, there's the mark, Deſſent felled him to- 
the ground with one blow of a large oaken 
plant, and barbarouſly repeated - his blows over _ 
the head: when Branch had taken his watch and 
money, they left him for dead, and went off the 
ground. - 
They had applied to Mrs. Titchburn, the 
both ſaid, to know if ſhe,,would take any thing 
if they got it; ſhe told them ſhe would take: 
whatever they got. So as ſoon as they had done 
the bloody deed, they cartied the watch to Koſs 
| . W AIC 
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which ſhe bought of them, and they divided 
the money between them. w 
The next morning, Deſſent and another per- 
| fon were walking together, to whom he fre- 
quentiy ſhewed the oaken ſtick with which the 
fact was done; and upon the other's enquiry 
what he meant by ſhewing him the ſtick fo often 
in ſuch a particular manner? he told him, that 
with that ſtick the jobb was done in Wellcloſe 
it Square the night befcre, alluding to the murder 
i" of Mr. Brown, as the perſon deelared he under- 
al ſtood it, upon which tte had him ſecured, and 
when taken he had the ſathe ſtick in his hand. 
He would have laid it upon Branch, when under 
examination before the Juſtiee; but Branch be- 
ing taken laid it upon Deſſent. Their guilt was 
fo great, that each would have flung tle im- 
putation of it from himſelf, and were both a- 
ſhamed of their dW barbarity, though their 
kgarts were hardened enough to commit the eruel 
murder... s „ 5 
It ſeemed that Deſſent was more concerned 
/ for having done the fact than Branch, though 
upon the whole they were Both equally guilty; 
. Hor did he behave with that daring inſolence as 
Branch did, either upon trial or afterwards. 
He had, indeed, a ſwarthy countenance, from 
his havitig been ſo long in the Eaſt Indies, and 
Branch a more engaging one; but the latter 
was bred a thief 'almoſt from his cradle ; the 
former perhaps ſtumbled into this way of wick- 
edneſs at the inſtigation of the latter, for he 
declared, as he was a dying man, he never had 
been in a robbery before, and never was con- 
cerned but with Branch tha: unhappy night of 
this murder. 2 
Ths 
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The Trial of Jon Swan and ELIZABETH 
JerrryEs, for Murder. 


T the Aſſizes held at Chelmsford, March 
11, 1752 a bill of indictment was found 
againſt JOHN SWAN for Petit Treaſon, for 
the murder of his late maſter Mr. Joſeph 
Jeffryes of Walthamſtone, Eſſex; and againſt 
ELIZABETH JEFFRYES, ſpinſter, niece of 
the deceaſed, for aiding, abetting and comtort- 
ing the ſaid John Swan, to commit the faid 
murder. 

Both priſoners being put to the Bar and 
arraigned, ' and objection was taken by the 
Council for the priſoners to their being tried 
upon the above indictment, as another indict- 
ment had been found againft them at the laſt 
Aſſizes, on the ſame charge, to which they 
then pleaded not guilty, The objection was, 
that if they were tried on the ind.ctment now 
preferred, and were acquitted, they muſt be a 
ſecond time iried on the former indictment for 
their lives for the ſame offence; and after near 
three hours debate by the Council on both ſides, 
the Court were of opinion, that the priſoners 
muſt be tried on the laſt indictment. 2525 


The Council for the crown then proceeded 
; to open the indictment, and the nature of the 
y murder with which the priſoners were charged; 
and to eſtabliſh the facts, called the following 
> witneſſes. | 

I Edward Buckle of Walthamſtone. I lived 


about 30 yards fiom the deceaſed's houſe. On 
the third of July, I heard an outcry about two 
oclock in the morning. My wife ſaid, it — 

| | liſs 
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Miſs Jeffryes's tongue, I ſaid, if ſhe wants mM 
let her call me. She ſaid, here is Miſs Jeffryes if 
in her ſhift. I went to her; ſhe was in hai 
ſhift, without ſhoe or ſtocking, at a neighbour's 
door, about 20 yards from the deceafed's houſe, 
I went and aſked her what ſhe did there in 
that manner? ſhe ſaid, O they have killed him 
they have killed him! I fear. I deſired her to 
put ſomething about her. She ſaid, don't mind 
ane, fee after my uncle. John Swan unlocked 
or unbolted the ftreet-door, I went in, and 
there the deceaſed was lying on his right ſide, 
I faw he had three wounds on the left fide of 
his head: I took hold of him by the left-hand, 
and ſaid, my name is Edward Buckle; if you 
cannot ipeak to me, ſignify to me. He ſqueezed 
my hand with as much ſerce as he could, but 
.did not ſpeak, and I went out of the room, 
About five hours after this, when Miſs was 
about the houſe crying for the loſs of her uncle, 
ſhe ſaid to me, Mr. Buckle, will you go and 
lay infermations about the country of this un- 
happy aftair that has befallen my unele, and 
of what goods are loſt, that the villains maj 
be found out. I faid I will, but it was not 
proper for me to go alone. She ſaid, what it 
colts ſhe would pay. 1 
2: What things did ſhe ſay were loſt ? 
Buckle. Mrs. Martin mentioned in Miſs Jef 
fryes preſence, a ſilver tankard, and filver cup, 
and fifteen pewter plates. I faid to Miſs Jet 
fryes, if I ſhould light of Matthews, Il] take 
him up. She replicd, Mr. Buckle, don't medi 
with him, for you'll bring me into trouble, and yd 
ſelf too, in fo doing. 
2. Did you go? 


Buckli 


Buckle, T did, and another man along wich 
me on the ſame account. | 

Mary, wife' of Samuel Adams, of Waltham- 
ſtow. I live within twenty yards of Mr. Jef- 
fryes's. I heard the report of a gun, or piſtol, 
about a quarter after two o'clock. About three. 
quarters of an hour after, I heard an outcry of 
Fire ! Thieves! I got up and went to the houſe, 
and ſaw the deceaſed bloody, but being big with 
child, they would not ſuffer me to ſtay in the 
room, * ä 
I did you ſee Miſs Jeffryes ? 

rs. Adams. I did, in the yard, with many 
people about her. She ſaid ſhe hurt her ankle 
by coming out of the window. 

Thomas Matthews, the accomplice. Some 
time in the hay harveſt, as I was coming over 
Epping Foreſt, in my way, from Hull, I faw 
a cart ſtuck faſt in the road, There I firſt ſaw 
the deceaſed, who aſked me where I came from? 
1 faid, from Hull, and was in diſtreſs, havin 
no money. He took me home with him, and 
worked with Swan all the day. I was to 
work for my meat and not for any wages. I 
worked for him nine days, as nigh as I can 
gueſs, I eat and drank in his houſe. He gave 
me a ſhilling when he turned me away.--- he 
family conſiſted of a Maid, John Swan, Eliz. 
Jeffryes, and a little Child. Swan was the 
gardener, When I went from thence, I worked 
two days with one Mr. Hughes, a farmer, in 
Woodftreet, * about 40 or 50 yards fiom Mr, 
Jeffryes. . 

O: Had you any converſation with Miſs 
Jeffryes while you lived there? 

Vol. IV. E Matt hetus. 
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eight or nine times. After this, I went for 
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Matthews. Ves: about four days after E had 
been there, ſhe ordered me to go up ſtairs 0 
wipe a cheſt of drawers and a few chairs that 
ſtood in a back room, joining to. the houſe, that 
he uſed to. let to the people that came from 
London. Miſs. Jeffryes, came up. juſt after me, 
and. laid to me, what. will you do if a perſon 
ſhould give you a. hundred pounds? I aſked her, 
what I was to do for it! ſhe aſked me. again 
if I was willing to earn jt? I ſaid, I would, if 
it was in an honeſt way, She ſaid, go to Swan, 
and he wall tell you: went to him as ſoon as 
J came down ſtairs; he was in the garden. I 
told him Miſs Jeffryes had offered me a hundred 
pounds, and he was to tell me how I was to 


earn it, Swan ſmiled, and took me into an 


out houſe there, and. told me, if I would take 
and knock the old miſer his maſter on the head, 
he would give me 700 l. Miſs was ſtanding ig 
the garden behind us, and when Swan had done 
ſpeaking, ſaid, I ſhall never have a minute's 
EPs ſo long as that old miſer my uncle is 
alive. 

9. Did ſhe promiſe you any thing at that 
tine? | | | 
Matthews. No, the did not. When I had 
been diſcharged from Mr. Hughes's about two 
days, Swan gave me half a guinea to buy a caſe 
of piſtols, on purpoſe to meet Mr, Jeffryes as 
he came back from Chelſea.--- This was at the 
back of the garden. I went to Low-layton, 
and there ſpent the money at the Green-man, 
Swan had piſtols before, which he ſhewed me 


London; Swan overtook me, and faid, d- 


yaut blood, where was you going f faig-l, 10 
London; 


for Murder. 41 
London; he aſked me to drink, and gave me 
three pence. We went in at the Green- man 
and Bell, the houſe of Mr. Gall in White- 
chapel. We got there about ſix in the evening; 
we had ſome beer, and ſtaid till about eleven 
at night; about which time Swan got up from, 
the table, and challenged the beſt man there to 
fight for a guinea, I being in liquor, {tripped 
as well as he. Swan threw his coat on the 
fire, which Mr. Gall took off left it ſhould be 
burnt, and finding the pockets heavy, felt in 
them, and found two piſtols. Mr. Gal then 
charged the watch with us, and we were pus 
into the cage for that night. While we were 
in the cage, Swan pulled out ſome rings, in a 
caſe, but what quantity I cannot ſay ; but told 
m2 he was going to'pawn them to get money, 
and that they were Miſs Jeffryess. Next 
morning we went before Sir Samuel Gower, 
who committed us to Clerkenwell Bridewell. 
V/e ftaid there about 24 hours, when Mils 
Jeffryes came and releaſed us. After that we 
went to Gall's houſe. Miſs Jeffryes aſked me 
what I meant by bringing her man into a 
ſcrape? I ſaid, he brought himſelf into it. She 
bid Swan give me a ſhilling, and to tell me 
to meet them at the Yorkſhire Grey, a public 
houſe in Stratford, I went there; "hat ſhe, 
and Tom Smith went there in a coach, I 
walked, When I came there, I found them 
all three together in a parlour. Swan gave me 
balf- a- crown, and bid me meet him next day at 
the Buck upon the Foreſt, about ſix in the 
morning; I went, and he came about ſeven. 
Miſs Felfryes went home that ſame night. 
Smith was to go to Mr. Jeffryes's houſe that 

| E 2 night, 
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night, to know if Miſs had made up the dif- 


ference between Swan and his maſter, ſo that 
he might come home again. I went to ſhew 


Smith the way; after which Smith and I came 


tack again; then Swan and Smith went to 
Walthamftow. Smith told Swan, that Miſs 


had made it up with her uncle, and he might 


come home to his ſervice again. So he went 
home, and Smith with him; but I did not, 
but ſtaid at Low-layton till next morning; 
then they returned again, and Swan told me 
his maſter had ſent him to London for ſome 
trees; he bid me meet him the next day, which 
was Sunday, on Epping Foreſt ; but he did 
not come, he met me near the Buck about ſix 
in the afternoon, but nothing paſſed concern- 
ing this matter; Swan went home to his ma- 
ſter's, and I to Low-layton. I ſaw him again 
on the Monday, about two in the afternoon 
nothing then paſſed in this affair. We Raid 
together about two hours, I then went to 
Epping, which is 14 or 15 miles from Wal- 
_ thamſtow, and ſtaid there four days. I came 
back again on the Saturday, and ſaw Swan on 
the Monday morning, near the Buck, in Wal- 
thamſtow. Then he bid me to meet him be- 
yond Walthamſtow Church, on the Tueſday 
about two o'clock in the afternoen. I went, 
and Swan and Miſs Jeffryes came together, 
There he told me I was to come on the Tueſ- 
day following, to the backſide of Mr. Jef- 
fryes's garden, about ten at night, and he would 
give me ſome money; and he was to leave the 
door open for me to come in. Miſs was by, 
_ heard every thing, but ſaid nothing her- 
ſelf, 


— 


bo - 
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9, What was he to give you money for? 
Matthews. He would give me ſome money 

to knock the old miſer, his maſter, on the 

head. I went; the garden was not open; but 
found, upon trying, it was only on the latch. 

I went in, and from thence into the pantry, 

and ſtood behind a tub till Swan came to me, 

which was about eleven o'clock, and pave 
me ſome cold boild beef; and Swan and Jef- 
fryes came to me in the pantry about twelve. 

hen Swan ſaid, now is the time to knock the 
old miſer, my maſter on the head. No, I ſaid, 


I could not find in my heart to do it. Then 


the priſoner Jeffryes damn'd me for a villain, 
becauſe I would not perform according to my 
promiſe. Swan had two piſtols, one loaded 
with flugs, and the other à ball; he damn's 
me, and faid he had a great mind to blow my 
brains out, becauſe I would not do it. The 
he pulled out a book and made me ſwe "7 
would not "diſcover what was paſſed, if I. did, 
be would blow. my brains out; ſo I ſwore, 
1 would not, except I was in danger of my 
life. Then they both went togerher up ſtay; 
and I heard a piſtol go off about half an hour 
afterwards; then I made what haſte. I cquld 
out of the houſe the back way, and ſo off to 
the ferry, and afterwards to Enfield, Chaſe, _. 
4 Did you promiſe to commit the mur. 
er : 5 
. Matthews. I did, near Walthamſtow Church, 
when we were both there; and Swan told me 
when. we were going to London on the Thurf- 
day, if I would not do it, by G--d he muſt, or 
ſomebody elfe - ſhould, for * Miſs Jeffryes was 
with ghild, and if the old * her uncle, came 
3 to 
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to know it, ſhe would be cut off from his 
e date, and —_— out of doors. 
gf, 
When Gall came to apprehend you, 
what did you tell him your name was? 
Mattheis. I told him my name was Smith. 
Had you been acquainted with Miſs 
leihe when ſhe fent 2 up bo duſt the draw- 


ers? 
Matthews. 1 had not Gods! to her TER, 
What fort of a room was that? 
atthews. It was up one pair of ſtairs, be- 
* 2 544 of the houſe of Jeffryes. 
id not you ſay, you was out of the 
neh om at the time of the murder? , 
atthews. Yes, I did. | 
Thomas Forbes, Apothecary at Woodford, 
1 three and four on the Wedneſday 
morning I was called by Swan the priſoner, 
who came and told me, that a fad accident 
had happened to Mr. Jeffryes; I went im- 
mediately, and found the blood about the room 
3 then . 1 the wounds, and 
Wund ws n or piſtol, on the 
Ry fille of _ bo a ſtab near his ear; 
I probed them, and found that under his ear 
_ near four inches deep. J looked upon all the 
wounds to be mortal. There was a knife lay 
upon the tible or ſcrutore in the ſame room. 
1 obſerved that Swan had a clean ſhirt on, and 


no blood upon it. 

en al fefrant mailt to che deptiek 
I was ſervant to Mr. Jeffryes, and had Tived 
with him about four years. Swan was likewiſe 
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him to do, and was there when the murder was 


committed. 
„ Who was wich your ovſter the day 
before ? 


Arnold. Mr. Clifton, his wife, and Mrs. Mar- 
tin; and her children; they dined there, and 
went to the Royal Oak to drink tea in the after- 
noon, and came back all of them about 
ſupper-time; ſome went away, but Mrs, 
Clifton and Mrs. Martin ſtaid till near twelve 
o'clock. 

2. When they went out, did you take particu- 
lar notice of the L of the houſe ? 

Arnold. Before they came home, we faftened 
the outer door. About eleven o'clock, Swan 
and Miſs Jeffryes went into the garden, and re- 
turned in about a quarter of an hour; Swan came 
in firſt, and went directly to bed, without aſking 
leave, "which was what he never uſed to do. 
Miſs came in preſently after, and Mr. Clifton 
and Mrs. Martin were gone before twelve, when 
weall went to bed. | 

Was not Swan quite drunk at that 
time ? x 

Arnold. Pretty much} in liquor. 

29. Was Miſs Jeffry's particularly prefling that 
night for her uncle to go bed, and the com- 


pany to go away ? 
3 Ves; though J did not take 
notice of if till afterwards. When ve 


went to bed, we all went up together ; but 
firſt I faſtened all the doors, by my maſter's 
order. Miſs lay in the next room to her un- 
cle; the partition was very thin, with à hole in 


it. Mea,” the ſame floor as Maſter my 


and Miſs 
- & 


2 
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J Did you hear any thing of the piſtol ? 

rnald, No. The firſt alarm was about three 
o'clock, when I looked out of the window, and 
faw Miſs Jeffrey's in the yard in her ſhift, and 
Swan told me my Maſter was murdered he 
feared, and deſired me to go and ſee him, 
which I did, found him wounded, and the 
blood congealed. I ſaw a knife, and ſome bits 
of wood in the room; but the knife was not 


| bleed;. After this, I ran out of doors and a- 


larmed the neighbours. bn 
2. Where did your Maſter keep his piſ- 
tols ? | $ 1% ” 
Arnold. In the kitchen, there uſed to hang a 
pair of piſtols, but after the murder I could find 
. one of them, but ſaw ſome chippings of lead 
on the floor in the kitchen, as if cut off the bul- 
lets, that J remember I ſaw Swan fitting to the 
RT Tf. „ RS, | 
* Did you ever obſerve any thing particu- 
lar in the behaviour of Miſs Jeffryes towaids 


Swan, and what have you heard your maſter ſay 


? 


t! 
7 


: 
Arnold. Miſs uſed ta go frequently into the gar- 
den, and my maſter was diſpleaſed at it, and 
threatened to alter his will, and cut her off, if ſhe 
did not alter her conduct. | 
William Gallant. I knew Mr. Jeffryes, he was 
my very good friend. The week before Mr. 


Jeffryes was murdered, John Swan came to m 


thop and told me, Mifs Jeffryes wanted to ſpeak, 
with me, that I muſt go to the yard gate, and 


ſhe would come to me. Accordingly I went, 


and in a little time ſhe came to me; (this was 
on Tueſday the 25th of June) and told _ 
= x 
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ſhe had recommended me to make a lady's tete, 
and deſired that I would get her uncle as far as 
Bucket's-hill, about four miles off, and to keep 
him out till pretty late at night, and make him 
very much in liquor, and if I ſpent half-a-crown |, 
or a crown in ſo doing, ſhe would, give me as 
much for myſelf. My anſwer was, that I did 
not think my buſineſs would admit of it at that 
time, She then catched me by the wriſt, and 
ſaid, dear gallant, do it this week ; if not this 
week, it muſt. be done the next. She then 
told me ſhe ſhould have money very ſhortly, and 
it I wanted any, I ſhould have two or three 
guineas, and ſhe would not be in a hurry for 
it. I then aſked her if there was any thing more 
than ordinary in the caſe? ſhe faid, yes; that 
ſhe wanted to ſpend a day abroad, and when. 
her uncle came home ſo, (meaning in liquor) 
he did not enquire after her. A few days after 
this the murder, was committed, I went to the 
houſe, and faid, where is that villain Matthews? 
and told Swan, my heart miſgave me about him; 
Swan ſaid, O my lad, he is as innocent as a 
Jamb. And the ſame morning I ſaw the priſo- 
ner Jeffryes bounce herſelf down tz a chair in 
the kitchen, and ſaid, h 7 ball die a worſe death 
than my uncle. 

James Thornton, Surgeon. I ſaw Mr. Jeftryes. 
after he was murdered, about an hour; the blood 
was Congealed and loſt out of thoſe ſmall arteries 
where the wounds were given. | 

A Had you any converſation with Miſs Jef- 
fryes at that time! 

Thornton, I aſked her how it came to paſs? 
the anſwered, ſhe was in a great fright, and 

heard 
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heard four fellows running down ſtairs, and one 


of them ſaid, D---1 it, now we have done all Ihe 
miſchief wwe can, let us ſet the houſe on fire. She 


7 


farther ſaid, ſhe jumped out of bed, and out of 


the vin ov. I aſked her, who was the firſt 
that came to her aſfiſtance? ſhe ſaid, Mrs. 
Diaper. I aſked her, who came next? ſhe ſaid, 
our fellow. I believe all the wounds in his head 
were mortal. | 

Miliam Gowlet. I live at Watthamſtow ; my 
father is Joſeph Schooling. About a month 
before this affair happened Miſs Jeffryes came 
to Joſeph Schooling, in Marſh-ftreer, and ſaid 
ſhe wanted a coach for the day; I carried her, 
and ſet her down near White-chapel Church. 
She then went to the Green: man and Bell, and 
ordered me to take her up at Sir Samuel Gower's 
at one o'clock; which I did, and then carried 
ber to Lombard-ftreet, and from thence to ths 


Green-man and Bell in White-chapel, thence to 


the Yorkſhire-Gray at Stratford, and from thence 
home to Walthamſtow. | 
John Gall, at the Green-man and Bell, de- 
poſed, that on the 19th of June, ſome time be- 
fore the dea of Mr. Jeffryes, the priſoner 
Swan came to his houſe, and called for fome 


bumbo, and that about 10 o'clock at night there 


was a noiſe in his Tap-room ; that he went in 


and there ſaw Thomas Matthews, and aſked, 


what bufſmeſs that _ ragged fellow, meaning 
Matthews, had there, and was going to turn him 
out of the houſe, as thinking he was the occa- 


ſion of the quarrelling in the kitchen, when Swan, 
who was in another room, ſaid, D- you, if 
you uſe my friend ill, 1 will fight you, and then 


pulled off his coat, and threw it on the grate ; 
15% that 


2 


that then this witneſs, fearing! the coat might 
be burnt, catched it off the grate, and finding 
the pockets weighty, felt in them and found 
two piſtols; that then, fearing Swan and Mal- 
the ws might be robbers, he got afſiſtance {curd 
them in the cage for that night, and the next 
day carried them before Sit Samuel Gower, who 
committed them to Clerkenwell Bridewel, but 
at the ſame: time recommended to the witnels 


to ſend to Walthamſtow to know whether 


Swan belonged to Mr. Jeſfryes or not, and in 
the mean time to keep them in his houſe 3 
that he this witneſs went to Walthamſt ow 
himſelf, and ſaw Miſs Jeffreys, the priſaner at 
the bar, and told her what had happened, when 
ſhe promiſed, that either her uncle or herſelf 
would come the next morning. hat the next 
morning Miſs came to him about fix oclock, 
which was the 20th, and then went before 
dir Samuel Gower, where ſhe owned the piſ- 
tols as belonging to à gentleman that had been 
a journey with her, and had left them in her 
care to get cleaned, for which purpoſe ſhe had 
ſeat them to town by Swan, who was her un» 
cle's man, and that the ear- rings were to be 
carried to one Bentley, as a ſecurity for ſome 
money ſhe had borrowed; that then Sir Samuel 
ſent for Swan and Matthews; from Bridewell, 
and diſcharged them Miſs promiſing him, this 
witneſs, to paycall the expences; and that after 
the diſcharge of Swan. and. Matthews, they, with 
Miſs Jeffreys, and one Thomas Smith, came to 
the witneſs's houſe and dined there, ; 
He further ſaid, "That: after the death of Mr. 
Jeffryes, hearing that Matthews was ſuſpeRed, 
he reſolved to apprehend him if he: could find 
him; 
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him; that on the gth of November laſt, Tho- 
mas Smith came to him and informed him, that 
he had ſeen Matthews come out of the India- 
Houſe; that then he, this witneſs, went thi⸗- 
ther, and made what enquiry he could, and by 
deſcribing him to Mr. Crab, he promiſed, if he 
came, to detain him; that he was afterwards in- 
formed that Matthews was gone to a houſe in 
Abel's Buildings near Roſemary-lane, and that 
he had entered himſelf in the India Company's 
ſervice; at this houſe: he apprehended him, but 
then he denied his name to be Matthews, and 
ſaid it was Thomas Smith; that then he carried 
him to the Three-Tuns in. Lombard-ſtreet, and 
there he confeſſed his name was Matthews, and 
knew who did the murder, but did not do it 
himſelf; that then he carried him before Sir Sa- 
muel Gower who, after taking his examination, 
committed him to Clerkenwell Bridewell for 
further examination; that this witneſs aſked 
Matthews where he had been ſince Mr. Jeffryes's 
death; that Matthews faid, he had been at ſea 
in the Earneſt Induſtry, and was caſt away on 
the Capes of Virginia, and was taken up by 
Capt. Wolfe in the Dolphin; but upon enquiry, 
this witneſs found there had been no ſuch ſhip in 
the river for twelve months before. ; 

Being aſked, on his croſs- examination, how 
many examinations he had been at, anſwered, 
two. Whether Matthews was nat found in 
ſeveral ſtories before Sir Samuel Gower, he ſaid, 
he was. Ar | 

Thomas Smith, a ſhoemaker in White-chapel, 
depoſed, that on the 21ſt of June laſt he was with 
Miſs Jeftryes, Swan, and Matthews, at the 
Green-man and bell ia White-chapel, where 


Ls 
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ne was told Miſs wanted ſome flower- roots; that 
from thence he went with Miſs and Swan in a 
coach to the White-horſe at Stratford, where 
Swan and Matthews had ſome talk together, 
and Miſs went home. He then went on to ſhew 
the ſeveral places, that he, Matthews and Swan, 
had drank at; and at laſt gave an account, 
that Swan ſent him to Miſs Jeffryes to know it 
ſhe had perſuaded her uncle to receive him again 
into his ſervice after his being: releaſed from 
Bridewell; but he knew nothing of what na- 
ture the conferences were between Swan and 
Matthews. - 

Ann WWright depoſed, that ſhe kept the York- 
ſhire Gray at Stratford; that one day in June laſt 
Miſs 7 1 and two men came in a coach to 
her houſe, and they, with another man that was 
there, went into a room and called for wine; 
that Miſs Jeffryes cried and ſaid ſhe had 
been to get Swan out of Bridewell, and fetch- 
ing a ſigh, ſaid, ſhe feared ſhe ſhould be damn'd. 
About the time Mr. Jeffryes was murdered, 
Swan came and told me his maſter was ſhot with 
his own piſtol, and that he was going to Lon- 
don for a ſurgeon, and deſired me to get him, a 
coach; he ſeemed very much concerned and 
fluttered in his ſpirits, and when he returned 
from London, he was very drunk at the button 
of the coach. x 

John Mills, at the Why-not-beat-dragon, at 
Mile-End. About four in the morning a man 
came to my houſe, and ſaid, there was a fad 
murder committed at Walthamſtow, About ſix 
o'clock Swan came in the Stratford coach, and 
called at my door for a gill of rum. I ſaid, what 
caa ſadurder has been committed! Swan aſked 
Vox. IV. F me, 
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me, what murder? I anſwered at Walthamſtow, 
Then Swan ſaid, he lived with the gentle- 
man. I ſaid, I heard the maid had jumped out 
of the window, He ſaid, no, but the niece had 
jumped out of a window three ſtories high. 1 
ſaw him again three hours after, on his return, 
quite drunk and ſtupid in the coach. 

Samuel Adams, of Walthamſtow depoſed, that 
he heard Miſs Jeffryes cry out Thieves! Fire 
Murder] that he went to her aſſiſtance; ſhe 
was at a chamber-window, and cried. out, get 
a ladder, for there were rogues and thieves ; at 
that time he had nothing to defend himſelf; 
he went to get a bill; and as he was going, ſaw 
Swan opening the ſtreet door. : 

On his croſs- examination he was aſked, whe- 
ther he did not miſtake the maid for the miſ- 
treſs? he,replied, no; for the maid came down 
afterwards. - BY + | 

Mr. Hi[.ier, a farmer at Walthamſtow, de- 
poſed, that he went about ſeven o'clock in the 
morning the murder was committed ; that when 
he came into the ſtreet, he was met by Mrs, 
Cander, who told him Mr. Jeffryes was mur- 
dered, By what they farther ſaid, he found it 
was owing to an alteration which he was about to 
make in his will. 

Q. Did you ſee a bar that belonged to the 
window over the door ? Es 

Hyllier. Yes; an iron bar ſtanding by the tide 
of the door, that belonged to the -window ; and 
the lead was regularly untwiſted on the inſide of 
the window, as if a glazier had done it. From 
thence I apprehended that ſome of the family had 


done the murder. We got of Swan two or l 
three 
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three rakes to ſearch the pond for the things 
they ſaid were ſtolen; there came likewiſe 
three other men, who each of them took an in- 
ſtrument, and ſaid to Swan look about again, 
theſe things can never be catried off. A 
little after this, the men hallowed out, pul- 
ling a ſack out of the pond, with pewter, 
brafſes, a ſilver tankard, ſome ſpoons, and other 
things. | We 
2 When you was going before the Juſtice, 
was Mrs. Martin with you, and what con- 
verſation paſſed? A 

Hyllier. Ves; Mifs Jeffryes ſaid, as I was' 
a gentleman ſhe hoped I would not ſuffer her 
to be ill- uſed. She then called me to be a 
witneſs, that ſhe had given to Mrs. Martin 
Bank Notes to the value of Soo l. and a 
500 J. Bond; and as ſhe was going to get 
into the coach ſhe pulled a Bank Bill of 1001. 
out of her boſom, and gave it to Mrs. Martin 
to let her know, and that all the world might 
know, that Mr. Jeffryes did not loſe his life 
for the ſake of wronging Mrs. Martin's chil- 
dren; which 100 1. was to be equally divided 
amongſt the children. | 

Elizabeth Gallant, wife of William Gallant, 
a former witneſs, being aſked, how long it was 
before ſhe came to the houſe after the murder 
of Mr. Jeftryes? anſwered, immediately, as ſoon 
as ſhe had dreſſed herſelf. : 

: Do you remember you ſaw Miſs Jeffryes 
give any particular directions about a box of 
Writings ? | | 

Gallant, About an hour and a half after I 
came, ſhe called to Mrs. Butler to take the box 
of writings out of her uncle's room, and to carry 

F'2 them 
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them into her's, lock the door, and bring her the 


key; which ſhe did. 


Richara Clark, of Walthamſtow. I was at 
the houſe in the morning the murder was com- 


mitted, I heard an outcry of murder, fire, and 
thieves ;, I live but 16 yards from his houſe; 
28 I went into the Court, I ſaw Swan; he. 
made a full ſtop before me; I aſked him which. 


way they got in? Swan ſaid, he thought they: 
got in at the window backward and. out of the 
door; he went as far as the door with us, to- 
{hew us the window, and I examined the win- 
dow and door, after I came back; I looked 
about the yard, and round the premiſes; and. 
though it was a dewy morning, yet I ſaw no. 
dew beat off. | 

9, Hat you ever any converſation with 
Swan ? | 

Clark, Miſs Jeffryes deſired me to go with. 
Swan to fetch a horſe that was at graſs in the 
marſhes; being a hot day, we went in te drink; 
coming by Lord Caſtlemain's, he aſked if I 
was a man ſufficient to ſhoot any thing ? I told. 
him I never was a ſportſman; he ſaid, if I 
could, he could get me 50 1. and a horſe to 


Q. Had you been talking about ſhooting be- 


fore? 


.. Clark, No, never in our lives. 

John Ball, a butcher of Walthamſtow, de- 
poſed, that the morning the murder was com- 
mitted, he met Mr. Robert Clifton, and told 
him Mr, Jeffryes was ſhot; whereupon they 
went to Mr, Jeffryes, and Mr. Clifton then 


| tiok hold of his hand, and ſaid, F you know 


who did this, bold up your hand, or elſe let it lie 
mY ill. 


ill. Upon that, he let the handkerchief, he 
held in his hand to wipe the blood off his face, 
drop on the bed, and held up his left-hand. 
This was between three and four o'clock in 
the morning, and to the beſt of my know- 
ledge, Mrs. Martin ſtood on the other ſide of 
the det. 8 3 
Here the King's Couneil reſted the prooſs 
for the crown; and the prifoners being called 
upon to make their defence, Swan faid, that 
he had nothing to fay, but left it to his council. 
And Jeffryes ſaid, ſhe had nothing more to 
fay, than that ſhe fhould call witneffes to 
prove moſt of thoſe' who had been produced 
for the King, perjured; and left the reſt to het 
Council, | OY © 1b, Wks 
Eliza. Diaper depoſed, that ſhe lived within 
a few yards of the deceaſed, and well remem- 
bered when he was murdered; that between 
two and three o'clock in the morning, ſhe 
heard a voice calling out, Diaper, Diaper! on 
which ſhe jumped out of bed, opened the win- 
dow, faw Mifs Jeffryes, and heard her call- 
ing out, there are rogues in the houſe, "This 
witneſs was undreſſed, and in her fhift ; ſhe put 
on her gown, and faid, I am coming as faft as 
I can, They were ſtill crying out Fire and 
Thieves; and that the maid was at the window 
at the ſame time. | my 
This witneſs fainted in the Court, and was 
obliged to be carried out, and her hufband, 
John Diaper, was ſworn next. : 
John Diaper, I live about fifteen yards from 
the late Mr. Jeffryes houfe at Walthamſtow. 
The morning Mr. Jeffryes was murdered, be- 
tween two and three o'clock, I heard Miſs 


* 2 Jeftryes 
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effryes cry out, Diaper Diaper ! for God's: 
ake help / res / 2 ! Thieves 1 got to- 
he window, and ſaw Miſs Jeffryes half- way 
ut of her window, endeavouring to get down. 
dreſſed myſelf as faſt as I could, and ran to 
her aſſiſtance. When I got down ftairs I ſaw 
a woman with a hand- bill in her hand; I took. 
the bill, ard went on to Mr. Jeffryes's houſe; 
and in my way, turning back, 1 ſaw Miſs. 
effryes at my door. Juſt before I came to Mr. 
Jellies s door, Swan had opened it in his ſhirt, 
and one Clark entered the houſe before me; I 
went in, and, with Clark, ſearched the houſe 
all over to the garden, and places adjacent, but 
could not- find any marks of any perſon that 
had gone from the houſe, the dew being on the 


9 graſs, I obſerved Swan ſeemed very much 


affrighted, and ſaid, he wiſhed he had died with. 
his maſter, for that he would have loft his own life. 


+ | 20 have ſaved his maſter's. 


Mrs. Diaper, being recovered, was again: 
brought into Court, and depoſed, that ſhe ſaw 
Miſs Jeffryes in her ſhift, and Mrs. Buckle by 
her; and that this deponent ſaid to Miſs, Lord 
Miſs, how did you get out; and ſhe ſaid, out. 
of the window. f | 

For God's ſake, ſaid Miſs, ſee where my 
uncle is, and Joe Martin. Swan came out 
undreſſed. Miſs was at her door, and her 
ſhift had no blood upon it, nor marks, nor 
Gains, It was foul, and ſhe might have wore 
It two or three days.. : | 


1 in conbulſiuns for near a quarter of au 
urs. | 2 
| This 


Miſs Teffryes fainted away at this time, and 
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This deponent farther faid, that the maid? 
opened her mafter's window, and cried out, 
Thieves, Rogues ; the rogues have opened my maſter's: 
door, and cut my maſter's throat from ear to ear. 
As ſoon as I came to the door, I defired the- 
maid to go and get the child down, which ſhe: 
did, and left it at Mrs. Martin's door. When 
I came into Mr. Jeffryes's room, I found him: 
murdered, and the blood ran a-croſs his throat; 
I generally nurſed: him in his illneſs, and obſerv- 
ed Miſs. very kind to him. And I have known 
that John Swan has fetched Mr. Jeffryes from 
Chelſea, the Foreſt, and. elſewhere, at all 
hours. | . | 

Being croſs-examined, ſhe faid,. the window 
was directly over the doer, and had a caſement ;. 
that a perſon could get out of, and that Miſs 
has got out of the window. many a time to get 
jeſſamy; that ſhe ſaw the wounds bleeding, and. 
the blood was warm, and that there were marks 
of blood on the baniſters on the right-hand ſide 
going down; that. ſhe-ſaw them all ſtript to 
their ſhirts and ſhifts, and not a ſpot of blood. 
upon them. | 

William Davis. I live near Mr. Jeffryes, and 
heard Miſs crying out for God's ſake 'bring a. 
ladder; and when the door was opened ſhe ſaid, 
go fry for my. uncle, for I believe the rogues have 
tilled him; I went up ftairs, ſaw Mr. Jeffryes 
lying on his bed; he blowed his noſe with his 
handkerchief. I obſerved ſome blood on the 
baniſters, and on the ſtairs; when we came 
down ſtairs, ſhe ordered us to go and ſearch all 
about for the rogues, if. fifty of us went, ſhe 
would pay us. She ſeemed to be a little fright- 


ened. 


— — 
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ened. Swan was very ready to aſſiſt us with 


Jeffryes did. Wedneſday morning between two 
and three o'clock, I heard a calling out, Rogues, 
I am afraid the houſe is on fire. When I came 
into tfe court, Miſs Jeffryes was falling from 
the window. I aſked the reaſon of it. She 
ſaid, ſhe was in a dream when ſhe heard the 
outcry in the houſe. She ſaid, don't mind me, 
but go ſeck after my uncle; ſhe was in a real 
fright and concern; her ſhift was not clean, 
and no blood upon it; that Miſs ſaid, ſhe heard 
ſome men run down ſtairs, and that they ſaid, 
damnation to the old rogue, they have done all 
the miſchief they could, and now they would 
go down and fet the houſe on fire, which forced 
her out of the window. & 95 
Gatherine Griffiths, I lived at Walthamſtow, 
about three or four rood from Mr. Jeffryes's 
houſe, my window opens into the yard. I re- 
member the time he was murdered. I heard 
Miſs Jeffryes cry, fire, thieves, and murder. 
I was in my chamber, and knew her voice very 
well. I got up, and went down into the yard; 
there ſhe ſtood in her ſhift at Mr. Diaper's door. 


my uncle is murdered, and met the maid with 
a child in her arms; ſhe ſaid her maſter's throat 
was cut from ear to ear. Miſs Jeffryes took 
on, and cried much. We went up ſtairs, and 
found him in his gore, we lifted him up, and 
bolſtered him upright: Miſs Jeffryes was in the 
room during the time, but ſhe gave ſuch ſhrieks 
we turned her down again, fearing it ſhould 
diſturb him. She kneeled down on the floor, 
when 


— — 


rakes to fearch the pond. _ - | a 
Mary Buckle. I live in the court where Mr. 


She ſaid, Lord have mercy upon me, I am afraid 
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when ſhe was there, and ſaid, dear uncle, if you 
dal ſpeak, ſpeak to me. This was after he was 
ſet upright in his bed. Then ſhe ſaid, i/f you can- 
not ſpeak, hold up your hand, or make ſome motionsi. 
He did not, he ſqueezed her by the hand, when 
ſhe aſked if he knew her? from which we took ' 
him to be ſenſible. | | b 

Q. Was Mr. M*Coone in the room, when 
ſhe was there? | unten 

Griffiths, He was; he got Mr. Jeffryes by the 
hand, and aſked him if he knew him? Mr.“ 
Jeffryes ſqueezed his hand alſo; he ſaid ſome- 
thing to bim about holding up his hand; it was, 
] think, to hold it up if he knew who murdered 
him; ut he did not hold up his hand. (She ix 
ſhewed ſome ſplinters of the piſtol) Theſe are the 
ſame which 1 had a hand in picking up. He 
lived till about eight at night, and died. I Was 
with him when he die. 

0 alt Croſs- examined. 

Q. What time of the day was it that Mr. 
M Coone was there. RS) - INST 

Griffiths, He was there at the fame time Miſs 
was. {£9 

Q. Did you ſee the deceafed wipe his noſe and 
face with a handkerchieff ß 

Griffiths. I did; I was in the room from firſt 
to laſt; and never out of it but once. £ 

Q. Did you ſee Mr. Ball there? 

Griffths, I did. c 

„ Do you remember his aſking him 

ſome queſtions, about holding up his hand? 

Griffiths, I do not; I know he did not hold- 
up his hand to any body; ſeveral people 
aſked him queſtions, but he did not hold up, = | 

* h ; 
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hand at all. I had him by the hand, and he- 
ſqueezed my hand a great many times, when 
I aſked him if he knew me, but he never opened 
his eyes. ö . aa WA 
; Robert Cliſton. I have known Mr. Jeffryes, 
many years, was his apothecary, and was with 
him the day before he was murdered until the 
evening. Swan came to me about ten in the 
morning, deſired me to make all the haſte J 
could, for he feared his maſter was murdered ; 
and Miſs. Jeffryes aſked, if any help could he 
had in London!? if there was, ſhe deſired he 
might have it; that a ſurgeon who was there 
imagined he might be dead before any help could 
come. I really believe the hand that difcharged 
the piſtol Aube wounded by the burſting of it, 
Swan was not wounded, and there fore 
I : think he did not diſcharge the piſtol, I have 
taken Mr, Jeffryes out at the requeſt, of Miſs 
which was, that ſhe might receive a viſit, or go 
ado aired! 2 i277 57 Te 1-7 
Priſoner, Council. Did Miſs Jeffryes ſhew 
any concern at the loſs of her uncle, as you 


obſerved ? 


Glifton. Yes, and I do believe ſne was really 
affected, by the effects it had upon her. | 
Being crofs-examined, he ſaid, if John Swan 
was inclined to do: his maſter a miſchief, he had 
many better opportunities, as there was many 
a dark night when he came home with him; 
that his horſe once went into a pond, and he 
fell over his horſes neck, and Swan ſaved him, 
and he always expreſſed a ſatisfaction in Swan 
who ſaved him. That Miſs. behaved always 
very dutifully, and that he thought ſhe had no 

band in the murder, 
Priſoner. 
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Priſoner. Council, Mr, Clifton, is it your opi- 
nion, or Is it poſſible. for-a man to ſhoot off 
that piſtol — in the deceaſed's room, and 
not be wounded 

Clifton. To me it is morally impoſſible that he 
ſhould eſcape un wounded, 

The council for the crown then obſerved, that 
the piſtol being a long one, as appeared from 
the length of the rammer, which was produced 
as alſo the ſhattered remains of the piſtol, and 
that part; where the lock was fixed, was entire, 
and conſequently the hand that diſcharged it 
might not be hurt, That at the time he came to 
Mr. Jeffryes, he told Mr. Forbes that it was 
done by ſome. of the family. To which Mr. 
Clifton now replied, that he might ſay ſo through 
ſurprize, but that he had no ſuſpicion of any per- 
ſon in the houſe at that time. 

Court. Was you not with Miſs Jeffryes this 
morning before fix o'clock, and did you not re- 
ceive a ſum of money of her? 

Clifton. I never received any money 'from 
her. 

Court. Was there not either 20]. or 20 


guineas, that you received of her this morning 
or laſt night? 


| Clifton. My ſon told me he had a 201. 
note in part for goods delivered to her. I 

never applied to her for this money. And 
: all that paſſed directly or indirectly, was, that 
I would not come into court unleſs the Wm 
was paid. 

Anne Clifton, wife of the laſt 8 1 went 
into Mr, Jeffryes's back gates, about four o clock, 
and ſaw Miſs. Jeffryes in the garden; I went into 
the * and ſaw Mrs. Martin, who ſaid ſhe 

had 


— 
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had loſt the beſt friend ſhe had in the world; and] 
I ſaid, 1 thought fo too. That that day Mr. 
Jeffryes intended to alter his will, and to have 
provided for her family, for ſhe was his daughter- 
4n-law. 1 
Francis Gaſbold. I was well acquainted with 
the deceaſed, and have often, at Miſs Jeffryes's 
requeſt, taken him abroad, that ſo ſhe might go 
to the boarding ſchool, or take a walk, or enter. 
.tain-a viſito . | 
Sir Samuel Gower, Matthews was brought 
before me and examined, and ] committed him 
to Bridewell on ſuſpicion of being concerned in 
Aome: robbery, He was examined four or five 
times before me, Mr. Bateman, and Mr. Quar- 
Tel. He gave different accounts in his exami- 
nations. I told him I could not put confidence 
in his evidence, he. prevaricated fo much. II 
did ſuffer him to ſign one or two of his exa- 
-minations. And when he ſaid any thing of the 
fact of the murdering Mr. Jeffryes, he always 
ſaid he was hired to do it, and was offered mo- 
ney. 'I aſked him why he did not make this 
diſcovery ſooner, and then he might have ap- 
ared like an honeſt man, and ſaved his maſ- 
ter's life; and he told me he could not tell how 
to go about it. He was brought before me by 
Mr. Gall, but I looked on him as a crimi- 
'mal. - . | 
JFuſtice Juarrel. I was preſent when Mat- 
thews was before Sir Samue] Gower ; ſome time 
in November laſt; he differed in the latter part 
of his account; but as to his ' ſaying he was 
hired, he kept to that all the time of his exami- 
nation; he only heard the latter part of it; 
upon obſerving ſome hurt he had 1 
| nd 
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hand, he ſaid, he received it by a rope in the 
ſhip. © © MY. e h 
Sir Samuel Gower's Clerk, depoſed, that on 
Matthews's ſecond examination, he ſaid he 
knew nothing at all of the murder, nor did ever 
hear of it until he was taken; and at his ſecond 
examination he contradicted himſelf, and ſaid, 
that what he ſaid before was a lie. I was 
deſired to go into another room to take his con- 
feſſion, which I did, and he figned it with his 
mark; and he confeſſed that he was hired, and 
was to have 700ol. for the murder. | 

The priſoners having gone through their de- 
fence, the council for the crown, in their reply, 
ſaid, that the evidence produced in ſupport of the 
indictment was clear, ſtrong, and permanent; 
and that the evidence on the part of the defence, 
had not contradicted one ſingle circumſtance that 
was advanced on the part of the proſecution; that 
indeed they had produced two worthy magittrates, 
before whom Matthews was examined, in order 
to deſtroy the credit that might be given to Mat- 
thews's teſtimony; but inſtead of deſtroying they 
abſolutely confirmed it; for that the ſum of the 
evidence of both thoſe gentlemen was, that tho? 
Matthews in his ſeveral examinations in ſome 
things greatly prevaricated, yet, whenever he 
ſpoke of Mr. Jeffryes's murder, he always in- 
ſiſted, that Swan and Miſs Jeffryes, the two 
priſoners at the bar, hired him to do it, and 
at the ſame time he as ſtrongly infitted that he 
refuſed to do it; and therefore his evidence which 
might be called a paoſitive one, ſupported 
by the many circumſtances that attended it, eft 
no manner of doubt, but that the priſoners were 
Guilty. 95 | ry 
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The Judge having ſummed up the evidence 
to the Jury, they withdrew, and in a little 
more than an hour returned, and brought the 
priſoners in Guilty. Death. | 
On Thurſday, the day after her conviction, 
ſhe made a confeſſion, that what Matthews had 
ſworn was true, except that part of his being in 
the houſe at the time the piftol went off: and 
that ſhe had-had this murder in her thoughts for 
two years paſt, but never had a proper opportu- 
nity of getting it executed before, till ſhe en- 
gaged and perſuaded Swan, and together with 
Swan, ſhe offered Matthews money to execute 
it, who agreed to do it; that upon the night the 
murder was committed, it was agreed between 
N Swan and her, that they ſhould both go up to 
their chambers, as if they were going to bed, 
and as ſoon. as the maid had locked her door, 
and was ſuppoſed to be in bed, Miſs Jeffryes 
came out of her own room to Swan's, and ſaid 
golla! are you awake ? be anfwered, yes; and 
he was not undiefled, Then ſhe went into her 
uncle's: room to ſee if he was aſleep, and took 
a ſilver tankard, a ſilver cup, and fome ſilver 
' ſpoons, from off a cheſt of drawers in the de- 
ceaſed's room; then ſhe and Swan went down 
{tairs, and Swan took out a new ſack from under 
the ſtairs, and ſhe and he put the plate, and 
ſome pewter and braſs which they took off the 
{helves in the kitchen, into the ſack, till ſhe 
ſaid, I can do no more. Swan and ſhe then 
drank. each a large dram of brandy; then ſhe 
went up ſtairs into her own chamber, where it 
was agreed ſhe ſhould undreſs herelf, and lie till 
a:fignal was given by a knock at her door or 


 wainſcot, that her uncle was murdered, then ſhe 
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was to open her window and cry out, Diaper ! 
fire and thieves! to alarm the neigbbourhaod. 
She farther ſays, that ſhe accidentally fell a ſleep, 
as ſoon almoſt as in bed; but on a ſudden was 
waked by fome noiſe in a fright, when ſhe laid 
and liſtened, and heard a violent breathing or 
gaſping, as if ſomebody was under a difficulty in 
drawing their breath; then ſhe concluded her 
uncle was murdered, and opened her window, 
and made the agreed alarm; directly after Which 
ſhe came down ſtairs, and Swan let her out of 
the ſtreet door in her ſhift, when ſne run to Mrs. 
Diaper's door, in the. ſame Court-yatdi Swan 
then ſhut the ſtreet-door, and as ſoon as he 
heard the neighbours were coming, he opened 
the ſtreet· door again in his ſhirt, and tan out 
28 if he had juſt come out of bed in a fiight. She 
ſurther ſays, that previous to the executing this 
diabolical defign, they had taken'care to cut the 
wire of the bell on the outſide, which went from 
the maſter's. to the maid's room, to prevent his 
calling the maid. | | it 

Swan ſaid, that he did not do the murder, but 
that Matthews, who came in at the garden- 
gate, which Swan had left open for that 
purpoſe, actually did it with one of the de- 
ceaſed's piſtols, Which was hanging up in the 
kitchen; and Swan cut a bullet which he took 
out of a drawer in the kitchen to make it fit the 
piſtol. And he was implacable againſt Miſs 
Jeffryes for having made any confeſſion of this 
melancholy and wicked affair. | . BF (1087) 

On Saturday; March 14, they received fen- 
tence of death; and while the Judge was 
making à moving and pathetic ſpeech before 

| * the 
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the ſentence, Miſs Jeffryes fainted away ſeveral 
times, and at laſt recovering herſelf, * prayed 
X future ſtate. | | 5 
Swan was hung in chains on Epping Foreſt. 


for as long time as poſſible to prepare herſelf for 
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SANNA WELLS, for a Robbery. 
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WELLS, were indicted; firſt for that 
' the on the ſecond of January 1753, in the dwel- 
ling-houſe of the faid Suſanna Wells, on Eliza- 
beth Canning, Spinſter, did make an aſſault and 
took from her a pair of ſtays, value 10s. her pro- 
perty: The latter, for that ſhe, well-knowing 
that ſhe, Mary Squires, to have done and com- 
mitted the ſaid robbery, her the ſaid Mary did 
then and there feloniouſly receive, harbour, 
conceal, comfort, and maintain, | againſt the 
peace, and the form of the ſtatute. | 
Elizabeth Canning depoſed thus: I had been 


to fee an uncle and aunt, his name is Thomas 


Colley; JI went from home about eleven in the 
orenoon, and ſtaid there till about nine at night 
cn the firft of January, then my uncle and aunt 
came with meas far as Aldgate, where we parted, 
I went down Hounſditch, and ſo over Moor- 
fields by Bedlam-wall, there two luſty men, 
both in great-coats, laid hold of me, one on 
each ſide; they ſaid nothing to me at firſt, but 
took half-a-guinca in a little box out of m 


pocket, and 3s. that were Jooſe; as likewiſe 


my gown, apron, and hat, fo'ded them wt 
an 
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and put them in a great-coat pocket; I ſcreamed 
out; the man who took my gown, put a hand- 
kerchief or ſomething into my mouth; they then 
tied my hands behind me; after which one of 
them gave me a blow on the temple, and 
faid, d---n you Bitch, well do , you by and by. 
I having been lube to convulſion fits for theſe 


* . 


four years, this blow ſtunned me, and threw me 
into one directly. The firſt thing I remember 
after this was, I found myſelf by a large road, where 
there was water, with the two men that robbed 
me,---I had no diſcourſe with them; they took 
me to the priſoner Wells's houſe about four 
o'clock in the morning. I recovered from my fic 
about half an hour before I came to the houſe. 
They lugged me along, and ſaid, you Bitch. why 
don't you walk faſter 9 one had hold cn my :ight 
hand, and the other on niy left, and © pulled 
me along. I think it was day-light about three 
hours after I came to Wells's houſe.,--=When 
I was carried into the houſe, I f.w the gipſey- 
woman Squires, who was fitting in a chair, and 
two young women in the ſame room; Virtue 
Hall, the evidence, was one; they were ſtand- 
ing againſt a dreſſer: I did not fee the priſo- 
ner Wells there. As ſoon as I was brought 
in, Squires took me by the hand, and aſked 
me if I choſe to go their way, ſaying, if I did, 
I ſhould have fine cloaths: I faid, no. Then 
ſhe went and took a knife out of a dreſſer- 
drawer, cut the lace of my ſtayes, and took 
them from me. I thought ſhe was a going to 
cut my throat when I ſaw her take the Knife. 
Nothing Elſe was taken from me at that time; 
but Squires looking at my petticoat, ſaid, here 
you Bitch, you may keep that, it is not worth much, 
and gave me a flap on the face, After 
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After that, ſhe puſhed me up flairs out of the 
kitchen where I was, into a place they called 
the hay-lofr, and ſhut the door as ſoon as ſhe had 
put me in; then ſhe ſaid, if ever ſhe heard me 
ſtir, ſhe'd cut my throat, When day-light ap- 
peared, and I could fee about the room, there 
was a fire - place and grate in it, no bed or bed- 
ftead, nothing but hay to lie upon; there was 
a black pitcher not quite full of water, and 
about twenty-four pieces of bread, about the 
quantity of a quartern loaf, beſides which, I 
had in my pocket a penny-mince-pye, which [ 
bought to carry home to my brother.---I con» 
tinued in that room a month by the weeks, all 
but a few hours, no body came to me all the 
time. Once I ſaw ſomebody, look through 
the crack of the door, but don't know who it 
was.---] made no attempt to get out till the time 
I got out; and had nothing to ſubſiſt on, during 
the time but the bread, mince-pye, and water. 
1 got out by breaking down a board that was 
nailed at the inſide of the window. (It was 
about eight or ten foot from the ground, as ſhe Þ 
deſcribed it) firſt I got my head out, and kept 
faſt hold by the wall, turned myſelf round and 
jumped into a narrow place by a lane, with a 
field behind it; it was on a ſoft clay ground--It 
was then light.---For cloathing I took an old 
bed-gown, and handkerchief that were in this 
* lay in a grate in the chimney. I 
made my ear bleed in getting out ; the hand- 
kerchief I tied over x; 5 inſtead of a cap; 
it was very bloody.---When I was got out ! 
ſaw nobody; then I went on the backſide of 
the houſe up a lane, croſſed a little brook, and 
went over, two fields; the path-way brought 
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me by the road- ſide; then I went by the road 
ſtrait to London. It ſtruck ten o'clock juſt as 
I came over Moorfields. I got home a quarter 
after to my mother's houſe in Aldermanbury, 
I met the apprentice firſt, then I ſaw my mother 
and the children ſhe went into a fit directly. 
I told Mrs, Woodward, who came to ſee me, 
that I had lived on bread and water. Then 
Mr. Wintlebury came in, with whom ] had lived 
a ſervant bejore I - went to live with Mr. Lion. 
He took me by the hand, and aſked me where 
had been? I ſaid in the Hertfordſhire road; which 
knew by ſeeing my miſtreſſ's coach go by, 
which uſed to carry her into Hertfordſhire. I 
knew the coach, becauſe I uſed to carry things 
to it.---In- this hay-loft I obſerved a barrel, 
a ſaddle, a baſon, and a tobacco mould. 

Being croſs-examined, ſhe confirmed all the 
particulars above recited, and was then aſked, 
whether, during the time ſhe was there, ſhe 
did not try if the door was faſtened or not? 
anſwered, that ſhe did once puſh againſt it with 
her hands, and found it fait; that ſhe ſome- 
times heard people blowing the fire, and paſſ- 
ing in and out; there was another room, ia 
which ſhe heard a noife at night, but the houſe 
was very quiet in the day-time; that ſhe eat 
all her bread on the Friday before ſhe got out; 
it was quite hard, and ſhe uſed to ſoak it in 
the water that ſhe drank all her water about 
half an hour before ſhe got out; that ſhe never 
had a ſtool during her confinement, but only 
made water. | ar 

Squires, I never ſaw the witneſs in my life- 
time till this day three weeks. 
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Virtue Hall. I know the two priſoners a 
the bar; Wells lived at Enfield-waſn; I went! 
and lived there as a lodger. Mary Squires lived 


in the houſe, and had been there ſeven or eight 1 
weeks, about a fortnight before Canning wa 


brought in, which was on the ſecond of Jan. 
about four in the morning; ſhe was brought in il 
there by two men, John Squires, ſon of Mary 8 
Squires, was one of them; the other man ! 
never ſaw before.---W hen the was brought in, 
ſhe had no gown on, nor hat, or apron, Mary 


Squires, the priſoner, and her daughter, with WF 


myſelf, were then in the houſe; the Gipſey- 
man faid, mother I have brought you a girl; 
do you take her; then ſhe aſked Canning if 

ſhe would go their way, meaning to turn whore, 


but ſhe would not. Then Mary Squires took 


a knife out of a dreſſer-drawer in the kitchen, 
and puſhed her up into the room, ripped” the 
lace off her ſtays, pulled them off, and: hung 
them on the back of a-chair, and puſhed her up 
into the room, and ſaid, d--n you, go up there 
then if you pleaſe; then the man that came in 
with the Gipſey's ſon, took off Canning's cap, 
and went out of doors with it; and John Squire 
took the ſtays off the chair, and went out with 
them. Canning was then up in the room. Il 
had been in that room feveral times before ſhe 
was brought there; there was a great deal of 
hay in it, many pieces of wood, à tobacco i 
mould, and the black jugg, which . Squires, 
three hours after the young woman had been 

there, filled with water, and carried it up, 
When I went out of the kitchen I went into 
the parlour; Wells ſaid, Virtue Hall, the Gip- 
fey man came in and told her, that his mo- 


ther 
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Wher had cut the ſtays oft cbe young woman's 
Whack, and went out with them. I was there 
WW quarter of a year in all, and the whole time 
What Canning was there, but never ſaw her after 
Ihe was put in that room; I was the firſt that 
iſſed her. I aſked Squires whether the girl 
as gone? ſhe anſwered, what is that to you? 
ou have no buſineſs with it; but I durſt not 
o to ſee if ſhe was gone, if J had, very likely, 
e would have ſerved me in the ſame manner. 
Fortune Natus lodged in the houſe at the ſame. 
Wime.-- Mary Squires continued in the houſe, 
W fer this, till we were all taken up; that is, 
Whe Thurſday after the young woman was gone. 
went there as a lodger, but was forced to do 
they would have me. 

M. Squires. What day was it that the young 
oman was robbed ? 1:4: 
= Cort. She ſays, in the morning of the 2d 
f January. | : 
M. Squires. I return you thanks for telling 


in ne, for I am as innocent as the child un- 
orn, | | 

5 = //:!s. How long were theſe people (the 
thPipſies) at my houſe in all, firſt to laſt ? - 
Hall. They were ſix or ſeven weeks in 
ge Ill, they had been there about a fortnight be- 
of re the 8 was brought in. 

co V id you ever ſee this cap or bed-gown 
os MPetore! | 
Ne = Hall. Not. to my knowledge. 

p. 72-45 Colley, Canning's uncle, confirmed 
to anning's evidence of her being at his houſe 


an. I, x 
Eliz. Canning. E. Canning, that has given 
or er evidence, is my daughter. After ſhe was 
miſſing 
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miſſing from New-ycat's day, I advertiſed het 
three times; ſhe came back the day before K. 
Charles's Martyrdom, about a quarter after ten 
at night; ſhe had nothing but this ragged bed- 
gown and cap; I fell into a fit directly; my 
daughter is ſubject to fits; there was a garret 
cieling fell in upon her head, which firſt oc- 
caſioned them; ſhe. has ſometimes continued in i 
one for ſeven or eight hours, fometimes thret 
or four, and is quite inſenſible while in one, 
When I came to myſelt, my daughter was talk- 
ing to Mrs.- Woodward and Mr. Wint'-obury, 4 
Wao alked her where ſhe had been; ſhe ſaid, 
on the Hertfordſhire road, which ſhe knew by 
| ſeeing a coach go by; ſhe gave the ſame ac - 
count as ſhe has here. When ſhe came into 
her warm bed the was very ſtck, and had no 
free paſſage through her for ſtool or urine, till 
ſhe was ſupplied with clyſturs, for ſeven day Wl 
after ſhe came home, but what was forced by 
half a cup full at a time. | | 

Fehn Mintlebury depofed, that he ſaw Can. 1 
ning the night ſhe came home; that ſhe appearei 
in a very bad condition, and had this dic 
bed-gown and cap on; on aſking her were ſhe 
had been, ſhe ſaid, ſomewhere on the Hei- 
fordſhire road, having ſeen the Hertfordihinſ 
coach go backwards and forwards ; ſhe gave th 
ſame account as ſhe has. now done, but nol 
quite ſo fully as ſhe did before the fitting 
Alderman, but all agrees with what ſhe hu 
faid here; that he found her in a great fluttſq 
did not aſk her many queſtiens that 

night. 3 
9 2 Adamſan depoſed, that he had know 
Canning for ſome years, but did not * 


my 


ay — 


1 
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fter he came home, till the day they went 
own to take the people up: fome went on 
zorſe-back, and ſome in the coach with Canning, 
hat he was there an hour before the couch 
ame, and had ſecured all the people he found 
here; that ſeeing the room before ſhe was 
brought in, he thought ſhe might give ſome. 
Wccount of it, and returning back to meet her, 
(cd her about it; ſhe de'eribed the room with 
Wome hay in it; that he went with her to the 
Wouſe, and carried her from the chaiſe into the 
Witchen, and ſet her on the dreſſer, and ordered 
che people to be brputht to her to ſee if 
he knew any of them; ſhe was then ver 


ek, and he took her in his arms like a chiid ; 
"Wn ſeeing Mary Squires, ſhe ſaid, that is the 
D Woman that cut my ſtays off, and threatened 


cut my throat if I made a noiſe. After the 
il had faid this, Squires ſaid to her, ſhe 
Wopcd ſhe would not ſwear her life away, for 
e never faw her before, Czuning, point- 
g to Virtue Hall, faid, that young woman 
as in the kitchen when I was brought in, 
ad allo another young woman that was there: 
"at then they carried her up to exzmine the 
Wouſe, but none of the rooms, the ſaid, was 
at in which ſhe was confined. He aſked if 
ere were any other rooms? they ſaid, there 


- one out of the kitchen; they had her up 
g to it; ſhe ſaid, this is the ſame room in 
ze dich I was, but there was more hay in it 
my an there was then. She being pretty near 
nat caſement, he ſaid, if you have been fo 


ng in this room, you are doubtleſs able to 
y what is to be ſeen out here; ſhe deſcribed 
hill at a diſtance, which is Chinkford hill; 


alte ſhe 
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ſhe alſo. faid there were ſome boufes- on the 
other ſide of the lane; I opened the caſement 
and ſaw it was ſo. He aſked where the wit: 
dow was ſhe broke out of? ſhe ſhewed it us (there 
were ſome boards nailed up againſt it) and ſaid 
that is the window through which I uſed to ſet 
the coach go by; it was big enough for him uuf 
get out at; it appeared to him to be the ſameſ 
window before ſhe came up to the houſe, for he 
ſw ſome of the plaiſter broke on the outſide; that 
window was one {tory high. 
Edmund Lim depoſed thus. The young we- 
man lived a ſervant with me till ſhe was mifling, 
live in Aldermanbury, and was one of the per. 
ſons that went to Wells's houſe; I went. afte 
the reſt of the gentlemen on the firſt of February, 
we were there ſome time before the reſt came; 
and had taken the people up. When ſhe wx 
taken in and placed on the dreſſer, and th 
people ſet round her, I faid, Bett, do not be 
trightened or uneaſy; you fee your friends about 
you; and on die other hand, do not be too ſure, 
without you can really ſwear-to what you fay; 
therefore be careful. She pitched upon Man 
Squires to be the perſon who cut her ſtays off 
and upon a young woman ſaid to be the daugh- 
ter of Mary Squires, and ſaid, that ſhe and Vir 
tue Hall were in the kitchen at the ſame ine, 
but they did nothing to her. This black jug 
was brought down, with a baſon, and tobaca 
mould, which ſhe ſaid were in the roon 
where ſhe was confined; ſhe had deſcribed thi 
jugg before, and ſaid it 145 broke at the mouth 
as it appears to be. | | 
Hubert Scarrat, who was one of the fix thi 
went down, confirmed itt jieyeral particul 
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of the ſotegoing evſdence, and added, that ſhe 
deſcribed the flelds, and likewiſe à bridge, that 
night ſhe came home, near the houſe; and gave 
the ſame account before the fitting alderman ſhe 
has done here. John Squires was in the room at 
the ſame time; but de had his great coat on at 
their firſt going there, but he had pulled it off; 
ſhe ſaid, he looked like the petſon but ſhe could 
not ſwear to him. They made him put on his 
reat coat before the juſtice, and then ſhe ſaid he 
booked more like one of the two men who brought 
. ˙ 1 nk lb OD 
Edward Roſſiter depoſed to the ſame effect. 
Sutherto Baller, Apothecary, depoſed, that he 
faw Canning the day after ſhe came home, The 
was ſo extremely low and weak he could hardly 
hear her ſpeak, and her pulſe ſcarcely to be felt, 
with cold fweats; ſhe had no paſſage dur- 
ing her confinement; ſhe had a -clyſter 
adminiſtered to her the fame day, and many 


her. | 

Mary Squires, in her defence, called the follow- 
ing witneſſes, & ONT | 
John Gibſon depoſed thus. I live at Abbotſbu- 
ry, fix miles from Dorcheſter. I am maiter of the 
houſe called the Old Ship; on the firſt of Ja- 
nuary 1753, the priſoner Squires came into the 
houſe; there was George her ſon, and Luc 
her daughter, as ſhe called them, with her, She 
came with- handkerchiefs, lawns, muſlins, and 
checks, to fell about town ; ſhe ftaid there from 
the firſt to the ninth of the month, and lay at 
my houſe, which I have kept .two years come 
are” ay \F — | | 


more afterwards, which in time - relieved . _ 


* 


Squ 
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ing croſs-examined, he ſaid, he had known 
res three years; that he was born in the 
; had a wife and one child, and was bred 
in the farming way at Fiſherton: That he fe- 


collected the day by this, that an exciſeman came 
to officiate there for one John Ward that was 
| tick, | 


ang that he put down the day of the month 
when he came; the Exciſe Office is kept at his 
houſe; the man that came was Andrew Wieks; 


that the priſoner offered thoſe goods tp. ſell. to 


him and to others, and his wife bought two 
chequed aprons, | | 
IZilllam Clark depoſed that he lived at Abotſ- 
bury, and had ſo done for ſeven. years; that he re- 
membered ſeeing the Gipſey there; the laſt time 
he ſaw her was on the 10th of January laſt; he 
met them on the road, and went with them 
ſome way together, and parted at Crudwiy- 
foot, four miles from Abbotſbury, and three 
from Dorcheſter; that he ſaw her, her ſan and 
daughter three years ago; they came with hand- 
kerchiefs, lawns and muſlins to fell; I ſaw the 
landord's wife at the Ship buy ſome aprons of 
them the laſt time they were there: That he 
togk particular notice of the. day, by keeping his 
other accounts; that he carried goods out witli 
him the ſame day to Portertham; he had not his 
book with him, 5 he did not go ſo often. 
They were making for London, ſo they talked, 
but did not ſay to what place, they were bound 
next; they lodged at Gibſon's at Abbotthury, 
where he ſaw them the 1ſt of January; hat he 


- 


commonly went there of an evening tor a pot of 


tquor.---That he did not remember when ke 
kept Chriſtmas-day, nor could give any account 
of the, new ſtile and old; but if he was to die . 
eie whe 
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the woman he would ſpeak the truth. She was 
cloathed the ſame as now, and the fon in a blue 
coat and red waiſtcoat, and had a great - coat with 
fim; the gitl was in a camblet gown. That | 
be undertook to ſwear poſitively that he ſaw. her 
WW there on the 11M of January, and either on the. 
gth or 10th afterwards, and faw them going 
about the town to ſell things; and that he was 
a houſe-keeptr and cordwinder, and had been in 
buſineſs ſix years. 8 
Thomas Grevil depoſed, that he lived at Com, 
three miles from Saliſbury; kept the ſign of the 
Lamb, a public houſe there; that he ſaw Mary 
Squires at his houſe the 14th of January laſt ; 
there was with her her- ſiſter and brother, as ſhe 
called them ; they fold handkerchieſs, lawns, and. 
ſuch things; they ſtopped at Coom but one 
night: That the reaſon of his taking notice of 
the day was, there was a carpenter at his houſe, 
who had ſpent the greateſt part of his money, 
and it being Sunday night, he would have 
| {Whim go about his buſineſs, and put him out 
e of the houſe two or three times; after 
that he went to another houſe, and pawned his 
axe, | 
(Thoſe three witneſſes ſhewed their ſul pœnat, 
as 2 cauſe of their coming to give their evi- 
ence, 
fobn Inifer (for the Crown.) 1 ſell fiſh and 
oyſters about Waltham-croſs and T teobalds ; 
know the priſoner Squires very well by fight ; 
the laſt time I ſaw her, was, when ſhe was taken 
it Wells's houſe ; before that J had ſeen her 
ryeral times every day, up- and down, before 
Pie was taken; I am certain J faw her three 
* H 2 weeks 
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weeks before going into peaples huyſes; pretend- 


ing to tell fortupes ; ſhe told me mine. I, ſaw. 

no, goods ſhe had; I ſaw a young) man in blue- 
grey, when, ſhe. was taken, up, and two young 
women, all taken in the hoyſe, of Wells. N 
Wells being called upon to make her deſence, 
ſaig, as to her character it was but an indifferent: 
one, that ſhe had an unfortunate. huſhand who 


as hanged, and added, that ſhe, never ſaw the 
young woman (E. Canning) till they. came to 
take us up; and: as to Squires, ſhe. never ſaw 
het above a week and a day, , before, they were 
MES oi ind ef 5 6:haA 
Ss guilty. Death. Wells guilty. Brauded, 
and to be impriſoned, in Newgate fix months. 
Squires, the laſt day of the ſeſſions, being 
aſked what ſhe had to ſay before ſhe, received 
ſentence ? anſwered thus: On New-year+day;l; 
lay at Coom, at the widow. Grevill's . hquſe ; the; 
next day I was at Stoptage,, there. were ſome 
people who, were caſt away, and they came; 
along with, mg. to a little houſe at.chg tgp; of the 
Moor, and drank there; there were my ſon and; 
daughter with me; coming along Popham-lane, | 
there were ſome people raking up dung. I drank; | 
at the ſecond, alehouſe in Baſingſtoke on Fhurſ- 
day in the New-year's week. On the, Friday I. 
lay on Bagſhot Heath at a little tiney hauſe. 
On the Saturday I lay at Old Brentford at. Mr. 
Edwards's, who ſells greens and ſmall beer, I ; 
could have told this before, but one pulled me, 6 
arid another pulled me, and would not let me- \ 
ſpeak. I lay at Mr. Edwards's the Sunday and, 
Monday; on the Tueſday . or Wedneſday after, | 
1 came from thence to Mrs, Wells's boy. | 
<a ary 
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Mary Squires was reſpited for ſix weeks; and 
afterwards the Attorney and Sollicitor Generals 
having repreſented her cafe to his Majeſty, 
he was pleaſed to grant her an abſolute par- 
EGG | 
The reafons that induced theſe and other gen- 


| tlemen to interpoſe in her favour, were grounded 


on the difficulties and improbabilities that- oc- 
curred in the courſe of her ti ĩal, and on conſider- 
ing her caſe; to mention a few, - 

On her Frſt examination before the fitting al- 
derman, ſhe deſcribed the place where ſhe was 
confined, tao be a dark room; in which ſhe laid 
upon boargs ; that there was nothing in it but u 
grate with a gown in it, and a few piftureg over 
the chimney ; from which ſhe made her ęſeape by 


forcing down ſome boards, and from whenge f 


might have ſeen the coachman without ſtraining 
her eyes to peep thro' the cracks. There was 
neither grate nor pictures, nor could the former 
have been there of a longtime, for the whole ex- 
tent of the chimney was covered with cobwebs. 
Yet there was that which ſhe muſt have ſeen 
during her long refidence there, namely, a cafe- 
ment over the chimney, a cheſt of drawers ef 
an uncommon faſhion, near half. a load o, hay, a 
hole in the wall for a jack-line, through which 
might be ſeen every thing that was done in the 
kitchen; ſeveral holes were likewiſe in the floor, 
where the edge of the boards were rotted away. 
However, after the had ſeen the place, when 
her friends had conveyed her thither to take up 
Wells and the Gipſey, ſhe found ſeveral other 
particulars, which ſhe omitted at her examination 
fore the alderman, "7 : 
FFI - % oh Again: 
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Again: It is evident that Canning, at herex- 
amination before the Alderman knew nothing 
of the Gipſey, for ſhe poſitively ſwore to her, 
being. robbed and confined by Mother Wells; . 
e Fin warrant was granted for appre- 


 hending Mother Wells only, which was 
backed by Juftice Withers of the county of 
Middleſex, in which only her name was men- 
— {1 
However, when Canning and her friends 
came next day to execute the warrant upon Mo- 
ther Wells, and, the people in the houſe were 
brought before the girl to find out the criminal, 
ſhe pitched upon Squires the Gipſey, who ac- 
cordingly was committed, by Juſtice F yſhmaker, 
to New-Priſon for the robbery, and Suſannah 
Wells to Bridewell, for aiding. and abetting the 


ſaid Squires in the ſaid robbery. 
All this duly conſidered, and likewiſe compared 
with what Canning ſwore on the trial, viz. That 
ſhe never ſaw Mother Wells in the houſe. at all, till 
foe went down afterwards, is enough, one 
would think, to ſhake the credit of this 
girl's evidence, in the opinion of any impartial 
As to Virtue Hall, when ſhe was carried 
ith the reſt, before Juſtice Fyſhmaker, ſhe 
outly denied that ever ſhe ſaw Canning, 
fore ſhe and her. friends came down 
ith. a Warrant to take them all up; and 
rmed that no ſuch robbery was commit- 
in that houſe ſince ſhe had been in it, 
upon which ſhe was diſcharged and went 
3 
When ſhe was brought before Juſtice Field- 


g on a warrant he had iſſued out againſt = 
: : f 


for a Robbery. © 8. 


ſhe reſolutely perſiſted in the ſame declaration, 
and poſitively ſtood to it for ſix hours together, 
for ſo long the e her under exami- 
nation, till, at laſt, finding his arguments could 
not prevail. with her to confeſs any thing to the 
prejudice of Mother Wells or the Gipſey, he 
plainly told her, * he would examine her no 
© longer, but would commit her to prifon, and 
© leave her to ftand or fall by the evidence that 
« ſhould be produced againſt her; and at the 


© (ame time ad\iiſed Mr. Sall to proſecute her 


© as a felon; upon which ſhe: begged him to 
© hear her once mo e, and ſhe would tell the 
© truth.” Theſe are his own words, and let the 


impartial reader judge, whether the borrors of 


a jail, with which ſhe was threatened, and the 
terror of a proſecution for felony, added to the 
eonſciouſneſs of her own irregular courſes, 


might not be too powerful motives to ſecure 


her own fafety, though! at. the expence of 

truth. Accordingly ſhe gave her evidence a- 

gainſt Squires, as we have already ſeen. 4 
However, afterwards, being cloſely preſſed, 


firſt, by Juſtice Lediard, and then by my Lord 


Mayor, by the moſt weighty arguments, to 
diſburthen her conſcience, and tell the truth, ſhe 
was at length prevailed upon to make the fol- 
lowing confeſſion. 25 

: That what ſhe had ſworn againſt Mary 


* Squires was falſe"; that this woman was not 


© in the houſe of Mr. Wells on the day when 


© the robbery was ſaid to be committed, nor 
© for ſome weeks after; that no ſuch robbery 
© was committed there at all; and that E. 
Canning never was in the houſe till ſhe was 


brought down by thoſe who carried on the 


proſecution z 
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mere forgery. 74 
His Lordſhip then aſked her how ſhe came 
to ſwear to ſuch a number of falfities, againſt 
he life of a perſon who had never done her 
ny injury? her anſwer was direct and plain, 
ak ſhe was terrified into it. 4 
dquires, however, was found guilty, and 


» 


ſent. gce of death proncunced upon her, yet 


not to the entire ſatisfaQtion of the whole Court; 
for my Lord Mayor, and ſeveral other gentle- 
men, were. of opinion, that the whole truth 


had not been difcovered, and therefore methods 


were taken to bring the matter ro a fuller ex- 


aminatiop. Many and firaog proofs ariſing 


that Squires was at Abbotſbury, and in the 
neighbourhood of it, at the time the robbe 

was {worn to be committed, a proſecution wa 
ſet on foot againſt Canning, who, at the next 


| Seſhons, was indicted for perjury. Her friends 
being informed of this new -proceeding, re- 


ſolved to invalidate the evidence againſt her, and 


accordingly indicted the 7 men for the 
| fame crime. But the Grand Jury, « n 

the manifeſt contradictions in the evidence of 
ſuch a number of witneffes as appeared for 


y, on obſerving 


each party, to prevent the ſcandal of fo many 
horrid perjuries, threw out buth the bills. This 
was at the April Seffions. Before the next 


. SeHKons in June, Canning's friends were in- 


gainſt her, for which reaſon they preferred bills 


formed, that another bill would be preferred 2- 
againſt the Gipſey's witneffes ; all which vil 


were found the gth of June, and the ſame 


. might it was agreed by the ſollicitors on both 


es, that the indictments ſhould be _—— 
ts B y 


* 
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by Certiorari into the King's Bench, and: to beo 
tried the ſittings after term. But that being 
found impracticable, they were ſent back again 
to the Old Bailey, nd the ſollieitor for ther. 
country witneſſes gave bail for their appearance 
at the next Seſſions to be held. there; but thev * 
ſollicitor for Canning refuſed to do the ſame for 
her, and her friends kept her a long time in 
concealment, till ſhe was forced, by an out- 
lawry, to come forth and take her trial; which 
we {hall preſently give. \ Rf 
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The Abbotſbury Men, for Perjury. Sep- 


tember, * 753. 


| ear GIBSON :was-indited; for that le. 
on the trial of Mary Squires, for robbing 
Elizabeth Canning of a pair of ſtays, wickedly 
and. maliciouſſy. intending to prevent juſtice, did 
ſay, depoſe, ſwear, and give in evidence to the 
Court and Jurors, that on the firſt of Januaty, 
1753, the priſoner came into his houſe at Ab- 
botſbury, together with George her ſon, and 
Lucy her daughter, and that ſhe, the ſaid Squires,” 
came with her handkerchiefs, lawns, muſlins, 
and checks, to fell about town, and ſtaid from 
the 1ſt to the 9th of the month, and lay at his, 
houſe, and was ſure that ſhe the ſaid Mary 
Squires, was the ſame Mary Squites, whom the 
laid John Gibſon had ſworn had come and ftaid * 
there as aforeſaid: whereas, in truth and in fact, 
neither the ſaid Mary Squires, nor George ber 
on, nor Lucy her daughter, were at Ad- 
. - bot{bary 


ſectetors to attend the Com t, but wme of them appear- 


fot corrupt (wearing in the evidence he gave, that 


14th day of January, * 
fſecutors to attend the Court, Mr. Davey, Council for 


. . My Lord, 


| committed by them in this place, upon the- trial 
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84 The Abbotſbury Mer, fer . 
boeſbury, nor at the houſe of the ſaid Gibſan, at 
the time ſworn to as aforeſaid; and therefore 
that the ſaid John Gibſon was guilty of wilful 
and corrupt Perjury. bh „ 
All the witneſſes on the b ck of the bill were called 
wut io give evidence; but no one appearing except 
Mary Woodward, and fhe declaring that ſhe knew 
nothing of the matter, an officer was ſent to the pro- 


ing, the Jury acquitted the defendant. . 
2 8 the trial 5 Willtam Clark of 
Abbotſbury in the county of Dorſet, Cord- 
warner: and the indictment ſetting forth the 
evidence he had given on the trial of Mary 
Squires, which is faid to be falfe, malicious, 
wicked and corrupt; but no evidence appearing 
to ſupport it, he alſo was acquitted. ” 

Then was called on the trial of Thomas 
Greville, .of Coombe, in the courity of Wilts, 


the faid. Mary Squires. was at his houſe on the 


He alſs was acquitted fer want 


zjdence. 
Daring 9 


the time a meſſenger tous ſent 12 the pro- 


the defendants, teoꝶ that opportunity of addreſſing 
himſelf to the Court as follows. © x | 


l 
: 


I have the honour to appear before your 
Lordſhip in behalf of the three defendants, who 


ſtand indicted for perjury, ſuppoſed to have been 


of Mary Squires, for the robbery of Elizabeth 

Canning at Enfield Waſh, in January laſt. 
Gibfon and Clark are charged wi.h falſely. 

ſwearing, that Mary Squires was at - any” 
rom 


| 
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from the firſt to the 9th of January; and Gre- 
ville, that ſhe was at Coombe on the 14th. 

If their teftimony was true, Mary Squires 
was unjuſtly, accuſed ; but it was her's and their 
misfortune, that it then obtained no credit, 
They were ſtrangers, unknown to every body 
at the trial. Canning was politive, and being by. 
unfair means confirmed in her evidence, Squires 
was convicted. | | 

Upon this charge of perjury great care hath 
been taken, attended with great expence on 
either ſide, to ſearch this matter to the bottom; 
every circuniſtance hath been ſcrutinized, and 
nothing hath been omited to inveſtiga:e the 
queſtion thoroughly. - 5 

It hath a long while been the general ſubject 
of converſation, and hath engaged the attention 
of the public, more, perhaps, than any private 
tranſaction ever did before. 1% 

Here are the names of no leſs than fifty wit- 
neſſes indorſed upon each of their indictments ; 
yet only one of them, a poor woman, whoſe 
evidence is immaterial, appears to proſecute |. 

This deſertion may occaſion various conjee- 
tures, and many falſe reports will probably be 
luggeſted for not proſecuting theſe indictments, 

It may perhaps be attributed. to a compromiſe. 
It may be ſaid, that theſe defendants are to be 
acquitted by _confent, and that the indictment 
againſt Canning is to be dropped. One can- 
ar ealily imagine what rumours malice may 
raiſe. | WIE 
For this reaſon, and to prevent any imputa- 
ton upon thoſe who are concerned for the de- 
tendants, I beg leave to aſſure your Laurdfhip, 
and all who hear me, that the defendants now 

come 


. 


_ tendiyeurLortfhip, ready to give their teſtimony 


-particular, 
| together at a vatt Expence, and from different 
remote places. 


2 ren ſuch as, n its nature, cannit dective. 


ſo deſirous were the frie 


with promiſes, that in the trials of theſe in- 
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come prepared for trial; that their witneſſes at- 


with ſuch clear, ample, convineing citeumſtan- 
ces, as would demand : univerfal aſſent, and 
fully prove the innceence of the three defen- 
dants, and the falſity of Canning s ſtory in ever 


Here are 'witnefſes,: more in number, than per- 
© haps ever appeared in any one caufe, collected 


Here is other evidence alſo 007 to be pro- 


The proſecutors have been invited to moet 
* before your Lordſhip and the Jury; and 
wp of the defendants, 

thut this matter ſhouldbe fairly tried, that the) 
have offered to bear part of the charges of fin 


proſecution. 
The public Jiibidech a long While Whale 


dictments, the guilt of the defendants Thoul! 
be clearly manifeſted, and the whole of thi 


myſterious tranſaction unravellelſ. The time i 
come to 7 nx theſe promiſes,” and that fands 
expect it. Why do all theſe boaſters no 


bidde 
their faces? becauſe "they" are covered with 


* confuſion > 


They are aware how irn it is to putſue 


a proſecution founded in the ſouleſt and mol 
daring perjury; and wiſely withdraw 'themſelves 


from a trial which would. involve them in 


ruin. 
Had 1 An the caſe .of the defendant 
alone, without regard to any other gue 
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ſhould-have thought it needleſs to give the Court 
any trouble upon this occafion. 2 

They are private countrymen, without any 
connections with this part of the world, and to- 
tally unconcerned with any report which may 
prevail here, Within the narrow circle of their 
acquaintance, their characters will remain un- 
blemiſhed, let fame do its worſt; becauſe the 
charge againſt them is the atteſtation of a fact, 
which all their acquaintance, all their pariſh, 
and their whole country know to be true, 

But there is one®, whoſe near relation' to 
this great city, makes it neceſſary for me to ſay 
thus much.” $ bak ils beds 

It is impoſſible for him to be unſolicitous for 
publick approbation, after having done ſo much 
to deſerve it, ee 1 

Vet all the reproaches which malice could 
ſuggeſt to little, dark, deſigning men, have been 
leyelled at the chief magiffrate of this city, only 
for doing what the love of juſtice and humanity 
inſpired him to. 8 n 

For his ſake, therefore, I have thus treſpaſſed 
on your Lordſhip's patience, and only beg ſeave 
to add a few words more, to ſhew how un- 
merited · thoſe reflections were. | 

His Lordſhip was at the head of the commiſ- 
ſion at the trial of Mary Squires, and was totally 
uninfluenced by the infamous endeavours which 
at that time had been uſed to give credit to a 
moſt improbable narrative; he was directed merely 
by a regard to truth, to make enquiry into a 
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tory, pregnant with abſurdities, and unlike any 
ranſaction that ever went before it. 
And the evidence of E. Canning depending. 
ntirely upon this queſtion, whether the account 
hich theſe thice men had given was true, 
vhere could bis Lordſhip ſo properly direct his 
Exqury, as ta thoſe places where they ſwore 
hey had ſeen her the ſucceſs of that enquiry 
nſwered the wiſhes of his humanity ;- and the 
noſt indubitable proefs of the convict's inno- 
ence warmed the royal heart to merey, 
One ſhould have thought, that this conduct 
f a magiſtrate, whoſe ſole motive to it was 2 
deſire of reſcuing a wretched, friendleſs con- 
ict, from the miſeries into which perjury, and 
zopular prejudice had thrown” her, {hould at 
2aſt exempt him from cenſure. = 
But his enemies could never forgive him the 
zerit of this action; as it raiſed him ſtill higher 
in the opinion of good men, he became more 
the object of envy, and no arts were uneſſayed 


Juired.. Had my Lord- mayor been. preſent ! 
hould not have ſaid ſo much; but I have been 
the more encouraged to it from obſerving, that 
's Lordſhip withdrew himſelf as ſoon as theſe 
z8were called, becauſe he was pleaſed to 
think, that it was improper for him to prefide, 
here any thing that might be thought to con- 
cern himſelf, ſhould come before the Court. 
IJ have an apology to make for giving your 
ordſhip any trouble, where there is no proſe- 
eution, but as the Court waits the return of a 
aeffeniger, and no buſineſs is now proceeding 
FC * bope I have given no offence.” 


8 


The 


> diminiſh the reputation he had juſtly - ac- 
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The Trial of Join Lanczy and Jonv 
LLOYD, for buning the Ship. Night- | 
i 4{4 55% WT *. I 2rd 2 * 
T a Court of Admiralty held at Juſtiee- 
1 hall in the Old-Batley, Feb. 25, 1754, 
JOHN LANCEY and JOHN. LLOYD were 
indicted for unlawfully burning and deftroying 
the Ship Nightingale, Thomas Benſon, 'Efq; 
owner, on the High- Seas, within the juriſdic- 
tion of the Admiralty of England, with in- 
tention to defraud Robert Liddel, Samuel Tou- 
chet, George Rooke, and Vincent Biſcoe; 
and Thomas Pow, otherwiſe Poe, as an ac- 
ceſſary before the fact, for counſelling, ajviſing, 
Sc. to commit the ſame, Aug. 4; 1752. 
Peter Marſhal. I have been ſeven years em- 
ployed in the fervice of Mr. Benſon, whowas 
owner of the Ship Nightingale, and another 
called the Catherine, and have been employed 
as maſter two voyages in theſe veſſels, once in 
each, In the year 1752, I was not maſter in 
either of them, but was employed in fitting out 
the Catheriwve in the Spring that year. I had 
been fick, and Mr. Benſon came to me and 
deſired me to go as maſter of the Catherine, 
and told me ſhe was not to perform her voyage. 
Some time after that, he deſired me to pack 
up a ſmall quantity of goods for him, con- 
ſiſting of 90 pieces of Iriſh linen, ſome hard- 
ware, braſs, and pewter, which were ſhewed- 
to the Cuſtom-houſe officers, and were entered 
at the Cuſtom-houſe, - After they were packed 
up and viewed by the king's officers, they were 
I 2 taken 


90] Friaſ of Joun Laxvczr, Ce. 
taken out by Mr. Benſon's order, he himſelf be- 
Ing preſent, and biickbats and hay put in their 
plate. Some were put on board the Catherine, 
buiſ put on fhore again afterwards, and the 
bridkbats and hay ſent in their ſtead. After ſhe 

ſailed, theſe goods were packed up, in order to 

1 hipped on board the Nightingale, but L 
2 not there then; but Mr. Benſon told me 
eie 1054 45 oh; | 6-544 
Council for the Priſener. This is giving an ae- 
count of . the IST and 
Beiſon. I don't perceive this was with the pri- 
vacy of any of the priſoners... s. 

Council for the Crown. We are going to ſhew 
the goods Were packed up to be ſent on board 
the Nightingale, and after that were re-landed, _ 

Marſhal continues, Benſon aſked Lancey o be 
in the room when theſe goods that had been 
entered at the Cuſtom houſe, in order to be ſent 
on board the Catherine, were unpacked and | 
brickbats put in, in order to be put on board 
the] Nightingale. This was in Mr. Benſon's 
long room, about two miles from Biddeford, - 
They were packed up in ſmall bales, twelve 
or ſixteen pieces of Iriſh linen, and ſome wool- 
len}; ] remember. nothing of herdware or pew-. 
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ter] This, I ſaw, but did not fee them put on I 
board. Mr. Penton ſent me to the Iſland of b 
Luhdy, and gave me orders to ſtay their five or W 

ſix weeks, to look after the affair, till I heard 

| farther from him, and to take care to ſend his * 
| nephews home. Whilſt I was there the Ship 0 
Niphtingale came, which was the latter end of ] 


July; Lancey, was maſter of her, and Lloyd 
way. mate, 4 and three or four men went on 
board her. We came there one ar two day 

| before 
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fer Burning a Ship. 91 
before ſhe arrived. After this, Pow told me 
he was ſent by Mr. Benſon, to agree with 
the ſhip's company,” that in cafe the ſhip miſ- 
carried in her outWwaid-bound paſſage'to'Mary- 
land, he was to "ſecure ſo much money for 
them; but I did not hear the agreement made. 
There was a ſmail bundle of papers left with 
me, but 1 do not know the contents. Fhe 
ſhip was then lying in Lundy Road. Capt. 
Lancey brought me a letter from Mr. Benſon, 
(he is run one) this is it; it is his on hand- 
writing; at the concluſion he ſays, Lancey 
* will communicate ſome hints to you.“ Di- 
rected to Peter Marſhal, and ſigned T. B. 
Lancey accordingly told me, he had orders 
from Benſon to re-land the goods that were 
ſhipped on board the Nightingale, on the Iſle 
of Lundy. They were accordingly landed, 
and all buried under ground. There were 15 
or 16 bales of goods, and ve or fix mauns or 
n TT . 

9. Who does this Iſland belong to? 
Marſhal. T don't know; but Benſon rents it; 
it is near three miles long. | | 
9. By whoſe orders were they buried? | 
Marſhal By Mr. Benſon's orders, who ſent 
a man over with hogſheads to put the goods 
into when we buried them; as the man that 
brought them told me. Lancey and Lloyd were 
not privy to the burying the goods; neither” 
was Pow there, but was at their landing them 
on the Iſland. Moſt of the goods were on 
More before I came on board the ſecond time: 
had been on board befote. pants. 5: of 
* Who gave you the bundle of papers? 
3 f Marſhal, a 
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7 Laa Pow left them in the window, he 


did not deliver them to me; and Thomas Sal- 
mon ſaid he had an order to have them from 


n je, and I delivered them, and when Mr. Ben- 


came on the Iſland, they were burnt im- 


n jecliately by bim and Salmon in my prefence, 


is was after. the information was made, 1 


Were all the goods buried that were 


oh 5 Bs the ſhip ? 
'| Marfta!. No, there came a man of war a» 


long ſide of her, and ſome of che goods were 


dove over - board. 

2. What was the ee een with Pow, 
gefore you came to the lite of Lundy ? *: 

| "Mar/hal. Pow aſked me to go as a paſſen- 
ger in the Nightingale to Maryland, F faid, 

Thad a cargo ſufficient to furniſh a new veſſel, 
Iſhould be glad of the offer. He faid, ſup- 
; fing the veſſel ſhould miſcarry,, and you ſhould 
ave orders to draw bills on Mr. Benſon, would 
ot that do as well? I told him I would not 


go on any terms whatever. 


2. Did he ſay the veſſel ſhould be loſt? 
Marsl. Not plainly; but I underſtood by 
dim it was to be ſo. After the goods were 


| Ne in the Lundy Road, we were drink- 


a bottle of wine together he told me, Mr. 


; Benſon had inſured for me 50 or 601. on board 


Nightingale. I told him I had no intereſt 
board ber; and as I was going to drink a 
Trak of wine, I ſaid, I wiſhed it might be 
Poiſon if ever I aſked to have any intereſt on 
board." After this I went home to Mr. Benton ; 


"he told me he had wrote to the officers, to 


contradict that of my having any intereſt on 
Cres 


. dard her. 


£ 
— 
2 


— — F LY . * 


1 


fer burning a:Ship: © gg 
Croſs-examination.. IK 

Wl Was Lancey any-ways- feier to the bid 
ing the goods 1 

Marſhal. I do not know chat be was; pi was 
done after the. veſſel ſailed. When Mr... Benſon. 
came on the iſland, we. had ſome. ſuſpicion that: 
the King's Officers. were coming to ſearch the 
iſland ; upon which they were buried ; L was pre- 
ſent at the time. 

Q. Did you ſee Lloyd when i the goods were 
packed up at Benſon's. houle ? 

Marſhal. Ido not remember I did; I do not. 
0 he was acquainted with any of the things 

have been ſpeaking of. 

Richard Aſbton. F was apprentice to Mr. Ben- 
ſon, and haye been with him three years; I was: 
on the iſle of Lundy, and remember. the ſhip. 
Nightingale — — into the road there; ſhe- 
ſtaid about three or four d I went on board. 
her, where. were Marſhal, 1 Magra, 
and another Perſon, now on the iſland, and 
John Sennet; I was in the boat, and they in 
the ſhip; there were bales of cloath put out of 
the ſhip into the boat, and carried on ſhore in the 
iſland the firſt time; the ſecond. time we car- 
ried ſeveral maunds of s; when we had them. 
on ſhore we opened the bales. This coat, 
waiſtcoat and breeches, I now have on, were. 
made of ſome of the cloath we brought from, on 
board the Nightingale; we put them into caſks, 
and hid them under-ground in the iſland; An- 
drews. and Magra buried the pewter in the. 
racks, 

Richard Sennet. I was a ſailor on board the 
Nightingale; Squire Benſon invited me to en- 


ter 
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„ myſelf a ſeaman on board her, which I did 
ut niheteen or twenty months ſince 3 he told 
e to carry but very few cloaths with me, for it 
would not be above a three werks or a month's 
voyage; and that I ſhould know my bufinefs far- 
ther when I came to the iſſand; I aſſiſted in 
Joading the veſſel; that there were ſeventeen 
or eighteen bales af goods; there were ſome 
Ko on board. on the accaunt of Captain 5 
Q. What aA © had ou with Benſon 
on this account? | 
Sennet. Before the ſhin failed, IT was inn * 
at a place called Boathead; he told me there was 
a hogſhead of dry goods, which we put in the 
Rope- walk till after the officers had been there; 
then it was put on board the Nightingale, and 
laid on ſome ſalt, where alſo lay ſome e 
we had fifteen Convicts on board. About the 
latter end of July we arrived: at the iftand of 
Lundy, on a Thurſday; the wind was at the 
weſtward; and we were two days turning to 


=” ve ſtaid there till the Sunday morning; dur- - 


ing our ſtay there, there came a boat on board 
from Lundy, with Marfhal, Ma Agra and ſeveral 
people belonging to the iſland. Pow and Lancey 
were in the cabin, and called me to them; Ba- 
ther was coming out when I came in; pow 
gave mea note, Shackftone was there alſo; 3 1 
believe Lancey was gone out when Pow gave 
me the note, and ſaid, here is a Bill for you, 
if the ſhip ſhould happen to be loſt in her paſ- 
ſage outward-bound to Maryland, The note run 


* 


[pane 


or burning a Sbig. 66 
I promiſe to pay to Richard Sennet, the ſumof 4, oy 
in caſe the veſſel ts lot in her paſſage to Mary” » 
bond. i 


He ſaid, you never ſaw ſo much money before, 
and the voyage would not be long. He ſaid, 
E þc'd deliver the notes to Capt. Maiſhall, that he 
might deliver them to our wives, in caſe. we 
ſhould come to any danger. He did not ſay 
when theſe notes became payabie, nor was any 
thing ſaid about inſurance money; the notes 
were given after the goods were landed; the 
boat went with them two or three times with 
ſc:enteen or eighteen bales of goods, and five or 
lix maunds of pewter and braſs; there were a 
Jeicat many caſks in the hold, but what were in 
them I know not; there wete tarpaul ans hung 
up before the Convicts on the hatchway, that. 
they ſhou)d not ſee the goods taken out of the 
velicl, On the Sunday morning we ſailed from 
Lundy ; the next day, about eighteen leagues 
from ſhore, we met a brig from Philadelphia; 
"ur Captain hailed him, aſked where ſhe. came 
rom, and ſent two bottles of wine and a cab- 
bage on board her. She ſteered with us; but was 
about a league a-head of us, when orders were 
wen to deſtroy the veſſel. 4 ein 
Q. Who gave thole orders? „ n 
Sennet, I do not know. When the hole wars 
doring in the fide of the veſſel, Capt Lancey or- 
cred me to go to a caſk Where was ſome com 
uſtibles, and cut it up, and take out what was: 

o burn the ſhip; ſomebody had bored a hole in. 
he fide, for there was water coming in When I. 
ent down, to do as ordered. I went and cut 
be bogſhead, and Shackſtone and I cut it open ;, 
ls was the ſame hogſhead that Squire Benion 
| ordered 
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told the Captain my misfertune, and cold not 


Then he ordered te have them eleared di- 
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ordered me to put out of the way of the officers? 

there were in it, tar-barrels, ſtaves, and wadds'of 
oakum, dipped in tar. Shackſtone and I laid 
them abroad on the Salt. Capt. Lancey had ſaid, 
when he gave me orders to take them out of the 
cafk, that ſhe would ſooner be deftroyed by fire | 
than any other way, and that now] was as good 
a time to deſtroy her as any; then he ordered 
fome of the people to cut a hole in the bulk- 
head nearthe bread room; I went to cut a hole, 
and cut my leg with the hatchet ; I came up and 


do it. About half an hour after this, the ſhip 
was fet on fire ; then the Captain went fore and 
aft the deck, and aſked the T'ranſporcs if they 
had ſet fire to the ſhip? they ſaid they had not, 


rectly, and the mate was very induſtrious in 
2 them; then We went all hands into the 
At. Pa , 1 "T1 . 
Q. Did you ſee Lloyd employed in any thing 
about — the ip! py | 
Sennet. I did not. The boat we got into was 
one Mr. Benſon ordered for the ſhip; tho it 
was full large for that ſhip. The Philadelphia- 
man ſaw our boat coming towards him, and 
the ſmoke ariſing, and we had fired a gun by the 
Captain's order. The veſſel came towards us, 
When the combuſtibles were lighted, we all ſaid 
it was the beſt way to fire a gun; and it was 
loaded about two hours before by the Captain 
order. He ſaid it was for the ſhip that was 
a-head to hear us. We were taken on board the 
Philadelphia ſhip, except ſome who tarried in the 
boat along-ſide her two or three days; = 
| 0 


for burning 2 Ship. 97 


which we were landed by the afliſtance of a 
ſiſhing - boa. 2 5 

9, What, did you ſee Benſon after this? 

Sennet. T'wo days after We got on ſhore. He 
ſmiled and ſaid, ſo Dick, the work is done too 
quick; I had but juſt made an end of my in- 
ſurance. He applied to me, to make proteſt of 
the loſs of the ſhip. About three weeks or a 
month after, the priſoners were taken into cuſ- 
tody, upon James Bather's information. Ben- 
ſon deſired. us all to ſwear to the proteſt, I went 
over to Barnſtable, and when I returned, the 
Captain and mate, and my. brother Sennet, were 
taken into cuſtody, Benſon ſaid, if I did not 
ſwear to the proteſt it would coſt the Captain 
his life, Ape; | 
Q Was Lloyd one of thoſe ſaved in the 

oat ! * 

Sennet. He was; I believe he was concerned in 
launching the boat. I was in company with Pow 
in the iſle of Lundy before the ſhip ſet out; 
when he propoſed to me à note for money. I 
as WW propoſed to have twenty pound more, which was 
it granted, and added to the aforeſaid note, and 
a- writen on the back, but did not ſay at what time 
nd it ſhould be paid, = | | 
| Croſs-examined. _ 
us, Q. How many men were there on board? 
aid dennet. There were three ſailors befides the 
vas Captain, two mates, two boys and a man cook, 
n beſides fifteen or ſixteen tranſports. A 
vas Was Lloyd acquainted with any of theſe 
the tranſactions? - : 

'Sennet. I don't know that he was, only in 
making his eſcape with the reſt, ha 
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deſtroying the Aar made 2 Sorts of on 


it or not. 442 De her e 9 


it abroad; and the hole in the bulk-head was cut 
: right againſt the combuſtibles. 


; Nightingale, Squire Benſon owner about twen. 
ty months ago, - F was ſhipped by the priſoner 
Pow. I had come home paſſenger in one 0 
Mr. Benſon gveſſels, and -owed: Mr. Pow ſome 

money, and when I ſaw bim would hae 
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me to go with ſuch a veſſel; I told him I hat 
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Connit for abe Crown. + Was the deſign": 


e bud ig Hefe 


. 1 don't t know whether all hands kner 


from . ey. Whether or no I nem a ; 


the combuſtibles on board ++ hn 
Sennet. He bid me go to ſuch a veſſel * cut 


James Bather. I was ſhipped on oth 


ſhunned him; he called me to him, and aſked 


made a very bad ſummer's work of it, and coul! 
not pay him; he ſaid, if you will . wy & 
; therine or Nightingale, you - ſhal 
ſummer's! work, your year's .. 1 
not underſtand what he meant by — "Be 
aid, you - ſhall go boatſwain of che Nightis 
*gale, and have 308. a month; I agreed to it, an 
went and helped rigg the veſſel, and wWas cn 
board when ſhe ſaled from Appledore'to the ile in 
of Lundy, and anchored in that road in fifteen | 
fathom water; aſter that Marſhal and Magn 
canie on board. Lancey and Pow were there 
Pow ſaid to me, have you a mind to accept « 
a note for 40l. in cafe an accident ſhould hap 
en in the voyage out ward bound? Lafked then 
in what ſhay pow laid, by way of ſecurity ſa 
your, © aud cheſt. Lrefuled 4 it, but- ſaid 
45 . might do; een it was wrote 157 


- * 


for burning a Ship. 98 
the back of the note, clear money. I being igno- 
tant, did not know how the note was drawn, of 
when payable. I had it ſome time, and afterwards 
it was ſent to Lund ye 
Q. Were your cloaths and cheſt in all worth 
* No, nor 201. neither. 

Q. Why was your notes ſent to Lundy? 

Bather. Becauſe we were afraid of carrying 
them with us, for fear they ſhould be burnt; 
for it had been talked of in the cabin by Mr. 
Pow, that the ſhip ſhould be deſtroyed. Lancey 
wrote the notes, and Pow ſigned them. Lloyd 
was not there at that time. I am not certain 
whether Ilreceived the note from Lancey or Pow. 
The next evening a boat came from the iſland ; 
the Captain and Lloyd were then on board; 
Lancey himſelf hung up à tarpulin, that the 
Convicts might mot ſee what things were brought 


the ſecond, and carried away 17 or 18 bales of 
cloath, and two large and four ſmall maunds ; 
there remained 350 buſhels of falt, with mats 
about it, to keep it from the ſides of the ſhip, 
We failed from Lundy on Sunday morning, and 
ſailed all day and all night; on Monday morn- 
ing we ſaw a veſſel; ſhe came up and ſpoke 
with vs, failed, and might be a league anda half 
from us, before the Captain ordered Richard 
dennet to go and cut a hole in the bulk-head. 
After Sennet came up, and ſaid he had cut him- 
ſelf; Lancey ordered me to go down and cut a 
bole betwixt the bread- room and ſalt, in order to 
put a candle in. I went down and did it; and 
aſtet wards, by his orders, bored a hole in the 


Vo. IV. 


up; the boat came once the firſt night, and twice 


15 bottom; 4 flopt it 2 a marlingſpike, and 
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went on deck to ſee where the Philadelphiamay 
was. After the boat was hoiſted out, Lancey 
ordered me to go down and, ſet fire to the. ſhip; 
accordingly I went down with a candle WE + 
bread room, and looked. through; I ſaw-oakum 
dipped in tar, drew ſome of it near me, and ſet 
fire to it; then I ran up upon deck; the Cap- 
tain was there; he called down to the priſoner 
and ſaid, what are ycu about © what have yo 3 
voubave fet fire to the ſhip. They were greatly ſur- 
prized, and faid they knew nothing of it; the 
Captain ſaid he, was ruined, and defied the bont 
to be hoiſted out; we cleared the priſoners, and 
went into the boat, convicts and all; two or 
three of us weat on pretence to put out the fire, 
after it was gone too far. The Philadelphiaman 
came and took us in. Capt. Lancey gave Lloyd 
a blue coat; I had a coat, waiſtcoat, and ſhut 
given me; we 87 on ſhore, and in two ar 
ree days after, ſaw Mr. Benſon, Hs called us 
into the great parlour, and gave each of us. 2 
Ceram, and deſired us to go and ſwear to the pro- 
teſt ; we ſaid we would not unleſs. he gave us freſh 
Notes. | a . 
Q. Did you ſwear to the proteſt? % 
Bather. I did; and the next day went to, Exe- 
ter, to make difcovery of it. I went to Mr, 
Code, an under- writer, and ſwore that the protel; 
was falſe. | | | 
Q Have you received any money upan the 
note; b 


Barber. I have received 5l. 28. of Mr. Pow, 
and he told me when the inſurance, money Was 
zecovered I ſhould be paid the reſt, 
Anthony Metberall, ſecond mate, confirmed the 
e foregoing 
W. it neſſes, 


Feveral particulars depoſed to by th 


—  Y 


ter burning flip.” 0 
Mitneſſes, in relation to the tranſactions at Lun- 
dy, and the boring and firing of the ſhip; and 
added, that he heard Lloyd fay, as they were 
going near Appledore, he was to have 601. for 
his ſhare, but' did not ſay for what; that he 
told this to a boy, becauſe he had a ſuſ- 
picion that that boy had made a diſcovery ; 
fo this was ſaid to him to cauſe him to keep it. 
ſecret, e ee ee eee er. 

Thomas Sharpe, a failor in the ſame ſhip, de- 
poſed to the ſameè effect. rk. 
Q from Lantey. Did you ſee me concerned in 
any notes, or landing the goads? © 
Sharpe. No, I did not. 22 
Francis Shatkfioue, a mariner on board the 
Nightingale, depoſed, that when he came on 
doard he had a note delivered to him for 45. ſign- 
ed by Pow ; the purport of which note was, that 
in cafe-the'thip' was loft, between that and the 
Cape of Virginia, he, the deponent, was to haye 
ſo much money. The reſt of his evidence en- 
tirely correſponded with what had been before 
given by the other witneſſes; except only with. 
this addition, that he received of Pow to the 
amount of 45 l. on account of the note after he 
came home.. 2 = >" 
A from Lancey. Was I by when the note was 
given you by Mr. Pow? | . 
| Shackſtone, Ves; this was in Biddeford, at. 
a cook's ſhop; when I was deſired o ſign the. 
proteſt, upon which a freſh note was given 
me. F | 
The Council for the Crown cloſed their evi- 
; dence by ſhewing the politics, and called Mr. 

Edward Maund to prove one for 400). in the 

3 names. 
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102 Trial of Joux Lancey, &c. 
names of Lancey, Touchet, Rook, and Biſcoe, | 
for each 1001. This policy was made out by 
order of Mr. Benſon, as Maund proved by a 
letter of Benſon's own hand- writing. 
Q, How much was inſured on the cargo of 
this ſhip? 1254” 0 4 P90 
Maund. There was 8001. at firſt, and gool. 
by a ſubſequent order. n 
The Council for the Crown ſaid they had 
other politics to produce, to prove that the ſhip 
and cargo were inſured for 21001. but this be- 
ing ſufficient to ſhew the intention of the de- 
aud; they would reſt it here. wy 
The principle objections that aroſe from mat- 
ter of law, yrged by the council for the priſoners, 
Were in favour of Pow; thus: wt 
1. Whether the crime he was charged with, 
is within the juriſdiction of the Admiralty of 
England? that of a perſon, as an acceſſary, upon 
land, to the burning of a ſhip, and if that is 
commited afterwards on the High-Seas, it was 
ſubmitted to the court, whether he was not 
liable to be indicted at the affize for the oy 
where the offence was committed ; and the 1 
of Lundy was in the county of Devon. 
2. That in the ſtatute upon which the indict 
ment was founded, the 11th of George I. Cap. 
2, the words are, as to this crime, It is, 
* amongſt other things enacted, that if any on- 
* ers of, or Captain, Maſter, Mariner, or other 
* officer belonging to w ſhip, ſhould, af ter the 
© 24th of June, which ſhall be in the year of out, 
Lord 1718, wilfully caſt away, burn, or othet- 
© wiſe: deſtroy the ſhip of which he ſhall be 
cher, or into which he ſhall belong, or in 
any manner of ways direct or 1 _ 


* 


*.. 
«* 
« 
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ſame to de dane, to one, or of any merchant or 
«merchants, that ſhall load goods thereon, he - 

„Hall ſuffer death.“ That'this clauſe does not 
run in general Sorts, butt Is Tonhned to perſons 
either concerned * as. owners or matiners, and 
that Pow, being a taylor by trade, and lived at 
Appledore-point, in the county of Devon, and 
was neither owner, captain, maſter, or mariner, 
it was ſubmitted to the Court, whether he 
+ 8 four | guilty of the crime he was charged 
with 
Capt. Lanitey, in his defence ſaid, that at the 
ile of Lundy he 7775 in roviſions, but took 
nothing bur er the ſhip ; * he ſailed as ſoon 
as the wind p einge; that the ſhip, contrary 
to his khowledge, took fire, and had not the 
boat been hoiſted out immediately, alt their lives 
would have , been Joſt; after which they were 
taken up piby Cap t. Nicholſon, and that each of 
theſe watlle 2850 the ptöteſt. | 

Thyd faid, i alert was acted on board 

the ſhip, was a ſecret to him; and he knew no- ö 

thing of the affair. | 
Pow aid, ' ie -khew nothing, of the bills 

they charg 2 him With, that he never gabe 

ear Kaen brders a "they dag buch, And 

— the man who 1 Ware agairifthim. Was in his- 

28 5 
To Cap t,t Laneey's chatacter, Mr. Merry 
weather fith: he ms known Capt. Lancey ever, 

fince he came to town; chat he came to his * 
from the gaol at Eleter, and might have 
away if ke would; that the Jailor truſted vſbwed | 

go to the PAY ige, and he had the honour 0 


turn. 
* 3 | Daniel = 


with him ſome years, and that he is 2s 
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Daniel Nicholls ſaid, he had known Capt. 
Lancey ever ſince he was à child, and had failed 
| good and 
well-behaved a man as ever he failed with in 
mis life, and did not think he would. be guilty 
ol ſetting: fire to his ſhip in order to cheat the 
inſurer s. 
© 2: Lancey... Pleaſe to call "Capt. Marſhal.co * 
: charaties. (HY 
Marſhal, I have known Capt. Lacey; from a 
child. He has had as good a character as any 
r- 80 the world, before this veUdeng: hap: 
pene 
Several perſons appeared to the E of 
| Pow and Lloyd, and ſpoke very bandſomely of 
them; eſpechlly of the laſt, of whom it wa 
ſaid, that iſ there was an honeſt man in oe wenn, 
he was one. 

The evidence bel ctoſed for the prifoner, 
be council for the bullen replied toi the ob- 
jections bafore mentioned by this ne e 
eil, to this-purport. di 
70 the firſt, that no perſon can {et bre to 260 
>< ſea, w r not maſter, captain, or mariner, 

and thert fore ſuch only can be conſidered as prin- 
5 felons; and it having come out, that the 
_, maſter did ſet her on fire becauſe he ordered it; 
and thereſore he is indictable as a principle on 
this act of parliament: If ſo, then any perſon 
cat inſtigates, incites, or adviſes the mariners on 
board to commit the fact, is an acceſſary before 
the felony committed, at common-law, that be: 
ing made ſo by the flatute, and W n rriable 


A this court, 
2 To the ſecond,” twas anſwered, if ths crime Pow 


max charged with, a been committed = 


ee = woe ee ww a IO ww 


U 


tune, and well eſteemed 3 that 


for burning n Sbip. whe T0; 
dody of the. cdunty : of Devon, there would have 


deen ſome colour ſor that bjecti'on; but the 


notes were given by him in the cabin of the ſhip 


| Nightingale, as ſhe was riding: at anchor in the 


road of Lundy, where: the tide. hasrits flux and 
reflux; which 4s the ſame, as if ſhe had been ever 
ſo many eagues from ſhore, and. is certainly 


triable in the juriſdiction of the high Court of 


Admiralty, for inciting, moving, inſtigating, 
ſtiting up, perfuading/ adv iſing, Cc 
. The Jury drought in their verdict; Lancey, 
guilty. Death. Lloyd, acquittedꝓ.. 
And that Pow, before the ſaid ſelony was 
committed by Lancey, near the Iſle of Lundy, 
did incite, inſtigate, move, ſtir up, and coun- 
ſel the ſaid Lancey to commit the ſame; but 
they found him neither owner, captain, nor 
mariner, and ſo referred it to the Judge of tho 
Court. 755 1 * , ; Rn SS 13 «Is þ | 
1 R 27, was born at: Biddeford, 
in the county of Devon, and deſcended from a 
reputable family in that neighbourhood; He 


was a young man of good parts and underſtand- 


ing, improved by an, education ſuited to the 
courle of life to which he Was deſtined, which 
was the Sea. Hegalways behaved ſuitable to 
his ſtation, with the utmoſt integrity, and to 


the ſatisfaction of all thoſe with whom he was 


concerned. In ſhort, be is allowed to have 


lived an unblemiſhed life till he engaged in this 


iniquitous tranſaction, the occaſion of which, 
he accounted for in the following manner. 


- He ſaid, he had been upwards of ten years 


in the employment of Mr. Benſon, à gentle- 
man of that country, of à very opulent for- 
had married 

a relation 
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a relation of Mr. Benſon's, und having beet 
ſo long in his ſervice, maſter of different veſſeſs 
— to the ſame owner, and experience 
any inſtances of his friend{hip, he could hot 
bug conſider him as the maſter of his fortune; 
and reſted his whme cones yew; his fa 
vour. a eo 
After bringing home che ip Ni . 
ſafe from a — voyage, he had a — 110 
neſs, which reduced him in his circumſtances; 
pretty. much. Oa his recovery, Benſon ſent for 
him, and propoſed futing out the ſame veſſel 
and theo, for che firſt time, communicated his 
deſign of making a large inſurance upoh herz 
and having her deſtroyed. Lancey ſad the 
prapoſal ſtartled him, dur: reeollectiag bimſelf, 
replied, Sir, I flatter myſelf yon have never tnnten 
me guikty. of .a lad uctien fc 1. hai been: in youth 
ſervice, and ſurely your mention of. this matter. 1% 
me RoW, is ny ac a "Sew 25 trying by ee 
legrity. 544g e 93 Al 
dome time da; Benſon anivited: MW 
with ſome other gentlemen to dine wich him 
Lancey went, and was very kindly "received; 
and deſired to ſlay till the-teft of the company 
were gone: he did ſoy anda as ſoon as they 8 
by themſelves, Benſon walked *with eee 
2. pleaſure-houſe in the garden, 
— propoſal, and urged him to a compliatice- 
with great earneſtneſs; till at laſt Lancey plainly 
told him, that if ſuch were the conditions of 
continuing in his ſerviee, he muſt ſeck ou fer 
buſimeſs· ſome where elſe, for he could not pe- 
1 himſelf to eome into ſteh a ſcheme:! 
They had drank plentifully before, and Ben- 
en Au _ him with mote wine and moe 
1051 arguments; 


for burning a His. Wy. 1 


1 


arguments; up on which he touched upon a 
tender ſtring; his neceſſities, his wife, and two 
children. J will you, ſays Benſon; land fo. 
much in your own light? conſider your carcumftances, 
conſider your family; you may now have an oppor-- 
tunity of making them and yourſelf happy. His ar- 
guments unfortunately prevailed, and Lancey 
was undone. The proſpect of - ſuch large ad- 
vantages, joined to Benſon's ſtrong and repeated 
aſſurance of protection, gilded the bait till Lan- 
cey ſwallowed it. The tempiation' was great; 
but what puniſhment can be bad enough for the 
tempter ? F 42 — 0 ie 

To theſe laſt motives, Lancey aſcribed his 
embarking in this flagitious conſpiracy ; but hav- 
ing once engaged in it, he acknowledged he. 
was particularly active in carrying it into exe 
cution, and equally tenacious of the eredit f 
his ſeducer. | 

In what manner, and by whom this villainous 
ſcheme was put in execution, has already been 
related in the courſe of the trial, and therefore 
need not here be repeated, except ſome eircum- 
ſtances relating to the proteſt, viz; That on 
Thur(day the 6th of Auguſt, Lancey with 
Lloyd the chief-mate, Anthony Metherall ſecond» 
mate, and James Bather the boatſwain, went 
dy the expreſs directions of Mr. Benſon, be- 
fore Mr. Narciſſus Hatherly, of Biddeford, no- 
ary public, and there ſwore, among other falſi- 
ties, that the Ship Nightingale's taking fire, 
Was purely accidental and caſual, and proceeded- 
from lome unforeſeen accident or cauſe, which was 
ut in their power to hinder or prevent, and not. 
from careleſſneſs, wilfull negleft, or miſmanage- 
et, to their, or either of their knowledge or 

beef 
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belief; and that the loſs of their ſhip 100 cargo, 
and every thing on board, was a total no un- 
awoidalle loſs by acrident-of fire. 

Evety: thing haviag thus bacovedin. 10 be 
wiſh, Capt. Lancey, not in the leaſt apprchen- 
{ve of detection, went home to his family, where 
his firſt care was, to fecure the wages of his 
evil-doings, : To this purpoſe he wrote to his 
correſpondent at Exeter, whom he had em- 
ployed to procure him an infurance of 1301. 
upon this voyage, :acquainting him with his pre- 
tenden loſs; which be. followed in about a fort- 
night after, with another letter, accompained by 
proper vouchers for the retovery of the money 
ſo inſured. As this laſt letter may ſerve t0/ 
iltuttcate the intention of this foul. confpiracy; 
we ſhall inſert.jt * a OP een he Bald 
* to be. geaulne. — 


*. lars 23, TOY 


an 1 R. ol 
©] haveſent you by this * the gate my 
© proteſt, and my affidavit, annexed to the in- 
* voices of my loſs, beſides 1.5 guineas advanced 
to the ſailors, which I imagine 1 fhall be 
© able to come at, but rely on your ſuperior 
* judgment to make application for me, as b 
© am ſo much a ſufferer; beſides ſundry other 
© ſtems, I have omitted in my invoice, which 
really were on board, at the time when! 
ſuſtained my loſs. 
a - PO Sir, your moſt obedicnt Servint, 


zen Lan 
7 


Far burning à Ship. 10g 
To Mr. John Mie Merchant, at Exon. 


Mean Ahle, Lancey; having no particular 
employment, ſpent his time at home, and about 
the neighbourhood, with all ſeeming unconcern; 
and when Lloyd, on the 26th of Auguſt, told 
him he heard that Bather was going or gone 
to Exeter, and upon what: account, "he ſeemed 
to give no credit to it, neither did he attempt 
to ſecrete himſelf on that eccaſion. wins 
However, in @ few days, he was fully a and 
fatally convinced of the truth of Lloyd's in- 
telligence; for on the 29th, as he was returning 
from-a walk he had been taking, he was. ac- 
coſted by the Conſtable of Northam, and a 
Bailiff of the Sheriff of Exctef, who told him, 
that information having been made againſt him 
by Bather, for witfully © deſtroying the Ship 
Nightingale, with intent to. defraud the inſurers, 
a warrant was granted againſt him, and the reſt 
of the ſhip's crew, which they were come to 
execute, 

Lancey ve y chearfully ſubmitted, and being 
taken into cuſtody, was carried to a public-houts 
in the neighbourhood. No ſooner was the Cap- 
tain's detainer known abroad, but as many of 
the crew as were thereabout ſarrendered them- 
ſelyes to the ſame warrant; however, only Lan- 
cey, Lloyd, and John Sennet were detained, 
and the reſt immediately diſcharged. Lancey 
was permitted to go ta his own houſe unatten- 
ded, and Lloyd and Sennet to their reſpective 
lodgings on their bare parole, that they would 
appear the next morning at the ſame houſe; 
which they did, and proceeded from thence to- 
gether to Exeter, and after examination, were 
put 


Re 
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put under a ſtrong guard in an inn. After 2. 
nother examination, Sept. 14, Lancey and Lloyd 
were committed to the County Gaol, and Sennet 
to Bridewell. N49 oth 
They continued in the Gaol of Devon about 
three months; and in the beginning of Decem- 
ber were removed by Habeas Corpus to London ; 
where, on their arrival, they were examined 
before Sir Thomas Saliſbury, Kut. Judge of the 
Admiralty; when they were both orderded to 
ftand committed. In the courſe of this exami- 
nation, a propoſal: was made to Lancey, and 
ſome time given him to conſider of it, which 
very probably would ſave both his life and li- 
berty, had he embraced it; but he rejected it, 
chuſing rather to fall a victim than make a ſa- 
crifice; and ſo on Monday the 18th, they were 
both ſent to the Marſhalſea. | 
During their confinement here, ſeveral app'i- 
cations, were made to get them admitted to bail, 
but unſucceſ>fully, till July 3, 1753, when Dr. 
Haye, and Dr. Smanbrooke moved the Court 
of Admiralty in behalf of their clients, John 
Lancey, "Thomas Pow, John Lloyd, and Jobn 
Sennet, that a ſeſſion might be held, and their 
clients tried; or that they might be bailed or 
diſcharged. Upon which motion, the Court re- 
ſolved that John Lancey be admitted to bail in 
1000 l. and two ſureties in 5ool. each; John 
Lloyd in 500 1. with two ſureties in 2501, each; 
and Thomas Pow in 1000 l. with two ſureties in 
250 J. each. | 
This reſolution of the Court flattered their 
hopes for ſome time ; but were ſoon convinced, 
that they were built on an unſtable foundation, 
The grand ſeducer, who had prompted them — 


R e . 

* for burning run 

the commiſſion of the crimes, and had involved 
them in all * theſe, difficulties z Benſon, whoſe 
power they expected would protect them, and 
whoſe riches were to ſupport them, was himſelf. 
obliged, by a precipitate flight, to ſeek'an Aſylum 
in a foreign country. Thus, being unable to 
comply with the terms of their being bailed, 
they were forced to ſubmit to a continuance of 
impriſonment; and were remanded to Newgate 
to take their trial at the next ſeſſions of 'Admi- 
ral : \ p N nn 1 | 
U hile Lancey was in the Marſhalfea' he had 
contracted an acquaintance 'with à celebrated 
young lady, who was very deſirous of continu- 
ing her viſits to him in his new apartment; this 
he abſolutely refuſed, and defired to be excuſed 
with good manners, accompained with ſome 
wholeſome advice. \ IM O08 


In the ſeveral converſations, ſays” the Ordi- 
nary, that paſſed between the-prifoner 'and'me, 
I don't remember that he ever ie on atop 
reſentment, againſt either his proſecutors, or 
Bather who made the diſcovery, whoſe account 
he admitted, in general, to be true. For two 
days and two nights, he would not ſuffer his 
prayers to be interrupted,” even by ſleep, and to 
bis laſt hour behaved with a ſteadineſs and cont 
8 very ſeldom ſcen on the like ſolemi oc- 
caſion. E 00S 


He 1 uffered at Execution Dock, June 77 1754. | 
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The Trial of ELIZABETH CANNING, for 
WG. Perjury, May, 1754. 
E LIZABETH ' CANNING, Spinſter, was 
L_/ indifted for wilful and corrupt Perjury on 
the trial of Mary Squires, the Gipſey, in ſwear- 


ing that ſhe was robbed by the ſaid Mary Squires 


of a pair of ſtays, value 10s, in the houſe of 
Suſannah Wells, at Enfield-waſh, Jan, 2, 1753, 

; The witneſſes were examined apart. 
After the indictment was opened by the Coun- 
cil for the proſecution, William Chetham pro- 
duced the copy of the record of the conviction 


of Mary Squires, at the Seſſions-houſe in the 


Old Bailey, which was read; the purport of 
which was, that ſhe was tried and convicted for 
the fame, - | | 

Then Thomas Gurney, the minuter, was 
called, who depoſed from his minutes, to the 
contents of Canning's evidence given in Court 
upon that trial; that ſhe was met by two men 
in Moorhelds, on Jan. 1753, ncar Bedlam-wall, 
who robbed her of her gown, apron, hit, and 
138. Ed. and took her away to Enfield-waſh, 
to the houſe of Suſannah Wells; where ſhe 


was robbed by Mary Squires of her ftays, at 


about four o'clock the next morning, and put 
into a hay-loft, where ſhe continued 28 days, 
all but a few hours, &c. Ihe 
Eſther Hopkins depoſed, ſhe lived at South 
Parrot, in Dorſetſhire, that ſhe believed ſhe ſaw 
the Gipſey woman, her ſon and daughter, (who 
were all three in the court, that each witneſs 


might ſee them as they came to give evidence) 


® der houſe on the 29th of December, 1752; | 
ler 


. / 

Alice Farnham depoſed, that ſhe lived at Vine- 
yard's Gap, and that the old woman and her ſon 
were at her houſe, on a Saturday morning a 
little before New Chriſtmas, 17582, and believed 
the daughter was with them, but not quite 
poſitive as to her. 94H = 

George Squires, the Gipſey's ſon, depoſed, that 
he, his mother, and fiſter Lucy, were at South 
Parrot on the 29th of December, 1752; they 
went to Litton the next day, and on the 31ſt 
to Abbotſbury ; where they ſtaid from the Iſt of 
January to the qth, on which day they went 
to Portſham, and from thence to Ridgway, and 
on the 11th to Dorcheſter; from whence they 
ſet out, and walked almoſt all night, and got 
to another village, and the next day they * 
at Morton in a barn; and on the day after they 
lay at Coombe; after which he could not re- 
collect where he lay, till he came to Baſingſtoke, 
where he was directed to lodgings at Old Ba- 
ſing; then they travelled to Bagſhot, and lay 
there, and after that to Brentford, and from 
thence to the Seven Siſters, at the TWũ ß Brew 
ers near Tottenham, and from thence to Mother 
Wells's at Enfield-waſh; that his bufineſs was 
to tarry there till he could get a debt which 
was due to him in London, of 71. 155. being, 
afraid of going to his own lodgings, where he 
had goods of his own at Newington Butts, for 
tear of being arreſted ; that he had been there 
but a week and a day before his mother was 
taken up and committed. 3 

On his croſs- examination he gave a very 
lame account how he went from Newington. 
to South Parrot, and a as many counties 

2 he 
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he went. thro? as towns, and could not name a 

ſen or an inn that he lay at 
There were four people from Litton depoſed, 
they ſaw the old woman, her En and daughter 
there, at the time he had mentioned, and eleven 
from* Abbotſbuty, to that of their being there 
fiom the iſt of January, 1753, to the gth of 
the ſame, and four to their ſeeing them at Port- 
ſham au the 9th and roth, one at Fordington 
on the 11th, one at Chattel on the 12th, three 
at Martin on the 13th, five at Coombe on the 
14th, one at Baſingtok on 18th, two at Brent- 
ford on the 20th, 21ſt, and 22d, two that they 
were near the Seven Siſters by Tottenham, on 
the 23d of January, 1753. 
The next perſon called was Mr. Alderman 
Chitty, who depoſed, from his minutes, taken 
when Elizabeth Canning was before him. at 
Guildhall, in company with Mr. Lion,” Mr. 
Naſh, Mr. Wintlebury, and others ; that Ei- 
aveth Canning dep (cd before. bim, Jan. 31, 
1753, that upon the laſt New-year's-day, as 
ſhe was returning fiom. her uncle's at Saltpeter- 
bank, by, the dead Wall againſt Ledlam, in 
Moorkelds, near ten at night, ſhe was met 
by 110 Nel who robbed her of half a guinea, 
28 and 2 alfpenny ; that they took her gown 
from off her back, and a ftraw or chip hat; 
that ſhe ſtruggled and made a noiſe, and that 
one Gopped her mouth with ſomething like a 
hangerrhich, nd ſwore, if ſhe made any noiſe 
or refifkance, they would. kill her, and hit her 
a. blow over the head. and ſtunned her, and 
forced her along Biſhopſgate- ſtreet, each hold- 
ing her up under the arms; but did not ne 
0 - 


der any * more that paſſed, and did not 


come to herſelf till about half an hour before 


ſhe came to Enfield-waſh, ſo called, as ſhe 
had learned ſince, to Wells's houſe; that there 
were ſeveral perſons in the room; it was ſaid 
ſhe muſt do as they did, and if fo, ſhe ſhould- 
have fine cloaths; ſhe ſaid ſhe would not, but 
would go home, and refuſed compliance; and 
then a woman forced her up ſtairs into a room, 
and with a caſe knife, which ſne had in ber 
hand, cut the lace of her ſtays and took them 
away, and told her, there was bread and water 
in the ſaid room, and if ſhe made any noiſe, 
ſhe would come immediately and cut her throat; 
then went out, and locked the door, and that 
ſhe never ſaw her or any of them fince, till 
ſhe made her eſcape; the bread in quantity of 
2 quartern loaf, in four, five or fix pieces, ard 
three quarters of a gallon, of water, or a little 
more, in a pitcher, as ſhe ſuppoſed, on which, 
and a penny mince-pye ſhe had in her pocket, 
ſhe ſubſiſted till ſhe got away, which was on 
the 29th of January, about three or four in the 
afternoon, and then made the beſt of her way 
to London, to her mother's, at the bottom of 
Aldermanbury. She alſo ſaid ſhe had no ſtool, 
only made water, all the time; and that there 
were in that room an old ſtool or two, an old 
table, an old picture, over the chimney, two 
windows in the room, oye faſtened up. wich 
boards, and the other part ditto and glaſs; that 
ſhe made a hole. by removing a pain of glaſs, 
forced a part open, and got out upon a 

boards or penthouſe, and ſo flid down and 
jumped upon the fide of a bank, on the back- 
L 3 {ide 


— 
> 
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by 
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fide of the houſe, and ſo got into the road, 


and reached her. mother's that night about ten 
o'clock; her mother. being there, ſaid, ſhe got 
her ſome wine and water, but ſhe could not 
ſwallow it, and then ſent for the apothecary for 


advice. Her maſters, Lion and Wintlebury, 


gave her a good character; that ſhe apprehended 
it was the woman of the houſe that had done her 
this injury. He granted her a warrant for the 
apprehending Mother Wells, upon her ſwear- 
ing all this to be truth. E 
Gawn Naſh depoſed, that he was with Can- 


8 ning before alderman Chitty ; that there ſhe was 


alked what ſort of a room it was that ſhe way 
confined in? ſhe ſaid it was a little ſquare darkiſh 
room, that there were boards nailed up at the 
window, and that through the cracks ſhe could 
fee the Hertford ſtage- coach, which uſed to car4 
ry her miſtreſs. He likewiſe depoſed, that ſhe 
faid there were an old broken ſtool or chair, an 
iron grate in the chimney, and a few old pic- 
tures hung over the chimney, and that ſhe lay 
upon boards. He ſaid he was much affected 
with this melancholy affair, being there 
duringthe whole examination. He likewiſe de- 


| poſed, that, after the warrant was granted, he, 
Lion, her maſter, Aldridge and Hague, went 


down to Mother Wells's, in order to execute the 
warrant the next morning, which was Feb. 1. 
that as they were going down they were met by 
people, who told them they had ſeized them all; 
that they went on, and when they came to 
Wells's houſe they went up into ſeveral rooms; 
and aſter that he ſaw a man there, and aſked 


iſ there were not other rooms in the houſe ; = 
| the 


the man ſhewed him up into this room and went 
with him; that when he got into this room, he 
wondered where the room was that Canning had 
deſcribed ſhe had been confined in; for, ſays he, 
this did not in any part anſwer the deſcription 
ſhe gave, for it was a very long room; that he 
then came down to his companions, and they all 
went into the room together; that then ſomebody 
faid, this muſt be the room; that he then ſaid, 
it anſwered not the deſcription ſhe had given of 
it, for he ſays, he obſerved in the room near half 
a load of hay; a neſt of drawers about four 
feet by three high, and a tub in which was 
ſome pollard; three old ſaddles ; two of which 
were women's ſaddles, and a parcel of hay made 
in form of a bed; that over the bed Were a jack 
line and pullies, and that there was a hole where 
the jack-line had gone through, which was ſtuf- 
fed with hay; that it was a thin clay and hath, 
wall which ſeparated that and the kitchen, and 
that if the hay had been removed, one might 
ſee very plain into and acroſs the kitchen into 
the road; that there was a litfle chimney in the 
room, which ſeemed a little place for warming a 
glue- pot, and that he obſerved an old duſty caſe- 
ment, which ſeemed to have ſtood over the 
chimney for ſome years; that there was no grate, 
nor the appearance of any grate in the chimney; 
that he obſerved the window out of which ſhe 
laid ſhe made her eſcape; that within nine or 
ten feet of that window there was a watering 
pond; that the other window of the room never 
had been boared up, and that was large enough 
for him to get out at, and that it was ſo low, 
that he ſhook hands with his wife out 0 
| [ 
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that the caſement opened and ſhut extremely eaſy, 
and that there were trees grew ſo very near, that 
they were almoſt within his reach, and the 
room was very light, nor faw he any pitcher 
there; but after the people were all ſecured the 
went over the way, and were impatient that EL 
Canning was not come; that Adamſon and a- 
nother toſſed up who ſhould go and meet them, 
Adamſon went, and returned, waving his hat, 
ſaying, we are all right, for Bet ſays there is a 
little hay in the room; he fays, when Canning 
was brought in and fet upon the drefler, the door 
of that room being open, ſhe might have ſeen 
the ſtairs leading up into the room; being 
carried into the parlour where all the people 
were, ſhe inſtantly fixed upon Mary Squires; but 
he ſays ſhe could not ſee Mary Squires's face-at 
that time; and when Squires's daughter told her 
mother, that ſhe was fixed upon as the perſon 
ho had robbed Canning, that ſhe then got 
p, and came acroſs the room to Canning, ſay- 
ng, Madam, do you ſay I robbed you? * at 
is face, and if you have ſeen it before, you muſt 
ave remembered that God Almighty never 
made ſuch another. When Canning told her 
when it was, ſhe ſaid, Lord Madam, I was 120 
miles off at that time; he aſked where ſhe was? 
| ſhe ſaid, ſhe was at Abbotſbury in Dorſetſhire, 
I] and that ſhe could bring an hundred people to 
prove it, who had known her thirty or forty 
ears; and that all the people declared ſhe had 
n there but a very little while. He ſays, 
fter this, Canning was carried into ſeveral 
ooms, and at laſt into the work-ſhop; when 
e came there, ſhe ſaid, ſhe believed that to u 
| | 
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the rooms. Upon being aſked, what ſhe remem” 
bered it by? ſhe ſaid, ſhe remembered hay in 
the room, and that was the hay ſhe lay upon, 
but there was more; ſhe took up the jug, ſay- 
ing, it was what ſhe had her water in. Upon 
her being aſked about the ſaddle and the draws. 
ers, ſhe Fid, ſhe did not remember them (which 
he ſays were duſty, and ſeemed to have been 
there a great while) being aſked, why ſhe 
did not get out at the eaſt window? anſwered, 
ſhe thought it was faſt,” He ſays, when they 
came down into the parlour, Nazus's wife de- 
clared, that ſhe and her huſband had lain 
there for eleven weeks together, and that 
Mary Squires had been there but a very little 
time, N | E 

Upon this, being aſked why he did not give 
this evidence upon the trial of Mary Squires, he 
ſaid he was in court part of the trial, and that 
he was extremely uneaſy in his own mind; that 
being butler of the Goldſmith's company, and 
having the charge of a great deal of plate, and 
thinking, at the ſame time, that Mary Squires 
would have been acquitted, he went away and 
did not come again, "He ſays, he did not think, 
upon the obſervations he had made, there could 
have been ſufficient proof to convict her, and when 
he heard ſhe was convicted, he was extremelß 
affected and uneaſy. | 1 6 | 
Upon his croſs- examination he ſaid, that be- 
fore he left the Old Bailey, Canning had gone 
through the whole of her evidence, or ever 
near it, and that ſhe had fwore the cobbery upon 
the Gipſey; but he thought within hialſelf Can · 
ning had given falſe evidence, or howey*e, it 
9 might 


120 Trial of ELI ABITH Canning, 
might be a miſtake; that he is not certain, 
whether Judith Natus was in the room the 
whole time he was there, (meaning at Wells's) 
neither could he be certain that ſhe had lain 
there ten or eleven weeks; but upon this, he ſays, 
he quite dropt his opinion-of Canning, though 
a great friend of her's before. 2 
Jobn Hague, and Edward Aldridge, gave much 
the ſame account, they being the perſons that 
went down with him. 4. 
Hague, upon his eroſs- examination, was aſked, 
whether he was in the hay-loft the whole time 
Canning was there? he ſaid he was, and Adam- 
ſon and Scarrot were there at the ſame time, and 
tore down the window. ee 
The next witneſs called was Mr. White, the 
Marſhall's man, ſervant to my Lord- mayor, who 
gave an account of his going down to apprehend 
other Wells, for this robbery ; he gave an ac- 
count in what manner they were all ſecured, and 
likewiſe of his going into the r ; that 
there he ſaw twelve or fifteen truſſes of hay, 
which he thought had been there a long time; 
alſo a cheſt of drawers the barrel of à gun, and 
an old muſket; that when he looked into "the 
room, he was ſuſpicious, and thought Canning 
was miſtaken, becauſe it did not agree with the 
deſcription ſhe had given; he ſaid he went and 
looked at the north window, to fee if he could 
find the mark of any body's getting out; that 
he obſerved the ground was clay, and there lay 
a heap of human dung as high as a quart pot, 
which did not appear to have been trod upon; 
and upon the whole, it did not appear to him 
that any body had got out of that window. — 
| a 
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ſays, that Adamſon would have perſuaded him 


that there were ſome marks in the wall, but hne 


took a particular obſervation and could ſee none, 
neither could he obſerve any penthouſe or ſhed. 
He ſaid, when Canning came in, he propoſed 
that ſhe ſhould go into the parlour, and fix upon 


Mary Squires, but could not be certain whe- 


ther Canning ſaw her face at the time ſhe fixed 
upon her; but that Mary Squires declared ſhe 
never ſaw her before. And George Squires ſaid, 
before Canning came, that they were at that very 
time in Dorſetſhire ; that the old woman, George 
md Lucy, perſiſted in it they were all at Ab- 
botſbury this firſt of January, and the other daugh- 
ter ſaid ſhe was at her uncle's in the Borough that 
very Chriſtmas. | | 
The next witnefs called was Fortune Natus, 
who depoſed, that he and his wife lay in that 
very room, during the time Canning fays ſhe 
was confined there; that when they came there, 
there was half a load of hay in it, which room 
he ſays was called the work-ſhop; he ſaid his 
bed was made of hay and ſtraw, and his bolfter 
aſack of wool; there was no grate in the room; 
that there was a neſt of drawers, and two or 
three ſide- ſaddles, a man's ſaddle, a large drawer 
with ſome pollard, and a tub with iron hoops ; 
that there was a barrel or kilderkin, and an old 
gun and gun-barrel ; and in the chimney an old 
lanthorn, a ſpit, and a ſaw with two handles; 
ajack and pullies; that the pullies came through 
a hole at his bed's head, and the hole was near 
three feet long; that. there was an old fi 
there, the ſign of the Crown, which uſed to 
tang at Mother Wells's door, and that ſtood 
againſt 
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againſt the wall; that there were no pictures 
there, but an an old iron © cafement without 
glaſs or lead; that he lodged in this room twelji 
weeks excepting three days, and lay there eyery 
night excepting one, and that his wife lay ther 
every night, He ſaid, the ſign that lay then 
was bought by one Ezra Whiffen, and that to 
his obſervation, nothing was taken out of the 
room while he was there; that he wa 
there all the month of January, New Chriſt: 

{ mas, Old Chriſtmas, and till they were all taken 

| OO OT OA 

Judith Natus, wife of Fortune Natus, gar 

i much the ſame account as he had done; but 

when ſhe was aſked if there was a fign in 

the room; ſhe ſaid there was, and it was the 
ſign of the Fountain, but afterwards ſaid there 
were two ſigns, and the other was the ſign of 
the Crown. df Sov 

Mary Larney, the next witneſs, ſaid ſhe kept 

a chandler's ſhop at Enfield; that ſhe knev 

Fortune Natus and his wife very well, and that 

they dealt with her for chandlery goods; tha 

ſhe had ſeen them go in and out very often 2 

Mother Wells's, between Michaelmas ani 

Chriſtmas, 1752, and that they told her the 

lodged there; that the firſt time ſhe ſaw Mary 

Squires there, was on Wedneſday the 24h 

January, and that upon the "Thurſday week 

after that Wedneſday they were all taken up; 

that the firſt time ſhe ſaw Lucy Squires wi 
that ſhe ſold her a ſmall loaf of bread, and th 
ſhe ſold her bread, cheeſe, and ſmall-beer, the 
very day that Mary > x1 came to Wells 
houſe, and that Lucy Squires wanted to bot 


row a pitcher of her; that ſhe never ſaw a!) 
Gipli 
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Gipfies at Wells's houſe before; and that ſhe 
would not put the money ſhe had taken of the 
old woman into her pocket) till ſhe: had put it 
into a pail of water. | 
The next witneſs, Sarah Howel, . ſaid, ſhe 
was daughter to Mrs. Wells, and chat ſhe was 
there every day during the month of January, 
| but had no acquaintance - with Mary Squires, 
her ſon, or daughter; that they came there on 
a Wedneſday, and were taken up the Thurſday 
following. The pitcher being produced, the 
{wore it was the very ſane as was uſed in the 
family; that Fortune Natu and his wife were 
there at that time, and that ſhe was there 
when they were all taken up; that Fortune 
Natus and his wife lay in the work-ſhop a- 
dove two months; that there was a conſiderable 
quantity of hay in the room, which was to 
feed her mother's horſe, and ſome pollard was 
1 there to feed the ſow; that ſhe could not take 
; upon her to ſwear that ſhe lay once in the 
houſe during the whole month of . January, but 
was in it almoſt every day during that time. 
dhe ſaid, that Virtue Hall went as often in the 
_ hay-loft as ſne did; that upon the 8th of Jan. 
Edward Allen, Giles Knight, and John Larney, 
Jopped the trees which were aver againſt the 
window, and that Virtue Hall and herſelf were 
at the window at that time, that ſhe opened 
the caſement · hetſelf at that time, and it opened 
very eaſily. ö 
On her croſs- examination, being aſked, ho 
ſhe came to be at her mother's ? ſhe ſaid ſhe 
had been a ſervant, and was out of place, and 
that ſhe had been at her mother's a year and a 
half; that when Canning went into the parlour 
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* the pointed to Squires, and fixed upon her as 
the perſon” that robbed her, but believes this 
Was before ſhe ſaw her face; upon which Mary 
\ Squires ſaid, for God's ſake do not ſwear my 
lite away; look in my face, and be ſure of what 
you ſay: ſhe ſaid: that A Squires ſat with 
a pipe in her mouth, almoſt double, and 
her head leaning on her arm; that Canning 
ſaw Wells before ſhe ſaw Squires, and did not 
charge her; and that ſne was not at the trial 
of Squires, becauſe ſhe was not ſubpzna'd to 

- attend. Ef; 160] : | 
The next witreſſes called were Jobn Larney, 
Giles Knight, and Edward Allen, who gave 
an account of their lopping the trees, January 
eight, that ſtood juſt againſt the window of 
the room in which Canning ſaid ſhe- was con- 
fined, and talked to Sarah Howel and Virtue 
Fall the time they were looking out of the 

_- hay-loft. | | 160 
ahn Carter; the next witneſs, - depoſed; be 
kept a public-houſe near Well's houſe, and ay 
them lopping the trees, and that they flung 
clods of dirt at Sarah Howel and Virtue Hall, 
who Rood at the window of that room; and 
that Fortune Natus and his wife lodged at 
Wells's houſe; and that he ſaw Mary Squires 
- there only the morning ſhe was taken up, but 

he faw her ſon a week before that time. 

i Ezra IWhiffen, the next witneſs, ſaid, - he 
kept the White Hart and Crown, at Enfield 
Waſh; he depoſed, that he bought that ſign 
. of the crown which was in the hay- loft at Mo- 
ther Wells's houſe, and that afterwards, on the 
18th of January, he bought the old hooks 
f Mother Wells, and went up into the 5 5 
| WET Le | 1 N 
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toft to look for them, where he ſaw Judith 
Natus in bed; the irdns were in a piece of 
wood ; that his ſon carried it home -upon his 
ſhoulder, knocked out the hooks, and brought 
it back again. 92 | 

Jahn Whiffen, ſon of the laſt witneſs, depoſed, 
that he went with his father to Mother Wells's, 
but did not go into the work-ſhop ;- that he 
brought away the piece of wood the hoogs 
were fixed in, . took out the hooks, and brought 
the wood back again. Ws, 

Eliz, Long, daughter to Mother Wells, de- 
poſed, that ſhe lived but three . houſes diſtant 
from her; that ſhe believed ſhe was there every | 
day in January; that her ſiſter and Virtue Hall 
lived there, as did Fortune Natus aud his wife 
at the ſame time; that ſhe had occaſion to go 
into the work-{hop ſeveral, times, and had of- 
ten ſeen Judith Natus and her hufband in that 
room, and in bed 3 ſhe deſcribed. the chimney 
to be at the feet of Fortune Natus's bed, and 
never remembered there, was a grate there, but 
t1ere was a great deal of hay put there for the 
ule of her mother's horſe, and the pollard and 
bran for the uſe of the ſow and pigs; and that 
in the month of January ſhe took ſome bran 
from thence for the ſame purpoſe, and. is ſure 
nobody lodged in that room all that time, ex- 
cept Fortune Natus and his wife. As to the 
pitcher, ſhe ſaid 'twas her mother's; and as to 
the bed-gown ſhe never ſaw that before; ſhe 
fad, ſhe ſaw- Mary Squires at her mother's on 
the 24th of January, and that was the firſt 
time ſhe ' ſaw her; that her fon and two daugh- 
ters came there then, and they were all taken 
vp the firſt of February. | 
M 2 John 
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Fon Hiwel depoſe dy he lived at Enfield Wafhs 
and was ſon to Mother Wells; that he was in, 
the workeſhop the 19th, 20th, and 2x{t of Janu- 
ary; his mother having ſent him there on theſe 
days: to feteh-pollard to feed the ſow and pigs; 
and that Fortune Natus, and his wift, were 
the only people in that room; that he attended 

the trial of Squires, but the mob would not 
ſuffer him to come in, and that he was forced 
to go away | 8 6 

Nabert Bykt depoſed, that he was at Mother 
Wells's during New and Old Chriftmas,, that, he 
went chere to keep company with, Natys and 
his wife; that he never was in the hay-loft, but 
was there- during thy time that Natus and his 
wife lay there. 

Fobn Duymorl!, 2 carpenter and ſurveyor, pra- 
duced a mogel'of'the work-ſhop. + 
George Thimarſh, an Attorney, depoſed, that 

he went to ſee Mother Wells, in prifon, and 

that ſhe employed him to malg out ſubpœnas, 

which he did for eight people. B 

Mrs. Meale was fext. called, who depofed ſhe 
was a midwife, and brought E. Canning inta 
the world; ſhe faid ſhe went there the fecond 
or third of February ;. that ſhe ſaw the girl to 
all af pearance in a very weak condition, lying 
on a hed; that as ſoon as ſhe came in, Canning“ 
mother aſked her, if ſhe had heard of her miſ- 
fortune? faying her child came home as naked 
as ever the was born into the world; what! 
ſaid ſhe, without a ſhift on; no, faid her mo- 
ther, ſhe had a ſhift ou: upon which the. turned 
herſelf about to Canning who lay on a bed, 
and aſked her how it came about ? ſhe related 

it to her: upon this fhe ſays, the expreſſed a 

as | great 
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reat deal of concern, ſearing ſhe might have 
beed debauched : that Canning could not tell 
what had happened to her, becauſe ſhe told her 
ſhe was infenfible in fits; upon this, ſhe aſked 
her mother whether ſhe had her, child's ſhift 
ſhe came home in? her mother produced it; that 
ſhe examined it, and aſked if it had not been 
waſhed fince her daughter came home? her 
mother anſwered no; the ſaid ſhe told her mo- 
ther it was uncommonly clean to be worn fo 
long; that ſhe looked very narrowly upon it, 
and told her mother ſhe had not been detauched ; 
and her mother thanked God for it. She went 
a ſecond time to ſce her, and on examining the 
ſhifr again, ſhe told her mother it could not 
have been wern above a week; and that, then 
ſhe ſaw three ſpots of excrement upon it; upon 
which her mother was extremely angry, and 
fad, do you come here to ſet her friends againſt 
her? ſhe was afked about the girl's character, 
and ſhe gave her a very gord, one. 
George Brogden, Cletk to Mr. FieWing, came 
to prove the information of Canning, which 
was read; and by that it appears, that ſhe 
ſwore, that the pitcher of water was conſumed 
upon the Friday before ſhe made her eſcape on 
r Ah gl aff 
Mr. Deputy Mollineux depoſed, that he hap- 
pened to be with the late Lord- mayor, (after 
Mary Squires was convicted) when Canning 
and Virtue Hall were brought there to be ex- 
amined; and that after my Lord-mayor had 
examined Virtue Hall, her anſwer was, that 
ſhe had nothing to ſay at that time; he ſays, 
the pitcher and bed-gown were produced x Hi 
Canning took up the gown in order to take it 

13 away, 


— —-— — — — — — 
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away, as it feemed © him; his Lordſhip Gid, 


no, you maſt not take it away; that then ſhe 


Gid, it is wy mother's; this, be ſays, ſurprized 


him a great deal; becauſe on the trial of Squires © 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe took it out of the grate in the 
room where ſhe ſaid ſhe was confined. © 
On his eroſs - examination he was aſked whe- - 
trer he heard any thing of Virtue Hall's re- 
<anting ? he faid, he had beard ſhe had recanted. 


Mr. Read depoſed, he was preſent at the fams 


time, and remembered it in the ſame particulats 


Mr. Mollineux did; that at the ſame time ſhe 


Was rolling up the gown, attempting to take it 


away, ſhe faid it was her mother's. 
Here the Council for the Proſecution refted it. 
Feier the Priſoner. "18 


Edward Liaus, of Aldermanbury depoſed, that 
Elizabeth Canning lived a ſervant with him, till 


the time ſhe was mifing, Jan. 1, 17533 that 
he, had known her 16 years, and gave her an 


extreme good character; that ſhe went toſſee 


her uncle, (with leave) but he ſaw no more of 
ber till the 3iſt of the fame month; that he 


was with her before Mr. Alderman Chitty ; that 


being ſomewhat deafiſh, he could not, take. ypon 


bim to ſay all that paſſed ; that there was a Mar- 


rant granted, and he and ſeveral others-- went 


down to Mother Wells's hauſe, and the people 


of the houſe were ſecured; that when Canning 


was brought there and ſet upon the dreſſer, he 


cautiond her to be very careful, to charge no- 


dody but who ſhe was ſure was guilty; ſhe 
ſaid that ſhe would be very careful. That the 
firſt of the people taken up ſhe ſaw was Mo- 


ther Wells; on her ſeeing her, ſhe ſaid ſhe had 
done nothing at all to her; hut upon ſeeing 
2b | | Mary 


| 


| 
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ary Squires, faid.” e was:the-woman who cut 
1 1 * Being alt if- he believed ſhe 
the challenged her? he faid, - 
George © Squires, after he 
ad put on, his i extremely like one of 
en tba bed 


aſh ſeemed at coming home to 
tis 


he made that face, and never | make danoth > by i, 
: him 


purport 3 
Mr. Li on, 27 8 

I am informed by Mr. . Aldridge, who has Been 
a Enfield, that if a perſon was appointed there tu re- 
cave contributions, ſome money ulld ze raiſed in that 
place, for the unhappy peer girl. I waiſh you futceſs, 


J Kae Rage, 


That Mr. Hague, as we were coming vp, faid he 


ſaw no grate in the chimney, or picture, over it; 
that he anſwered, they were moveable things, 
nd might be taken away fince; that they came 
dome all very goqd friends; that he never found 
uy doubt from Mi. Naſh, Aldtidge, and 
Hague, ill after. the tial of Squites'; and har 
be yerily believed when he ſaw Mr, Naſh in 
Court on the trial of Mary Squires; that 
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e would then have given his evidence againſt 
nn bag os YT de. to Hog sd 

| Thamas Culley, Canning's uncle, depoſed the 
me he did on the trial of Squites. 
Elis. Canning, the mother, depoſed, that her 

daughter was nineteen years old, and to the fame 
urport as on the former trial, with this addi- 
ion, that, her daughter ſaid ſhe had heard the 

name Wills, or Wells, mentioned in the houſe 
here ſhe had been confined before any body 
entioned ſuch words to her. On her Croſs 
xamination ſhe ſaid, ſhe had been to a con- 
jurer in the Old Bailey, to enquire where her 
daughter was, &c. that he took her money 
and bid her go home, and ſhe would come 
again. TY; >> I FL. | 

2 Northan depoſed, that ſhe carried all the 

advertiſements to the printer which were in the 

Dailey Advertiſer, by the directions of Mrs, 

Deen todd a hes dt 200 gh 
James Lord, apprentice to Mrs. Canning, de- 
poſed to E. Canning's being miſſed, the great 
concern his miſtreſs was in on that account, and 
that when ſhe returned his miſtreſs was at prayers 
for her daughter's return; that when ſhe came to 
the door, he knew her not at firſt, nor till ſhe 
ſpoke, ſhe was in ſuch a deplorable .condition; Wt" 
that his miſtreſs fell in a fit upon it; that ſhe Nou 
had a bit of a handkerchief over her head, and 
an old jacket on, and that ſhe was a very ſober 
irl. . 1 Seng 
Robert Scarrat depoſed, that he, hearing Can- 
ning was returned, the night ſhe came home, 


_ 


went to her mother's houſe ; that he heard her four 
fay ſhe had been on the Hertfordſhire road, about 


eiglt 
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eight or ten mile; from London; that he faid 
he would lay a guinea to a farthing ſhe had been 
at the houſe of Mother Wells, and that ſhe fail 
ſhe heard the name of Wills or Wells mentioned 
while ſhe was in confinement, (which was in a 
lngiſh, darkiſh room) and ſaw a coachman Who m 
ſhe knew go by, through a crack of the boards at 
the window. F | 
Being aſked, if he had any knowledge 
of Eliz. Canning before? faid, he never ſaw 
her, to his knowledge, before that night; 
he ſaid, he had been at Mother Wells's houſe 
ſometimes, when he lived wih Mr. Snee at 
Edmonton. * ih 
Mary Myers depoſed, that ſhe had known the 
mother he: daughter for many years; that the 
daughter is a very ſober girl, and always behayes 
5 well as any in England; that when fhe re- 
umel her mp kent the apprentice' for hers 
and ſhe came; ſhe found her in a very bad con- 
lition, her face and arms being black, which the 
„be 770 1. | - Bb> + 
- thought might: be occaſtoned by the cold wea- 
at ter; that ſhe kneeled down to talk to her, ſhe 
nd Wi *ſvered fo low, and ſhe told her ſhe was taken 
es N by two men, &c. and. was confined in a 
em waere there was ſome hay, and a pitcher 
ſhe WY with about a gallon of water, a fire-place, about 


on; Ide value of a quartern loaf,” and when ſhe got 
the cu, the pulled down two boards from a win- 
and Ho, tore her ear in getting out, and drop- 
ber bes down, and that ſhe faw her ear very bloody, 


(boulder; * 
Jahn WViulebury depoſed, he had known her 
burteen or fifteen years, that ſhe lived with him 
faut eighteen months, and behaved exceedin 3 
well ; 


12h appezred freſh, and had dropped on ber 
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well; that upon hearing ſhe was come home, he 
went that night; that ſhe ſaid to him, O Lord! 
Sir, you don't know what I have gone through; 
that ſhe was in a very weak and bad condition; 
+ The ſaid, ſhe had been confined on the Hert- 
fordſhire road, and had heard the name Wills 
or Wells mentioned in rhe houſe; that ſhe 
deſcribed a broken pitcher which held about a 
llon of water in the room, and ſuch a one he. 
fund when he went into the room, and thatCan- 
ning ſaw part of Squires's face before ſhe fixed 
upon her, as he believes. 1 
Mary IHvodiuard depoſed, ſhe was ſent for by 
Mrs. Canning the night her daughter returned, 
which was in a very deplorable condition; the 
firſt words the ſaid to her were, Mrs, Wood- 
ward, I am almoſt ſtarved to death; and ſaid ſhe 
had been confined in a room on the Hertford- 
ſhire road; ſhe ſaid, when ſhe was brought into 
the houſe three women took hold of her, and 
the old woman aſked her if ſhe would go their 
way? ſhe anſwered, no; upon which ſhe went 
to a dreſſer, took out a knife, and ripped rhe 
lacing of her ſtays and then took hold of her 
petticoat, looked at it, truck her a flap on the 
face, and ſaid, D---n you, you Bitch, I will give 
it to you, and immediately turned her up into 
that place, and ſwore ſhe would cut her 
throat if ſhe made any noiſe; and ſhe ſid 
the old woman was a tall, black, ſwarthy wo- 
Juſebb Addiſon depoſed, he had known F. 
Canning ever ſince ſhe was big enough to wall 
about; that the firſt time he ſaw her after ihe 


came home, was the day they went * 


tt & _ CI ri a 
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Enfield Waſh; that none of them had horſes 
but Mr. Wintlebury and he; that ke was there 
before the coach, and after the people were 
taken up, he rode back to tell them in the 
coach not to ftop at a place where they had 
agreed to call; that he'did not tell Canning at 
that time there was hay in the room, but after 
he had ſpoke to the coachman to make haſte, he 
then aſked Canning what ſort of a place it was 
ſhe was confined in? ſhe ſaid an odd, or wild 
ſort of a place, that there was fome hay, and 
ſomewhat elſe, which he could not remember ; 
and he then rode on. The ſame as Mr. Lion had 
faid before. 1 $794 
Mr. Backler, an Apothecary in Aldermanbury, 
depoſed, - he was applied to by the girl's mother, 
and went to her Jan. 3o, found her extremely 
low, and could ſcarce hear her ſpeak, with cold 
clammy ſweats in her bed ;* complained of bein 
very faint and ſick, and of pains in her bowels, 
and of having been coſtive the whole time of her 
confinement; he ordered her a purging medi- 
cine, but her ſtomach was too weak, 
and could not bear it; he then ordered 


£ her a clyſter that evening, and on the 
1 third of February another; the latter had 
to ſome little effect; he ordered her another on 


the 5th, that had no effect at all; and ſhe con- 
tinuing very bad, and in great danger, Dr. 
Eaton was ſent for on the 6th; he preſcribed 
for her fourteen days of diuretics, and gentle ca- 
thartic medicines; that ſhe was tolerably wel 
in about a month. When ſhe was at the worſt 
ber -faze was remarkable, her colour quite gone, 
her arms of a livid colour ſpotted; and when a" 
| | - hear 


* 
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* heard the was gone te Enfield Waſh, 'when the 
people were taken up, he thought her notable 
. to perform the Journey, and that it was very im- 
Proper for her to undertake it, ſhe being very 
much emaciated and waſtee. 
Dr. Eaton depoſed, that he ſaw her on the btb 
of February at her mother's, in a very weak con- 
dition, and was very apprehenſive ſhe would dit; 
"ſhe camptaincd of pain in her bowels, and could 
hardly keep any thing in her ſtomach; -ſhe took 
a ſitile chicken broth, and appeated in great 
1 diſtreſs, Being aſked, if he ſaw any ſigns of her 
being an impoſtor ? he anſwered, he did not; 
he found ſhe was coſtive to a very high degree, 
and appeared to him to be in very great danger 
for ſeven ot eight days, but on the 4% of March 
ſhe was well enough to, go abroad in the Neigh- 
bourhood. Being aſked, if there were any ſymp- 
tons of her being lately under a ſalivation? He 
anſwered, nothing like it, nothing like it, I wil 
aſſure you; but that ſhe appeared as one almoſt 
ſtarved. 2 EET F 
On his Croſs- examination, he could not under- 
take to ſay, her being in that low condition was 
. oy loſs of appetite, occaſioned by a fever or othe 
diſtemper, or whether it was from being confinel 
from victuals. She told him ſhe had been ket 
as ſhe before related on bread and water, and be 
believed her; and ſaid, it was plain ſhe had not 
eat much by the ſymptoms he obſerved. Ben; 
- aſked by her council, if it was poſſible for a per 
bon to ſublit 28 days.on what the had mention! 
he anſwered, no Gabe there is a poffibility 0 
L " Beals, the turnpike man at Stamfors 


"kin, depoſed, that at the beginning of Jann 


„„ an, 424233 
he was ſtanding by the gate near eleven at night, 
he heard a ſobbing and crying on the road; it 
came from Newington. way, A drew. nearer 
and nearer, at laſt he perceived it was to men 
and a young woman ſeemingly by her crying; 
one ſaid, come: along yon bitch; you are drunk; 
the other ſaid, how drunk the bitch is l and made 
a ſort of angh, but ſhe ſeemed unwilling to go. 
One of them got over the file, and the other 
laid hold of one of her legs- or both, and lifted 
them over, ſo that ſhe came down upright; 3 * 
hung back and fell on her breech on the 0 
the file, crying bitterly, as though ſhe cou 
no farther; that he went nearer them, expecting 
ſhe would ſpeak. to him; but there bein 
men, and he alone, he did not. thi.,k. it be 
interpoſe; that one pulled her, and the other 
joſtled her along, til they were out of fight, go- 
ing towards En 
Tpbomar Bennet depoled, that he, living at En- 
field, near the ten mile ſtone, on the 20th of Ja- 
nuary, 1753, between four and five in the af 
ternoon, between Mother Welis's and h's ou n 
houſe, ſaw a miſerable poor wreich coming 
along, without either gown, ſtays, cap, hat, or 
apron on, only a. dirty thing,, like half a hand - 
kerchief, over ber head; and. a, . Pie? of 
ſomething on that reached . dawn juſt be- 
low ber waiſt, with her hands A. — to- 
_ before her; ſhe alk ed him. che Way to 
ondon. 

Dauid Dyer depoſed, he lived at Enfield 
Waſh; that about a quarter of a mile from 
Mother Wells's houſe, towards London, at four 
in the afrernoon, three evenings before Mother 

Vox. IV, N- . Weils 
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Wells and her family were taken wp, he ſaw-a 
poor diſtreſſed creature paſs by him out of the 
common field; he faid to her, ſweetheart do you 
want a huſband? ſhe made no anſwer; ſhe had 
a thing tied on her head. like .a white handker- 
chief, wa'king with .her hands before her, very 
faintly; ſhe was a ſhortiſh woman, with. a 
ſhortiſh ſort of a thing on; that he looked 
at her face as ſhe paſſed, and ſaid, upon look- 
ing on E. Canning, he takes her to be the ſame 
perſon. | $7 N | 
On his croſs-examination he ſaid, ſhe had not 
an unlikely face, whitely, and not black, and her 
hands looked as other people's did. 
Mary Cobb depoſed, ſhe lived at Edmonton; 
that ſhe met a pexſon-in Duck's Fields, in a poor 
diſtreſſed condition, between the fix and ſeven 
- mile-ſtones, on the 29th of January, juſt at the 
ſetting in of day-light. She had a handkerchicf 
pinned over her head, which hid part of her face; 
me had a black petticoat and an old bed-gown; 
he had a young face, and walked creepingly 
along. Upon her being bid to look at E. Can- 
ning, and ſee if ſhe knew her; ſhe ſaid ſhe had 
"never ſeen her fince that time, but firmly be- 
lieved it was her by the tip of her poſe, which 
ſhe ſaid, bears ſome reſemblance to the perſon 
nee en 
Milliam Howard depoſed, he lived at Enfield 
Waſh, right over againſt Mother Wells's, has 2 
ſmall fortune of his own, and has a little em- 
ployment under the government, on which he 
lives. He ſaid Edward Aldridge, the filver-ſmith, 
and a couſin af his of the ſame name, his neigh- 


N Jour, came to him about two or three og aſter 
45 the. . | quit es 
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Squires and Wells were taken up, and brough® 
a printed caſe of Canning, to recommend a con” 
tribution on her hehalf; he looked upon it tha” 
he came to him on that very purpoſe, and had 
then no apprehenſion of any diſſatisfaction- 
About ſix or ſeven days after he came again, 
then he aſked what he thought of it? Aldridge 
made anſwer, there was one thing he was not 
quite clear in, and that was the deſcription 
ihe had given of the room; but he ſaid he 
thought ſhe had been there, and had been very iii 
uſed. a 3 . 
Mrs. Howard confirmed the teſtimony of her 
huſband, and added, that the firſt time ſhe can 
recolle& that ſhe ſaw- Mary Squires, her ſon and 
two daughters, ſhe believes to be on the Sunday 
ſe anight before they were taken up, which was 
the 2xſt of January, that they were ſtanding at. 
Wellss'door, . 2“ 
WWilkam Headland depoſed, he was at his fa- 
ther's at Enfield, before January was twelvemonth; 
and ſaw Wells and Squires taken up; that he 
found a piece of window lead ail bloody on the 
ground near the window which the girl ſaid ſhe 
got out at, after they were taken up; that he 
carried/it to his mother, who laid it up, but it 
is ſince loſt, and that he ſaw Mary Squires on 
Tueſday the gth of January, under Lomas: 
Deane's, at the Bell at Enfield, brick wall, tell- 
ing a young man his fortune; that he ſaw her on 
the 12th, at Wells's houſe, and her two daugh- 
ters were-with her, one of them was buckling up 
her pumps which ſhe had'on. 
On his croſs-examinatian, he ſeemed very ig- 
norant as to his reckoning of time, and could — 
2 tell 
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tell which month Chriſtmas was in, but knew it 

was in winter. 4 1 * 16 gsi &amy 
Elizabeth Headland, mother to the laſt wit-⸗ 

neſs, depoſed, her ſon brought her a piece of 


« 


lead that was bloody, after Squires was taken 


vp.; ſhe: laid it in a table drawer, and it is ſince 


loſt; he ſaid he found it a little wy from 
ſai 


Mrs. Wellss window, where the girl ſhe got 
out. ©; | 


Samuel Story depoſed, he lives at Waltham Ab- 
„ in Eſſex, on his own' fortune (looks at 


| tvtary Squires) and ſays he ſaw her ſeveral times 


tr) — 
v4 


in-White Webb's Lane; that the laſt time he 
ſaw her was on the 28th of December, 1757, 


fi ting within the door of Mrs. Wells's houſe, 


this was on a fine froſty morning; that he took 


particular notice of her, and knew her to be the - 


{ame perſon he had ſeen in White-Webb's-lane, 
where he uſed to ride two or three times a week; 
that he remembered this 23d of December, by its 


being a fine froſty morning when he went out; 
the weather cbanging, and its raining as he went 
hame, he got cold, and the rheumatiſm, and St. 


Anthony's fire followed; that he was not out 
of his houſe for. near two months after that, 
and is certain both as to the old woman and the 
dav. | | 2 1255 1 et 

William Smith, of Enfield, depoſed, that on the 
14th of December, 17 52, Mary Squires (Whom 


* 


he ſaw in court) lay in his cow-houſe, and for two 


nights after; that there were two men and two 
women with her; and ſhe had been about the 
country near him ſome tine. 7 | 

Lomworth Dane depoſed, that bo ved at En- 
Feld Waſh, (looks at Mary Squires) and ſays, 


he is ſure he ſaw her laſt Old Chriſtmas Day 
4 was 
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was twelve month. He was filling a barrow 


from a heap of gravel at his door, and ſtoo! 
refting himſelf, and ſhe went paſt him at the ſame | 


time. 300] | 2 
Samuel Arnot depoſed, he lived at White 


Webb's-lane, on Enfield-chace; that on Mon- 


day morning, the qth or roth of December, 
1752, which he ſays was before New Chriſtmas, 
Mary Squires enquired of him for a lit le brown 


horſeſhe had loſt; that ſhe told him her name Was 


Squires; that he ſaw her the Sunday following; 
that a man, twWo women and two children were 


with her; that the children ſeemed to be abdut- 
four or five years old; that he never ſaw 
her afterwards till he ſaw her in Newgate, and 
believes ſue is the very fame perfon that lay at- 
Fa mer Smith's , an 1 
Elia. Arnot, wife to the laſt witneſs, depoſed, 
that ſhe ſaw Mary Squires about a week before 
New Chriſtmas, which was the firſt time ſhe had 
ſein her; thatafcerwards ſhe ſaw her in Farmer 
Smith's Cow-hoaſe ; that ſhe came out and aſked - 


her about a little horſe ; that there-were ſeveral 
more along with her, that afterwards ſhe ſaw'ter - 
in Newgate,” after the trial; and believes the is 


the ſame'perſon; 


Sarah Starr depoſed, that her huſband is a far- 


mer; that ſhe-knew Mary Squires, who came to 
her houſe, next door to Mrs. Wells's on the 18th 


or 19th of January was twelvemonth, but never 


law her before; that firſt of all ſhe offered to 
mend china or delft ware for her; then ſhe came 


and deſired to buy pickled pork and brown brezd ; 


that ſhe gave her ſome chitterlins that lay on the 
table, in order to get rid of her; believes (he faw 
ber in the whole about three quarters of an hour; 

N 3 that 
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that ſhe would have told hers, and the maid's ſor- 

tune, but they were afraid of her; ſhe ſays ſhe 
was terribly ſcared, having never ſeen ſuch a per- 
ſen before. * i NT em 


Daniel Vaſi depoſed, that be lived at Turkey- 
ſt eet, in Enfield; that on Old Chriſtmas- day, 
the 5th of January, he ſaw her go. by his door, 
as he was in his own yard ;. that he ſaw; nobody 
with her, except ſhe had ſomebody under her 
cloak; that he ſaw her afterwards in Newgate, 
and is ſure ſhe is the ſame. perſon, though not in 
the ſame cloaths; that. when be ſaw her firſt, 
ſhe had an old white beaver hat, a brick- coloured- 
gown, and. a red cloak; the reaſon he gave for 
its being that day was, that bis maſter did rot 
chuſe he ſhould work qn that day, becauſe it was 
Old Chriſtmas; that he never ſaw her before 
or ſince; that ſhe did not ſtop at bis houſe above 

a minute, and that he knew her again in New-- 
IRS "Pe" Te Rd YL 
a Jane Dadwell, of Enfield Waſh, depoſed, that 
ſhe kept a chandlers-ſhop there; that the firſt / 
time ſhe ſaw ter was onthe 28th of December, in 
New Chriſtmas week ; that ſhe came to her ſhop, 
and that Mary Squires, the daughter, had been 
there ſeyeral times before; that the reaſon. of her 
remembering the day was, ſhe had dreſſed mea, 
to give to her cuſtomers ; that after ſhe was gone, 
ſome of the, neighbours came in, and aſked who 
ſhe was? that ſhe never ſaw her afterwards, till 
ſhe ſaw her. in Newgate; that there ſhe owned 
to her ſhe had been at her houſe; that Mar 
Squires did not tell her where ſhe lived, and th 
ſhe had then no company with her. Foe ine 

Tobias Kelley, of Enfield, depoſed, that he 
knew Mary Squires that he remembered on 

er 
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her, ſomething better three weeks in January» 
that he did not knovi the day. of the month, nor 
was he. ſure he ever ſaw ber before; that he 
thinks the time rather before Old Chriſtmas-day; 
that it was near a month before ſhe was taken 
up; that ſhe paſſed by him, and he never aw 
her before nor afterwards; and after that ſayͤs 
hz ſaw her three or four times; and. that ſhe- 
aſked him for a pipe of tobacco, and Would have 
told him his fortune, that ſhe did tell'one John 
Rowley his, fortune, and told him he had an- 
enemy, and aſked for 3d. he gave her three half- 
pence; that he ſaw. nobody with her at any 
time. n * 
John. Frame, of Enfield, depoſed, that he ſaw. - 
her there on the. 11th or 12th of January was. 
twelvemonth; that he was out in the gardens, _ 
and ſhe ſpoke to him thro' the paliſadoes; that 
he only gave her a halfpenny; and that ſhe told 
him what was good fortune; that he never ſaw 
her before, but ſeveral times ſince, and in New- 
gate; that when he ſaw her at Enfield, ſhe was 
by herſelf, and had a reddiſh gown. on, and a 
light coloured cloak. - | = 

Joſeph. Gold, of Enfield, labourer, depoſed, 
that he knew, Mary Squizes, and: faw her upon 
the 8th or .gth. of January, about a quarter of 
a mile from Wells's houſe ; that he took par- 
ticular notice of her, hearing Mother Wells 
had ſome. Gipſies. in her houſe; that he ſaw her 
eight or nine, days before ſhe was taken up; and 
before he ſaw her Virtue Hall had told him there 
were Gipſies in Mother Wells's houſe; that he 
cannot tell what her dreſs Was; and that ſhe had 
nobody with her. Mus: Dis 

Mary 
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Mary. Gold, wife of the laſt witneſs, depoſed, 
that ſhe ſaw her on the 11th or 12th of -Jan- 
uary, and aſked her if ſhe had any china to mend, 
and told her ſhe ſhould not live long, Which 
very much furprized her; that ſhe ſaw her after- 
wards in Newgate, and is the ſame perſon ; that | 
ſhe never ſaw her before that time; that ſhe | 
had the ſame dreſs, a yellowiſh: ſort of gown, as. 
ſhe bad on in Neweate.. IT fa tins 
Humphry Holding, a gardener, depoſed; that 
he knew Mary Squires ;- that the firſt time he 
faw her was on the 18th of January, 1753; that 
ſhe aſked him if the family was at home? that 
he had no more converſation with her, but on 
the Thurſday afterwards he ſaw her, as he was 
pruning vines for Dr. Harrington ;:that ſhe aſked. 
if there was any china to mend; that he faw 
her go to the door, and heard-ſomebody ſay, no; 
that the next time he ſaw her was in the cart, 
oing to Fuftice 'Tyfhmaker's ;- ſhe had on a 
Tarkith' yellow gown, and'a red cloak ; that ſhe 
did riot Appear to him to be a very able ſtrong 
woman; and: that he has ſeen her ſince in 
| Newgate. OR. Ee ET 
ab Vaſs, of Enfield, depoſed, that the ſaw 
Squires there, and that ſhe wanted to tell her 
her fortune, which ſhe refuſed; that ſne came 
into her houſe the day before ſhe was taken up, 
as ſhe was drinking tea; that ſhe aſked for a 
pipe of tobacco, and ſhe gave her one; that 
then ſhe aſked her for a diſh of tea, and ſhe 
gave her two; that then ſhe offered to tell her 
her fortune, and that ſbe had converfation with 
her about a quarter of an hour; after that ſhe 
ſaw her in Newgate, and ſhe is the ſame. i 


line Johnſon, of Enfield, where ſhe ſaid ſñue 
dad lived 27 years, depoſed, that ſhe got her 
living by ſpinning, and was poſitive ſaw 
Mary Squires, at her door the 18th of January. 
The reaſon. ſhe gave for knowing the time was, _ 
bat ſhe ſpun for one Mr. Smitheram, and carried 
home her work two days before the 18th of _ 
January; that on the ſaid day Mary Squires 
aked her for ſome china, or delft ware to mend, 
and alſo fof ſome victuals, but ſhe gaye her 
none; that ſhe was then alone; that ſhe ſaw. 
her three times within the ſpace of ten or eleven 
days; that ſhe went to ſee her in Newgate after 
the trial, and there knew her to.be the ſame 
rexſon ; that ſhe had two cloaks on when ſhe 
by her, and a,gown of. a. very particular c- 

ur, 

Thomas Smitheram was then called for the- 
proſecution, He depoſed, that the work Anne 
Jabnſon ſwore ſhe; br:-ught home on the 16th, 
vas not brought home till -thz 23d. which he 
dad ſet down, and produced the book wherein. 
t was entered; this was a book in which, he ſet. 
don the going out of the wool, and the day 
t was brought home ſpun. _ . 

Grace Kirky depoſed, that a little after Chriſt- 
mas was twelvemonth, Squires came to. her door. 
Ne ſaid ſhe remembered it, becauſe ſhe had 
deen but a very little time in her houſe. Fo 
iſs, the wife of John Baſſet, depoſed, that 
ſhe lived at Enfield, and was a. mantua- maker; 
vat ſhe knew, Mary Squires very well, and ſaw. 
ter either the 21ſt or 22d of December, that ſhe © 
aw her on a Monday, and gave her a penny 
Þ tell her fortune; that ſhe gave her a diſh of 
a, and never ſaw her afterwards till in New- 
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gate; that ſhe there told her the time ſhe had 
ſeen her, and that Squires faid, you might ſee me, 
but that was not the right time. D 
ohn Pratt, of Chertſon, near Enfield, de. 
poſed, that the firſt time he ſaw Squires was at 
farmer Smith's cow-houſe, and that ſhe aſked. 
him leave to go in there; that ſhe went in, and 
having continued there three days, left it on 2 
Sunday, but he could not tell the day of the 
month; that there were in the company, men. 
women, and children; that Mary Squires com- 
plained: there of having loſt her horſe, and ſaid 
there was a clog upon him with her name on: 
it; that ſhe afterwards charged him. with. ſteal- 
Ing that horte; ſays he is ſure ſhe is the ſame 
woman that lodged in his maſter's cow-houſe, 
for that he ſaw her in Newgate. 3 
Margaret Richardſon, of Enfield. Waſh, de- 
poſed, that ſhe lived there laſt January was 
twelvemonth, that ſhe faw Mary Squires in a 
ſhop at Enfield, and looking at her faid, Iam 
ſure ſhe is the very ſame perſon, I ſaw her there: 
about a quarter of an hour; that ſhe ſaw her 
alſa on Old Chriſtmas-day, and that there was 
a dog belonging to the family which was fierce 
and would have tore Squires,. if her  huſbai 
had not come by and prevented it. 
Elizabeth Sherrard depoſed, ſhe lived at Pon- 
derſend; that the ſaw Mary Squires on Wednel- 
day, Thurſday, - Friday, and Saturday before 
Chriſtmas ;* that Mrs. Wells told her ſhe bad 
got a new lodger, and afked her to come to her 
houſe; but ſhe could not tell whether it Was 
New Chriſtmas, or what day of the week, ot 
whether it was Winter or Summer, but yt 
ſhe went to church on Chriftmas-day. - 
In ar 


- 
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Farther recollection, ſhe ſaid it was on a Monday 
or Tueſday. She ſaid Mrs. Wells was very 
civil to her, and gave her a penny for her Chriſt- 
mas- box. . * a 
Jahn Ward depoſed, that he knew Wells ſome 
years before; that having ſeen her name in 
the news papers before the trial of Mary Squires, 
fe went to ſee her in Bridewell; that after 
ſome converſation, he ſaid to her, how could 
ou keep the girl a fortnight ? and ſhe.anſwered, 
he was there 28 days; and when he aſked in 
what room ? ſhe ſaid, you know the room well 
enough. bor | 
Nathamel Gramphorn depoſed, that he lived at 
Waltham Croſs ſeven years ago, and knew 
Judith Natus ; that on the 21ſt of April laſt 
ſhe came to his houſe, when he aſked her, if 
ſhe knew Canning was at Mother Wells's, how 
ſhe could go againſt her? ſhe ſaid, indeed, Ar. 
Gramphorn, I cannot ſay but ſhe rwally was here 
when zue were there, Fl 
Daniel! Stevens depoſed, that he knew Mrs. 
Wells, and ſaw Squires in New Priſon; that 
there ſhe -owned ſhe had been at Mother 
Wells's houſe, but never cut off the ſtays or 
robbed the girl; and that Canning was Fat 
Well's about a fortnight, and that ſhe was 
there likewiſe. 7 h | 
Joſeph Haines, Daniel Chapman, and Tho- 
mas Green, who all lived at Wate, and knew 
Fortune Natus and his -wife, ſaid they had 
a bad character, and that neither of them was 
to be believed upon oath. 3 
William Metcalf, a Glazier, Painter, and 
Plumber, at Enfield, depoſed, that he carried 
Whiffen's fign home the Sch of N 
| = 4, 
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carried with her (tt 4s ſaid) ſome hundred pounds, 
- which the warm eſpouſers of her cauſe had 


; ſhips ne ſufferings. * 
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ſtyle; that Whiffen told him he had beſpoke 
a Wee icht of a blackſmith; and that: he 
fa him about ton days er a fortnight after; "and 
they were not made that he then directed hin 
"T7 ——— Mother Welle's for the irons” which did 
"belong to the ſign. Ide 'produced | 

ger to bree 17 had yoo ps the 


; = n. £74 
b OMe: Marſhal depoſed, that * bad hcl L 
Canning ever fince ſhe could go alone, having 
lived ſo long in the neighbourhood, - and: ſai 
-- ſhe always bore a very good character, ft 
The Council for the proſecution ſaid; hes 
ts tell the Jury from the© proſecutor, that he 
» had nothing againſt her excluſive Ww that fact. 
Guilty. Tranſportation” :- 
+ "Accordingly ſhe was tragſported (at the v. 
queſt of her friends) to New England, and 


collected for her, in ene to wn dun 
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1 Thi and the next 7510 being intel i in 467 rj 
ber Places, are 15 65 ted here. * wp 


DWARD CLARK, was indicted for the 
murder of Thomas Innes, March 12, | 

" William Newman, ſervant to Capt. Innes, On 

be 11th of March, about eight o lock in the 

| morning, 
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went down, and met Capt. Clark at the dining 
room door; Who aſked me if Capt. Innes was 
up? I aid no, but I would go and call him; and 
Capt, Clark ſtaid in the dining-room the while. 
Capt. Innes got up, and aſked me, if it was Cap - 
tain Clark? I ſaid, yes. Being come into tte 
dining-room, he ordered me to leave them; 1 
did ſo, and went into the next room, and heard 
Capt. Clark ſay to Capt. Innes, Sir, you hate 
uſed me very ill. There was ſome other diſcourſe, 
which I could not diſtinctly hear; after that I 
heard ſomebody ſpeak (which I took to be Capt. 
Clark's voice) nlfting to fight with ſword and 
piſtol ; after which ſome words paſſed, and Capt. 
Clark came out of the room; he came down 
of the ſtairs, then went back again to Capt. 
nnes, and deſired him to call on him in the morn- 
ng; then he came down and went away di- 
ly. After he was gone, I went up to the 
people of the houſe, and ſaid to them, that Capt. 
Clark had been there, and had challenged my 
maſter, I ſaw Capt. Clark no more till be- 
tween fix and ſeven o'clock the next morning in 
Hyde-Park, and Capt. Innes with him, going 
down fron Groſyvenor's-gate. At my firſt ſee- 
ing him, I believe I was about 500 yards from 
him, being juſt got into the Park; they were 
going towards the grove, but turned more to the 
right hand, not far from the place where they 
tought ; Capt. Clark's ſervant walked behind 
him at the diſtance of about twenty or thirty 
yards. When they came to the place where the 
duel was fought, I was within about' twen 
yards of them. Capt. Clark ftood with his fl 


tol'in his hand, and Capt. Innes was putting 


himſelf in a poſture to be ready; they were about 
Vol. IV. O | gv 
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five or ſix yards aſunder; at the Dat 
Innes was laing up his hand; 127727 law 
the piſtol poiſed? in Capt. Clark's Fand d, chey were 
both ſtock ſtill; as Capt. Innes was reaching out 
his towards Capt. Clark, the latter fired his piſtol. 
Capt. Innes turned round at the exploſion of | 
the piſtol, and dropt on his left Baa „ but did þ 
not fire his piſtols at all. Capt. Ciark's ſervant 
took the piſtgls up, and gave them to me, who 
attended my maſter to bis death; and be bade 
me tell every body who ſhould enquize. about i, 
that Capt. Clark behaved very well, but did not 
think he behaved very honourably, for he took 
a full aim at him, and ſaid, he fired before he wa 
ready. He died about eleven that night. He ſaid, 
75 he lorgare Capt. Clark, and hoped | God would 


ive 
oi 2 the maſter of the houſe where 


7 & it © & 


night, Newman told me, his maſter: had or- 
dered him to black his ſhoes, and ſet them by 
him. In the. morning, I heard the: Captain 
walking in his room, aud heard: him go down 
and the door clap to. Stepping to the window, 

I ſau him go up Caftle-ſtreet; preſently after- 
ward, Newman ran out towards Leiceſter- 
Fields. Then I made haſte to the back of 
Mon ague- houſe; but not finding them, haſtencd 
home again, and before I had hung up my- hat, 
Newman came running home with his maſter's 


ford; it was then about nine in che N 
: 
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The Captain was brought home in a chair 
wounded; a ſurgeon dreſſed him. I held the 
Captain's hands, I believe, ſix hours; they were 
cold, ſeeming almoſt dead. About eight at 
night, he aſked my wife and me how we did, and 
bid us take notice of what he ſaid, and declare 
it when aſked by any; that.as he.avas a dying 
man, he forgave” * Clark, with all his heart, and 
all the world; adding, he behaved like a gentleman, 
but he fired tos ſoon, She aſked him, bow he 
could fight ſuch a gentleman as Capt. Clark? 
he ſaid, God's will muſt be done; though he firove to 
take away my life at the Court-martial, it is done 
#w.. The reaton the had for aſking that queſ- 
tion, was, that ſhe had heard from Capt. Innes, 
and others, that Capt. Clark had ſwore very hard 
at the Court martial againſt him, and alſo againſt 
ſeveral other captains. F. 
Benjamin Mosbd, Surgeon, I extracted the ball. 
It entered clofe to the falſe ribs; on the right fide, 
about a hand's breadth from the pit of the ſto- 
mach, and it had broke one of the falſe ribs on 
the left ſide, and there it was taken out. This 
wound was, no doubt, the occaſion of his death. 
The captain told me he got the wound in à 
duel with Capt. Clark in Hyde- park; ſaying, 
he believed they ſtood about fouf yards from 
each other. Said I, that was murder to ſtand ſo 
doſe, He replied, he was obliged to do it, be- 
cauſe his piſtols were ſmall. About three or 
four o'clock in the afterncon, he ſaid, Capt. 
Clark I have no fault to find with; he behavedho- 
nourably enough, "oo Er p 
Witneſſes were then called to ſhew the provo- 
ations that were given to produce this impla- 
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cable N between the two captains, ſo as to 


RY CAR lark under a kind of neceſfity of vin- 
dicating his character from the foul aſperſions that 
Capt. Innes had caſt upon it. A good deal of 
evidence was given to this purpoſe, but we ſhall 
mention ſuch part of it only as ſeemed the moſt 
ag 55 3 PEP 
Freremiab Cook. I was intimately acquainted 
with Capt. Innes, and had heard him ſay, that 
Capt. Clark was a very great raſcal; and at Ad- 
miral Knowles's tial, he would ſweat Capt. 
Clark if he was examined; and if he could not 
ſſweat him there, he would ſweat him another 
way: he had regard to a party affair, that 
is, each party of captains, for and againſt the 
Admiral. 5 1 LEONG: 
Capt. Gambion. Aﬀes the trials at Deptford 
were over, in a converſation I had with Capt. In- 
nes, I told him he had ſaid fo ſevere a thing of 
Capt. Clark, which he could never forget, and 
that he muſt beobliged to reſent it. His anſwer 
was this: his ſenſations. are fo. callous, that I 
have long endeavoured to affront him, but could 
not; adding, I look upon him to be a ſcoun- 
drel and a coward; ſaying, I meant every word 
that Gaid.:r- 1: MI ISNT 
Witneſſes were likewiſe called to declare ſome 
circumſtances that attended the duel, and what 
r {nc ho; 
George Cook, a private ſoldier. On the 12th of 
March, about ſeven. o'olock in the morning, 
ſaw two gentlemen in Hyde-park together ; then 
I ſaw them facing one another at alittle diſtance, 
with their piſtols in their hands; heard and ſaw 
one of them go off, which was Capt. Clark's, who 
then turned to go away; the other alſo turned, __ 


"23; 
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ſet himſelf againſt a bank, this was Capt. Innes. 
made up to him, while my comrade made 
after Capt. Clark, and mo ſecured - him, 
came back to Capt. Innes, and aſked him what he 
muſt do with the other gentleman he had ſecured 
in the guard-room ? Capt: Innes's anſwer was, I 
d-fire you to releaſe him, for what he has done was of 
my non ſeeking ; he has behaved like a man of ho- 
nour. | | ; 
Knall confirmed his comrade Cook's evidence; 
and that he and ano her of his comrades, running 
after Capt. Clark, when they came within three 
yards of him, he turned about, and faid, gen- 
thmen, what habe you to do with ne? what I ; = 
dine | was obliged to do, and am very ſorry for ii. 
Having ſecured him 'T went up to Capt. Innes, 
where were Capt. Clark's fervant and a ſoldier, 
whom he leaned upon to go out of the park, 
with others. When he was ptt into the chair, 
E aſked him what I muſt do with the other gen- 
teman whom I had a prifoner in the guard- 
room? the captain anſwered, Set him at A 
fer what he has done was of my own ſeeking. 
Theſe words he ſaid twice over, flowly and 
e Ss Fa 
IWilliam Clay, ſervant to Capt. Clark. When 
Capt. Innes fell, I went up; he lay on the ſide 
ofa bank, and faid to me, my lad, take up m 
pitols and put them in your pocket; I did fo, 
helped him up, and walked with htm two or three 
ſteps before any body came nigh; then Capt. 
ſnnes's - ſervant and a ſoldier came up. The. 
Captain faid to his fervant, Will, I am not killed, 
As he was coming to take hold of him, the, Cap- 
tain ſaid, J cannot walk. Said I to the Captain's 
ſervant, let's put one hand behind him; and ſo 
| 1 carry 
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carry him. As they were carrying him, he faid, 
J cannot ride fo; then they ſet him down, 
Then another man took hold of one arm, and! 
of the other, for about 200 yards. LR 
Jebn Frazier. I am a Gunſmith. Captain 
Clark bought a pair of piſtols, Sept. 5th, which 
were of the uſual length of piſtols. 
[De piftols were produced in Court; they were 
ferew-barrels, ſeven inches long. Capt. Innes's were 
likewiſe produced, they were three inches and a half 
en the out- ſide of the barrel. They were common packet 
piſtols ; Capt. Clar s were horſe piſtols. ] 
Several perſons of diſtinction ſpoke to the pri- 
ſoner's character, viz. Lord Southwell, the Ad- 
mirals Martin, Byng, and Fox, Lord Montague 


8 Bertie, Capt We |, Capt. Wickham, Capt. Lee, 


Capt. Dent, Sir John Croſs, Capt, Graves, Rev. 
Dr. Hales, Rev. Dr. Horton, Mr. Stanley, Capt. 
Foreſt, and Col. Durand, all of 'whom had 
known him for many years, ſome more, ſome 
leſs, and all eſteemed him as a good-natured, 
worthy, gentleman-like man. | 
The Jury found him guilty; and when they 
brought in their verdit, the foreman acquainted 
the Court, that they could not by law do other- 
viſe than find him Guilty, but the provocation gi- 
ven by the deceaſed to the priſoner was fo extra- 
ordinary, that they begged the Court would pleaſe 
to recommend him to his Majeſty's mercy. 
The prifoner being brought into Court to te- 
ceive judgment by himſelf, and before the reſt of 
the Convidts, addreſſed himſelf to the Court as 


3, > os 4 

] am very ſenſible of the great indulgence 

© of your Lordſhips, in this early paſſing the 
4115 s ſentence 
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© ſentence of the law upon me, though it is 
© the laſt of all human favours I could have 
© hoped to have received from your Lordſhip's 
hands. N e ö 

As the Jury, my Lords, were pleaſed to 
© ſhew their compaſſion to the failings of hu- 
emen nature, in recommending me to the Royal 
Mercy, I hope there have appeared ſome cit- 
« cumſtances in my. caſe, which may render 
© me not altogether unworthy the. recommen- 
dation of your Lordſhips alſo. 00 

Far, my Lords, ſhall it be from me to en- 
deavour, by the rules of law, to juſtify the 
crime I havg been convicted of, nor can I 
© expreſs the affliction I am under for that 
© unfortunate gentleman, whoſe death has oc- 
caſioned this trouble to your Lordſhips, and 
© misfortune to myſelf; but if, through tlie 
* mediation of your Lordſhips, the Royal 
Mercy ſhould be extended to me, the re- 
—— — of my life ſhall be employed in pre- 
* venting other gentlemen from falliug iuto 
© heſe unhappy - circumſtances I now appcar 
in. r run; 
Capt. Clark was reſpited by the Lords Juſ- 
tices, till their pleaſure ſhould be fuither made 


known. 
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The Trial of WILLIIAu MonTcomesy, 
on the Inſolvent Act, October, 1752. 


ILLIAM MONTGOMERY. was in- 
dicted, for that he, at the General 
deflion at Guildhall, did, on the 27th of Sep- 


tember, 


r54 Trial of William Montgomery, 
tember, fwear that he was beyond the Seas 
on the 1ſt of January 1747, to wit, at Rot- 
terdam, with intent to cheat and defraud his. 
creditors, LE 24 
Mr. Ford produced the records for Septem- 
ber Seſſions, 48, by which it. appeared, that he 
came to Guildhall, and took his corporal oath, / 
that he was at Rotterdam, beyond the Seas, 
on the iſt of January, 1747; and alſo de- 
livered: in a liſt of all his creditors, and a 


ſchedule ſubſcribed with his name, upon which 


he received the benefit of. the Inſolvent AR, 
as being a fugitive... 4 | 

John Ward. The priſoner. lived at the fign 
of the Highlander, below Pelican Stairs, at 
the bottom of Fox's. Lane, Shadwell.. I had 
a ſummons from the priſoner, and attended 
the Lord Mayor at Guildhall; when he was 
brought there; and his Lordſhip aſked him, 
if he was the ſame perſon that had ſworn he 
was beyond Seas. Jan. 1, 1747? he faid he 
was, and had taken the benefit of the Act of 
Parliament. Ld ES A. 

Mr, Ford then produced a warrant, ſigned 


by Sir Robert: Ladbrooke, Knt. July 22, 1748, 


the purport of which was; to give notice to 
all the creditors of William Montgomery, 
that he was ſurrendered to the Warden of the 
Fleet as a fugitive, had given in a ſchedule of 
his effects, and, intended to take the beneht 
of the Inſolvent Act; upon which, the faid 
Warden was required to bring the priſoner to 
Guildhall, Sep. bY | ; 

VMilliam Smith depoſed, ef- heard Mont- 
gomery on before my Lord Mayor, that he 
was the very perſon that had ſworn that be 
L was 


on the- Inſolvent Act. M5 


was at Rotterdam, to take the benefit of the 
act, and inſiſted upon it. The witneſs. added, 
that he was with Mr. Weymore at the pri- 
ſoner's houſe, the laſt day of December, 47s. 
and that he was at home with them, in a 
little back room, till between eleven and twelve: 
o clock. B Ac eb 03. l 
Mr. Weymore depoſed to the ſame effect, 
and that they drank three eighteen- penny bowls. 
of punch in the priſoner's back - room, who, 
made it himſelf, and drank with them, the 
ziſt of December, 1747; that the witneſs 
left him about eleven o'clock at night, and was: 
ſure the priſoner was then in the houſe... 
Daniel Goodwin depoſed, that he, was one of. 
the company in the back-room, the ſame-night, 
at the Highlander, and followed Montgomery 
no, the room with a. bowl of punch in his. 
and. | | ' 
John. Ward ' depoſed, that he was in that 
company the ſame night, at the. Highlander, 
and drank the old Year: out, and the new. in, 
and Mr. Montgomery was there. © 
[jabella Hannah, ſervant to Mr. Montgomery, 
depoſed, that ſhe lived with him in December, 
1747, and that he was at home on New= 
year's-day, and Chriſtmas- dax. LY 
Mrs. Murray depoſed, , that. ſhe ſaw him at 
home the latter end of December, and the 
beginning of January. 1 Sr "IE 
The priſoner, in his defence, called Peter 
Peterſon, who depoſed, that. he ſaw the priſ- 
oner in Rotterdam in the year 47, ſome day 
in the latter end of December, and in. January 
following, O. S. but was contradicted. by 
labella Hannah, who ſwore, that he, this 
witneſs, 
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witneſs, dined at Mr. Montgomery's on Chriſt- 
mas-day, 47, along with Montgomery. 
Several perſons gave the priſoner the cha- 
racter of a very honeſt man. 
The Jury having conſidered the Verdict, 
i brought in the priſoner guilty of the Indict- 
ment. Death. 3 {ets Flew | 
| William Montgomery, about 24 years of 
| age, born at Elphinſtone in Scotland, and bred 
up in the eſtabliſhed religion of the Kirk of 
Scotland, was kept to ſchool till he was 
about 12 or 13 years old, where he learned 
to read, which he ſo little practiſed, that he- 
bad entirely forgot what he learnt, which he 
much regretted, as he now ſtood ſo much in 
need of it for reading good books and prayers. 
He was naturally of a dull, fluggiſh- appearance, 
very ignorant and indocile, but willing to hear 
advice and inſtructio e. 

N hen he was about 13 years of age, his pa- 
rents being dead, he took to the Sea, and kept 
to it till within theſe nine years paſt, when, 
being married, he only took a trip now and 
then to Holland, and ſet up a public-houſe, 
that his wife might have ſomething to do in his 
abſence. He then lived in Biſhopſgate Street, 
and from thence removed to the Highlander in 
Fox's Lane, Shadwell; here his wife dying, 
he found himſelf in bad circumſtances, whict 
mace him leave off _ buſineſs, CC.. 

Afterwards . he married again, and took 2 
houſe in Nightingale Lane, and let out lodgings 
to ſailors, or any others he could pick up, and 
lived there for ſome time; and having got ſome 
money, he ſet up in the ſlop-ſelling ways which 
he left to his wife's management, while _—_ 

| 1 too 
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took now and then a trip to Holland, to get 
ſomething in that way; then removed into St. 
George's Pariſh, where he was at the time of 
his being apprehended. 1 af x 
After conviction he attended the Chapel, 
but proteſted himſelf innocent, and that his 
life was maliciouſly ſworn away, and, if he 
was to die immediately, he would fay the ſame, 
and in this he rerſiſted till the Warrant for Exe- 
cution was brought to Newgate, which was 
Wedneſday, ſtill poſitively denying the truth of 
the whole that the evidence had given againſt 
him in Court; even when he was told he was 
ordered for execution on Monday, he only ſaid, 
God's Mill be done; and after afferting his inno- 
cence, ſaid, he ſhould die very willingly. 
As death drew nearer he was more earneſt] 
prefſed to diſcharge his conſcience with ſince- 
rity, For a while he ſtood confounded, but 
perſiſted to affirm on Friday morning, that he 
was abroad, and that he went from home on 
Chriſtmas-day 1747, and did not return till the 
beginyging of February following; but ſtill he 
E though death ſtared him in the 
ace, 209 
In the afternoon he changed his note a little, 
and owned, that though he was not at home 
from Chriſtmas-day 1747, till after New- 
year's-day, he was not at Rotterdam then. 
And now he told his ſtory thus, that finding 
his creditcss preſſed hard upon him, he left his 
family with an intent to go abroad, but did 
not; that the laſt day of December 1747, he 
was at Chatham, from whence he purpoſed to 
ſet fail to Rotterdam, but the winds being con- 
tray, he did not. And this, he ſaid, he tre- 
_ membered 
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membered MTs from the. circumſtances 
of his going next day, Jan. 1, to Sbeerneſs, 
where he met a, woman of his acquaintance, 
who ſaid to him, twas Chriſtmas-day, and they 
mult drink together; which pretence, though 
it contradicts the poſitive evidence of the ſer. 
vant maid, who lived in the houſe, yet it en- 
tirely deſtroys that of Peterſon, who ſwore he 
ſaw him at Rotterdam in the latter end of De- 
cember 1747, or in January following. 

On Saturday morning he ſtarted freſh mat- 
ter, and obſerved, that the evidence againſt him 
had ſworn he had perjured himſelf by taking 
the oath, which the Act of Parliament di- 
reQs to be done, before a perſon can be admitted 
to have the benefit of the Act; which, ſaid he, 
they could not know, becauſe they were not 
preſent; nor did any of his creditors appear 

upon the day of his diſcharge to except againſt 
bim. To this it was anſwered, that he mil- 
took the point; what they attempted to prove 
was only, that he was not abroad at the time, 
which they had fairly proved, and hin f.If had 
owned. Then he ſaid, he did not even take 
the oath required, i. e. he did not lay his hand 
on, nor kiſ; the book. He was told, that if 
he did not, it was adding more to his guilt, 
and in the eye of the world would make hin 
appcar the more deſigning, and greater vil. 

lain. gi WP TER 
He then related the whole affair, and pro- 
cecded thus: I was, ſaid he, at Rotterdam in 
the year 1747, ad when I came home, ws 
put into the Fleet for debt. I ſoon got out 
again, and got my liberty, when I began to 
bethink myſelf of going abro:d, We 
| | "© EI 1 Went 
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[ went from home on Chriſtmas-day, but the 
wind proving and tempeſtuous, I ſtaid 

from home till after New-year's-day; when 1 

returned home, and did aot go out much, till 

it might have appeared to the neighbourhood I 

had been abroad, tho', in fact, I was not out 

of England, at Rotterdam, nor beyond the Seas, 
at that juncture of time. 'Tis certain I had 
been there feveral times before, and ſince, but 
not at that time, | 
He was aſked, how he came to enter upon 
the wicked deſign he afterwards went through 
with? he ſaid, he was perſuaded to it. He was 
again aſked, how he could ſuffer himſelf to be 
perſuaded, to run the riſque of his own life? he 
ſaid, it was a good white before they could | 

prevail wirh him; but being continually teazed, 9 
he was at haſt over - perſuaded, and i ceſolved 

upon it. — 4 

In purſuance of this reſolution, he ſoon after 1 
went to the Fleet, and ſurrendered himſelf as | 

a fugitive; then he, and his bad managers, <1 

proceeded to give notice to his creditor:, and 

to provide a ſchedule, which he declared to the 

laſt he had no hand in, nor was it even ſigned 
- by him, with his name or mark. 

Saturday, in the afternoon, he made the 
lame declaration as he had done before, and that 
he had no title or pretence to the benefit of the 
act, and was perſuaded, that had his title to it 
been ever fo god, he had not a right to the 

* advantage, ſince he did not take the oath re- 
ut quired; for he conſtantly affirmed to the laſt, 
to that though he was preſent the laſt day of 
ly clearance at Guildhall, and heard the oath re- 
nt peated, he neither laid his hand on the book, 
Vox. IV. P no 
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nor kiſſed it, but believed he did repeat ſome of 


the words. Such was his prevarication ! 

On Sunday morning he was applied to again, 
and deſired to be more explicit in his confeſſions 
than he had been. He replied; what would you 
have me ſay ? I've told you all the truth, and! 
can ſay no otherwiſe than I have done. KI 
fhould, I ſhould belie Fe, and my” Own 
knowledge. | 

On the Sunday evening, it please God more 
fully to open his eyes, and he forbore infinuat- 


ing any thing to the prejudice of the evidence 
againſt him; and now he could not but con- 


teſs his guilt, with all its aggravating circum- 


ſtances af fraud, perjury, prevarication and hy- 


pocriſy, under which burden be labouted grie- 
vouſly, and at laſt ſet himſelf to endeavour, if 
Bagg to eaſe his tortured breaſt, by look- 

to Chriſt with ſincerity and repentance, 


— he might not labour at his dying hour, 


under the want of hopes of ſalvation, through 
him who died to ſave the n but not Te 
hypocrite and impenitent. 


On the morning of his execution, he peel 


greatly affected at bis approaching fate. Oh! 


| ſaid he, that I had but more time to repent; 1 


have been a very wicked man, and I fear for the 
conſequence of my many tranſgreſſions, but that 
eſpecially for Which I ſuffer. But J uuſt to 
find mercy with God, thro' Chriſt, and I hope 
the loſing my life for the offence will, in ſome 


meaſure, make atonement, and thoſe whom th 


have. offended will forgive me. 
He was the firſt that ever was brought to pub- 
lic juſtice for the breach of ai: Act of Inſolven- 


cy, and r he be the * to deſerve it! 
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The Trial of M Dona, BERV, Ecav, 
and SALMON, for being Acceſſaries befare 


« Robbery. At. 554 


& TEPHEN-M<DONALD, JOHN BERRY, 
) JAMES EGAN, and JAMES SALMON, 
were indicted, for that at the gaol delivery at 
Maidſtone for the County of Kent, on "Tueſday 
the 13th of Auguſt, Peter Kelly, and John 
Ellis, were in due form of law convicted of rob- 
bery on the King's High-way on James Salmon, 
by putting him in fear and danger of his life, 
in the Pariſh of St. Paul, Deptford; in the 
County of Kent, and taking from him one linen 
handkerchief, an iron tobacco-boxy one guinea. 
and one half-crown ; and the ſaid Peter Kellys 
and John Ellis, were tried and convicted for that 
tobbery; that they the ſaid M Donald, Berry, 
Egan, and Salmon, on the 23d of July, were 
acceſſaries before the felony was committed, 
and feloniouſly and maliciouſly did abet, affift, 
counſel, hire, and. command the faid Kelly and 
Ellis, to commit this robbery. © | 1 
There was a ſecond count in the indictment, 

43 an offence at common las. 

At the deſire of Berry, the witneſſes were ex- 
ined: Apart. "as 
Joſeph Cox produced a copy of the record of | 
the conviction. of Peter Kelly, and- John Ellis, 
and ſwore he had it of Mr.. Knapp's Clerk, 
with whom he examined it with the record, 
(ve purport of which is,) that Peter Kelly, and 
' John Ellis, were tried the 13th of Auguſt, 
154, at Maidſtone aſſizes, before Sir Dudley 

11 | © Rider, 
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* Rider, Knt. and Sir Michael Fofter, Knt. for 
* the ſaid robbery on the defendant Salmon, and 
© found: guilty.” | SHES In 

Themas Blee, I have known the priſoner, 
Berry, eight or nine years, and M<Donald 
twelve months laſt November; I never had 
any acquaintance with Salmon, till thro* Berry 
in the month of June laſt. I have known 
Egan four or five years, by his coming back- 
wards and forwards to Berry's. 
1 12, Did you know Peter Kelly, and John 

IS: 

Blee. I did; I believe they are now in Maid- 
E. Tell the Court the firſt time you had any 
gonveriation with them, | ED 
Hlie. I lodged at Berry's houſe, and worked 
with him; Berry faid to me, in the beginning 
of July, go to M*Donald, who then lived in 2 
court in Holborn, and tell him I want to ſpeak 
with him, I went, and we came back together 
to Berry's houſe ; tbey both ſaid, Tom, money 
pour ſcarce, you muſt give a ſharp look-out 

or a Couple to go upon the ſcamp now, and if 
you can't get two, you muſt get one. To 
go upon the ſcamp, is to go on the highway. I 
told them, as Kidden's was ſo bad an affair, I did 
not chuſe to be concerned any more. M. Donald 
ſaid, d---n your eyes, if you don't, it fhall be the 
worſe for you. Then Berry ſaid, I might £0 
about my buſineſs; fo I went away. The 
next morning Berry called me into his room. 
He lived in George-yard, the upper end of 
Hatton- garden. He then ſaid, go to Mr. 


M Donald, and defire him to meet me in rs 
| £105y 
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fields, ok eleven o'clock. I did, and we 
went into the Spaw-fields, and Berry came to 
us. They both ſaid to me, go and look about 
the fields, and ſee if you can pick up a couple 
of idle fellows, that will do for the purpole, 
that is, to go upon the ſcamp. Accordingly, 
we three went into the fields ſeveral days, but 
could not meet with. an body fit for the pur- 
poſe, I. remember one — in particular, it was 
Monday the 15th of July, that day they ordered 
me to go into the fields, and ſaid. they would 
come, and I ſat there two hours before they 
came; then M*Donald came to the top of the 
hill, and bid me come to the ſign of Sir John 
Oldeaſtle, and ſaid my. meſt er Was there; L 
went with him, and in an arbour at che bottom 
of the yard, fat Berry, and Salmon the breeches- 
maker. I here we. diſcouiſed together about 
doing this robbery, Me Donald said, we':l do 
the thing ſomewhere towards. Blackheath-; 
then. he and Berry had a ſort; of a .wrang'e, 
whether they ſhould not have it done between 
Newcroſs Turnpike and Deptford, juſt facing 
the four mile ſtone. Lhey pitched on thiz 
place, be auſe there is a reward of 20l.. given 
by the inhabitauts of Eaſt- Greenwich, for. ap- 
pehending highwaymen. and footpads. Berry 
laid, ſuppoſe we have Egan concerned with us; 
then they talked about his being the Fence, as 
they call it; that is, to buy the goods after 
dalmon had been rob2ed of them. M' Donald 
objected to Egan's being in, becauſe he thought 
hve would be too many to be concernedin the 
reward, Berry ſaid, we can't cleverly do with- 
out him; andif there were five of us concerned, 
i Would be pretty near 20 l. each if a Conſtable 
At ſhoutd 
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ſhould come in. So they all agreed, that Egan 
ſhould be concerned as a Fence in the robbery, 
and Berry faid, he wouid acquaint him with it 
that night; and fail to me, now, Tom, you 
may go home about your buſineſs, we will not 
be ſeen in the fireets together. | 
Next morning I went out again to fee if 
could find any body for that purpofe, but I could 


not that day; the next after, Berry ordered me 


to go and tell M Donald to come to him at the 


Bell-Inn, in Holborn; M*Donald and I went 


there accordingly, where we met Egan, Salmon, 
and Berry, when it was concluded that the thing 
ſhould be done, i. e. that I ſhould get a couple 
to go on the highway, and that Salmon ſhou!d 
be the perſon to be robbed; and Berry and Sal- 
mon talked about making two pair of breeches 
that Salmon was to be robbed of, and to mark 
them under the pocket or Waiſtband, with ſome 

articular mark, I think it was to be J. S. then 
Worry and M Donald fail, they muſt have a par- 


_ ticular handkerchief too; then M*Donald put 


his hand into his pocket, and pulled out a hand- 
kerchiet ; Salmon ſaid, he had got a handkerchief 
at home that he would mark ſo as to ſwear to 


it; that is, with four oilet-holes, one at each 


corner, Berry ſaid, they ſhould want a tobacco- 
box. M*Donald ſaid, he had got a very remar» 
kable one, and I know it to be the ſame now. 
(taking it in his hand.) M*Donald ſaid, he would 
give it to Salmon to be robbed of; then they 


, wanted a halfpenny, and would have it marked. 


M*<Donald ſaid, he had a pocket-piece, which! 
ſaw his wife buy for 3d. and a halfpenny worth 
of gin, ſome time before; he ſaid, that w_ 

0 
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Jo, and it ſhould be marked with a ſhoemaker's 
tool, and gave it him to mark; Egan faid, he 
had a tool he uſed to ſtamp ſhoes with, and 
would mark the piece with it; then they bid 
me go home about my buſineſs,” Next morn- 
ing, Berry gave me 3d. and ordered me to go 
down to F leet- market, to ſee if I could pick up 
two men or lads there. Accordingly, I went, 
and met with Peter Kelly, and John Ellis, very 
bad lads, that is, plckpockets, I gave them a 
dram of gin, but had no diſcourſe with them then 
- about the thing. Next morning Berry gave me 
zl. more, and bid me to go down to Fleet- 
market, and be ſure to have a little talk with them, 
and told me what to ſay, and that was to tell 
them, I knew where to get a brave parcel of 
Lullies, that is, of linen, if they would go with 
me to Deptford; I went, and met them there, 
and told them as I was ordered; they both a- 
greed to go with me any time I thought pro- 
per, Ellis is a chimney ſweeper, about 20 years 
of age, and the other about 21. Next morn- 
ing Berry ſent me to M Donald, to bid him 
come to the Plumbtree, in Plumbtree-court, 
Shoe-lanez there we met Berry and Salmon; 
Berry told Salmon, J had got two men, Ellis 
and Kelly, who had agreed to go with me any 
where, Berry bid me drink once, and go a- 
bout my buſineſs. The reaſon why they choſe 
| ſhould go by myſelf, was becauſe people ſhould 
not take notice of me. This was faid, when 
they gave me this great- coat that I now have on, 
to diſguiſe myſelf. I had then been to Kelly and 
Ellis at Fleet-market, where I ſaw them on a 
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pea-· cart; I gave each of them a glaſs of gin, and 
bid them goodbye; about two hours after that, 
I met them again in the market, and aſked them 
if they would go to Deptford or not? they 
ſaid, yes; Kelly afked me if J had got any bag 
to put the linen in? I faid, we did not want a 
bag, I would tell them more of that naſe 
time, and ſo left them. At night, Berrry bid 
me come to him-in the morning; I did fo, and 
he gave me 6d. to treat them with. I went 
into the Brick- fields, and found them, and treat- 
ed them with gin and beer,. agreed to go to 
Deptford and ſteal linen, and promiſed to meet 


them the next morning; I left them in the 


Spaw- field, and went to M Donald's houſe and 
dined there. I told him I had got two lads, 
that I believed would do for the thing, and 
who they were, and ſaid, I ſhould ſee them 
again to-night or to-morrow; he ſaid, that 
was very well, At night I ſaw Berry, and 
told him what had paſſed between the Jads 
and me; he ſaid it was very well. Next morn- 
ing, July 22; about five o'clock, Berry bid me 
go, and tell M*Donald not to be out of the 
way, and gave me 3d. to go down and treat 
Ellis and Kelly with gin; I went down, and 
there met with them, gave each of them a half- 
pennyworth, and told them I would fix a day. 
when to go to Deptford, ſo left them and went 
to M Donald's, where were Berry and Egan. 
I ſaid, if Egan has a mind to ſee them, he and 
F would go down to the Fleet-market ; we 
went, and there the two lads were ſitting on a 
pea- cart; I gave them a halfpenny each a? gin. 
1 | ; |; gan 


for Perjury. 167 
Egan ſtood three or four yards from them, 
leaning againſt a poſt ; then he went one way 
and I another, and met at M Donald's houſe. 
Egan faid to M*Donald and Berry, by G- 
they will do very well, they are two pretty lads. 
Then we parted, and Berry and 1 went over 
to the Plumb-tree; as we went by Salmon's 
door, in Shoe-lane, Berry beckoned to him, 
and he went with vs; I left them together. On 
Tueſday morning, Berry and I went to the 
Plunib-tree again; he ſent me to tell M Donald 
that he wanted tg ſpeak with him; I told him, 
and he came; then I went to had the two lads, 
found them in the Fleet-market, and diſcourſed 
with them; they ſaid they were going to work. 
in the Artillery-ground ; that is, to pick pockets. 
| came back, and acquainted Berry and M' Do- 
nald with it. Berry gave me 3d. and bid me go 
and keep them company. I went and walked up 
and down with them. About half an hour after 
two o'clock, Berry and M Donald came into 
the Artillery-ground ; I went to Berry, and 
aſked him if he thought they would do? he 
ſaid do! d---n me, I have done leſs than they 
over, for March and Newman were leſs; he 
gave me Gd. and bid me be ſure not to leave 
them; I went round the Artillery-ground, and 
met with M*Donnald, and aſked him. if he 
thought the two lads would do? he ſaid, d---1v 
=_ eyes, I have done leſs than they over at 
ingſton; then I left him, and went and gave 
the lads part of a full pot of beer; then 1 bid 
them good bye, and told them I would ſee them 
Again the next morning. I went home, and in 


aall Plump, (his name is Brebeck,) and another 
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the morning told Berry 1 way going to them; 1 
he gave me 3d. and I went to the Fleet- market, 4 
and told them I believed the thing would be done | 


on Friday next; if not, I would let them know N 
farther; then left them, and told Berry 1 hal WI" 
ſeen them; he ſaid, d- n you; don't you go to 


deceive us; do you come to the Bell in Hol- 1 
born bye-and-bye, and tell M Donald I want : 
kim; 15d fo, and left word as he had ordered MI” 


me. Then I went to the Bell, and Berry met Wl 
me at the door; he ſaid, here is 3d. go away to 
the Aitillery-ground, and be there about two 
o'clock; this was on Thurſday the 25th in the ' 
morning; he ſaid, don't come in, for Mr, Bag- 


tey is here; I don't want him to ſee you. Bag. , 
tey was a neighbour of Berry's. I went to the 0 
Artillery-ground, aud walked about an hour and f 


a half before 1 ſaw either Berry or M Donald; 
preſently there was a hue and cry after a pick- 
pocket, M Donald came to me, and ſaid, d-—n 
me, the chief perſon is ducking in the Pyed- 
Horſe-Yard, follow him and give him ſome 
gin, for they have almoſt killed him. It was 
Ellis the Chimney-ſweeper. I followed him 
acroſs Moorfields, and ſaw the people go from 
him till there was but two or three about him; I. 
gave him a penny, and went back to M Donald, 
and told him he was very ſafe, and as we were 
coming out, of the ground,. we met one they 
fellow they call Doctor, that was turnkey at 
Clerkenwell Bridewell; Plump, ſeeing me and 
M<Donald together, ſaid to me, d---n you, you 
raſcal, you deſerve to be hanged for that affair 
of Kidden. M Donald ſaid to me, come —_ 


Je Peru. 1569 
don't be afraid of any body. I went to Fleet- 
market, to fee if Ellis was ſafe; I found them 
both, and told them I would meet them next 
morning; they had ne money to pay for a lodg-, 
ing; I ſaid, here is three half-pence for you, 
go and lie in the Brick- fields to-night; then 1. 
vent home to Berry's; J told him of Ellis's ba- 
ing ducked; he ſaid, they agreed that it ſhould 
not be done on the Friday, left the lads ſhould 
de apprehended on the Saturday, and kept all 
Sunday in the watch-houſe, and they might 
tell ſomebody of my being concerned with them, 
and ſo, by impeaching me, I might be appre- 
hended; and therefore fixed it to be on the 
Monday, on which morning Berry gave me 
A. or 3d. to go to the Fleet market to meet 
them, and bid them ſtay till nine o'clock, and. 
ay I would come to them again, which I did, 
nd returne! to the Plumb tree, where Berty, 
balmon, and M' Donald were. Berry changed 
2 guinea, and gave me five ſhillings and bid me 
not de extravagant; he ſaid it was to flaſh to the 
boys, and to ſay, I m:de that laſt night; I was 
to pull it out all at once; he gave Nane half 
1 crown to be robbed of; he ſaid, now go away 
5 faſt as you can; I aſked him at what place 
fall I ſtop for you, to ſee you are going, that we 
my both be ſure? I faid, I will ftop at the 
bell in the Borough, and call for a glaſs of gin, 
hen you may be ſure we are going to Dept- 
ord; I left them, and went to the two boys, 
ind went with them to a houſe in Little-Bricain ; 
dere I called for ſome beer and bread and cheeſe, 
Pulled off my coat, and ſaid I muſt go to the 
fencs to get ſome money, for the woman had 

bs not 
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not paid me all: I left my great-coat, and 
went to Berry, and bid him haſten away, for the 
boys wanted to go: Berry ſaid he ſhould be 
over the water time enough for us, I went to 
the boys again, and called for another pot of 
beer to delay the, time. Then we ſet out for 
Deptford, When we came to the Bell, in the 
Borough, we went in, and there fat Berry and 
Salmon. After we came out, Kelly faid, du 
your eyes, there is that old thief-catching ſon of 
a bitch, your old maſter ; ſaid I, never mind it, 
J don't belong to him now, then we wen 
down the Borough-market, they bought a 
breaſt of lamb for their dinner, and we went to 
the Black-ſpread-Eagle, in Kent-ſtreet, (which 
was the houſe the priſoners and I had appointed 
for them to rome to the next day.) We had the 
lamb fried for our dinners, from thence we ſ: 
out for Dep:ford, at about half an hour after 
twelve o'clock; I had made them almoſt drunk, 
but as we could do nothing till i: Was dark, we 
would go into the fields and get a fleep, they 
flept ſoundly ; at a proper time, I awaked them, 
and away we went to Deptford, about an hour 
before dark, I went with them to the Ship, the 
- houſe Berry and Salmon had appointed to come 
to, I called for a pint of beer at the door, and 
bid them ſtay there, while I ſtep: to ſce a fh. 
tion in the town, but went to ſee for Berry and 
Salmon; I found Berry, we went to a publick- 
houſe, he called for a pint of beer, and bid me 
return to the boys, and Salmon ſhould come 
to the houſe, I went to them, and took them 1t- 
to the houſe, and ſaid, I expect my coulin t 
come to me. | a 


9, 
* 


| —_—T 6 2 
au for Perjury. i 3 
Q. Had you let the boys into any know- 
ledge nf this affair, before you came to this 
r nnn 
Blee. No; I had only told them it was to 
ſteal ſome linen; they went for no other intent; 
then I went in and called for a pot of beer. and 
bread and cheeſe, 'and after that called for a- 
nother pot; in the mean time, in came Salmon, 
and ſat down near us, and began to talk about 
going to London; it was then duſk; I ſaw Berry 
go by the window, he beckoned and I went 
out to. him; he ſaid, be ſure follow Salmon 
when he comes out; I went in again, and Sal- 
mon 'preſently went out; I changed half a 
crown, and aſked the lads if they would have 
any gin. When Salmon firſt came in, Kell 
ſaid, there is that old Blood of a Bitch the 
breeches-maker, his ſon and I have been pick- 
ing pockets together many a time; I ſaid, never 
mind that, what is that to us? I knew the place 
where he was to ſtop at; it was juſt by the four 
mile-ſtone ; this was agreed upon, before. The 
two boys and I went on, and by the four mile- 
ſtone, by a gate, Salmon ſtood, as if he was 
making water. D n me, ſays Kelly, there is 
the old breeches- maker, he is ſucky, let's ſcamp 
him. one” 8 
9, What reaſon did you give the la] 
lowing Salmon? 


s for fol- 

Blee. I ſaid we would take a walk till it was 
time to ſteal the linen. When Kelly came up 
to Salmon, he ſaid, D---a you, what haye ycu 
pot there? Salmon ſaid, gentlemen, take what 
have got, don't uſe me ill; he had the breeches 
under his arm, tied in a blue and white hand, 


kerchief ; he gave them to me, and I to Kelly; 
Vox. IV, Q I ſail 
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J ſaid to Kelly, what money has he got? Sal- 
mon ſaid, there, gentlemen, what money 1 
bave got, is in my left-hand waiſtcoat pocket, 
in a tobacco-box. Kelly put his hand in, and 
took out the 'tobacco-box, and a claſp knife and 
fork; then 1 we walked on for London, 
and came into 'Kent-ſtreet, as faſt as we could, 
and lodged there all night, at a houſe where! 
paid the lodging money at going down, by Ber- 
ry's order, to induce the lads to come there again; 
it was then about eleven o'clock. | 

Q. What did you take from Salmon? 

Blee. We looked at that coming along; I knew. 
what was in it before; there were 2s. 6d. and 
a pocket-piece, with Skilion on it, or ſome 
ſuch name, and a punched mark in the middle 
of it. 

Mr. Cox produced the things mentioned, viz. 
the tobacco-box, pocket-piece, breeches, hand- 
kerchief, and knife; all which, Blee ſaid, were 
the ſame as taken from Salmon, 

2, What was done the next morning when 
you lay in Kent-ſtreet? 

Blee. We got up about ſcven o'clock, and 
went over the way to the Spread Eagle; I called 
for ſome beer, bid the lads fit down, and I would 
go and get ſomething for breakfaſt ; but went to 
the White-Bear, where Ber, ordered me to 
cc-me to him; there ſat Berry, Egan, and Sal- 
mon, on the bench; M<Donald was not come; 
Berry bid me go back, and Egan ſhould come 
after me preſently; Egan and I walked up the 
ſtreet a little way together; I ſaid, ſtop there a 
bit, while I go to that ſhop to buy a lamss 


Jiver for breakfaſt; he ſaid he would go on, and 
went and called far a pint of beer; 


came af- 


ter 
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ter with the liver; I ſaid to Ellis and Kelly, that 
man, (meaning Egan) deals in Rag- fair, tho” 
I knew he did not; may be he will buy the 
breeches, ſhall I aſk him? yes, ſaid they, with 
all our hearts. Maſter, ſaid I, will you buy 
ſome leather breeches ? he faid, let me look at 
them, if you and I can agree I] buy them; hav- 
ing looked at them, he Gd, what will you have 
for them? I faid 6s. he ſaid, I will give you 5s. 
and gave Kelly rs. earneſt, and ſaid he had not 
ſo much money about him, but he would come 
in an hour or two, and pay the reſt, and would 
leave the breeches in our care till he came back. 
| faid, my friend, will you eat a bit of liver and 
bacon before you go? he ſat down, and called 
tor a halfpennyworth of tobacco; Ged bleſs me, 
ſaid he, I don't know what TI ſhall do, I have 
loſt my tobacco-box. (This he was to ſay.) I 
ſaid to Kelly, let us ſell him our's; then Kelly 
aſked him if he would buy a tobacco-box? ſaid, 
he, let me look at it, and aſked what he would: 
have for it? Kelly anſwered, 6d: I ſaid, we 
will have no dry money; Egan replied, he would 
give a full- pot of twopenny for it; Kelly ſaid 
ne ſhould have it. After he had eat his break - 
falt, he went out, and goes to Berry and Sal- 
mon; I took the two lads backwards to play at. 
ſkittles to detain them, but the ground was ſo. 
wet that we could not play; ſo we found out 
another paſtime, called the Devil and the Taylors; 
I kept them there an hour and a half; then 1 
laid, if the man don't come, let us ſell the bree- 
ches; I faid, I would go and. be ſhaved, left. 
my great-coat, and went to the White-Bear, 
but they were gone to the Elephant and Caſtle ; 
L went to them; Berry aſked me where my 

Q 2 great= 
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reat- coat was, bid me go and fetch it, and ſaid, 

Donald and Egan ſhall go; I. went back a- 
pain to Ellis and Kelly, and ſaid, the barber is 

uſy, I muſt go again bye-and-bye; I put on 
my great-coat, and went to the Elephant and 
Caftle again; Berry: bid me go to the Bell in the 
Borough, ſtay there till he came, and get ſhaved, 
As I was going away, Egan and M Donald 
went out; 1 went to the Bell, and in about an 
Four Berry came in, and we went homewards 
together. On Ludgate-hill, we ſaw one Mr. 
Rogers, coming along, Berry ſaid, leave me, 
don't be ſeen in my company; at night, I de- 
ſired him to lend me ſome money to go. to fair 
to- morrow; he ſaid, that is right; Uxbridge 
fair is to-morrow ; he lent me 18d, it was to 
Dey ſhrimps at Billingſgate; I went to the fair, 
and came back the Flt of Auguſt, Berry bid 
me not be afraid, he would always keep a good 
look-out, and they all ſaid, if I was taken up, 
Salmon ſhould never appear againſt me. 

w / from Berry. You ſay, Kelly and Ellis 
went with you, under a notion of ſtealing 
linen, and Kelly accidentally pitched upon 
Salmon, and propofed to you to commit a rob- 
bery on bim? 5 . 

Elee. No, he did not till we juſt got up with 
him, then he ſaid, there is the old breeches- 
maker, let us ſcamp him. | | 

Q. from Me Dondld. Aſk bim if he has not 
had a quarrel with me, and ſwore he wpuld de 
revenged on me? | ; 

Blee. No, never; M. Donald once got a long 
knife, and threatened to cut my throat. 

Berry. Becauſe I took his brother, who was 
tranſported, he always ſwore he would: be re-. 
Henged on me. TC | Blei. 
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Bleze. I never ſwore ſo; he did not take him. 

Salmon. J have never been at the Bell, in Hol- 
born, theſe five years. | 
Bl e He was there as I have mentioned. . 

9. from Egan. I want to know if it can ap- 
pear by any man or woman, that I have been 
in 2 houſe with Blee. | 

Blee, There are ſeveral can proye it. 

George Hol: wright. T'live in Scioop's- court, 
ſac ng St. Andrew's Church, Holborn. I know 
three of the priſoners, viz. M Donald, Salmon, 
an! Berry, as alſo the witneſs Blee, but Egan 
do not know. I have known M<Donald 
and Berry ſome years, the firit kept the ſign of 
the Angel in Scroops-court. | 5 

2, Where did he lodge abe ut July BR? 

Holewright, He and his wife, as he calls her, 
came to my. houſe on Aſh-Wedneſday was 
twelvemonth, and continued there. about four. 
months, till he was taken up at Maidſtone. 
1 have ſeen Blee; he was a very handy man 
among them. Blee uſed to come to M<Donald's 
to clean the houſe and waſh the diſhes; and 
often came to aſk for his: maſter Berry, They 
uted to be generally together. 

92, Do you remember he was at M*Donald's 
lodgings, in Scroop's-court, in July laſt ? | 

Holeturighi. The laſt time I faw M*Donald, 
was on the Friday night, and the next day be 
was gone to Maidſtone, but I thought he was 
gene to Coventry; and I ſaw Blee at my. houſe 
much about that time, They were very, buſy 
together; but as I never expected to be. called 
upon in Court about theſe things, I made no 
accounts of this. I ſaw Blee in the Artillery» 
ground, running backwards and for wards, when 


Q 3 the. 
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the White Regiment marched; I ſaid Tom. 


\ 


Phat are you at? he faid, hold your tongue; * 


U * 


faw _ = —_ times. 
Did M Donald tell you he was g-ing 
Mate rie 
Hloletwrigbht. No, be never mentioned a word 
to me of that; he ſaid he had taken a man in 
Sm ithfield, for a murder, and he expected to have 
the reward, and ſhould: go to Coventry one day 


or Another, £ | 
2. Did you know the priſoners at the bar 
were acquainted together? H 
Helewright. I have ſeen M Donald and Berry 
together eſpecially, Salmon 'the leaſt; I have 
; ſeen them altogether, except Egan; Blee was 2 
ſort of a runner to them, as I thought. 
9. from Berry. Where have you ſeen us drink- 
r 
Hiolewrigbi. At M Donald's, when he kept 
the Angel, in Scroop's- court, which is about 
five years ago. I have ſeen you lately at the 
Union-Arms, in Union- court; I have ſeen them 
all three there, which is about ſeven or eight 
r 8 7 
Berry. We have been in gaol ſeven months; 
Did you ever ſee me at your houſe where M Do- 
nald lived? | | | 
Holnwright.. No, I never ſaw you within my 
door; I have ſeen you about the door, in the 
court, once, twice, or three times, | 
Jahn Kirby. J live in Croſs-ſtreet, Hatton- 
garden, I know Berry, MPonald, and Salmon; 
J have ſeen Berry and M Donald at the Two 
Brewers, on Saffron-bill on the Sth of July 
they were drinking at the door; I have ſeen 
M*Donald and Salmon at the Union-arms, in 
| 4 Union- 


\ 
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nion court, ſoon after they were very well 


acquainted ; | have ſeen Blee come ſeyeral times 
to the Union- arms to fetch beer for M*Donald;, 
his beard was very long moſt of the time I knew. 
_ 

9, from Salmon. How often have you ſeen me 
at the Union arms? _ | | 

Kirby. I ſaw Salmon once in the kitchen with 
M Donald, and at another time fitting at the 
doc p, and Blee came while he was drinking with: 


M:Donald, and fetched both away in a great 


hurry ; this was in the month of July. 
James Price. I know John Berry; he lived 


in George-yard, where I now live; I have ſeen 
M-Lonald frequently with hm there, and like- 


wiſe Egan. Salmon came into the yard in Au- 
guſt laſt, and aſked me if I had ſeen Berry? 1. 


directed him to the Hat and Tun, where I had 


ſeen him go; as to Blee, L had a warrant a- 
gainſt him, and young Berry kept Blee from 


me in his houſe; this was about a year ago. 
About the beginning of Auguſt, I ſaw Berry, 
M*Donald, and Egan, at the Two Brewers, 


at the bottom of Saffron-hilt ;. I have often ſeen. 


Berry and M Donald together, they were ſel-- - 


dom apart. 
John Samms depoſed to the ſame effect, that 
he knew all the priſoners at the bar, had often 


ſeen them drinking together, and that there. was. 


an G ot between them. a 
. from Berry. Was you ever up ſtairs in my 
houſe = ſee what beds I had? $43" 
Samms, I know my Lord, (meaning Blee) 
always went up ſtairs, and when Berry turned 


bis wife out, Blee uſed to lie there, 
| Berry. 


& \% 


* 
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Berry, When he had neither ſhoe nor 
— on his foot, was he fit to lie with 
mer" 

Samms, I know when Berry has turned bis 
wife out, he has took Blee in and locked the 


or. 

Q. te Kirby, Look at this tobacco- box, did 
you ever ſee it before? 6 

Kirby. Yes, I am pretty ſure. I have, it 
belongs to M*Donald.. I' remember when: 
Salmon and he were together at the Union- 
Arms, ſome. tobacco being left on the table, 
M Donald took out this box, and put the tobacco 
in it. | | 

8 Jebn Brayder. Do you know this pocket- 
piece? 

Brayder. I fold. a piece onee pretty much 
like this, there was on one fide of it 
wrote 1 but there was not this mark 
upon it when I ſold it, (meaning the mark tubich 
Blee ſaid Salmon made in the middle.) 1 fold 
it to a woman, one Bree was with her at 
the ſame time. This is the. man (painting 10 
Blee.) | 

2. to Blue. Was you by when this man ſold 
ſuch a pocket-piece as this“ | 

Blee. I was, he ſold it to M Donald's wife or 
company-keeper, ſhe gave him 3d and a half 
penny worth” of gin for it. 

| Foſeph Cox. I have. known M<Donald two or 
three years; I never ſaw the- other till FP. 
them all together at Maidſtone affizes, I went 
down on the 14th of Auguft, Jam chief conſta- 
ble of the lower half hundred of Black- 
heath, I had an information abdut the beginning 
of Auguſt, that a breeches-maker had —_ 

10 
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wobbel in the pariih of Deptford, where 1 live, 
by three footpads, and that two of them were 
taken by M Donald and others, and ſent to 
Maidſtone gaol, and the third perſon; whoſe 
name was T homas Blee, I was informed, kept 
company with M*Donald, and after two or 
three days 8 I very fortunately took that 
peiſon, With the help of a conſtable of Green». 
wich, on Friday the gth of Auguſt, in New» 
cate-ſtreet, very early in the morning. I took 
him directly to the water- ſide in order to carry 

tim to Greenwich; when we got him into the 
boat, he ſaid he would diſcover all he could con- 
cerning the robbery on the breeches-maker, 
| bid him not do it then becauſe of the watermen, 
ul we came to a magiſtrate, we took him before 
juſtice of peace, there he made an information. 
This is it. 2 + a 

Q Do you know whoſe writing it is? | 

Cox, The name was wrote by Thomas Blee, 
and the reſt by. Juſtice Bell. 

| V Was it read over to him before he ſigned 


Cox, He read it over, and I read it to him 
before he ſigned. It was taken on the ꝗth of Au- 
gult, but not ſworn till the 13th, the ſaltice and 
blee ſigned it in my preſence. 

„Kent, to Mit. The information of Thomas 
vice, ot tne the pariſh of St. Andrew, Holborn, 

vieeches-maker, taken upon oath, 

* This informant ſaith, that about fourweeks,. 
on upwards, ago, Stephen M<Donald and John 
berry, deſired him to look out, and they gave 
um money to that intent, to get into company 
wth two lads, or men, which he (ſhould after- 
rds betray by getting them into a robbery, 
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and. they ſhare the reward given upon their con: 
viction, and in ordef thereto, they did go fre: 


23 with the informant into the adjacent 
elds, but could not meet with any. And 


M Donald, John Berry, James Salmon, bree: 
ches-maker, and James Egan; of Drury-lane; 
cordwainer; in order: to concert and put this 


ſaid deponent, met with John Ellis and Peter 
Kelly (now prifoners in the county gaol at 
Maidſtone) in the Fleet-market, and as he knen 
them to be perſons of bad life and converſation, 
he introduced: himſelf into their company: aftet 
treating them; he aſked them to go with him to 
Deptford, to ſteab ſome linen, hich they agreed 
to do the Thurſday following, by the direction df 
the ſaid Berry, M Donald, Co, and Egan, 
who had all, at different times, ſeen: the ſaid Ellis 
and Kelly, and approved of them for that purpoſe, 
and judged it moſt fit to have the robbery com. 
mired on the Monday morning, leſt" they ſhould 
be detained near London on the Sunday, and 
fome circumſtances might. render theit ſcheme 
abortive, and that they met at the Bell in Surry 
as they went. 

And this deponent faith, that it had been 
concerted between them, that the intended rob- 
bery ſhould be between New-erofs turnpike and 
Deptford, to entitle them to the reward offere 
by the ſaid pariſh; that he took the faid Ellis and 
Kelly to a publick-houſe, known by the fign of 
the Ship, where they had promiſed to come !0 
him; and after ſtaying: there ſome time, he 
Ellis and Kelly at the Ship, and went. out to lock 


for Berry and Salmon, he fo ind Berry, be 
coun- 


this: deponent faith, that he hath met Stephen 


their ſaid: ſcheme into execution; and that he, the 
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counſelled this deponent to return to Ellis and 
Kelly, and ſaid that Salmon ſhould follow him 
immediately, that he -returned, and Salmon 
came into the houſe at the ſign of the Ship, 
and flaid there near an hour, during which 
time, he this deponent, treated them with 
bread, cheeſe, beer, and gin, and Salmon go- 
ing away in the evening, they followed, and 
zreed to rob him in the firſt place Salmon 
ſtopped at, which was the four mile ſtone, under 
a pretence to urine, but it was 4n order that 
tdey might overtake him, that being thought the 
molt convenient place; that they came up with 
the ſaid Salmon there. And this informant, 
without his, or either of the ſaid Ellis and 
kelly, producing any weapon, took from un- 
ker the aid Salmon's arm, two pair of leather 
breeches, which had been purpofely marked, 
particularly on the waiſtband or pocket; and 
that he took out of his pocket a claſp knife, and 
a tobacco: box, which .tebacco- box, he ſays, was 
MPonald's; but as it was a particular and very 
remarkable one, he lent it to Salmon on- thts 
occation, which had in: it two ſhillings and ſix- 
pence in filver, and a filvcr po ket- piece, which 
he had ſubmitted himſelf tamely to be robbed 
ot; and after they had left this ſaid Salmon, 
d- fiey went and lodged in Kent-ſtreet, and in 
nd the morning he took them to the Spread-Eagle, 
red A whete he had agreed wich the ſaid M Donald, 
berry, Salmon, and Egan, to take them; that 
1 of WI about ſeven in the morning, the ſaid Egan came 
n accordingly, and that this deponent told the 
ler fad Ellis and Kelly, Egan dealt at Rag-fair, 
ook Wh ind he aſked the ſaid Egan if he would buy the 
beg {id leather breeches, and he agreed to pay 58. 
tor 
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for them; that e- gave — tg ligg fn pa part; 
+ after that he called for a pipe of tõbacco, and 
"ad. that he: had lot his box, with intent to 
3 that they had take from Salon; that * 
bought it of them for a pot of two enny; 
be went out to get the temainder G eee money \ 
for che ſaid breeches; and went to Another lle 
houſe in Kent-ſtreet to Mofald; Who im- 
mediately went with Egan, and ſecured” the 
laid Ellis and Kelly with all the things, except 
the ſaid -tobacco-box, which Egan hat purchaſed 
of them, as he believes. And this depbnent 
further ſaitch, that he has been ſeveral times in 
Company With the ſaid M Donald, Berry, $1l- 
mon, and Egan, 'andithey' have all ſeverally'en- 
couraged him, and faid, if he ſhould be 'im- 
peached, they would ſay nothing againſt him; 
and they promiſed to ſhare the reward and ſub- 
ſcription- money raiſed between the fa'd Berry, 
Salmon, M Donald, Egan, and this deponent; 
and that this was contrived to cc nvict the 
ſaid Ellis and 1 on purpoſe to get the le- 
ward. 010 


Sworn before me. Bel 0 
b oh ſoom as this Was hs, the ſame 

N x Qighle J obtaineil a warrant ' againſt M Donald, 
another againſt Berry, another againſt Salmon, 
f another againſt-Egan. I Was adviſed to 
attend the trial of Ellis and Kelly, and not to 
diſcover that I had Blee in cuſtody till after thc 
trial, and in order that he might not * 
Thomas Warren went to affiſt me. When! 
came to Maidſtone, I informed myſelf 'who 
were on the back of the Bill of indictment of 
Ellis and Kelly; their trial came on the rh 
45 5 1 0 of 
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of Auguſt, at night; I came into court ſoon 
after ho trial be ; Blee was then in my cuf- 
tody, but n knew it then at Maidſtone ; 
he was brought down in the night, and ftopped 
ſhort of the town. When I came in I heard 
Salmon giving evidence againſt Kelly and Ellis; 
he ſaid he went in at the Ship at Deptford, and 
had a pint of beer; that he ſaw three men drink- 
ing in a box, and Ellis and Kelly, the then two 
priſoners at the bar, were two of the three per- 


ſons, and the other was a carroty-bearded fel - 


low; that after he had drank his pint of beer, in 
the duſk of the evening, he ſet out in order 
to go to London, and having got as far as the 
four mile-ſtone, oppoſite to which at a gate, he 


ſtopped to make water; in the mean time the 


thiee men came up, and one of them d---n& 
him, and aſked him where he was going? he 
ſaid he deſired him not to (wear, and ſaid he was 
going to London; upon that the carroty-beard- 
ed fellow ſnatched the bundle from under his 
arm, and punched him on the breaſt. The 
judge aſked him if it was light enough to ſee 
their faces, and whether he waz ſure the priſo- 
ners were two of the men? he ſaid it was light 
enough to ſee their faces, and was ſure they 
were the men that robbed him. - Then he ſaid 
that Kelly, one of the priſoners, drew a knife, 
and ſaid, d---n him, let us fearch him, and 
took out of his packet an iron tobacco- box, in 
which was a guinea in gold, two ſhillings and 
lixpence in filver, and a River pocket-piece, . and 
a claſp knife and fork : he ſaid the bundle con- 
tained two pair of leather breeches, marked 
with J. S. and a figure of 4 under the right 
pocket, and that the handkerchief had an oilet- 
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hole at each corner, all which were * 
in court ;- he looked at them, ànd they 
were the goods he was robbed of, and 15250 
property; and they are the ſame Bere produce? 
they were delivered into my -care, ''and have 
been ever fine.” The jud judge aſked him how 
he knew the pocket- piece? he ſaid, by x 
particular mark it had in the middle. Hs 
lordſhip aſked to ſee it, and it was handed to 
bim. 

| Nath Look at- that pocket-piece and tobaceo- 
. Cox. are the ſame be ſwore he 
was = They a I aſked the judge what he 
would be pleaſed to have done with the things? 
his lordſhip bid me take care of them till the 4 
ſons were tried. He aſked the priſoners if they 
would ask Salmon any queſtions? Kelly defired 
that Salmon might be asked whether he ſaw him 
draw-a-knife ? Salmon ſaid, yes, you did, but! 
ſuppoſe you will deny all the reſt preſently. 
Kelly ſaid, that can't be, becauſe I had no 
knife, There was one circumſtance Which 
torgot ; when the judge had asked him whether 
it Was light enough to ſee their faces; he alſo 
a*ked him, if he could know the carroty-bearded 
fellow, and if he had ever ſeen him before! ? be 
Jai no, not to his knowledge. 

Were the other priſoners there? 

Cox. I ſaw M' Donald, Salmon, and Eg I 
who all gave their evidence; but did not 1 
Berry in court. Egan next gave his evidenc 
and laid he dealt in old cloaths; that on the 3ot 
of July he went into Kent-ftreet, to the Lock 
despite, to ſce if they had any cloaths to fel 


but they. not being up, be went into the Black 
ſpread 


© "Yor s.-=- © We. - 

cad-evgles to get him a pint; of beer; that be 
l * _ there drinking, and as. he 
was telling. the landlady bis buſineſs, one of 
them a carroty-bearded fellow, not taken (for 
they did not know. he was taken then) asked 
him if he would buy two pair of breeches d he 
| faid, yes, if they could agree for the price, and 
they did agree for 5s. and gave Kelly 18. earneſt, 
till his wife ſhould come with more money, or 
ſomething, of that ſort ; and he was asking the 
landlady for a halfpennyworth of tobacco, and 
as he was ſaying he. had loſt his tobacco-box, 
one of the men offered to ſell him one, and he 
bought it of him for a pot of twopenny. He 
ſaid, as be Was looking at the. breeches; he 
knew them to be .Salmon's property, having 


heard that Salmon was robbed. over night; he 
went out under pretence of getting the reſt of 
the money, but meeting with Mr. M Donald, 
an acquaintance of his, and knowing him to 
be an officer, he told him the ſtory, and-M*Do-/ 
nald (aid, he need not trouble himſelf about an 
officer, for he could do as well as a conſtable; 
and ſo he returned back with him, and took 
Ellis and Kelly; and upon ſearching them, took | 
out of Kelly's pocket, a ſilver pocket piece, 15. | 
and a claſp knife. The judge asked him how 
he knew the breeches . belonged to Salmon? 
he ſaid, by a particular mark, He was asked 
how he knew the mark? he ſaid, he had bought 
breeches of him for himſelf and for his ſon 12 
7 fears, and knew his mark, The judge asked the 
priſoners. if they. would ask that witneſs any 
queſtions? Kelly deſired he might be asked, if | 
the carraty-bearded man and he did not wink at i 
each other, before he 8 to ſel] the breeches : l 
ä 2 | an 
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"nd Egan alſo ſaid, what gave him the grea . 
teſt ſuſpicion, that the breeches were ſtolen, 
was, becauſe. he. had ſeen one of the two pti- 
ſoners ducked for picking. pockets in the Axtil- 
Jery- ground. M Donald was the next wit- 
nes 3. he ſaid, he met Egan, an acquaintance of 
his, and Egan, knowing. bim to be an officet 
told him the ſtory, and he went with him. a 
100k Ellis and Kelly, and found upon Kelly a 
ſilyer pocket: piece, a ſhilling, and a claſp knife; 
that there was a drummer in the room when he 
was taken, whom he ordered to aſſiſt him, I 
bad fixed my & e pretty ſteadily. upon Mr. Ber- 
ry, .whom 1 aſked to go with me to drink aglaſs 
ef Wine, which he Fa, and . I ſecured. him at 
the Bell; then 1 went to ſecure the others ae- 
cording. to my. warrants, As ſoon as they had 
given. their evidence, the crier ordered them to 
25 We ſecured them; upon ſearching 
Donald I. found this knife upon him (a lem 
Hheathed knife of the dutch ſert,) 1 was told of it 
before. As as they were. ſecured, I was 
forced to get leave to put them in the | mayor's 
aol, I asked Salmon if he knew one Thomas 
lee? he ſaid, he knew no ſuch man; I replied, 
I am ſure you muſt know him; he as poſitively 
denied it again. The next day, when he was 
carried before the juſtice (J believe there were 
20 or 30 of them) Blee was brought face to 
face to him; he looked at him, - and-declared he 
had never ſeen that man in his life before J 
asked M Donald if he knew Tom Blee ? he de- 
nied he knew any ſuch perſon. I aſked Egan 
the ſame, and he as poſitively denied it as the 
reſt, As Berry and I were going to the Bell, he 
asked me what I thought would. be the fate of 


Ellis 
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5 and who was to pay the ex- 
pence of the proſecution, for it was very Con- 
ſiderable? I told him, if they were convicted 
there would be ſufficient to pay the expence 
very 1 and if they were acquitted, 
the proſecutors, I believed, muſt bear the ex- 

ce themſelves; he ſaid, he knew that, and 
yrs; reaſon if this affair Was well oyer,. he 
never would be concerned again; when l came 
to the Bell, I took him into cuſtody; and 
when 1 had ſecured the others in the, mayor's 
gaol, I carried him to them, and then aſked 
him, if he knew Tom Blee? he ſaid he did 
not know any fuch perfon. 'Fhe next day; 
when Berry had been carried before the juſtice, 
and was committed, he and 1 walked toge- 
ther from the Bell to the gaol; in 30 
along he ſaid, he hoped 'the prklamens” would 
aot admit M<Donald' an evidence, {for At that 
time it was thought he would get to be an, evi- 
dence) becauſe he had ſaved himſelf once before 
by the ſame means; but, ſaid he, if the gentle. 
men will admit me an evidence, I can do for 
M*Donald and another man, whom he named, 
whois not in cuſtody, a and Tkaow not whether 1 
ſhould name him. 

Court. Name that deren er e A 

Cox. It is Ralph Mitchael; ker bid, it 
he would tell me any particulars he could al- 
ledge- againſt them? be ſaid he would write to 
me in a few days, but he neyer did. As to 
M*Donald, the next morning after he was ap- 
prehended, he deſited to ſpeak with me in the toom 
where he was "confined. I took Mr, Warren, 
one of the conſtables of Greenwich, with me, 
* went to him. 

R 3 


He 
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He faid, he had rather ſpeak to me by myfelf; 
on which Mr. Warren withdrew, He then 
cried a good deal,” and begged of me to be his 
friend, and get him committed for farther exa- 
mination; for he ſaid he could make a v 
great diſcovery. relating to the public, and could 
pu: $ool. in my pocket. I told him 1 would 
acquaint the gentlemen with what he ſaid; and 
accordingly I did, and uſed my endeayours to 
prevent his being committed for farthet exami- 
nation; he was afterwards committed on the 
warrant. Ex: 14 n 
James Cornack. I am a drummer, and was 
e at the Black- fpre:d-eagle in Kent- 

reet. On the 3oth of July laſt, I came down 
between eight and nine in the morning. I ob- 
ſerved three men ſitting together in a box, one 
of them had a carroty beard, which was Blee; 
they had ſome victuals and drink before them; 
the others were the two priſoners that were caſt 


* 


at Maidſtone. Blee ſaid, I will go and get 


ſhaved,. he went out, and in about eight or 


ten minutes after, in came M Donald, and laid 


hold of Kelly, and faid, come out, you black- 
fe dog. I ſaid, what makes you abuſe the 
ad in this manner ; he ſaid, d---n him, I have 
got a warrant againſt him, I am an officer, they 
Rave robbed a man juſt againſt the four mile- 

Rane, near Deptford ; I defire you will aid and 
2Þ{ me; I ſaid, if that is the caſe, I will. He 


took a rope out of his pocket, and tied them to- 


gether; now, ſaid he, I will take care of them; 
do you ſtep down to the Elephant and Caſtle, 
and vou will ſee twe men; I went there, and 
ſaw Berry and Salmon; I ſaid to the latter, 1 


believe you are the gentleman I want; there s 
| one 
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one at my quarters wants to ſpeak with you. 
Berry ſaid, go along with him. Salmon went 
with me. Coming along, I faid, what is the 
matter? what has happened? Said he, I was at 
Deptford-yard laſt night, and took ſome money, 
and had fome brecches with me; there weie 
three chapps, ſtopped me and robbed me of a 
guinea in gold, half a crown in filver, a tobacco- 
box, and two pair of leather breeches, tied up 
in a handkerchief, . We went in; there ſtood 
the bundle, on the table, and Egan fitting in a 
box oppoſite the lads. M Donald aſked Egan, 
what he had in that handkerchief ? He anſwer- 
ed, it was no buſineſs of his, for it was all his, 
and he had bought it of the lads, I made him 
open the handkerchief, and there we found the 
breeches, &c. which Salmon ſajd he had been 
robbed of. M<Donald ſearched Kelly, and took 
a claſp knife out of his pocket, a ſhilling, and a 
ſilver pocket- piece; he gave him the ſhilling 
back again; they ſhewed me the pocket - piece; 
it was marked in the middle, and deſired me not 
to be mealy-mouthed when I came before the 
juſtice. , They tied the things all up in a hand- 
kerchief, and we ſet out with them to a Juſtice 
of the Peace at Greenwich. Going, along, 
M:Donald. ſaid to the lads, you have made a 
good hand of it, if you have ſpent the guinea 
already; the lads ſaid they never took a guinea 
from him. M*Donald ſaid to me, one of them 
bas got money in his ſtockings, but let them 
keep it, poor things, they'll want it; he urged 
them very much to confeſs the robbery, and 
told them, if they would not, they ſhould cer- 
tainly be hanged, : 28 
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His- words were, you Dogs, I would. have 
you confeſs before the Juſtice, it will be the 
better for you, and tell me where the other 
fellow is gone; they ſaid they could not tell 
any thing about it, and would give him no an- 
ſwer. He faid, if they would conſeſs he would 
do all-in his power for them, and untie them 
when they came to Deptford, and they ſhould 
go by water. We came to the Five Bells at 
the end of Deptford. Road; M Donald called 
for.. a pint of beer, and aſked the , lads if that 
was the houſe they were at the night before? 
they ſaid no, but at the fign of the. Ship; then 
we . ſet out again; Salmon and Egan followed 
at a diſtance; when we. came to the Ship. at 
Deptford, M. Donald aſked the landlady if ſhe 
ſaw theſe two lads there the night before? ſhe 
ſaid, yes; then he ſaid, did you. ſee that man 
that is now at the door; (meaning Salmen.) 
| She ſaid, yes, he was here at the ſame time, 
and they went out about ten or twelve minutes 
diſtance ane of another. Said M<Donald to me, 
take notice of what this landlady ſays, and don't 
be meally-mouthed. when you come before the 
| Juſtice. . 1 ben we went to Greenwich, and in 
the Clerk's office, they wanted M Donald to 
be. bound over to proſecute ; he ſaid he could, 
not, for he had a bit of an eſtate left him in 
the country, and he could not be there at the 
time of the Aſſizes, then the Juſtice's Clerk 
was: pleaſed to bind me over, We ſtaid at 
Greenwich, and had ſome beer, and were pretty 
merry till almoſt nine at night. Coming home 
together, they let me and Egan go before; 
DEA ſwore by the great God, and the ſweet 
Jelus, he would not appear againſt them at the 


| Aſſizes. 
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Aizes: Said 1, you are bound oyer as well as 
|, and I can't fee how you can be off going 
down, faid he, O, by Jeſus, it is only chang- 
ing my pariſn; it has coſt me 3s. to-day, and 
the breeches may go to the Devil, for 1 wilt 
never appear againſt them; we parted about 
ten that night; 'I went to my quarters; M. Do- 
nald told me to come to his houfe in Union 
Court; I went about a week after, but could 
not hear of ſuch a perſon; I went to the Union- * 
ams, and the landlord knew ſomething of him, ' 
and I found he lived in Scroops-court; I went, 
and aſked there for him three or four times, 
but his woman always told me he was in the 
country; I faw him once, but that was by mere 
chance, he was then dodging me, or ſome- 
body elſe, at the end of Parliament-ſtreet. I 
was at the Aſſizes at Maidſtone; when I came 
there, I could not find any of them, they kept 
ont of my ſight, I imagined, for fear I ſhould 
come in for part of the reward; at laft, I hap- 
pened to meet Egan in the fret, and ſaid, 
what, have you done the thing? (I meant found 
the bill,) he ſaid, no, we ſhall not do it this 
day or two; thinks I Ill watch you; bye- and- 
bye came Salmon, M Donald, Egan, and one 
derjeant, a Conſtable; they and T went into 
the Clerk's office to get the bill of indictment 
dawn; Berry did not go in, I followed them; 
when they came in the Clerk faid, are you 
al here? yes, ſaid M<Donald ; ſaid the Clerk, 
there are ſix of you; faid M Donald there 
are but ſive of us; ſaid the Clerk, is there not 
a drummer ? O, ſaid M Donald, I forgot him. 
The bill of indictment being prepared, I went 
o the Cock at Maidſtone, there fat Berry; 

taid 
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ſaid he, how do you do Drummer? 1 did not 
recollect him preſently, till he put me. in mind 
of my enquiring for Salmon at the Elephant 
and Caſtle in Kent-ſtreet ; he aſked me, whe- | 
ther I thought thoſe lads. would be convicted? 
I ſaid, it appears very plain againſt them; be | 
ſaid, if they are not, I muſt either beg my bread, 
or go on the highway myſelf. Oh Le" 
— Sergeant. ( He is ſhewn the tobacto- box.) I 
have ſeen ſuch a one, I made a remark that the 
unicorn's horn was broke off the box, when 
M<Donald ſhewed it me above a year ago; this! 
ſee is broke, as that was. His box been 
ſent to my houſe many a time to be filled with 
tobacco; it is near a year ago.” ſince I ſaw it: 
this is like it. M Donald ſhewed it me as a 
piece of curioſity; faying, here's an old, but 
curious thing; I ſaid, it is not perfect now, it | 
wants the horn to the unicorn. K 2 be 
Henry ' Sergeant. I know all the priſoners very | 
well; I was at the taking them all at Maidſtone 
Aſſizes laſt. M Donald ſaid I was a young Con- 
ſtable, and I ſhould have my ſhare of the re- 
ward; he ſhould take the money, and he would 
ſee me paid. | | | 
Q. What reward did he mean? | 
Sergeant. The ſubſcription! money of our pa- | 
riſh; tor the two lads that were tried; I carried | 
them down. | 
| 
\ 
ſ 


Q. Did you produce theſe goods there: 
Sergeant, I did; I had them of Juſtice Bell, 


ij who ſent for me, I being Conſtable. The pri- 
ſoner Berry ſaid, we ſhall have a good fupper 
j if the priſoners are convicted, and if they were 8 


not, he thought he muſt beg. his way 12 b 


- TT 
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As I was going along the road with Ellis and 
Kelly to atone they told me there was 
one Tom Blee concerned with them in the 
robbery ; where he lived, and what ſort of 
claaths he wore, I took it down in writting ; 
the Juſtice deſired me to go and take him; I 
ſaid I would give directions to a Thief-catcher, 
znd applied to Ralph Mitchel, but he refuſed 
to act in it, 

Q. Was you upon the trial ? | 
Sergeant. I was, and Salmon was a witneſs, 
as were likewiſe Egan and M<Donald, 4 

. from Berry. Did you fee me concern my- 
ſelf at all in the affair, or was J upon the back 
of the bill? 5 

Sergeant, No, he was not; he had no buſi- 
neſs there if he could have truſted his friends with 
the money ; I heard M*Donald and him both 
lay, they would ſhare the reward. | 
2, to Blee. You fay that Berry gave you a 
crown, what moriey was it? ". 5 

Blee. He gave me a half-crown, and 28. 6d. 
that day I went with the lads to Deptford. 

Berry's Defence. 

On the 25th of July, I was out of town all 
day, and returned the Sunday following, and 
ſtaid at home all day, the Sunday Blee tells you 
he was with me, and I gave him a crown. If 
your Lordſhip will indulge me to put it off till 
next Seſſions, then I can bring witneſſes to 
prove he falſely accuſes me. I went, on the 
5th of Auguſt to Bromley fair, I faw Blee 
with a ſaddle on his back; he is a pilfering 
fort of a fellow; I went and took him by the 
collar, and ſaid I would chaſtiſe him, He ſaid, 
Mr, Berry, 1 can tell you a great deal if you 


Will 
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will not hurt me; I ſaid, tell me here my 


goods are. I heard on the rath of Auguſt, he 
was taken up at Greenwich; I went there and 


"took MiDonald with me, on purpoſe: to haye 


goods, My fon is gone 
he has puſhed him away, and Lhe tres Tn | 
him ſince, and they would never give me any 
anſwer that they had got him; I aſked Mr. 
Sergeant, and he would not tell me; they never 
took him to give any eridence-before the Juſtice, 
People may go thieving for ever, if they may 
tet off in this faſt. ion. | 


AA. Danalls Defence. 
I was called out about the 3oth of July, to 


go over to the King's-Bench; I met Egan, he 


deſired me to go and take a couple of thieves 
in Kent-ſtieet; I ſaid, what have they done? 
he faid, I believe they have broke open ſome 
houſe, and ftole theſe things. I went with him 
to the Elephant and Caſtle in Kent-ſtreet, and 
tent for Salmon, he and Egan came to me; then 
1] went with Egan to the Black- ſpread-Eagle; 
there were theſe two men fitting, I fearched one 
of them, and took theſe breeches from under 


their A---s, and from one I took this pocket- 


piece; after this Iſaid to Salmon, the only way 


to ſave expence, is to examine them before Col. 


Bell; in carrying them Cown, the leaſt of the 


two ſaid, I wiſh could be admitted an evidence; 


I faid, you Dog, where is the reſt of you! 
where 1s the other fellow? what is his name! 
this lord Blee lived with me fix or ſeven months, 
I- never knew his name; when he told 1 7 
; 9 
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lord, I gueſſed directly; one of them wanted to 
de admitted an evidence before Juſtice Bell, but 
he would not admit either of them. After I 
heard my lord was taken, I goes down to Greet - 
wich, and went to Mitchel at Deptfotd, and 
ſaid, here, Cox has taken the other fellow, 
Ralph, will you come up and ſee if he has got 
him? he was afraid of being upon ſome war- 
rants, and would not go, fo I went to the Co- 
lonel myſelf, the Clerk was there, and he was 
very ill; he ſaid, Mr. M Donald, he is not 
taken, if he was he would be brought to me; 
after that, I ſtopped a man that had murdered 
another at Coventry, I brought him to Hicks's- 
Hall, and the Juſtices committed him to New- 
Priſon. The gentlemen told me I muſt go 
down to Coventry along with him; I went 
down to Maidſtone, there 1 faid, I would ſay 
nothing to the robbery, the Drummer could ſay 
as much as I could as to the pocket-piece and 
tobacco-box. As God Almighty is in Heaven, 
I know no more of them than your Lordſhip 
there; I have taken a great many thieves and 
ventured my life, and been ſhot at by them; I 
never had my name brought in queſtion ; I have 
deen offered money to let priſoners ga, but 
never would; 1 could have had 601. to have 


done it. 


Salmon Defence. 


The fellow that ſwore I had been at the Bell 
in company with him has ſwore falſe; I never 
was in company with him in the whole courſo 
of my life, nor have I been in that Alehouſe 
theſe five years, wt 150% 

Vor. IV. 8 Egan 
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Egan's Defence. 

Pleaſe to aſk 555 the Bell is; I 45 no 

knowled ge of that man in the world, (Looking 
at Blee.) 

Q. to Berry. Have you any witneſſes to call to 
your character? 

Berry. Call Heary Warrington. (He was as called, 
but 4 not appear) 1 have lived 17 years in the 
yard where this man, James Price, lives; wil 
you pleaſe to call him ? 

Price. J have known Berry, J believe, fue 
years. 

Curt. What character can you give bim! 

Price. A very bad one. my Lord. 

Berry. Pleaſe to aſk him Has he can fay as 2 
ſtain upon my character? 

Price. It will hurt you if you inſiſt upon it. 

2 N M Donald. Will you call any wit- 
ne 


M. Donald. There is a man that has known 
me theſe nine or ten yeats, and that I have the 
beſt of characters; call Mr. Holewright. 

E. Holewright. I believe 1 have known M Do- 
nald nine or ten years or longer; he. never did 
me any injury in his life; hut as for the reſt of 
it, J believe it is bad enough. 


2D ow Salman. Have . any witneſſes to 


. No, my Lord, 1 have not had time to 
ſend for any. . 

9, to Egan. Have you any witneſſes to call? 

Egan. No, my Lord, none of my mne 
know I am in trouble. 

The Jury found them all four guilty af all the 
facts charged in the indictment; but whether 


the facts charged were wichin the Statutes of 


the 


th 
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the 4th and 5th of Philip and Mary, and the 3d 
ind 4th of William and Mary, they knew not, 
and therefore prayed the aſſiſtance of the Court, 
ſo it was made ſpecial. JT 

This ſpecial verdict was afterwards argued by 
council before the twelve Judges, at Serjeants- 
1nn-hall, in Chancery-lane. Their Lordſhips. 
being of opinion, that the facts charged were 
not within the Statutes of the 4th and Sth of 
Pailip and Mary, and the 3d and 4th of William 
nd Miry; an order was given that they ſhould. . 
be indicted for a conſpiracy, in which the facts 
with which the priſoners were charged, might 
te more clearly explained, and they to. receive 
uch puniſhment as might be inflicted on them 
by law. 3 23 
n Feb. 28, they were again ar- 
nigned at the Seſſions at the Old-Bailey, in the 
Mayoralty of Slingſby Bethel, Eſq; upon an in- 
lictment for combining and conſpiring together, 
that one Thomas Blee ſhould procure two per- 
bens, namely, Peter Kelly and John Ellis, to go 
tb Deptford in Kent, and to take divers goods 
ad money from the perſon of the ſaid Salmon, 
an the King's highway, who ſhould be waiting 
ere for that purpoſe; with intent that they 
hould cauſe the ſaid two perſons to be appre- 
tended and convicted for robbing the ſaid Sal- 
non on the King's highway, and ſo unjuſtly. 
ad wickedly procure to themſelves the rewards 
mentioned in the Act of Parliament, proclama- 
won, and other parochial rewards, for the ap- 
kehending of highwaymen, July 24, 1754. 
Tom Blee was the chief witneſs againſt the 
Mloners, as he was upon the former trial ; and 
5 the evidence he gave upon both was to the 
8 2 ſame 


ot che the ur mile: ſtone, and faw the rob- 
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ſame purport, we hall not trouble the reader 
with: a repetition: of it; but only mention one 
particular which Blee fwore in this, that he had 
omitted in, his firſt evidence; namely, that Berry 
told him, tbat when he, Kelly and Ellis rob- 

ed Salmon on the Deptford road, he, Berty, 


enn oil de 210187 bird 
© The priſoners, having nothing. material to ſay 
in their defence, the Jury found them guilty, 
The ſentence pronounced againſt them by the 
Court was, to be — Newgate for the 
term of ſeven years; and in that time, to be 
each of them ſet in the Pillory twice, in manner 
following ; M Donald and Berry, in Holborn, 
near Hatton-garden; Egan, or Gahagan, and 
Salmon, in the middle of Smithfield. Afterwards 
M Donald and Berry at the end of King: ſtreet, 
Cheapſide; and Gahagan and Salmon again in 
Fleet- ſtreet, near Fetter-lane; and at the end 
of that time, to ſind ſureties for their good be- 


haviour for three years, and to pay a fine of one | 


matk each. | 
"Purſuant to their ſentence, , M Donald and 
Berry, on the 5th of March, ſtood in the ny 
in Helborn, near Hatton - garden, and were ſo 
jeverely handled by the populace, that it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty, that one of the She- 
rifls and the keeper of Newgate, who flood in 
a balcony juſt by, prevented their being utterly 
deſtroyed; and ſo great was the mob, that the 
Peace- officers: found it impoſſible to protect the 
% e . 
March 8. Egan, or Gahagan, and Salmon, 
ſtood in the Piſſory in the Middle of Smitbheld 
Rounds; they were inſtantly aſſaulted with ſhow- 
CIS, En : crs 


. 


49 Oo © — 1 oO”. WY __—_” 


— 


=> * 1 S009; * A , - -* C Co OY 
p 180 eAAHAH ON 1. * L433 * } IN 


en Tau. 299 
ers of *oyſter-ſhells; ſtones, c. and had not 
ſtodd above half an hour before Gihagan' was 
truck dead; and Salmon was ſo dangerouſly 
wounded in the head, that it was thought im- 
poſſible he could recover, Thus, tho” the law 
could not find a puniſhment adequate to the 
horrid nature of their crimes, yet they 'met with 
their deſerts from the rage of the people. 
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The Trial of Joun WIL EINSsON, for marry- 
ing without Licence, July,” 1786. 


OHN WILKINSON, Clerk, was indicted, 
for that he, after the 25th of March, 1554s 
to wit, on the 25th of November, in the 28th 
year of his Majeſty, at the Savoy, did unlawfully, 
knowingly, wilfully, and feloniouſly, ſolempize 
matrimony, between George Drawater, then a 
batchelor, and Mary Johnſton, then, a fGiogle 
woman, Without _ firſt publication of banns of 
marriage in that behalf, or without any licence, 
irſt had and obtained of a perſon having, autho- 
rity io grant the ſame, in contempt of our Lord 
the King, and againſt the ſtatute, in that caſe 
made and provided. re,, 47 6 

Thomas Shields.” I have known George Dra- 
water and Mary Johnſton ſomè years; they live 
in the pariſh of Chriſt-chusch, Surry; they were 
married at the Savoy; I ftood Father, and faw 
the ceremony performed as in the church of 
England; it was the 25th of November, 17544. 
Elizabeth Weeks was there. 

Q. Was there any agreement with the miniſter 
previous to the marriage? 


S 3 Shiglds, 
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Shields. J went to Mr. Wilkinſon, who now 
ſtands at the Bar, to agree for them to de mar- 
ried; we agreed for a guinea z Mr. Wilkinſon 
faid; he generally had a- guinea and a half; I 
ſaid, they were poor people's children, and could 
not afford any more than a guinea; and for that 
it was done; before they were married, he aſked 
them where they lived? they told him at che 
Old Barge-houſe, in Surry; then he aſked 
them their ages; the young man was of age, the 
young woman was not; their parents were nt 


there. | 

2. Did you ſee a licence ? | 

b. did not ſee it ſigned; but 1 ſaw 
what they called a licence, filled up after the 
marriage. 

x Orgfo-eiotnainia. | 

. 2, Had they the conſent of their parents? 

Shields, J have often been in company with Es 
father, and have heard him give his conſent; 
this, I and Elizabeth Weeks declared to Mr. 
Wilkinſon on the Bride's telling him her age, 
but no! affidavit was taken of it. 

On ithe priſoner's producing the d his 
Council takes it in his hand: here, ſaid he, is 
wrote upon it a memorandum, which ſhews 
there was that conſent fignifiedz did you look 
upon it as a lawful GORE, when you was a 
bout it?; 

Shields, Indeed 14d and that Mr. Wilkin- 
fon had a right to marry by licence, and that 
this was a place to be lawfully married at. 

Council for the Crown. Before the late Act of 
Parliament, did you ever know any thing of a 
marriage there by NM. Wilkinſon without a li- 


cence al 
Shioll 
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Shields. No. n 

Council for the priſoner. Did he not ſeem to act 
with the greateſt caution? © | 

Shields. He did; and I believe he wochd not 
have committed ſuch an act if he bad owe pe it 
illegal. 

— or the — Before the marti age, 
what writing did you ſee ſigned? )? 

Shields. There was a writing with Mr. Wil. 
kinſon's name on it; filled up after the marriage, 
by Mr. Phillips the clerk,  - 

Wn Weeks. I know George Drawat ter and 

ry Johnſtone; they live in the pariſh of 
Eunk Zburch, Surry; I was preſent at their 
marriage; they were married by the priſoner 
at the bar; he aſked Mary, Johnſtone her age, 
ſhe ſaid 19; he aſked George Drawater, and he 
ſaid, 24 or 25; he asked if it was by conſentfof 
parents; he anſwered, yes; he aſked where they 
lived, and they told him, and they were martied 
rec! 1 | 

2 Had they a Licenſe? "4 

Weeks. They had, by Mr. Wilkinwon there 
was ſomething wrote in it, but I can't remem- 
ber what; I went along with them the Sunday 
before to Mr. Shields's houſe, to enquire whe- 
ther ſuch was a lawful marriage; he ſaid, he 
had heard fay it was as lawful a marriage 
as any in England; and Mr, Shields mention- 
ing it to Mr. Wilkinſon, that they were 
afraid the marriage was not lawful, the doc- 
— v4 it was as lawful as any mans. in Eng- 

aL 5: 

Council for the Cries: We ſhall now produce 
ſome papers ſent by the priſoner, which will not 
ay ſhew that he was not ignorant fs 
| wat 


IW rg * Ne It N 
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what ne was to be tried for, but che Me- 
thods he made uſe of to N wh coming 
to wine 2 91 Tr 110 


40 
* 4 


* 


5 Kin 25 agein/t John Mi Kinſin. | 


6 To: Jon Sharp, Eſq. Solicitor for the 
# e 
5 8 I R, 15 | 110 2 
Pleaſe 1] to * noti ce, that I will appr r! wt 
frons of goal delrvery of Newgate, to be holden for 
the county of Middleſex, at Fuſtice Hall in the Old 
Bailey, on Wedneſday the 10th day of September 
next, th take my 4 on Ao three ſeueral indictment: 
found aga ay ſefſions laſt" for fel 
and How i dong 2 hes bars,” 7 "4 
2 am, 


You our 7 humble fun 
Dated Auk: 568 I Wi It aj 
1 ws * « 1 7. b . " 
The Soenderrhend 2 dies to "= Sharp, 
The defendant, Jo Wilkinſon, finding 
it impoſſible to take his trial at the next enſu- 
ing ſeſſions at the Old. Bailey, according to his 
notice of the 1 3th of Auguſt laſt, as he fince- 
rely intended, from real accidents, the truth of 
3 1 know, and which were not in his 
<-> power to prevent, oblige me to give you the 
2 notice of it; and accordingly, Sir, 1 
ire you notice, that he cannot ſurrender 
6 Kiraſelf at the enfuing ſeſſions, but will ſur: 
« render himſelf at the ſeſſions of gaol delivery 
of Newgate, to be holden for the county of 
« Middleſex, at Juſtice Hall, in the Old Bailey, 


« on Wedneſday the 22d of October next, 5 
take 


2, & 6 
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© take his trial upon the three ſeveral indict- 
ments there depending againſt him for felony · 

LI am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, a: 
E. F. 3 


IVilliam 3 I was Tipſtaff to my Lord 
Chief Juſtice. I bad a warrant inſt the priſo- 
ner at the bar, dated the 17th of Ma in the "28th 
year of the reign, &c. on indictments that. were 
found againſt him, | 

Council for the priſoner. We ade that he did 
abſent himſelf, and of all the endeavours to ap 
prehend him. 

Thomas Latter, I lire in the Savoy. 1 have 
not ſeen the priſoner there ſince March-1755, 
to my knowledge. I am conſtantly at chapel. 
Marria ages were carried on 2 but others offi- 
ciated for him. 

Q. Do you remember a letter you received 
from him about ſhutting up the chapel ? 

Latter, I do, and Knee this hand-writing. 


II is read to this purport. 


e to Thome Latter, Turk's Head, in 
the Strand. ö 


As fo or your ſending for 5 panty 1 a 1 
to your ignorance, but ſhould yon dare to padlock 
te chapel-doors, yu may expect a "vigorous proje-» 
uljon, As for your adviſor, or indeed\ your di- 


rea Y » 4 well know, therefore api _ 
Ur 5 g-:} 
1 Jobn 2 alien. 


" * 
0 
* 
: * 


— 


204 Trial of Fonn WHLKrNSON, . - 

9. from the priſoner. 1 want to know by whoſe 
authority you ſent to demand the regiſter book 
or mer ._ - 1 

Latter, In the year 1755, Mr, Wilkinſon or- 
dered a new regiſter book; as it was not paid 
for, the perſon who ſold it came to me, I being 
chapel-Warden. I told him I was not certain 
whether I had a right to pay for it, as it was in 
the doctor's hands, but faid' I would enquire 
about it. I called a veſtry to have the conſent - 
of the inhabitants, and the people ordered the veſ- 
try elerk to write to know if Mr. Wilkinſon 
would deliver up this regiſter or not. If he did, 
I was to ray for it, and if not he was to pay for it 
himſelf, I was told he would not give up any book 
belonging to the chapel, Tnis was the 10th of 
October, and on the 15th, I received this note 
from the doctor s hand, © 

Priſoner. By whoſe authority did bon at? _ 

Latter, Upon Mr. Gibforr's infiſting on my 
paying for the book, ſent for it. 

Council for the Crown. Before the late 
act of parliament, who uſed to keep the re- 
giſter? 1 W 

Latter. I really cannot tell. The old re- 
giſter uſed to be in the old clerk's hands, 
but after he died the chapel warden uſed to 
keep them, till, I believe, about four years ago. 

Priſaner. Did you ever know one cha- 
pel- warden to make an entry of one mar- 
riage, burying, or chriſtening; or whether it 

is not cuſtomary for the miniſter to keep Ms... 
regiſter ? | | 
* I ſhould think the officers ſhould have 
it in their power, as well as the miniſter, to keep 
the regiſter. | 


Countil. 


4 
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Couſci! for the Crown, We will reſt it here for 
the 1 21 


29 


Es the Priſier. 3 * 


_ Puri I live in the Strand; * have dene ſo 
por 26 Years, within the precin&t of the Savoy, 
and am a linen draper. 

9, What has been the confinii repute of 
the Savoy precinct, whether it is a" peculiar Ju- 
riſdiction, or under the you of 'the bilhop of 
London. 


Porreft, 1 never thought it was 5 ſubjeA to any 
juriſdicti 


Q. Has you ſerved any office in the pre- 
cinCt ? 
Forreſt. I have ſerved all offices. 1 have 
deen overſeer twice, chapel-warden once, 
and never found they were accountable to 
any but amongſt themſelves. I never looked 
upon the chapel or preeinct as ſubject to 
the dioceſan viſitations. None of us was 
ever called. upon * attend upon. that Juriſdic- _ 

tion, 


Q. How have marriages been celebrated there 
lince your time? 

Ferret. They have been from time to time by 
the minifter reputed to be ſo. 

Q. What was the repute of — licen- 
ces whether they were grated by the miniſter of 
* place, or by licences granted by the di- 

op? 

Ferret. I am not a judge of that, becauſe 
| never ſaw either. All the time I knew 


tn it was called a . or exempt jutiſ- 
liction. 
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Croſi- examined. 
Q. Did you ever hear of probates of lle or 
adminiſtrations granted there? 
Forreſt. No; neither did I ever ſee one mar- 


riage ſolemnized there. 


2 Is this a pariſh ? >|. 4 | 
1 No, it is a precind, and A Toyal cha. | 
pel, as I underitand.. _..... | 

Q. Did youever hear of any. oficer of the cha- 
pel, that had a ſeal of office? 1 
Forreſt: I have heard fo, but never ſaw him, 
I have heard of the dutchy ſeal of Lancaſter, 
Q. Did you, or did you not hear; of a ſeal 
kept by an officer for the eehte of wills! 
| Forreſt. I have. 1711 

George Dorman. I kive in Cecil-ftreet, which 
is in the precinct of the Savoy. I always * 
{tood it was a peculiar, exempt juriſdiction ; 1 
never underſtood the biſhop of Lc: ndbn baJ any 
juriſdiction there; and always thought the mi- 
niſite had a right to marry there. 

What was the former an dite en of the 
place, whether there was any other officer as to 
probates of wills and the like? 

Dorman. No, not as I know of 
. Do you know of any marria 
fore the late act of parliament ? _ 
Dorman. I know of one about 2 years ago, 
by a licence from the biſhop of London. 
Q. Did you imagine the biſhop of London had 
any right there? | 
- Dorman. No; and this was the common re- 
te of the neighbours when I came there firſt; 
neither have I known the clergyman ever brouhg! 
into the eccleſiaſtical court. Mr. Wilkinſon 


was there before I came, FUL Q 


=_ " a 
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Q. Where are the wills proved ? a 

Derman. At the Conlon,” and adminiſtrati- 
ons are likewiſe granted ther. bhi C3 

Q. You ſay the marriage 75 faw there fo long 
280 was by licence; in whoſe time was it? 

Dorman, It was in Mr. nee — and 
performed by himſelf. 0064 Bel ot £ 

Q. Have you a church rate? \ 

Dorman, We have none; we * /poor!s 
rate; we maintain our o.-n poor. 

Thomas Cheaſe. I have lived twelve years in the 
preeinct of the Savoy, under Exeter Change, and 
have lived near there 27 years. © 

Q. What has been your. opinion of that place 
as to its common repute, whether it was looked 
upon as a peculiar 1 wc ö mom the 
dioceſe of London? 

Chea af. Tt was looked upon -to - be a distinct 
place of itſelf. I remember the king's letter be- 
ing ordered to be read in the chapel, (I believe 
about ten years ago) and a collection to be 
made there, and 1 ſo from houſe: to houſe; I 
was in office then, and paid it into the chamber 
of London. When the king's bounty was diſ- 
tributed, there was nothing allowed to the Savoy, 
upon which T defir2d Dre Wilkinſon to wiit⸗ to 
the biſhop of London, which he did, and the bi- 
ſhop ſent a letter, ' ſpecifying chat it was out of 
his juriſdiction, and he — do nothing in it. 
Council For. the Crown. Was there a collection 
at that time ĩn all the pariſhes ? - 

Cheaſe. There was, and it was to be diſtributed 
to every pariſn; we paid in our collection, and 
expected the ſame as another place. This lettec 
confirmed the common eee as Se as _ oWa 
opinion. 


Vor. IV. 1 | 120 2 N 
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| Council far the Priſoner. How le 1 have You 
known Dr. Wilkinſon ? 

Cheaſe, I have known him 27 or 28 years, I 
never knew him behave otherwiſe than as became 
a miniſter of the church of England}; he always 


did his duty, and is as capable of it as wy man, | 


1 never heard any ill of him. 

Council for the Crown. ' Did you ever . 
any probates of wills there? - — 

_—_ No, nor Adrhiniftrationl ; 

efore the late act of parliament, did you 
ever hear of a marriage there by licence? 

Cheaſe. ] cant't ſay lever ſaw a marriage: there 
either before or fince. 

Q. Are you the man that made 
concerning Mr. Wilkinſon ? 

Cheaſe. 1 4 but not with ref ard to his be- 
haviour. | 

Q. What! not that he w 
man; 

Cbeaſe. No, it was quite a different thing, 
as it nothing about the hell? 
Cheaſe. There was a change off one bell for a- 

nother. | 
. Did not you complain about his taking 
the bell from the chape] ? - 

Cheaſe. Not in that affidavit. 

Richard Phi lips, [ A Parchment is put into 
his hand.) This is the licenſe by which 
George Drawater and Mary Johnſon were mar- 
ried, It was wrote — they were married, 
and read to them, and they ctnſented to it; 
and it was required of them to make at 
ſidavit with regard to the conſent of their pa- 


rents. 


the affilai 


18 4 drunken 


w 


Q 


—_— P 
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Q. Look at the memorandum. on the back 
of it. ! ; 
Philips. This was wrote by me at the 
ame time. It purports the conſent of the 
parents. This was wrote about an hour aſter 
the marriage. Mr. Shields and a woman were 
preſent, and they declared the parents con- 
ſented, upon Mr. Wilkinſon's aſking that queſ- 
tion. | I have been about fix years clerk of the 

chapel, 

9, Have you heard any account of what was 
the nature of the Savoy precin ct? 

Philips, . IL. always heard it was a roy- 
al juriſdiction, and exempt. from the bi- 
ſhop of London, before I was there; and 
when I went there I became. better acquainted 
with it: bo fr A ab | | | 

9. Doyou know of any licenſes granted be- 
fore the late act of parliament? , a 

Pbilips. I do, of a great many; and I had the 
opportunity of inſpecting the old regiſter. 

9. Before the time you came there, did there 
not appear to be ſeveral marriages, and the li- 
cences granted by Mr. Wilkinſon? 

Philips, Ves; and I thought he had a power 
o do to, becauſe done in a public manner. 

9. Did you ever hear Mr. Wilkinſon was 
hreatened by the dioceſan court or commons for 
ganting licenſes ? 

Philips. Never; nor did I ever hear that any 
of the ſurrogates were acquainted with this act 
of marrying with licenſes. 

Croſs- examined. + 

Cruncil for the Crown, Were the licenſes.” al- 

Ways wrote before the marriage? 


22 | Plilips 


—— — 


| 
| 
. 
J 
4 
| 
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"Philips. Always. When marriages were per. 
tormed by ſomebe dy elſe, the licenſes were left 
with me, or the miniſter; they were always 
wrote and figned by him before the marriage wag 
ſolemnized; blanks were left for the names. 

Q. Then after the marriage, did or did you 
not fill up the blanks? 8 

Philips. Always before the marriage. | 

Q. Wer they not filled up in the veſtry after- 
wards ! | 
N r How could that be? 2 
Q. Did not you prove that on which Grier. 
fon was convicted was filled up an hour aſter- 
wards in the veſtry ? ii 

Philips. No. N 8 

Q. Upon the oath you have taken, was this 
blank filled up before the ceremony or after ? 

Philips. Before; I remember: this very thing 
very well; I am pofitive of it; I read it over to 
wa. 2-453; 2 % „ 1 navy 

Q. How many marriages were ſolemnized at 
the Savoy, between paſſing the late act of pat- 
liament, and the indictments againſt the priſo- 
ner being found f 

Philips. About 1400. There were a great 
many married for nothing. 

Q. How many of them might be inhabitants 
' within the precin@ of the Savoy: 

Philips. I can't tell. A great many qualified 
themſelves by living there. Out of the precinct, 
I conclude there were about 900 came out of 
the country big with child. The precinct is not 
2 7 4 place; there may be about forty families 
in if; | 

Q. Did you ever know a probate of a wil 
granted there in yourtime ?. 4 

Philips. 
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' Philips. No, nor adminiſtratioon. 
Q. Have you known any marriage in your 
time by licence from the Biſhop of London? 
Philips. There have been ſome few. 


Q. Can you pitch upon a particular act of one 


licence, before making of the late Act of Parli- 
ment, granted by him ? N 

Philips. There are a couple, but I have them 
not about me. T believe there are two here, but 
do not know who has them. | 
2D. Where is your Regiſter-book ? 

Philips. It is here. | 


- . 


9, Were theſe by licence from the Biſhop of 


London ? 

Philips. Yes, and Mr. Wilkinſon married 
them. | | 

Mary Milliams. T was born in the year 1700. 
Jam daughter to Mr. Synge, minifter of the 
Savoy, | Wes 


2. Did you ever ſee him marry any people by 


his own licence? | 

Williams. I have ſeen him marry numbers in 
that manner. He married moſt by. his own li— 
cences. People have come with licences from 
- Commons, and he did not refuſe to marry 
them. 


9, Were the licences ſtamped ? 


Il/illiams. They were, upon parchment, and 


J have ſeen my father write on them, and fil 
them up. This he did openly; and I never 
heard he met with any animadverſion from the 
Biſhop or Surrogates. 

9. How many years was this ago? 

I illiams. He has been dead about 30 years. 
Mr. Wilkinſon buried him; he was reader to 
one Mr, Parry, who committing a great many 
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miſdemeanours was taken out of the Savoy, and 
my father ſucceeded him. & 
| | Croſs-examined, 1 1 
O. Was your father miniſter of the Savoy im- 
mediately before Mr, Wilkiofon? | - + 
_ 'Filkams. He was, and was miniſter 16 years; 
I don't mean appointed by the Treaſury, - 
Council for the Croum. You are certainly miſ- 
taken; Dr. Pratt was firſt; Dr, Parry ſucceeded 
him, and Dr. Wilkinſon ſucceeded Parry, _ 
Wilkinſon. My father called himſelf the mini- 
ſter; he acted in Dr. Parry's time. As he died 
in low eircumſtances, my mother went to have 
her papers ſigned for her penſion, and Parry ſaid 
her huſband was not the miniſter. * | 
Council for the Priſoner. Now we'll ſhew you 
two other licences, if the court will pleaſe to 
read them. „ OO BF £5S | 
2. to Philips. Were theſe executed at the 
2 of the marriage, and the time they dear 
date! a 
Philips, They were; but I was not preſent 
at the time of the firſt, that was before my time; 
one J can prove. | 
"1 lt is read is this Purport. N s 
Whereas Thomas Shelham, aged 25 years, of the 
pariſh of St. George Middleſex, and Ann Sympſin 
25 ditto, of St. Paul, Shadwell, Spinſter, were very 
deſirous to enter into the haly ate of matrimony, oc, 


Aday 1, 1752. 8 
IWitneſs, Johm Wilkinſon, 
Ordinary and Minifter.” - 


. 


Then the council for the priſoner produced 
the copy of the letter patent of Philip and Mary, 
Which was read in latin. ; 

| Cauncil 


— - — _ _—  —— — — 
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Council for the Crown. There is not a word 

of juriſdiction in it. 52h | 
Tu his Character. 

Capt. James Jones. I am Captain in the third 
Regiment of Guards, and have known Mr Wil- 
kinſon about 14 years. His general character is 
that of a gentleman, and an excellent preacher 
in his profeſſion, I have known, when there 
has been a ſoldier who has not been able to pa 
for burying or chriſtening their children, that 
he has chearfully done it, and attended them in 
their and their wives fickneſs; for which. he has 
no ſalary z neither did I ever hear he was a diſ- 


affected perſon, 7 


Capt. Haywood. I have known him about 11 

or 12 years; he is my next door neighbour. 
He always behaved in a good manner; I. loved 
togo and hear himz he behaved well to me. 
As to other affairs ] have nothing to fay to them. 
[ never had any difpute with him. I never 
heard any body ſay amifs of him. | 

Richard Townſhend. I have known him 14 or 
15 years, and I never heard any thing amiſs of 
him; he always behaved well in the church, 
and did his duty as well as any gentleman of 
the funCtion. | | 

James Bailey, Daniel Nicholſon, William Kitche- 
ner, John Meredith, all living in the Savoy, or 
in the precinct, gave him an extreme good cha- 
rafter, both as to the church and religion. 

Mr. Hilſon. I have lived in the Savoy about 
35 years, and have know Dr. Wilkinſon ever 
lince he has been there. As to his character 
as a clergyman of the Church of England, I 
can't ſay it has been extraordinary; I believe his 
character is but indifferent. $7 

John 
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* John Day. I have known him 16 years, and 


never knew any thing ill of him; he is a very 
good preacher. $5 LARGE 
James Peate, and John Johnſon, one had 
known him eleven years, and the other twenty, 
and borh athrmed him o de a very good chriſ- 
tian, and a very g man in the church. 

Mr. Dei; Mr. Wilkinſon told me, that 
Mr. Brooks. is former attorney, had uſed him 
very. ill. e had received 60 guineas in order 
to defend him; upon which an action was 
brought againſt Mr. Brooks. There was a 
motioa made in the Court of Common Pleas, 


which application took up two terms ; there was 


a. rule made, and my Lord Chief Juſtice ordered 


Mr. Brooks to return 40 guineas and pay the 


coſt, upon ſeeing the extravagancy of the bill, 


Mr. Wilkinſon always declared himſelf ready to | 


ſurrender, as foon as eyer he got his papers out 
of Mr. Brooks's hands. (He tales à paper in his 
hand.) I received this dbrder the 24th of Feb. 


and made enquiry about the outlawry. This 


is the ſubſtance of what I took from the Sheriffs 
books for the County of Middleſex; I found 
the outlawry would not be compleated till Sep- 
tember, ſo. I adviſed him not to ſurrender till 
then. : 1 
Q. Could he have been prepared with bis 
defence before ? | | | 

Delaporte. Yes, I believe he could laſt Seſſions; 
that he did not ſurrender was by my advice; 
- Mr. Serjeant Davey having been retained for tum, 


and not being able to attend this Court, was 


.the reaſon he did not take his trial then. 
+ Y. How long have you been concerned for 


him? 
Exe Delaparte. 


— —— —ů —— 
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Delaporte. But à little before I gave. notice to 
Mr. Sharp, which was in Auguſt, 1755 

9. What papers have been this day uſed that 
were in the hands of Mr. Brooks? 

Delaporte. Not One, 1 thought there were 
ſome material ones. 8; Ty N | | 


Priſoner. A brief could not have been formed, 
had I not been ſerved with every paper which E 
can now produce; my whole brief is an extract 
from papers. When I came from abroad, I ex- 
pected my brief was prepared, and was for giv- 
ing notice of trial. I did not ſee my attorney 
for ſix weeks after, and he ſecreted my papers; 
[ was told by gentlemen, I ſhould not have a 
brief prepared in 12 months; ſo I went to this 
gentleman, Synge was minifter to the Savoy, 
but Dr. Pratt was not; where the new church 
ſtands now, there it was the inhabitants met; 
Dr. Pratt was lecturer, and preached. always in 
the aſternoon, and the Lords of the Treaſury 
never once appointed him miniſter. I have now 
eight 22 Arrear, and am 500l. out of pocket. 
1he Lutheran Miniſter (J ſpeak feelingly) thall 
receive 40l. a year, the Quakers Meeting ſhall 
be chearfully repaired, but the Church of Eng- 
land Chapel is ſcarce fit for a ſtable. I know, 
my Lord, what is the foundation and the bitter- 
neſs of this proſecution ;---becauſe I know too 
much of the tricks of ſome people; I know how 
this ariſes; there are eſtates appropriated for this 
ule, but they are ſunk, and become the ſubjects 
of rapine and plunder., I married this way oc- 
caſionally for 28 years, that woman's father was: 
miniſter, and I lived in the houſe with- them. 
As to 1400 couple, I don't know how the 
Clerk came to make that blunder ; I have not. 

married 
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married 1400 in 30 years. This woman was 
confounded, and could not diſtinguiſh Miniſter 
from Lecturer. 1 acquainted Mr. Sharp, that 
if he would pay me the 1300). I would quit the 
place. This proſecution has been carried on with 
the moſt unrelenting malise. I acquainted the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, I was willing to 
give up all, on having my Arrears paid. Mur- 
der has been bailed, treaſon has been - bailed, but 
I could not be bailed. 
Council for the Crown. You never ſ ien. 
W e I knew the conſequence of that too 
we 
_ *Countil for the Crown: They have! brow zht i it 
down only to the year 1724, of a marriage by 
licence from the Biſhop of London; I directed 
ſearch to be made in the Office for granting 


; licences, and there are a vaſt number of licences . 


for marriages in the Savo voy by the Biſhop of Lon- 
don, and the Biſhop of anterbury. 


John Herting. He produced a 10s. This i is the. 


original book of al'egations for licences in the 
Biſhop of London's Office. | 

He reads ſever:|, beginning Feb. 25, 1722, 
and ſo carried on to the year 1750, each praying 
to ſolemnize marriage in the Savoy. 


- Philip More produced a book. This is a volume 


of allepations for licences, that I brought from 
the Vicar Genetal's Office, belonging to the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

One is read, dated March 27, 1655, where 
marriage is prayed to be ſolemnized at St. Mary 


le Savoy. 
. Council for the Priſoner. Are there licences 


aways granted i in Ne F r of theſe allega- 


tions! 14 
Herring. 


W PI PI 
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Herring. No doubt of that, it is done every 
Wy; | * 
'9. Were the couples all married in conſe- 
quence thereof ? 18 5 

Herring. I don't know that. 

What was your direction to ſearch for 
marriages, at St. Mary in the Savoy, or St. 
Jobn Baptiſt's? | | 

Herring. I know every Church and Chapel in 
London, and know there is but one in the Savoy; 
] take them to be one. 1 ä 

2. Whether you don't know there is a ſe- 
cret place that is called by the name of St. Mary 
le Savoy, diſtin from the Chapel of St. John 
Baptiſt ! 

Herring. There is not. 


2, How long hate you belonged to that 


office ? 


Herring. I have be'onged to it above 20 
years; we make theſe entries at the time the 
licence is granted. | 

Another allegation was read, dated Feb. 1740. 

D: to Philip More. Are there many in your 
book, where marriage is prayed to be ſolemnized 


at St. Mary le Savoy, or St. John Baptiſt in the . 


Savoy? | 

More. Here is a liſt of upwards of 200 of them, 
from the gth of February 1675, to the year 1741, 
ſome in every year; here is one where the couple 
are both inhabitants of the precinct, and to be 
married only in that place; and hundreds of 
others that lived in different places, to be mar- 
ned only in that place; ſometimes it is called 
| the pariſh Church of St. Mary le Savoy. Guilty. 

Tibe tranſported for I4 years. | 


The 
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4 © % hg. 


The Trial of Euckx Ang, far dur 
der. 


| 1 F 2 555 held for the est of York, 
= Aug. 3 * 1759) - ICHARD HOUSE- | 
MAN, "EUGENE ARAM, and HENRY 
TERRY; were indicted for the murder off 
Daniel Clirke, in the night between the 7th: and N 
8th of Feb. 1744-5. | 
Richard Houſeman was firſt tried, but the 4 
evidence not being ſufficient to convict e by 7 
was acquitted, 
Nou, all acceſſarios, of accomplices, in mur 
der, in the eye of the law, are deemed princi q 
pals; and though the court were convinced 
from various circumſtances” in his trial, thai 
Houſeman was, ſome way or other concerne 
in the fact, yet as there was no direct proof off 
it, the Jury could not find him guilty. Being 
thus acquired, he was entirely at liberty to giv 
his evidence againſt Eugene Aram, the prin 
cipal, who actually committed the murder. Thai 
court accordingly. admitted him as a witneſs, an 
he was ſworn to ſpeak the truth. | 
Richard Houſeman then gave his evidence if 
but with ſuch caution, and reluCtance, that ii 
was plain that mere neceſſity obliged him to ac 
cuſe a man of a crime, in which himfelf had to 
near a concern. Beſides, he was fearful, 1: 
| he ſhould involve himſelf in what he ſhould de 
clate againſt the artner of his iniquity, and b 
confeſſing the fact, which could not be provec 
againſt Him on his own trial, he ſhould lay him 
— ſelf open to the law, and be -again v—_ 
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for the crime of which he had been already ac” 
quitted: ſo that he could not give his-evidence 
with that fulneſs and clearneſs, as a perſon 
quite diſintereſted would have done. 

He was firſt aſked, whether he knew Daniel 
Clarke of Knareſborough ; how long ſince he 
was acquainted with him ; and whether he could 
tell any thing concerning the manner of his 
death? | 2 | 
Houſeman anſwered, that he knew Daniel 
Clarke very well ; that he had been acquainted 
with him ſome years before his death, which 
happened in the beginning of the year 1 745: 
The Court then aſked him, if he did not 
know in what manner Clarke came by his death; 
if he did not know or believe he was murdered, 
and by whom? and particularly whether he 
was not killed by the prifoner at the bar? 

To this Houſeman anſwered, though with a 
trembling voice, and a viſible confuſion in his 
face, that ſince he was under the ſanction of 
an oath to ſpeak the truth, he would no longer 
burden his conſcience with the concealment of 
facts, which ought long ſince to have ſeen the 
light, and been puniſhed with the utmoſt rigour 
of the law. That tis true, that in accuſing 
Aram he could nat entirely acquit himſelf; yet, 
ſince it was the will of Heaven that this murder 
ſhould be diſcovered, after it had been fo long 
buried in oblivion, he would no longer oppoſe 
it, by endeavouring to ſtifle the knowledge of 
ſo heinous a crime, or ſcreen the guilty from 
the ſtroke of juſtice, That he did very well re- 
member the time, manner, and occaſion of 
Clarke's death ; that it happened in the night 
between the 7th and Bth of Feb. 1744-5, in 


4 


Vorl. IV. U this 
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this manner, v/z. After paſſing above two hourg 
to and fro between their ſeveral houſes: in; con- 
ſulting by what ways and means to diſpoſe of 
various goods which Clarke had in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, and to ſettle ſome notes relating theres, 
Aram, the priſoner, - propoſed firſt to Clarke, 
and then to him the witneſs, to take a walk 
aut of town. This was agreed to, and accord- 
ingly they walked into a field at a little diſ- 
tance from the town, where there is a cave, 
well known in that country by the name of 
St. Robert's cave. That when they came into 
the ſaid field, Aram and Clarke went over the 
hedge towards the cave; and being come within 
ſx or eight yards of it, be ſaw Aram ſtrike 
Clarke ſeveral times; and at laſt ſaw him fall, 
but never ſaw him after wards. | 231 


| The Court then aſked him, what zültrüment 


or weapon it was with which Aram ſtruck 


Clarke? 


Houſeman replied, that he ſaw no weapon 
or inſtrument in his hand, and did not know 


that he had any, ſo far as he could ſee at the 


diſtance he was from them, and it being like- 
wiſe in the night, he could not ſwear poſi- 
tively to a fact, of which he was not very cer- 
tain. That he did not interpoſe, or any way 
{trive to prevent the perpetration of this horrid 
crime; ticr did he make any noiſe, call out, 
or cauſe an alarm to be made, in order to 
apprehend the criminal, and bring him to juſ- 
tice. 11 hear: . 8 
Upon which the Court aſked him why he 
did not aſterwards make a diſcovery, ſince he 
could not but know, that he was bound in 
duty both to his country and to public juſtice, 
21412 0 to 
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to bring ſuch à notorious offender to condign 
puniſhwent'? 17 1.590320 on bat Bt 

His anſwer was, that Aram threatened: to 
take away his life, if he made any diſco - 
4 very, 1 N 2770 1 911 19394 9 - 
4 From a view of Houſeman's evidence, it 
is not (improbable to ſuppoſe; that Clarke's 
death was previouſly concerted between them; 
and that their end in perpetrating it was, to 
make themſelves entirely maſters of all the goods 
in Clarke's poſſeſſion. This appears plain enough 
from theic ſettling and adjuſting their accounts 
at home, and then — the unhappyf 
man to take a walk in the fields 1a the night. 

In order to corroborate Houſeman's evidence, 
by other concurring circumſtances, ſeveral other 
witneſſes were called. The firſt was the man 
(whoie name we do not recollect) who made 
the: flrſt dio ẽ,j fo e 167 

He depoſed, that in digging for lime-ſtone, 
near the place called St. Robert's Cave, he 
found the bones of a human body. Wondring 
how this ſnould come to paſs, and why a body 
ſhould be buried in ſuch a lonely: place, he be- 
gan to ſuſpect that ſome perſon had been mur- 
dered and buried there, the better to conceal 
it from the knowledge of the public. On his 
turn to town he told ſeveral perſons of the 
affair; ſo that at length it became the ſubject of 
e unmon converſation. This occaſioned various 
conjectures and ſuſpicions: and among the telt 
it was remembered, that about fifteen years ago, 
one Daniel Clarke had abſented himſelf all of 
a ſudden, and had never been ſeen nor heard 
of ſince. Upon this ſome of them recolleReds 
that they had heard a woman in the tow'n de- 
U 2 clares 
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clare, that ſhe had it in her power to hang her 
hyſband (who had been abſent from her ſeveral 
Log and ſome others in that neighbour. 
00G, ene 5 1 * ä 
Other witneſſes were then called to prove, 
that Daniel Clarke did buy upon credit, and 
likewzſe borrow among his friends and acquain- 
tance, a large quantity of ſilver plate, jewels, 
watches, rings, &c. One, that he fold him a 
large ſilver tankard, another à ſilver pepper- 
box, milk- pot, ſaucers, ſpoons &c. pretending, 
that a merchant of London had ſent him an or- 
der to buy as much ſilver plate as he could, it 
being deſigned for exportation. And as they 
knew Clarke very well, they had no reaſon to 
iuſpect his veracity, his character as an honeft 
man having never been called in queſtion. 
They therefore gave him the credit he deſired, 
upon his promiſe, that he would pay for the 
goods as focn as he ſhould have a remittance 
trom the merchant, - which would be as ſoon as 
| he $eceived. ben 
As to thoſe whoſe watches, or other curi- 
of:ties he borrowed, he pretended. it was only 
to takę patterns of them for the beſt taſhions, 
by which he might direct the making of others, 
which ſome gentlemen of his acquaintance had 
ordered bim to get finiſhed in the beſt and 
neweſt mode. They having no rcafon to (at 
pect him of any ill. deſign, made no ſcruple to 
oblige, bim with what he wanted. '- 
All of them agreed in this, that none of them 
had | the leaſt ſuſpicion of his intention to de- 
fraud them, till his fudden diſappearance in the 
month of February, 1744-5. Then indeed 
they all concluded he was gone off oO 
eltects, 
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effects, and that he had laid this Thene for 

urpoſe; and as he had never been 
OT that- time, it was the — 
opinion he was gone a voyage to ſome foreign 
country, in order to diſpoſe of thoſe goods 
he had ſ> wickedly defrauded them of. 

This was the ſubſtance of the evidence given 
by theſe witneſſes; which, though only circum- 
tantial, yet was fufficient to corroborate that 
given by- { rating who only was witneſs to 
— fact itſelf, and ſaw the prifonet commit the 
murder. 

From the whole it manifeſtly a and 
the Court and Jury were entirely ſatisfied, 
that the bones of the human body, which 
were found in the obſcure place abovemen- 
tioned, was the body of Daniel Clarke, who 
bad been murdered, and there buried by Eugene 
Aram, the p iſoner, at the time; and in the 
manner ſpeciſied in the indictment. © 

Aram, indeed, afked the witnefles FOR 
queſtions, to try if, by their anſwers, he could 
invalidate their evidence : but they were all 
uniform and conſiſtent with each other and 
with themſelves. Particularly as to Houſem in, 
Aram; deſired he might be aſked how he could 
de ſo poſitive as to ſwear that he ſaw him 
Krike Clarke, when he | himſelf all >ws that 
this was all done in the night, in the depth 
of Winter, in the month 05 February, when 
every body knows the nights are very dark? 

0 this Houſeman anſwered, that though 
mis was done in the night, yet the Moon 
was then up, and though by the interpoſition 
of clouds, ſhe did not give much light, yer 
u was light enough to diſtinguiſfi objects ac 
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a ſmall diftance, though not very diſtinctly, 
he could ſee by the motion of his hand, — 
he... was. ſtriking Clarke, though be "ould 
Fei perceive the weapon with which he firuck 
im 

Aram then defired he might be aſked, at what 
diſtance he was from bim, "when he law him 
firike Clarke? 
Houſeman ee that to the beſt of his 
| judgment. and recollection, he believes that 
Aram and Clarke were about ten or a do- 
zen yards on the other fide of the hedg 
when he ſaw him ftrike Clarke, who fell under 
his blows. 
Another queſtion Aram deſired might be put 
to Houſeman was, why he did not go over the 
| hedge into the field along with him and Clarke, 
fu they came out together, and had no bu- 
_ to talk of but what concerned them 
a 

This was a ſhrewd queſtion, a true and di- 
rect anſwer to which might poſſibly have affected 
the witneſs too much; to- ſay that he knew what 
Aram's deſign was, and — he ſtaid behind on 
purpoſe to give him an opportunity to effect 
what he was about, would have been to confeſs | 
himſelf an acceſſary. And therefore be humbly | 
- hoped, the court would not oblige him to an- 
ſwer a queſtion, the anſwer to which might im- 
ply an accuſation of bimſelf, and might havea 
tendency to bring his own _ in danger. And 
the court, who ſaw plainly enough through tbe 
lendency of the queſtion, freed him from the 
embarraſſment, by giving him the liberty not to | 
ae it if he forelaw that by it he fhauld | 


14 
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de forced . higaſelfys which. the law aue 


ao man to do. bes 


The priſoner was Ros aſked; if. Ss nad any 


Ane or whether he had any thing to. offer 
in his own defence ? 

Aram anſwered, that it was impoſſible tam, 
after ſo long an interval as had paſſed ſince the 
commiſſion of the fact with which he was. charg- 
ged to produce any witneſſes in his juftification. 
That thoſe who could have been of: uſe to him 

on this occaſion, were either dead, or ſo diſ- 
perſed about the kingdom that he knew not 
=> to find them; but hoped the court would 
conſider, that all the evidence againſt him was no 
more than circumſtantial, except that of Houſe- 
man, who, it plainly appeared, was an acceſſary 
to the fact, tho' he had been accquitted; and 
the reſore fſubmiited it to the court, becher 
his evidence ought to be of any weight withthe 
ur 
| * ury. found him Guilty. Death; but 
a F ey, againſt whom the proof 
was not ſulficient to fix. the: crime upon 
him. 

The defence which * * in court, being 
more artful and in better language than is often 


beard under criminal Profecuuions, we have here 
viven it. 11011 b my 


c My lord, 5 
| kk not whether i it is of right, or through 
* ſome indulgence of your lordſhip, that I am al- 
© lowed the liberty at this bar, andat this time, to 
attempt a defence; incapable, and uninfiracted, 
'as I am to ſpeak. Since, while I ſee fo many 
* eyes, upon me, ſo numerous and awful a con- 
* courle, txed with attention, and filled with 


* I know 
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© {know not what expectancy, I labour not with 
* guilt, my lord, but with perplexity, For hav- 
* mg never ſeen a court but this, being wholly 
© unacquainted with law, the cuſtoms of the 
© bar, and all judiciary proceedings, I fear I ſhall 
de ſo little capable of ſpeaking with propriety 
in this place, that it exceeds my hope, if I ſhall 
be able ro ſpeak at all. 

+ I have heard, my lord, the indictment read, 
* wherein I find myſelf charged with the higheſt 
crime; with an enormity I am altogether in- 
© capable of; a fact, to the commiſſion of which 
© tnere goes far mo e inſenfibility of heat, more | 
« profligacy of morais, than ever feil to my lot. 
And nothing poſhbly co l have admitted a pre- 
« ſumpuon. of this nature, but a depravi:y, not 
infetior to that imputed to me. However, as 
© I ftand. indicted at your lordſhip's bar, and 
have heard what is called evidence induced in 
* ſupport of ſuch a charge, | very humbly ſollicit 
© your lordſhip's patience, and beg the hearing | 
of this reſpectable audience, while I, fingle and 
+ unſkilful, deſti ute of friends, and unaſſiſted by 
© council, ſay ſomething perhaps like argument, } 
in my defence. I ſhal} conſume but little of 
© your lordſhip's time; what I have to ſay will | 
© be thoit, and this brevity, probably, will be 
© the beſt part of it; however, it is, offered with 
all poſſible regard, and the greateſt ſubmiſſion 
to your lordſhip's confideration, and that ofthis 
© honuurable.cowt. | | 
. * Firſt my lord, the whole tenor of my con- 
duct in life contradicts every particular of this 
< indictment. Yet I had never faid this, did not 
my prefent circumſtances extort it from me, 
and ſeem to make it neceſlary. hay me 

1 tie, 
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' here, my lord, to call upon malignity itſelf 
ſo long and cruelly buſied in this proſeeution- 
to charge upon me any N of which 
© prejudice was not the author. o, my lord, 
I concerted not ſchemes of fraud, projected no 
violence, injured no man's perſon or property. 
i My days were honeſtly laborious, my nights in- 
* tenſely ſtudious. And I humbly conceive, my 
notice of this, eſpecially at this time, will not 
de thought impertinent, or unſtaſonable ; 
but, at leaſt, deſerving ſome attention: becauſe, 
my lord, that any perſon, after a temperate 
\ uſe of life, a ſeries of thinking and acting re- 
„gulaily, and without one ſingle deviation from 
ſobriety, ſhould plunge into the very depth of 
' profligacy, n and at cnce, is altoge- 
* ther improbable and unprecedented, and abio- 
© Jutely incorfiſtent with the courſe of things. 
Mankind is never corrupted at once; villainy 
' 15 always progreſBve, and declines from right, 
' ſtep after ſtep, til every regard of probity is 
' loſt, and every ſenſe of all moral obligations 
totally periſhes, ly FX; 

' Again, my lord, a ſuſpicion of this kind, 
* which nothing but malevolenee could enter- 
* tain, and ignorance propagate, is violently op- 
* poted by my very fituation at that time, with 
' (eſpe to health: For, but a little ſpace before, 
had been confined to my bed, and ſuffered ' 


=. 


under a very long and ſevere diſorder, and was 


not able, for half a year together, ſo much as 
to walk. The diſtemper left me indeed, yet 
' fowly and in part; but ſo macerated, ſo en- 
" feebled, that 1 was reduced to crutches ; and 
was ſo far from being well about the time 1 
am charged with this fact, that 1 never to _ | 
« day 
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day perfectly recovered. - Could then à perfon | 
© in this condition take any thing into his head 
* ſo unlikely, ſo extravagant? I, paſt the vigoutr 
* of my age, feeble and valetudinary, wich bo 
© inducement to engage, no ability to accompliſh, 2 
no weapon wherewith to perpetrate ſuch a fat; * 
© without intereſt, without power, without mo- 
© tive, without means. 3 3: 228 SAP OTE 0207 
- © Beſides, it muſt needs occur to every one, 
© that an action of this atrocious nature is never 
© heard of; but, when its ſprings are laid open, 
© it appears that it was to ſupport ſome indo- | 
* lence, or ſupply ſome luxury, to- ſatisfy ſome 
* avarice, or oblige ſome malice; to prevent 
* ſome real, or ſome imaginary want: Let [ 
lay not under the influence of any one of theſe, 
«* Surely,» my lord, I may conſiſtent with both Þ 
truth and modeſty, affirm thus much; and 
none who have any veracity, and knew me, 
* will ever queſtion this. t 
In the ſecond place, the diſappearance of 
© Clark is ſuggeſted as an argument of his being 
© dead: but the uncertainty of ſuch an in- 
, ference from that, and the fallibility of all 
concluſions of ſuch a ſort, from fuch a cr- 
cumſtance, are too obvious, and too notorious, | 
to require inſtances: yet, ſuperſeding many, | 
permit me to produce a very recent one, and 
that afforded by this caflle. | 
In June, 1757, William Thompion, for al 
* the vigilance of this place, in open day light, 
and double ironed, made his eſcape; and, not- 
* withſtanding an immediate enquiry ſet on foot, 
the ſtticteſt ſearch, and all advertiſement, Was 
never ſeen or heard of ſince. If then I homp- 
* fon got off unſeen, through all theſe difficul- 


e 


ties 


Ae dun» e 


© ties, how very eaſy was it for Clark, when none 
of them oppoſed him? but what would be 
thought of a proſecution commenced againſt 


any One ſeen laſt with Thompſon. 
permit me, next, my lord, to obſerve a little 


upon the bones which have been difcovered. 


t is ſaid, which perhaps is ſaying very far, that 
theſe are the ſkeleton of a man. Ii is poſſible 
indeed it may: but is there any certain known 


( criterion, - which inconteſtibly diſtinguiſhes the 
i ſex in human bones? let it be conſidered, my 
lord, whether the afcertaining of this point 

© ought not to precede: any attempt to identify 


them, 


Tae place of their depoſitum too claims 
© much more attention than is commonly beſtow- 


(ed upon it: for, of all places in the world, 


none could have mentioned any one, wherein 
there way greater certainty of finding human 
˖ 


bones than a hermitage: except he ſhould 
point, out a church yard : hermitages, in time 
' paſt, being not only places of religious retire- 
ment, but of burial too. And it has fcaree 
* or never been heard of, but that every cell now 
known, contains, or contained, theſe relicts of 
* humanity ; ſome mutilated, and ſome entire. 
Ido not inform, but give me leave to remind, 
your lordſhip, that here ſat falitary ſanctity, 
and here the hermit, or the anchoreſs, hoped 
that repoſe for their bones, when dead, they 
* here enjoyed when living. OI 
« All this while, my lord, I am fenfible this 


1s known to your lordſhip, and many in this 


court, better than I. But it ſeems neceſſary to 


my caſe that others, who have not at all, per- 
haps, adverted to things of this nature, and may 


have 
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have concern in my trial, ſhould be made ac 
quainted with it. Suffer me then, my lord, tf 
produce a few of many evidences, that theſM 
cells were uſed as repoſitories of the dead, an 
to enumerate a few, in which human bone 
have been found, as it happened in this in queſtiMf 
on; left, to ſome, that accident might ſeen 
12 and, conſequently, occaſion pre 
udice. | 
{ I. ** The bones, as was ſuppoſed, of thi 
Saxon St. Dubritius, were diſcovered buried if 
his cell at Guy's cliff near Warwick, as ap 
pears from the authority of Sir William Dus 
dale. 7 | 
2. "The bones, thought to be thoſe offi 
the anchoreſs Roſia, were but lately diſcovereM 
in a cell at Royſton, entire, fair, and undecayM 
ed, though they muſt have lain interred fo 
_ ſeveral centuries, as is p.oved by Dr. Stukely 
. * But our own country, nay, almoſt thi 
neighbourhood, ſupplies another inſtance: fo 
in January, 1747, Was found, by Mr. Stovinfl 
accompanied by a reverend gentleman, the bone 
in part, of ſome recluſe, in the cell at Lind 
holm, near Hatfield. They were believed tq; 
be . thoſe of William of Lindholm, a hermit 
who had long made This cave his habitation, Il 
1 Febrvary, 1744, part of Woburn 
abbey being pulled down, a large portion of 
corpſe appeared, even with the fleſh on, any 
which bore cutting with a knife; though it i 
certain this had lain above 200 years, and how 
much longer is doubtful; for this abbey wa 
founded in 1145, and diſſolved in 1538 or 9. 


What 
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« What would have been ſaid, what believed, 
f this had been an accident to the bones in 
ueſtion? TY 5 
Farther, my lord, it is not yet out of living 
memory, that a little diſtance from Knareſ- 
borough, in a field, part of the manor of the 
worthy and patriot baronet, who does that bo- 
rough the honour to. repreſent it in parlia- 
ment, were found, in digging for gravel, not 
one human ſkeletoa only, but five or ſix de- 
poſited fide by fide, with each an urn placed at 
its head, as your lordſhip knows was uſual in 
antient interments. | 74M 
About the ſame time, and in another field, 
almoſt cloſe to this borough, was diſcovered 
alſo, in ſearching for gravel, another human 
ſkeleton ; but the piety of the ſame worthy | 
gentleman ordered both the pits to be filled up 
* again, commendably unwilling to diſturb the 
dead. | | 

Is the invention of theſe bones forgotten, 
then, or induſtriouſly concealed, that the diſ- 
covery of thoſe in queſt © 1 may appear the more 
* ſingular and extraordinary? whereas, in fact, 
there is nothing extraordinary in it. My lord, 
© almoſt every place conceals ſuch remains. In 
fields, in hills, in highway ſides, in commons, 
© lie frequent and unſuſpected bones. And our 
* preſent allotments for reſt for the departed, 1s 
* but of ſome centuries. 

Another particular ſeems not to claim a 
© little of your lordſhip's notice, and that of the 
gentlemen of the jury; which is, that perhaps 
© no example occurs of more than one ſkeleton 
being found in one cell: and in the cell in queſ- 
tion was found but one; agreeable, in this, 

Vor. IV, - FF 1 
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to the peculiarity of every other known cell in 


© Britain, Not the invention of one ſkeleton, Þ 
then, but of two, would have appeared ſuſ- 


© picious and uncommon. -- =--= 


But it ſeems another ſkeleton has been dif- ; 
covered by ſome labourer, which was full as 


t confident 1 averred to be Clark's as this. Mͤy 
© lord, mu 


© it more criminal accidentally to name where 
bones lie, than accidentally to find where they 
$ lie ? 


it the conſequence of death; was it owing 
© to violence, or was it the effect of natural de- 
* cay? if it was violence, was that violence be- 


© fore or after death? My lord, in May 1732, 
the remains of William, lord archbiſhop of 


this province, wete taken up, by permiſſion, in 
© this cathedral, and the bones of the ſkull were 
© found broken; yet certainly he died by no vic- 
$ lence offered to him alive, that could occaſion 
« that fracture there. 

Let it be conſidered, my lord, that, upon 
the diſſolution of religious houſes, and the 
© commencement of the refo1mation, the ravages 
© of thoſe times both affected the living and the 
dead. In ſearch after imaginary treaſures, 
© coffins were broken up, graves and vaults dug 
© open, monuments ranſacked, and ſhrines de- 
moliſhed; and ir did, about the beginning of the 

FR 6 reign 


ſome of the living, if it promotes 
© ſome intereſt, be made anſwerable for all the ® 
bones that earth has concealed, and chance ex-, 
| ©* poſed? and might not a place where bones 
© lay, be mentioned by a perſon by chance, as 
© well as found by a labourer by chance? or, is 


Here too is a human ſkull produced, which 
© is fractured; but was this the cauſe, or was 
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ſuffer not the violences, the depredations, and 
the iniquities of thoſe times, to be imputed to- 
this. ; 

Moreover, what gentleman here is igno- 
rant that Knareſborough had a eaſtle; which, 
though now a ruin, was once conſiderable both 
for its ſtrength and garriſon. All know it 
was vigorouſly beſieged by the arms of the par- 
(liament: at which ſiege, in ſallies, conflicts, 
flights, purſuits, many fell in all the places 
wund it; and where they fell were buried; 
for every place, my lord, is burial earth in 
war; and many, queſtionleſs, of theſe, 
Y (ft ye: unknown, whoſe bones futurity ſhall 


v diſcover. 


what has been ſaid will not be thought im- 


de far from the wiſdom, the learning, and 
the integrity of this place, to impute to the 


*terred ; or what war alone may have deſtroyed, 

alone depoſited. | | 
As to the circumſtances that have been rak'd 

together, I have nothing to obſerve; but that 


and have been but too frequently found lament- 
'ably fallible; even the ſtrongeſt have failed. 
They may riſe to the utmoſt degree of pro- 


' luffered upon circumſtances, becauſe of the 
* fudden diſappearance pron lodger, Who. was 
2 in 


hope, with all imaginable fubmiſſion, that 
pertinent to this indictment; and that it will 
living What zeal in its fury may have done; 


* what nature may have taken off, and piety in- 


all circumſtances. whatſoever are precarious. 


* dability; yet are they but probability till, 
Why need. I name to your lordſhip the two 
Harriſons recorded by Dr. Howel, who both 


(of queen Elizabeth. I entreat your lordſhip 


* 
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in credit, had contracted debts, borrowed 
, money, and went off unſeen, and returned a 
gieat many years after their execution. Why 


name the intricate affair of Jaques du Moulin, 


under king Charles II. related by a gentleman 
who was council for the crown: and why 
the unhappy Coleman, who ſuffered innocent, 
tho'* convicted upon poſitive evidence, and 
whoſe children periſhed for want, becauſe the 
world uncharitably believed the father guilty, 
Why mention the perjury of Smith, incau- 
c tiouſly admitted king's evidence; who, to ſcreen 
. himfelf,.equally accuſed Faircloth and Loveday 
g of the murder of Dunn; the firſt of whom, 

in 1749, was executed at Winchefler; and 
* Loveday was about to ſuffer at Reading, had not 
Smith been proved pe jured, to the fatisfaon 


SE 7 OR” A MY 


* of the court, by the ſurgeon of the Goſpoit | 


© hoſpitah. | 


Now, my lord, having endeavoured to ſhew | 
© that the whole of this proceſs is altogether Þ 
© repugnant to every part of my life; that it is 
* inconfiſtent with my condition of health about 
that time; that no rational inference ,can te Þ 
© drawn, that a perſon is dead who ſuddenly } 
« diſappears ; that hermitages were the conſtant | 
© repoſitories of the bones of the recluſe; that te 


revolutions in religion, or the fortune of war, 
© has mangled, or buried, the dead; the con- 
© cluſion remains perhaps, no leſs reaſonably 
© than impatiently wiſhed for. I, laſt, after 2 


year's confinement, equal to either fortune, 


put myſelf upon the candor, the juſtice, 
© and the humanity. of your lordſhip, and 
© upon yours, my countrymen, gentlemen. of the 
Jury. SORT 


Being 
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Being returned to the priſon, he could not be 
prevailed upon to make any other confeſſion, 
than that he juſtly deſerved the puniſnment 
which the law had denounced againſt him. 
And in the morning of execution, the keeper 
going to his cell, to bring him out, found him al- 
moſt expiring, having with a razor, cut his left 
arm above the elbow, and a little above the 
wriſt, but miſſed the artery; by which means he 
had loſt ſo much blood, that he was rendered 
very weak. A ſurgeon: was ſent for who pre- 
ſently ſtopt the bleeding, and he was carried to 
the place of execution; where, though he was 
quite ſenſible, yet ſo feeble: that he could not 
ſtand; a clergyman prayed: with him, but being 
in ſo weak a condition, he was incapable of 
giving any attention. He was then executed, 
and his body carried to Knaresborough Foreſt, 
where it was hung in ghains, in that part of 
it which is neateſt to the town. 71 


n 
— 


—_— Lia — —_— 
| " RETRO ye RE; Us 
2 MF EI n 8 A e 8 


FI 
Memoirs of the Life, Trial, and dying Be- 
5 N haviour of Earl FEAR ERS, convicted for 
. ; Mur aer . : * 
0 | , 
. AURENCE Earl FERRERS was deſcended 
1 4 of a very antient and honourable family. 
a WW many of whoſe branches have been diſtinguiſhed 
„ por their virtues, their loyalty, and their valour. , 
„ Nor would this unfortunate earl have been any 
d dilgrace to his anceſtors, had not he in his early 
e outh imbibed the vices of the age, particular- 
2 which inflamed his paſſions, and 
8 X 3 5 armed 
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armed him with a brutal fury, for he was a ver 


ſenſible man when ſober, and even on his tria 


diſcovered very acute and penetiating parts, and 
a mind temarkably retennve. Re 003. 0: 
In the year 1752 he mainied the youngeſt 
daughter of Sir William Meredith; but his cruel 
uſage of this worthy lady, rema kable for the 
mildneſs of her diſpoſition, and the moſt en- 


gaging ſweetneſs of manners, obliged her to ap- 


ply to parliament for redreſs; and accordingly an 
act paſſed about two years ſince by which they 
were ſeparated. | 

But drunkenneſs was not his lordſhip's only 
vice; he even made it ſubſervient to others; for 
when ſober he was continually laying ſchemes 
to mortify others, and to be revenged on thoſe 
whohad affronted him, which he executed when 
in liquor, as then he thought himſelf leſs liable 
to cenſure. | 

In the year 1756, his lordſhip was at Derby- 
ſhire races, when he run his mare againſt a horſe 


belonging to M- for 501. which he had the 


- pleaſure to win. On their returning from the 
races, they with ſome other gentlemen, ſpent 
* the evening together, and drank very freely. 
While the glaſs was paſſing round, the Cap- 
tain having heard that his lordſhip's mare was 
with foal, jocoſely mentioned his 2 his 

horſe againſt his lordſhip's mare at the end of 


ſeven months. His lordſhip imagining this was. 


a ſcheme laid to impofe upon him, flew into a 
rage, a quarrel aroſe, and he left Derby about 
three o'clock in the morning, to go to his own 
ſieat at Stanton in Leiceſterſhire, and on his ar- 
rival there immediately went to bed. But he 
did not defign that tne affair ſhould end ws 


c ET 
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At eight o'clock in the morning he rang his bell 
for a ſervant; and on one of them entering the 
room, he aſked if he knew how Capt. M 
came to be informed that his mare was with 
foal, by which he had like to have been drawn 
in for another wager?” the ſervant replied, he 
could not tell, unlets it was from the groom, 
who was thereupon ſent for, but denied the 
ſact. His lordſhip the evening before had engaged 
the Captain and other gentlemen, to dine with 
him that day, and a ſervant was now ſent to re- 
mind them of their promiſe z his lordſhip ſwear- 
ing they had uſed him ill, and he was reſolved 
to invent ſome ſcheme to be revenged of them 
before they left his houſe. - The ſervant went ac- 
cordingly, but they were -ſo diſguſted with his 
lordſhip's behaviour, that they would not come 
near him. Enraged at this diſappointment of 
his revenge, he now flew on his ſervants, and 
beat them all in their turns with his horſewhip, 
kicking, and throwing any thing at their heads 
that came in his way. | , : 

The earl having once ſent for a barrel of oy- 
ſters from London, which not proving good, 
he ordered one of his ſervants to ſwear that the 
carrier had changed them: but the honeſt man 
immediately replying, that it was impoffible for 
him to take ſuch an oath, the earl flew in a 
rage, ſuddenly: ſtabbed him in the breaft with 
a knife, knocked him down with a blow on 
the head with a candleſtick, and kicked him on 
the groin with ſuch violence, that even now 
he is unable to hold his water; and at parti- 
_ times feels the effects of the blow on his 
cad, BÞ1 1% 


Capt, 
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Capt. Shirley and his wife paying a viſit to the 

Earl and Counteſs at Stanton; the Earl one 
nigbt quarrelled with. bis brother the Captain, 
and ſuddenly leaving the room, ran up ſtairs 
with a large claſp knife in his hand, which he 
uſually carried about him. Meeting one of the 
fervants, he aſked where his Lady was, and 
was told he believed ſhe was in her room. The 
Earl ſoon after ordered him to come into the 
room to him, which he had no ſooner done than 
he bid him load a brace of piſtols with a brace 
of bullets in each. The ſervant obeyed, but the 
apprehenſion of the miſchief the Earl might do 
with them, prvented his priming them. He 
gave them to the Earl, who finding them un- 
primed, damn'd him, and primed them himſelf. 
Which he had no ſooner done than he told the 
fervant, that he would blow out his brains if 
he did not immediately go down, and ſhoot his 
brother the Captain: when the man hefitating. 
at this dreadful alternative, his lordſhip clapped 
one of the piſtols. to his breaſt, and ſnapt it at 
him, but it happily. miſſed fire, "Fhe Counteſs *Þ 
inſtantly fell on her knees, and with tears im 
her eyes, begged his lordſhip to be pacified, but 
in return he damn'd her, and holding one of 
the piſtols at her head, ſwore he would blow her 
brains out if ſhe interrupted. him. Mean while 
the ſervant, ſlipping out of the room, went down 
into the parlour, and informed: the Captain of 
his brother's inhuman intention. At this news 
the Captain went up ſtairs to his Lady, who' 
was gone to bed, and deſired her to get up, 
which ſhe did, and though it was two o'clock- 
in the morning, they both left the houſe imme- 


diately. | 
Mr. 
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Mr. Johnſon, the perſon who felt the deſtruc- 
tive effects of his unbounded fury, had been em- 
ployed by the Ferrers family from his youth, 
and was always remarkably exact and regular 
in his accounts. When the Act of Parliament 
paſſed for ſeparatirg Lord and Lady Ferrers, 
Mr. Johnſon was propoſed: as receiver to the 
eſtate; but reſuſed to undertake it, til he was 
requeſted. by his lordſhip to act in that capa- 
city. | *. 
But this. favour did not long continue, whether 
his ſuſpicious temper repreſented him as unjuſt 
to his lordſhip, by colluding ſecretly with his 
adverſaries ; or whether he hoped to prevail on 
him to break the truſt he had undertaken, oc- 
caſioned this change in his lordſhip's.ſentunents, 
is uncertain. His behaviour however ſoon: ſhew'd, 
that his good opinion was converted into malice, 
and his Fiendſbip into hatred. | 

Mr. Johnſon! had for ſome time enjoyed a be- 
neficial farm under the earl; and the firſt inti- 
mation of his lordſhip's diſpleaſure, was, by no- 
tice ſent him to quit his farm; but Mr. Johnſon 
having obtained a leaſe from the truſtees, the 
earl deſiſted from the attempt. 

This diſappointment, added to a ſufpicion en- 
tertained by his lordſhip, that Mr. Johnſon had 
entered into an agreement with Mellrs. Burſlem 
and Curſan, to diſappoint him with regard to a 
certain contract for coal-mines, ſo greatly in- 
cenſed his lordſhip, that he determined to put an 
end to his life. | * 8 a= 2%! 

Thus refolv'd; he took every precaution to 
prevent being diſappointed;; and he fo effec- 
tually concealed his reſentment under the veil of 
an aftable behaviour, that the unfortunate perſon, 

deligned 
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deſigned to fall a victim to his revenge, was en- 
tirely deceived; and even flattered himſelf that 
his lordſhip was again his friend. 

On Sunday the 13th of January 1760, his 
lordſhip called on Mr. Johnſon at his houſe, 
and appointed him to come to him at his ſeat at 
Stanton, on the Friday following, between 3 and 
4 in the evening. 

In the interval, the ear] took care, that at the 
time Mr. Johnſon was expected, the houſe 
ſhould be as empty as poſſible; his two men- 
ſervants, being al his lordſhip kept of that 
ſex, were ſent out of the way; and at three, 
Mrs. Clifford, and the four children, were or- 
dered to walk to her fathers, about two miles 
from Stanton, ſo that- only three maid-ſervants 
were in the houſe at the time appointed for this 
meeting, 

Mr. Johnſon was punctual to his promiſe, re- 
paired to Stanton, and was let in by one of 
the maids. After waiting ſome time, his lord- 
ſhip called him into his appartment, imme- 
diately locked the door, and ſoon after ſhot 
him with a piſtol, of which wound he after- 
wards died, 

As ſoon as his lordſhip had committed this 
cruel action, he called the maid- ſervants, and 
ordered them to lead Mr. Johnſon up ſtairs, and 
put him to bed; thinking, as he was not killed 
or the ſpot, there were hopes of his recoyery. 
He alfo ſent a ſervant for one Mr. Kirkland a 
ſurgeon, and another for Mr. Johnſon's chil- 
dren, purſuant to the requeſt of the dying man, 
who earneſtly deſired to ſee them. | 

When the ſurgeon arrived, he defired him to 
take all poſkble care of him; but would not 
conſent 


93 
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conſent to his being removed to his own houſe, 
The ſurgeon examined the wound: and though 
he was convinced it was mortal, thought it moſt 
adviſeable to flatter his lordſhip, leſt he himſelf 
ſhould ſuffer the ſame fate. But being perſuad- 
ed that Mr. Johnſon, who was of a very weak 
conſtitution, would not live 24 hours, thought 
it moſt adviſeable to remove him from Stanton, 
as ſoon as his lordſhip was gone to bed. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Kirkland, with the aſſiſtance of 
6 or 7 men, removed him to his own houſe, 
about two in the morning, where he languiſhed 
till nine, and then died. 

The ſurgeon being convinced, that Mr. John- 
ſon was a dying man, left him, in order to pro- 
cure a number of armed men to ſeize the earl; 
who came to Stanton juſt as his lordſhip had 
left his bed, and was going towards the ſtable 
with his garters in his hand; but on ſeeing the 
poſle, . he led to his houſe, and was not taken 
till near fix. After which he was conveyed to 
Leiceſter gaol, and from thence to the Tower 
of London, tried by his peers, found guilty of 
_—_— and ordered for execution the 5th of 
May. : | 

During the time his lordſhip was in the Tower, 
he was for the moſt part calm; but would ſome- 
times ſtart, and haſtily unbrace his waiſtcoat, 
and indicate by other geſtures, that his mind was 
diſturbed, | 

A few days before the time appointed for his 
execution, his lordſhip . ſent for his wardrobe, 
and choſe out of it a white ſuit; richly laced 
and embroidered with ſilver, ſaying, this is the 


2 in which I was married, and in which I will 
ie, | 


A little 


3 
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A little before his lordſhip's leaving the 
Tower, he is faid to have wrote the following 
lines; and that he was proceeding, when he 
was interrupted by -one of the warders who at- 
tended him. | 

In doubt I live, in doubt I die, 

Yet undiſmay'd the vaſt abyſs [ll try, 

Arid plunge into eternity 

T'hro' rugged paths. 1 

On the 5th of May, the day fixed for his 
execution, at nine in the morning, the two 
Sheriffs of London, attended by their offices, 
appeared at the Tower-gate, which being told 
to his lordſhip, he ſent to defire them to let him 

o in his own landau, which was waiting for 
him, which he choſe rather than a' mourning | 
coach. This was granted, and he ſtepped into 
the landau, attended by the Revd. Mr. Hum- þ 
phiies, Chaplain-of the Tower. On their com- 
ing to the gate, Mr, Sheriff Va llant joined them, 
and ſeating himſelf by his lordſhip, politely ob- 
ſerved, that it gave him the higheſt concein to 
wait upon him on ſo melancholy an occalion, | 
adding that he would do every thing in his power | 
to render his fituation as agreeable as poſſible; 
and hoped his lordſhip would impute it to the 
neceſſary diſcharge of his duty. | 
The proceflion then began, and proceeded} 
through a numerous croud of ſpectators, and 
paſſed through the City in the way to Tyburn. 
In their paſſage his lordſhip aſked Mr. Vaillant, 
if he had ever ſeen ſo great a concourſe of people 
and upon his anſwering in the negative, he fe 
joined, 1 ſuppoſe it is becauſe they never ſaw a lord 
hanged before. He then obſerved, that he ha 
wrote to his Majeſty to deſire that he might 7 


. 
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fer within the walls of the Tower, as his an- 
ceſtor the Earl of Eſſex had done; a favour he 
had the greater hopes of obtaining, as he had tgne 
honour of quartering part of the ſame arms, 
and of being allied to his Majeſty ; adding, that 
he thought it was hard, that he muſt die at the 
place appointed for the execution of common 
r een ee 
The Chaplain took occaſion to obſerve, that 
the world Would naturally be inquiſitive about 
his lordſhip's religion. To this he replied, that 
he did not think himſelf accountable to the world 
for his ſentiments on religion; but that he al-, 
ways believed one God, the maker of all things. 
But whatever were his notions, he had never. 
propagated them,--- That all countries had a 
form of religion, by which the people were.go- 
verned, and whoever diſturbed them in it, he 
conſidered as an enemy to ſociety.---If he was 
wrong in his way of thinking he was ſorry, for 
it. That he thought the lorb Bolingdrooke to 
dlame, for permitting his ſentunents on religion 
d be publiſhed to the world,---That the many 
„er ſects and diſputes about religion had almoſt turn- 
le; ed morality out of doors; and that he could 
the never believe what ſome ſectaries taught, that 
faith alone would ſave mankind, ſo that if a 
man, juſt before his death, ſhould only ſay, J 
believe, that alone would fave him. 
With reſpect to the death of Mr. Johnſon, 
his lordſhip ſaid, he was under particular cir- 
cumftances, and had met with ſo many. croſles 
and vexations,. that he ſcarce knew: what he did; 
and ſolemnly proteſted that he had not the leaſt 
malice againſt him. 2 
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As his lordſhip's paſſage from the Tower to 
Tyburn took up almoſt- three hours, he. often 
expreſſed his deſire at being at the end of his 
journey; obſerving that the apparatus of death, 
and the paſſing thro* ſuch crouds of people, weie 
ten times worſe than death itſelf, _ 

In the way his lordſhip expreſſed his deſire of 
having a glaſs of wine and water; but on Mr. 
Vaillant's obſerving, that his ſtopping would 
draw a greater croud about him, he inamediately 
replied, that's true, I ſay no more; let us by no 
means ſtop. | 

On approaching the place of execution, near 
which his miſtreſs waited in a coach, his lord- 
ſhip obſerved, that he ſhould be glad to take 
his laſt leave of a perſon for whom he had a 
fincere regard: the Sheriff diſſuaded him from it, 
leſt the ſight or her ſhould unman him, and diſ- 
arm him of the fortitude he poſſeſſed. The 
weight of this reaſon the earl very readily ac- 
knowledged,, and without heſitation, mildly re- 
plied, * if you, Sir, think I am wrong, I. ſubmit. 
And upon Mr. Vaillant's offering to deliver any 
thing to her he ſhould entruſt him with for 
her uſe, he gave him a pocket-book in which 
was a bank note, a ring, ard a purſe of gui- 
neas, to deliver to her, which he afterwards 
A Ts 
They reached the place of execution about a 
quarter before 12, where they were received by 
another party of Horſe Grenadiers, and foot, 
who had formed a large circle round the gallows, 
which was covered with black bays, as was alſo 
a ſquare ſcaffold, erected and railed round it. 
His lordſhip walked up the ſtairs with great 
compoſure and fortitude, with his hat 1 | - 
ot © 4 I x and, 
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hand, when, after a pauſe of a few moments» 
Mr. Humphries aſked, if he choſe to ſay prayers 4 
but this he declined ; upon which the Chap” 
lain aſking him, if he did not chuſe to join 
with him in ſaying the Lord's prayer? he 
readily ſaid that he would, for he always thought 
that a very fine prayer. They therefore kneeled 
down upon two cuſhions covered with black 
bays, and his lordſhip, with an audivle voice, 
repeated the Lord's prayer, and afterwards with. 
great energy cried, O Gol, forgive me all my 
errors---pardon all my fins, Tnen riſing, he 
took leave of the Sheriffs and Chaplain, thanked 


them for the civility they had ſhewn him, and 


made Mr. Vaillant a preſent of his watch. 
His lordſhip then (by miſtake) gave five guincas 
to the executioner's aſſiſtant; which was im- 


mediately after demanded by the maſter ; but 


the fellow refuſed to deliver it, and a diſpute 
enſued, whch might have diſcompoſed his 
lordſhip, had not Mr. Vaillant inſtantly ſilenced 
them, The executioner then proceeding to do 
his duty, his lordſhip ſubmitted with great re- 
ſignation. His neckcloth being taken off, a 
white cap, which his lordſhip brought in his 
pocket, was put on his head; his arms were 
ſecured with a black ſaſh, and the halter, which 
was a Common one, was put round his neck. 
He then mounted a part of the ſcaffold raiſed 
18 inches higher than the reſt, and the ſignal 
deing given by the Sheriff, that part of the 
floor ſunk under him to a jevel with the reſt, 
and he remained ſuſpended in the air. He 
ſtruggled for a few moments, but was ſoon 
diſpatched by the preſſure of the executioner, 
and having hung an hour and five minutes, 
N 5 che 
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the body was cut down; the ſhell being raiſed 
it was dropped into it, and carried by the men 
to the hearſe. After which it was conveyed 
by the Sheriffs, with the ſame proceſſion, to 
Surgeons Hall, to undergo the remainder of the 
ſentence. R | ; . 
His lordſhip was only about eight minutes 
on the ſcaffold before his execution; he ſtood, 
to all appearance, unmoved at the approach of 
death, and without the leaſt change of counte- 
nance, or faultering of his voice, viewed the 
awful preparations for depriving him of life. 
The ſpectators, ſtruck with the novelty of ſee- 
ing a Peer of Great Britain in ſuch a ſituation, 
doomed to death for the dreadful crime of mur- 
der, and ſuffering like a common malefactor 
for taking the life of one of their own rank, 
beheld him with a reſpectful ſilence, mixed with 
pity, and while they commiſerated his fate, al- 
moſt forgot his crime. 1 Gib 
The body was brought from W Log in a 
coffin lined with white ſattin; his hat and the 
halter lay at the feet, and upon the lid was a 
plate with theſe words, LAURENCE Earl FER- 

RERS, ſuffered May 5, 1760. . 
The furgeons made a large inciſion from the 
neck to the bottom of the thorax or breaſt, and 
another acroſs the throat; the abdomen was 
Lud open and the bowels taken out. Upon this 
occaſion the ſurgeons declared that the entrails 
were remarkably ſound, and that in their whole 
practice they never (aw. in any ſubject fo great 
-figns of long life. | 


It would be unjuſt to the.memory of his lord- 
ſhip, to conclude theſe memoirs, without add- 
ing, that, beſides the large ſum he left the 

W children 
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children of the late Mr. Johnſon, he is \.:id to 
have repaired, as much as poſſible, the faults 
he had committed, by generouſly. giving hand- 


ſome ſums to thoſe, whom, in the heat of 
paſſion, he had injured. And in al] probability, 


had not this unhappy peer early imbibed pre- 


judices againſt the ch-iſtian religion, he had 


proved a worthy member of ſociety; and inſtecd 
of ſuffering an ignominious death, have lived 
the ornament of his family, the delight of his 
friends, and a bleſſing to mankind. | 


— — — 
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The 7. Fink 1 of Tao AxDrews, — 


ys May, 1761. 


| HOMAS ANDREWS, victualler, was 
indicted for committing the deteſtable crime 


of Sodomy, on che body of John Finimore, 


April 19. 

John Finimoro. ee lived at the For- 
tune of War, a Public Houſe in Pye-Corner. I 
went to his houfe on the 15th of April laſt, 
about naon. I had known him before, by ir 
ing ia a family where he has a ſiſter lives. He 


ſaid, John, my wife is out of town, you ſhall. 
be welcome: to lie wich me, I have no where 


elſe that you can lie at preſent, I did not 
ſtay then, but went to the lady where I hal 
lived. She ſaid, John, you ſhall lie here to- 
night. I lived lat at Mrs. Unwin's in King's- 
ſtieet, and before that I lived with Mrs. Mead, 
in Red-Lion Court, behind St. Sepalchre's 
Church, I told my miftreſs I was come away 


fram. wy place; ſhe 9 ſhe was ſorry ſor it, 
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and would endeavour to get me another; 1 
went back to him that afternoon, and told him, 
LT was much obliged to him, for his kind offer, 
but my miſtreſs had ſaid, I ſhould be there 
that night. He ſaid, John, it is very well; 


then I left him, and lay at Mrs. Mead's, I 


went the next day, the 18th, to the priſoner, 
and afked him the queſtion again; he anſwered, 
John, * are welcome. , 
DL. How*came you not to continue to lie at 
Mrs. Mead's ? | a 
Finimore. As ſhe did not offer it, I did not. 
I came back to Mr. Andrews's in the evening 
about eight o'clock. My firſt Couſin Jonathan 
Finimore went with me, and we had a pot of 
beer; my Couſin drank part of it, and went 
away; he did not ſtay long, and left the pri- 
ſoner and I together; there were company in 
the houſe, but no body with us; we were in 
the public drinking-room ; we ſupped together, 
and about one o'clock, the company being gone, 
he ſhut up the doors, and we went to bed to- 
- gether, I was a little in liquor; I had been 
walking about all day, and drinking with him 
all the evening. He was rather ſober than other- 
wie. I went to flcep ſoon, and about four 
o'clock I awaked, with a violent pain and 
agony which I was in, and found his yard in 
my body). 8 
Are you ſure you was ſober enough to be 
poktive? | 
Finimore. J was ſo far ſober as this, that. I 
could undreſs myſelf, and to fee the key was 


taken out of the room door after he had locked. 


it; this I ſaw before I went to bed. On his 
getting away from me, I felt ſomething won 
| | ut 
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but what it was I cannot ſay. I faid, Mr. 
Andrews, what are you doing of? he faid, no- 
thing at all, John, and immediately withdrew. 
and got farther from me. I got oui of bed im 
mediately. IE | 

Q. Are you ſure he had penetrated into your 
body? | | 
Finimore. F am ſure of that. Fhen J fat in 
a chair by the bed-ſides He ſaid, John, you had: 
better come into bed again; you can't go any 
where yet. I went to bed again, by his perſua- 
fion. I fat in the chair, I believe, about a quar- 
ter of an hour. Being in bed again, L went to 
ſleep in about ten minutes, and awaked between. 
ſix and ſeven-o'clock, and found him going the 
fare way again. 
9. Did he penetrate & ſecond time? 
Finimore. No; I found him approaching my 
body. I got out of bed directly, and dreſſed nyy- 
ſelf, * He did the ſame; unlocked the door, and 
I went down ſtairs with him. I ſaid nothing at 
all to him. I went to my couſin Jonathan Fini- 
more, and told him the ſame as L Rave now told 
in court, He ſaid, John, this is a difficult thing 
to go through with. It being Sunday, I could 
not do any thing in it that day; but on the 
Monday morning I went and told a fellow 
ſervant of mine of it; his name is Daniel Good- 
win; there were others in company at the fame 
time: they perſuaded me to get a conſtable and 
take him up. Accordingly I did. The conſta- 
ble going in, Mr. Andrews. went up ſtairs. 
When he came down, the conſtable aſked Him 
where he had been? he ſaid, to change his 
cloaths; though he was. in the ſame he went 
up in, Then I charged the conſtable no 
| he 
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The conſtable ſaid, do you not charge the con- 
ſtable with him ? meaning me) The priſoner 
ſaid, I do. Then we went to my lord mayors. 
He was not to be ſpoke with that day; then we 


went to two aldermen's houfes, who were nei- 
ther of them at home; ſo that we could 
have no hearing that night. He was commit- 


| 


ted to the Ae Ne- and | was put into Old | 


Bridewell 


Q. Did you receiye any r from this af- | 


fair? 


Finimore, I FER been very bad ever fince ; 


with what he did to me that night. The hurt | 


was in my/fandament ;- I was torn theze, ſo that 


I could hardly walk. '-L have had two ſurgeons | 
to look at it, but they applied nothing to it. I 


never before was e D plaints in thoſe 


817 Peg 
ing the time. be was apprehended, had 


Jau any. pa ticular * Fg about this mat- 
iter? 


Viaimere. As we were going along together, 
the priſoner ſaid, this might be made up for a 
pint of beer. 


Q Why did becharge the conſtable with 


ou? . 
of Fini more. F or fear 1 ſhould | run away from 
what 1 bad aid, becauſe we could not have 2 
hearing that night before the alderman. When 
we came on. Monday, the 20th of April, befote 
Sir: Robert Ladbroke, there he was amel. 
Sir Robert ſaid, Mr. Andrews, do you. know 
this young man? he ſaid, yes, very well. 
What do you know of him. Lr have nothing 
to ſay againſt *. + He is as honeſt a lad as an) 


a in England. 


re 
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Q. What did he fay for himſelf ? 

Hnimore. He ſaid he was innocent. That was 
all he ſaid to the alderman. el | 

Where did you go todrink together? 

h:ninare. We went to the Dolphin, in Honey- 
lane Market, after we could have no hearing at 
the alderman's, and had a tankard or two of 
beer. | 2 
Q. Who was preſent?/᷑ AD 

Finimore. One Mr. Richardſon, a taylor, Mr. 
Btzman Griffiths, a carpenter, and Mr. Leage, 
fie cond i  E ERA 

Q% Did not you there agree to make it 


up? 
Finimore. I ſaid I had no money to go thro' 
the law, as I heard it would be an expenſive 
thing, I being juſt come out of place; ſo I would 
make it up, on condition he would give me 3 
note under his hand, not to trouble meg; for 
never was before a judge or an alderman in my 
life before. | Li. Fans | 
Q. How came you to make this offer? 
Hinimore. I was afraid I ſhould lie out of place 
a great while upon it. Ig dr 0130 ka 
Ne this come of yourſelf, without ia pro- 
Finimere. We propoſed both alike; I cannot 
ſay wha did, firſt. | Sg 
Council, Preferring a bill of indictment, and 
coming here, would not have come to 16. 
Finimore. That I did not know. dat: i 
Q. If you had declared nothing but the truth, 
Gs, could you. be afraid of his troubling of 
. | Of at 
Finimore. I was afraid of being hurt for making 
of it up. | 
'Q 
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Q. Whether ſome perſon that was by, did 
not diſſuade you from making it up, and fay you 
had Joſt a great deal of time, and you ſhould have 
ſatisfaction for it? - 5 

Finimore. The priſoner had wrote with his 
own hand, it is here in court; as near as I can 
ſpeak the words, they were theſe. The 20th of 
April, John Finimore and Thomas Andrews 
have agreed, that all is made up. Then he de- 
fired me to write the ſame, which I could not 
write. The perſons that ſat by ſaid, John, what 
are you going to do, do yeu know what you are 
about? if you offer to have any thing to do with 
it, Ill cut your hands off, This was Bateman 
Ane 5 

Q. Did any body perſuade ou to demand any 
ſatisfaction for your loſt time ! Tcl 
Finimore. I believe ſomebody ſaid, you ſhall 
not make it up; he ought to pay ſmart money. 
The priſoner ſaid, he would not be impoſed 
upon, and he would ſpend a hundred pound to 
right himfelf, 

Q. Was the complaint for the actual 
fact, or for an aſſault with an intent to com- 
mit it? | | | 

Finimore. I declared the ſame before Sir Robert 
Ladbroke as I have now. © © 

Fonathan Finimore. I am a relation to the pro- 
ſecutor. I know Andrews, the priſoner. On the 
18th of April, about nine, I was at Mrs. Mead's, 
in Red-Lyon Court, and found my Kinſman 
there, He was to lie at Mr. Andrews's houle. 
We went there together, to drink a pint of beer, 
which he ſaid he had left on the table. After we 
had drank that, we had another, I went * 

an 
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and left Andrews and him drinking together. 
did not ſtay there above a quarter of an hour. 
They were then both ſober. I deſired my kinſ- 
man to come to our houſe the next day, to go 
of a meſſage for me. He came about ten mi- 
nutes before ſeven in the morning. I live at the 
George, in Leather-lane; this was the 19th of 
April, I am coachman to Mr. Baldery, and 
our harſes ſtand there, 1 was writing a letter 
for him to carry to Clapham. I aſked him how 
he did ? he ſaid, very ill: I aſked him the reaſon, 
and ſaid, I left him very well laſt night. He 
faid, after I went away, Mr. Andrews kept him 
up till one o'clock, and that he had aſked Mr, 
Andrews once or twice to let him go to bed ; 
Mr. Andrews ſaid he might as well ſtay till he 
went to bed; and that when they had been in 
ded ſome time, Mr. Andrews awaked him, and 


he was in very great pain. TI asked him what 


Mr. Andrews was going to do to him, He ſaid 
to bugger him. I ſaid, did he Dugger you? 
yes, ſaid he, he was in my body. Said I, are 
you ſure of that? he ſaid, yes, he was quite 
lure of it. I ſaid, this is a very nice point, as 
it touches a man's life, you muſt be very parti- 
cular in it. Yes, he ſaid, he was quite ſure, 
I ſaid, are you capable. of going to Clapham to- 
day? he ſaid he was in ſo great pain, that he 
could hardly fit. I faid, what do you impute 
it to? he fd, to what Mr. Andrews did to 

him. He ſaid, the linen he had put on that 
morning, was much ſtained with a runnin 

matter, I ſaw it, but not till the day after, when 
he came from Clapham ; there were marks upon 
it, and a fort of putrified matter; it was on 


the 
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the fore-part, becauſe *he clapped that under 
him for eaſement. 1 He*went away, and did not 
return to me that day; but went, and told it to 
his fellow ſetvants, at Mrs. Merad's. I never 
faw him till about nine at night, when they had 
taken Mr. Andrews up, and he was committed to 
the Poultry-compter, and my kinſman to Bride- 
well. Fhen his feHow-ſervants came to me, 
and deſired I would go to  him----When Mr. 
Andrews came before+ Sir Robert Ladbrooke, 
he ſaid he knew nothing of it, and was 
wrongfully accuſed; but upon the evidence 
againſt him, Sir Roben ſent him to the Poultry. 


compter. 


Henry Jones. I am at St. Rorheldben s Hoſ- f 


pital for experience; I have been thefe about 
four months, and have been fix years a ſut- 

before I came there. John Finimore came 
to me on Monday, and like wiſe on Wedneſday 


laſt, He ſaid he was very ill, and defired me to 


examine him; he told me the caſe, and faid he 


was in a great deal of pain. 


Q. How did the part appear? | 
Jones. It appeared to me to be lzcerated; 


f there was an appearance, as if violence had b. en 


offered; it ſeemed to be ſomething of that kind: 

but whether it was or not, I cannct ſay; the 

injury was conliderable; The edge of the rec- 

tum was lacerated, Juſt at tie edge of the Anus, 

and that part bled, - 

Qi. Could not the parts be lacerated in that 

manner, by'® hard ſtool? ? 

Jones. No, they could not. Sk 

2. Do you think. 'there muſt have been great 

2 fa, to make that laceration? 1 
one 


2 ln 1 a % . Is. 
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Jones. I do, and think it muſt have been with 
great ane, | | 
Was there any venereal complaint? 
Jones. No, there was not. wr 
2, the Proſecutor, Have you got your linen 
here ! | | N 
Proſecutor. T have here the ſhirt I put on the 
next morning, in the priſoner's bar-room, This 
is it, it is as I pulled it off. I wore it till the 
Tueſday morning ; then I put on a clean one, af- 
ter I came from Bridewell. | LAY 
[The jury inſpect it; it appears at the bottom of js 
fore " of a reddiſh our; the flains all in 
creaſes.) . | < 
Benedictor Goodwin depoſed, - that ſhe had 
waſhed Finimore's linen, from the _1ft of 
December till the 18th of April, and never ſaw 
any ſtain of blood of one fort or another upon 
it. - 2 OR 
1... Priſoner's Defence. | 
I know. no more of it than the child unborn. 
When he came before Sir Robert Ladbroke, Sir 
Nobert ſaid, when you was uſed in this terrible 
\ WW nanner, did you ſay any thing to him about it ? 
lle ſaid, I cannot ſay I did; I owned to every 
e lg that was right. In the firſt place, I told 
im, he came rome on the Friday, crying like a 
, child whipped with a rod; he ſaid his miſtreſs had 
| urned him away, and he had been there but 
it birteen days. He wanted a lodging; 1 told 
um 1 had not a bed empty; but as I know 
jou (my wife happen'd to be in the country) 
ou ſhall have haif my bed and welcome. 
hen he came a ain, and. told me his lady had 
ed him to lie chere. as he Was out of place. 
lfaid, very well, John. On Saturday he came 
Vol. IV. 2 again, 
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again, and ſaid his miſtreſs had not aſked him 1 
ſecond time, and he did not chuſe to ask her. 
He went out again, and at eight he came in 
with his couſin Finimore, and had two pints of 
beer; then his couſin went away, and he never © 
asked me to go to bed at all; it happened to be 
one o'clock when we went to bed. As for the 
key being taken out of the door, I never tooæ 
it out ſince I have been in the houſe; I double- 
locked it and went to bed, and never waked 
till St. Sepulchre's clock ſtruck fix, which waked 
me. He never was out of bed, I will take my 
oath, Then J joggled him with wy elbow, | 
and ſaid, John, it is paſt fix o'clock, Is it, ſaid | 
he. Said I, you are to go to Clapham, will you | 
breakfaſt? he ſaid, no; he had promiſed. bis 
couſin Finimore to breakfaſt with him. He muſt | 
be very bad, indeed, if he could not walk there, | 
He told me, himſelf, he got drunk there, and | 
could not come home. He ſhifted himſelf in the | 
bar- room. I ſaid, will you have any thing be- FF 
jore you go? he ſaid, I ſhould be glad of a gla WF . 
of your beſt gin. I drank to him, and. gave him I , 
a full glaſs, and a bit of bread, Said I, do %,, 
think of coming back to dinner? he ſaid, I have JF 
ſome thoughts 1 ſhall go to ſee your ſiſter; I po- 
ſitwely will come home to dinner. We ſhook MF , 
| Hands, and TI wiſhed him a good walk; hel | 
ar 
fn 
h 
fo 
th 


thanked me, and I never ſet eyes on him till 
about four o'clock on Monday; then he brought 
Mr. Leage to apprehend me. My ,daughter 
told me me people wanted me in the back: 
parlour, Said I, who are they? ſhe ſaid, John 
is one. There was my neighbour L: age, an 
two more that I did not know; they charge 
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me with this thing, I never was more ſurpriſed 
in all my life; ſaid I, I am aſhamed to hear 
you. © Then, ſaid I, I will charge him. If I 
had been afraid of it, why ſhould I charge him, 
that he ſhould not run away? if I had been 
guilty of that thing, I would have let him run 
away and welcome, It is as true as God made 
the world, I know no more of it than the child 
unborn ; I will plead innocent of it to the hour 
of my death; it is all nothing but falſe-({wear- 
ing, as fure as I am here, When we came to 
the public houſe, the conftable ſaid, let us go 
in and have a pot of beer, don't let us go wrang- 
ling and Jangling. There were five of us; we 
bad fome beer. The conſtable faid, you had 
better have general releafes drawn between you. 
Said John, if you, Mr. Andrews, will be kind 
enough to give me a receipt from under your 
hand, that you will not hurt me, I will make 
it up. I ſaid, what is there to make up? he 
faid, I don't fee any great matter,---Nor I nei- 
ther, I am ſure. Then I faid, if you ſerve me 
fo, I wilt have a warrant for you. Then, ſaid 
he, write a paper for the preſent. Said I, I don't 
want to hurt you; I have done na ill to you, 
and will not be impoſed upon. They eail'd for 
a piece of paper, and defired me to write; I 
had no ſpectacles about me, ſo I only wrote, 
John Finimore and Thomas Andrews have 
agreed all is made up. One of the other perſons 
inatched it away, and ſaid to him, I will cut your 
bands off, you ſhall ſign nothing, we will have 
ſome ſmart-money, Sai I, before P11 agree to 
that, I'll ſpend tool, What have I done? I will 
not agree to any thing of that kind; I know no 
Wore of it than the child that is unborn. 
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D. to Proſecutor. You ſeem to ſpeak dvubtfu] 
as to emiſhon ; but you cloſed your evidence 
with ſaying, he penetrated your body; can you, 
or can you not, ſay as to that of emiſſion ? 

Proſecutor, 1 will not take a falſe oath for the | 
world; I cannot fay there was; I felt ſomething 
warm; I mean liquidly warm; ſomething wet, 
juſt as he withdrew from me. ; 
Sarah Andrews. I am daughter to the priſoner; | 
 Tfaw John Finimore at our houſe the 18th of 
April, he was drinking with my father; and 
on the 19th I came down juſt after he went 
out; he left this ſhirt here produced, which he 
had pulled off, in the bar, on the Sunday morn- } 
ing; he aſked for his ſhirt when he came for 
his cloaths, I think on the Wedneſday. It is 
in the ſame condition now it was then. {( 
Jury inſpect it, there were no ſtains upon it.) f 
FProſecuto-. This is my ſhirt that 1. pulled off | 

at Mr, Andrews's houſe. 183 
2. to S. Andrews, How long has yo 
been married? boy | * 

S. Andrews, He has been married 25 or 26 
years, for what I knw; and my mother has 
been 12 times with child, there are four now | 
living. U 4 
2. When the priſoner came for his ſhirt, why | 
was it not delivered to him 0d 
S. Andrews. I was deſired b my father not to 
deliver it to him; this was — my father was | 
2 1 ſuppoſe he was adviſed. get to de- 
Uver it. | | » $0. 0060 | 
. 2, How came it * was ſo long before u 
applied to a furgeon? | not 3% ec 
Finimore. We were before Sir Robert Lad- 


droke on the Tueſday ; we went to Mr ag 
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den a ſurgeon on Snow-Hill, he was not at 
home; we went again the next morning, I 
mewed myſelf. to him. He ſaid young man, 
there is a ſort of a pile, or ſome ſuch thing. 

8 How came you to go to Mr. Jones? 

inimare. I went there as Mr. Blagden did 

not give me any encouragement, to tel] me 
what it was; I thought proper to go to ſome - 
other perſon, ſo I was recommended to Mr, 
ones. 
V G thruzht proper to ſend for Mr. 
Blagden, | Pſa. 

; to Mr. Blagden. Was the proſecutor un- 
der your inſpection ? | 

Blagden. He came to me with ſome other 
perſons, and ſaid he had received an injury from 
ſomebody, and defired I would look at him. 
This was about a week or ten days ago. He 
told me he lay with fomebody that entered his 
body, and had hurt him I inſpeCted him, and 
told him I could ſee no injury; there was a little 
excavation of the fleſh, what I apprehended to be 
the effect of a pile, on the left fide of the fun- 
dament. : | . 1755 

9. Was there a laceration ? . 
Blagden, No, there was not. 

2. Did you ſee him afterwards? 

Blagden. No. I gave bim the ſame account as 
I have now told here. "194% 

©. to Mr. Jones. Now, in the heating of Mr. 
Blagden, deſcribe what you obſerved. | 

Jones. J opened the anus, the part was lace- 
rated, there was blood, and alſo blood by the 
Won. | 

9, Were there any figns of his having the 
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Jones. There were; that was on the ri 
ſid , the excavation was on the leſt. out 

Blagden. If the Court will let us take the 
proſecutor out and examine him, I can con- 
vince the young gentleman there was no lace- 
ration. | 


Proſecutor. I am willing to be inſpected. 


[They retire into a private room, and in about | 


eleven minutes return into Court.] 
; 3; Have you had an inſpeQion ? 
agden. We have; I ſee no marks of lace- 
tation ; there has been an excavation, which is 
different from a laceration, I am ftill of the 
| ſame opinion as before. The excavation on the 
buttock ariſes oftentimes. by walking in warm 
weather, by one buttock rubbing againſt the | 
other. When any thing is . Fc x wok the 
body, the part that is moſtly injured is the ſphine- 
ter muſcle, becauſe it prevents the excrement in 
coming away. = 
, to Jones. What do you think now? 

Jones. 1 here has been an excavation. | 

Q. Was you miſtaken ? | 

Jones. There was ſome blood appeared. The | 
man is ſurprizingly mended fince I examined | 
him: to the beſt of my knowledge there was a 
laceration. „„ 
Q. If the body had been entered by a man, 
muſt you have perceived it when you examined 
him on the Wedneſday. Sg | 
© Blagden. No, I cannot fay poſitively I could, | 
becauſe it may be obſerved, there will excrement 
come away from the gut, almoſt as big as my 
arm, very large and hard, and the party receive 
no injury; as * ſometimes be ſeen by country- 
men. Guilty. Death; but reſpited, and after- 
wards pardoned, The 
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The Trial of Toun PRRROTT, a Bankrupt, 
for concealing his Effefts, 1761. 


OHN PERROTT, merchant, was indicted, 
for that having become a bankrupt, he did 
conceal, embezzle, and remove his effects, to 
above the value of 20 l. | 
Anthony Bancroft, to prove the priſoner's 
bankrupt, depoſed, that he kept a linen draper's 
ſhop on Ludgate Hill ; and that he was indebted 
to Mr, William Hewitt to above 10001. 

John Allifon depoſed, that he had carried 'a 
great deal of goods to Mr. Hewitt, and delivered 
theny to him. | 

Chriſtopher Harriſon depoſed, that he went 
to the priſoner's houſe on the 17th of January, 
1760, and on the 18th Mr. Perrott ſpoke to his 
apprentice, Richard Bagley, and defired him, 
if Mr. Hewitt called, to ſay he was not at home. 
He likewiſe ſpoke to me, and defired I would 
let nobody go up ſtairs; he was afraid of being 
arreſted. Mr. Hewitt called, and aſked if Mr. 
Perrott was at home; Bagley ſaid he was out, 
and he'was then up ſtairs. I was ſent there by 
Mr. Maynard and Mi. Hewitt. Being aſked if 
the denial was in order to a commiſſion, an- 
ſwered, he could not ſay: that he had ſeen Mr. 
Hewitt and Perrott talking together in the far- 
ther warehouſe; Mr. Hewitt went away, and 
Mr. Perrott came to Bagley, and bid him, if 
any body called, to deny him; and I did deny him 
to Mr. Buck, who is a large creditor, 
On his firſt examination before the Com- 
miſſionets, it appeared that on a true ſtate of his 

| ad * | accounts, 
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accounts, between debtor and creditor, there 
was a deficiency of 13,5r3l. and was then 
required to give a true and particular account of 
what was become of the fame, and how applied. 
To which be thus anſwered : 

That about fix years ago, he became acquaint- 
ed with Sarah Powell, otherwiſe Taylor, who 
lately lived at Weybridge in Surry, but at the 
time he firſt became acquainted with her, ſhe 
lodged at Mr. Serjant's, an exciſe officer, in 
Coldbath Fields: ſays, that the ſaid. Sarah Pow- 
ell was then about 25 years of age, the daughter 
of a Clergyman in the Weſt of England: that 
about ten mouths ago, and fince his confine- 
ment in Newgate, was informed, that the ſaid 
Sarah Powell was then dead: ſays, that from 
the time he became acquainted with her to the 
time of his being committed under this com- 
miſſion, there continued a familiar intercourſe 
between them; dyring which time he expended 
ſeveral ſums of money: ſays, that from Chriſt- 
mas, 1758, to Chriſtmas, 1759, he expended 
upon, paid, or remitted to the faid Sarah Pow- 
ell, the ſum of 5000 l. at ſeveral times, which 
he ſent to her, in. caſh and bank notes, when 
ſhe was at Bath or Weybridge. Says, that he 
never drew upon his -banker for any of theſe 
ſums, but received them from one Henry Thomp- 
fon, ſince deceaſed, who was employed by him 
to ſell goods for him: ſays, that the ſaid Sarah 
Powell kept a houſe at Bath, but don't know 
whether ſhe kept any carriage during her ſtay 
there or not; ſhe was 2ttended by a man and 
a maid ſervant: that the ſaid Sarah Powell re- 
turned from Bath to Weybridge about the 
latter end of January r760, where ſhe Or | 
3 | pil 
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April following: ſays, that from the time ſhe 
returned to Weybridge, to the time of his com- 
mitment to Newgate, he never went to ſee her 
but once, when ſhe was extremely ill, and dy- 

ing, of a conſumption: that the ſaid Sarah 
Powell then knew that this deponent was 2 
bankrupt, but never offered. to return him any 
part of the money he had ſo given, and remitted 
to her; reitter did he aſk her what ſhe had 
done with the ſame, nor how ſhe: intended to 
diſpoſe of her effects after her death: ſays, he 
kept no particular account, or memorandum 
whatever, of the payments and remittances ſo 
remitted to her, The reaſon of his making 
ſuch remittances to her was, her complaints to 
him by letters, that the places where ſhe re- 
filed were very expenſive ; and tho he thought 
her demands very extravagant, yet he made her 
tie remittaices aforeſaid, in order to enable her 
to defray : fuch expences, and not with a view 
to eſtabliſh a fund for her, future ſupport, Or 
wherefrom be could draw any advantage. 
That all the letters except one or two, he had 
received from her during his acquaintance with. 
her, he had burnt and deſtroyed: ſays, that the 
reaſon for not diſcloſing the tranſactions be- 
tween him and her before, was, it was. her dy- 
ing requeſt, that he would not expoſe her to 
the world: ſays, that during the taid year 1759, 
when he made ſuch remittances to her, he knew 
he was not worth any thing, and that he was 
remitting to her his creditors money, and 
that ſuck remittances were not made in hopes 
of receiving . back any reward - therefrom, 
Says, that the ſaid Henry Thompſon informed 
aim, that he ſold the goods of this deponent 
irom 
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from which the money, ſo paid, and remitted 
to the ſaid Sarah Powell aroſe, to the ſeveral 
perſons following, among others, namely, to Sir 
Samuel Fludyer, Mr, Mabbs in Smithfield, 
Mr. Whiting in Cheapfide, and Mr. Pierpoint 
of the ſame: That the ſaid Henry Thompſon 
kept no particular acccount of the monies 
raifed by him, by the ſale of ſuch goods for the 
uſe of this deponent as aforeſaid. Says, that 
during the firſt year of his acquaintance with 
the ſaid Sarah Powell ſhe might coſt him the 
fum of 100l. but cannot recolle& any of the 
particulars thereof; neither can he give any par- 
ticular account what he expended upon her the 
\ ſecond, third, and fourth year of their ac · 
quaintance, the ſame familiarity and inter- 
courſe ſubſiſting all the time, as in the year 
„ eee Johu Perrott. 


The council then charged him with thirteen 
notes, andcalled witneſſes to prove that they were 
found in his cuſtody. ney ET 
Robert Brown, 1 was meſfenger to this com- 
miffion, and employed to make ſearch in New- 

e for any concealed effects of the priſoner. 

t was June 25, 1761. Mr. Hewitt and Mr. 
Salkeld went with me. Upon examinning an 
old trunk in his room, T found a bit of cloth 
tied up with white tape; I cut it, and found 
ſomething pretty thick in it, it was a bit of filk 
tied up; 1 opened it, and found five half 
bank notes. I ſeeing ſome old print upon 
one of them, looked at it, and faid, | 
am ſute this is not for leſs than a thouſand 
pounds, becauſe ] could fee the end of the word 
thenſand, it can be no other word. I — 

g - tac 
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theſe five half bank notes to Mr. Hewitt. 
From Newgate 1 went to Mrs. Ferne's with 
a ſearch warrrant, I hal fearched there before; 
but IJ made a ſecond ſearch, and found a note 
of hand for 12001. The gentlemen with me 
told me, they found ſome half bank notes 
there. 0 G bons 

Mr. Hewitt confirmed the evidence of Mr. 
Brown, and added, here is part of the word Mar- 
tin on one of the notes; here is tin Mathias, or 
bearer, 30 June 60. 

Gideon Maynard. I took theſe half notes out 
of a little box in Mrs. Ferne's apartment; ſhe 
was a little riotous, and did not care I ſhould 
take poſſeſſion of them. I put them into the 
conſtable's hands. Here are five balf bank notes. 
Four of them tally with thoſe found in Newgate. 
I dil not find th: other half of the thouſand 
pound note. We carried Mrs. Ferne to Juſtice 
Fielding's, and I believe theſe half notes are en- 
tered in his book. © 505 el 

Milliam Stears. I am clerk, at the Bank; 
there were three notes made out in the name 
of Martin Matthias, and given in lieu of thir- 
teen notes, brought into the bank by Martin 
Matthias; I have them here. And for thoſe 
thirteen notes there were three notes made out 
for the ſame value. They amounted to 210041. 
tie three notes were two. for 10001. each, and 
one for 100 1. one of a thouſand, and one of a 
hundred, I paid ſince. Here is James Cotes on 
the face of the thouſand pounds, but nothing 
on the face of the hundred pound note. There 
were no other notes made out on the Zoth of 
June, but theſe three, in the name of Martin 

1 Matthias. 
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Matthias. 05 theſe three notes, there remains one 


of T0001, unpaid. 


Charles Smith.” 1 ſent my ſervant to the Bank 
with a thoufand pound bank note to change, 


which I received from Mrs. Ferne. 

Council. Here is a note of 4001. which was 
paid for two bales of filk, by Thompſon, and 
we ſhall prove Perrott bad in his cuſtody 
two bales of ſilk ins with the mark. 


This note is payable to Aſgill and Co. 
This is one of the thirteen — into the 


Bank. 
Peter Turquand, I am now Partner with Mr. 


Chavet; I was clerk to him; we bought two 


bales of ſilk of Perrott on the 15th of Decem- 
ber ; here is the bill of parcels, wrote by Thomp- 
ſon, in our 'compting-houſe. We gave him 
4341. 145. for them, and I gave him a note of 
hand payable five days after date, which was 
accordingly paid by draught on our banker, Sir 
Charles Aſgill and Co. payable to William 
Thompſon, or bearer. 


William Donaldſon. J am clerk to Mr. Aſ- 


gill; here is the draught and the note. The 
note is C 282, dated the i5th of December, for 
001. | 
R Mr. Maynard (producing a book.) This is one 
of Mr. — books (reads) a bale of ſilk, 
containing 161 pounds of ſilk, neat, bought 
the third of October, 1759; the: other is the 
third of October, 16 ounces of ſilk, bought of 
Zachery and Filmer. [ find but one rate beſides 
in this book. | 

alter Powell. I am clerk to Caſtells and 
Wheatley; -I remember to have received this 


note in part of the ſum of 27501. J paid it ” 
the 


d 
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the name of Thompſon, the 11th of Jan. 1 50, 
in the part of a vob ht of Mr. Frederick Gib- 
ſon's, Cheapſide. It * payable to Mr. James 
Mabbs, or bearer; K 79, to W. Forbes 2d of 
January.; ; this tallies with our waſte-book. I paid 
it to a perſon named Thompſon. 

James Mabbs, I know Mr. 1 hom pſon, I had 
dealings with him in the year 1788 I bought 
tome long lawns of him; 5. paid himſin a draught 
of Mr. Frederick Gwion, Caſtell, and ſops, 
5501. I had no other draught of that day of Mr, 
Frederick Gibſon's. 

Mr. Gines, a banker, depoſed, that he paid 
four notes of 100 l. each to Henry I hompſon. 
Theſe were four of the thirteeen notes, 

Samuel © Copz, clerk. to Sir Samuel Fludyer, 
(produces a bill of parcets) Sir Samuel has bouzhs 
ſhalloons feveral times of Mr. Thompſon. 'H 
bought, the. 12th. of December to the amount 
of 3061. and here is another note for 3701. for 
ſhailoons bought of Mr. Thompſon, and 138. 
was paid in caih, which made up to the amoun 
of 7361. 198. 

Thomas Lee. No. H 382, for 1001. and No. 
C 262, for 200 l. were paid by my Clerk on a 
draught of the priſoner. Perrot. Alſo B 253, for 
1001. and H bg, for 100}, were paid to a per- 
lon named Bentley, whe came for it, payable to 
Molineus.  , 

Council. There now appear eight of the thif- 
teen notes, 

Mary Harris. 1 have. known Mary Anne 
Ferne. four years, and I know the'pritoner, She 
has frequently taken me to Newgate to him, 
and told me he was my maſter, ' 1 was her ſer- 
vant, She came from Derbyſhire; her father 
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is dead: they were poor people, and kept a little 
farm of 201. or 30 l. a year. When I knew her 
firſt, ſhe was juſt come from a ſervice in Wat- 
Iing-ſtreet. She had ſcarce any cloaths at all, 
nor no money. I did not ſee her again for about 
two years after. I ſaw her ſince, when ſhe 
aſked me to come and ſee her, which I did the 
laſt Faſt-day. She then appeared very much in 
an exalted ftate. I aſked her, how ſhe came 
poſſeſſed of ſo large a fortune? ſhe told me her 
fortune came by a perſon belonging to a picture 
that hung in her dining- room. The priſoner 


was then in Newgate, I went with her almoſt 


every day to ſee him, and ſometimes twice a day. 
She lived in a plentiful manner ; Mr. Perrott 
uſed to make her great promiſes how they 
ſhould live when they came out of Newgate; 
and ſhe told him about a houſe of Mr. Smith's 
to be diſpoſed of. He objected, there was no 
room to keep a pair of horſes. He ſaid, he 
would make her a preſent of a pair of diamond 
buckles, and a pair of diamond ear-rings, and 
would lay out upon her 300 J. When ſhe went 


to buy this houſe of Mr. Smith's, ſhe took half | 
a bank note for to00 l. and faid the other half | 


was in the hands of Mr. Perrott in Newgate. 
When ſhe told him that houſe was to be ſcld, 
he ſaid, my dear, have you a mind for it? ſhe 
ſaid, yes, if ſhe could have jt for 8 or gool. 
Mr. Perrott ſaid, my life for it you ſhall have 
it, for I like the place above all things. | 


Priſoner. When did I promiſe her thoſe dia- : 


mond buckles and ear-rings ? 
Harris. I cannot tell exactly the time, but it 


was all within the time J lived with her, and when 
we were with him in Newgate. Q 


— 
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9. to Hewitt, Was theie any agreement be- 
twixt you that Perrott ſhould be denied to 
you, in order that he ſhould be made a bank- 
rupt? | 

Hewitt, There was a meeting of a great 
number of the creditors at the Half- moon tavern 
the night before he was denied, It was agreed 
between him and the creditors, that he ſhould 
be denied to any one of them, that he might be 
a bankrupt; and he was denied to me 1n 
e of that agreement; and by anothes 
alſo; | 

Priſoner, Was you at my houſe in the morn- 
ing, and in my company ? 
Heruitt. I was; it was previous to that 
ay. | 
Priſoner. It was the very ſame morning. Did 
not you go out at the back-door ? 

Hewitt, I believe I did. | | 

Priſoner. Do you remember a circumſtance of 
aſking my apprentice whether I was at home? 
what was the anſwer ? 
Hewitt, I cannot tell the anſwer. | 

Priſoner. Do you remember a circumſtance 
of your coming to aſk my apprentice,. Bagley, 
concerning his maſter, and he {aid to you he 
was at home, and you anſwered, he mult ſay he 
was not at home, for you knew he was at 
home ? 

Hewitt, That I do not remember. 

Priſoner. Did you call upon any. buſineſs to aſk 
for money, or if I had any bills? | 

Flewitt, I had a note of the priſoner's payable 
at the banker's. 1 

Q. Did the priſoner owe you any money? 
Hewitt, 
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: Hewitt, He owed me a large ſum of mo- 
ney. 

Priſoner, I bought goods upon nine months 
credit; none was become due then. 45 

Hewitt, I called upon him then on account of 
hearing that ſome of his bills had been returned, 
to know if it was true, being willing to know 
What ſituation he was in. f 

Q, Whether any money was due to you on the 

19th of January ? HR | 

Hewitt, I cannot telF unleſs I look into my 
books. I had a draught of his upon a banker, 
and that was returned me; then it became ne- 
celfary for me to apply to Perrot for the money. 
This was not that day, but the day after. I did 
not receive the money after the commiſſion was 
entered; the commiffion was iſſued on the 19th, 
wbich was the day after. 

' Priſoner's. defence. | 

My lord, all I have to fay is this; that Thomp- 
ſon told goods is very true; but what debts he 
took, how he negotiated them, I cannot ſay. 
All the debts I received of him, I ſent to Mrs, 
Powell at Bath and Weybridge. It is a very | 
great unhappineſs to me that Mr. Thompfon is 
dead; what he knew he would teftify, As to 
thoſe notes, half with me and balf with Mrs. 
Ferne, they were Mrs. Ferne's own. I have 
laid in Newgate ſo long, I have none but her 
to ſupport me; ſhe has fent me a bit of meat, 
tea, and ſugar; and ſhe requeſted me to take 
them half bank-notes into my portmanteau. 
thought I ſhould be very ung ate ful if I did not; 
and the reaſoa ſhe gave was, her houſe had been 
attempted to be broke open twice; and for the 


favours ſhe was pleaſed to compliment me of 
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ſhe ſaid ſhe thought ſhe had ſome little rea- 
fon ſo to do. They aſked me for the key; I 
gave it them. When they found theſe half 
bank-notes ſewed up by Mrs. Ferne, Mr. 
Brown has poſitively ſworn they were covered 
with a piece of white cloth, in a bit of ſilk. 
They were covered with a bit of white dimity. 
When I aſked him to take an account of them 
(for I did not know what notes they were, neither 
did I ever ſee them) he would not let me; but car- 
ried them away. Guilty. Death. 

The Ordinary's account of him is as follows: 
This offender was committed to Newgate, April 
20, 1760, by the commithoners,' for not giving 
jatisfactory anſwers to their queſtions; yet he 
was not conſidered as a crimin |, tiil a part of 
his concealed effects were diſcovered, ſome time 
in june laſt ; previous to which, ad ertiſements 
had been publiſhed, offering 40 per. cent. out of 
fuch concealed effects fo diſcovered. 

The account he gives in his examination where- 
in he attempts to account for 50001], given in 
large ſums during the ſeveral months of one year 
only, to one Sarah Powell, with whom he had 
connections five or fix years, is not only highly 
'mprobable, but alſo inconſiſtent with his tem- 
per, courſe and manner of life, well known' to- 
lome-of his creditors, and by which he inſinuated 
himſelf in their good opinion and credit; for 
he was obſerved tq be ſober and frugal, rather 
of a covetous turn, and generally to be found 
at home of an evening. As to his houſe-keep- 
ing, he gave a guinea, or thereabouts, to his. 
maid-ſervant, weekly, and ſhe returned him an 
exact account of the expences of the - week, 
which ſeldom exceeded 26 or 278. a week, there 
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being but three in family ; and his whole annuai 
expences are believed not to exceed 200 or 250l. 
It throws a ſtrong light on the deſign of this 
bankrupt, that the bulk of his debts were con- 
tracted within 12, , or 8 months before his 
failure; in which time he had contracted a 
weight of credit of 26 or 27,0001. for which 
ſum he failed; whereas it was known from 
his ſhop- books, that he did not owe more than 
3000]. or rather leſs, in any one preceeding 
year of his dealing. IT 
When under examination, no part of his con- 
duct was more generally blameable and odious, 
than his ill treatment of Mr. Whitton. This 
gentleman was a lace-merchant at Northampton, 
who had left of buſineſs with reputation, and 
a fortune of 20 or 30,0001. He, without any 
other tie than fancy, took a liking to Perrott 
from a child, and made it a pleaſure to oblige 
and aſſiſt him. At Perrott's requeſt he lent him 
40001. on eaſy terms; which he had juſt re- 
ceived, and thought to have put into the funds. 
When the commiſſion was out, Perrott charged 
on oath, this friend of bis (whom he has been 
beard to boaſt of as a very uncommon friend) 
with uſury, in taking exceſſive intereſt of 10 
per. cent. and would have rewarded him, not 
only with infamy, and the loſs of his debt, but 
with a proſecution. Thus aiming to fink the 
| ſum of 4,400}. principal and intereſt, appa- 
rently for the benefit of the other creditors, 
but finally for his own: this greatly affected 
Mr. Whitton, ſo far as to touch his health. 
However, by an able folicitor, he effeQually 
wiped off his ſcandal; proving that he had 


taken ſometimes leſs than 5 per, cent. never 
more; 
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more; on which he was admitted by the com- 


miſſioners to prove his debt; and his character 
was cleared, Be 


The diſcovery of the bank-notes, half with 


him, and half with Mrs. Ferne, ſeems remark- 
ably provindential. It was a caſual meeting of 
Mr. Heu it:, a principal creditor, with Mary 
Harris (late ſervant to Mrs. Ferne) on the Ter- 
raſs-walk of Lincolns- inn- garden; where, lean- 


ing over the wall with dejected looks, ſhe was 


obſerved by him, though an utter ſtranger to her, 


and aſked what ailed her? ſhe told him ſhe 
had been turned out of her ſervice by one Mrs: 


Ferne, and knew not where to go. Fhis name 


excited his enquiry z in conſequence of which 
ſhe was directed to Mr. Cobb, Attorney for the 
aſhgnees, and taken care cf till ſhe gave her 
evidence on the trial. She firſt informed them 
that the half bank-notes were ſomewhere con- 
cealed in Perrott's room in Newgate; and that 
the other half were with Mrs. Ferne in her 
houſe; to whom Perrott alſo had given the 
half of a 1000 l. note, in order to purchaſe 
the houſe of Sir John Smith, in Queen ſquare, 
then to be fold by auction. This, with the 
other particulars given in her evidence upon 
the trial, proves he was poſſeſſed of ſome fund, 
ſufficient to ſupply theſe great expences. 

Beſides, when Mrs. Ferne's houſe was ſearch- 
ed, which, by the way was furniſhed in a ſuperb 
taſte, (with an organ to play to her at dinner, 
Sc.) the half notes were found there. And, 
what is ſomewhat curious, when taken before 
Juſtice Fielding, in order to be examined, and 
give an account how he came by theſe notes, 
the told the Juſtice in preſence of the — 

me 
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os of title and figure) that one day taking 
"the air in Hyde-park on her palfry, with. a white 
net work over him, ſhe was taken notice of by 
a gentleman in blue, richly dreſſed, trimmed. 
witn gold, who invited her to go with him; 
and, for the pleature of her company, made 
her a preſent of a bill of 5001. She particularly If 
deſeribed another gentleman, who'met her walk- |} 
ing in St. James's Park, with whom ſhe hack 
another adventure of the fame ſort; the re- 
ward of which was another bill of the ſame 
value. And a third adventure ſhe ſpoke of, 
produced a bill of zc00]. Thus ſhe accounted 
for 2000 l. property in herſelf; in a manner as. 
credible as her friend Pesrott's account of his 
traniactions with Mrs. Powell. 

From the day of his conviction, Perrott was 
moved from his chamber to his cell, in which 
he contracted a cold and hoarſeneſs, became 
more fretful, impatient and querulous, and com- 
plained he was not viſited at his own hours, and 
as often as he appointed. Under this apparent 
zeal for more public-prayers, he had a ſeheme 
concealed, and not clearly opened to me till 
after his execution. He went on daily com- 
plaining, till the iſt or 2d of November, when 
orders were given by the I#ceper, that the two 
criminals, Lee and Perrott, ſhould be confined, 
to their cells cloſer than ever, and: not to 
be out longer than they continued in the 

| Chapel. 8 5 K 413198 3 951% 

On the 3d of November, after prayers, Mr. 
Perrott being called into the cloſet, in order to 
have ſome private converſation with him, would 
not come in, but aſked angrily, what I wanted 
with him? for there ſhould be no ſecrets be- 
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tween us two. To this it was anſwered, God 
help you, I want none of your ſecrets, they 
are now too well known. He would ſcarce 
hear me ſpeak, but interrupting, aſked me a- 
gain if I wanted him to confeſs his ſins to me 
like a papiſt ? and challenged me to ſhew, where 
the bible or church of England required any 
ſuch thing. I immediately opened his own. 
common prayer book, and pointed out par- 
ticularly the exhortation to be read before the 
adminiſtration, of the Holy Communion. Theſe 
reaſons filenced him for the preſent. 

He was born-at Newport-pagnel in Buck- 
inghamſhire, of creditable parents, by whom he 
was entitled to a fortune of 15001, He loſt 
his father at the age of ſeven years, and a 
fond mother at the age of nine. He was edu- 
cated under the care of a guardian, and then put 
apprentice to his half-biother at Hempſtead in 
Hertfordſhire. Her. K 

Having ſerved his time, he came to London, 
in 1747, and placed himſelf with a gentleman: 
of great buſineſs in Cheapſide, mote for the 
fake of experience than as a ſervant, F rom 
thence he meved to Blowbladder-ſtreet, took 
a houſe and dealt for himſelf, Afier which he 
took a houſe on Ludgate Hill where he- lived 
vine years; and. here Mrs, Ferne lived with. 
him ſome time. | 

He is ſaid to have ſuch a delicate palate, as 
to eat peaſe at five ſhillings a quart, even in 
Newgate ; and though he did not ſeem to be 
a man of an ambitious. turn, he affected the 
tate of a king even there, not ſuffering the 
ſervant in waiting to turn her back at any 
tune, but ſhe muſt retire with her face to- 

| wards. 
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wards him. He was about the 38th year 
When he ſuffered ; ſome days before which he 
owned, he had not been at church ſeven times 
in ſeven years. | 

November 10, Perrott was viſited by two 
of his affignees, at different hours, at his own 
requeſt, and alſo by feveral clergymen, who all 
endeavoured to bring him to ſome acknowledg- 
ment for the ſatisfaction of the injured, 

To Mr. Hewitt, who viſited him in the 
morning, and forgave him, he behaved with 
great ſubmiſſion and thankfulneſe, praying for 
and bleſſing him; and then anſwered him a par- 
ticular queſticn, relating to the half bank-note 
for foo l. found in his trunk, and ſeemed fo 


open, that he would anſwer me any queſtion, 


This was before I admitted him to the com- 
munion, which foon after followed, and where 
he declared in the preſence of a worthy clergy- 
man, that he had given up his all to his creditors, 
and that it would be great joy to him, if he could 
add to it, if it was but 201, | 
In the afternoon he was viſited by Mr, May- 
nard, another aſſignee, who ſaw him with equal 
tenderneſs and ccmpaſſion, ' forgave him, and 
prayed for him; and- was received by Perrott 


with the ſame apparent ſenſe of humility and 


gratitude. But when ſome particular queſtions 
were put to him by this gentleman, after a 
Jeep pauſe, Perrott laid, I have this day re- 
ceived the Holy Sacrament, and will anſwer no 
more queſtions. On this change of behaviour, 
had great doubt whether J ſhould' adminiſter 
the Holy Sacrament to him the next morning 
or not; and having conſulted ſome neighbouring 
clergymen, who had viſited them that day, it 
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was brought to this point, that, if he would not 
acknowledge the juſtice of his ſentence, he ſhould 
not be admitted. 42 

Next morning (being that of his execution) 
he 3 with ſome difficulty, the 
juſtice of his ſentence, his objection not ſeem- 
ing to ariſe from an opinion of his innocence, 
but from the illegality of the witneſſes being 
interreſted in the iſſue, and the manner of 
convicting him by circumſtances, as he ſaid; 
which T told him were points of law, deter- 
mined by an authority in which he ought to 
acquieſce, For a few days before he ſuffered, 
and to the laſt, he ſhewed a particular care 
and anxiety about his burial, which he deſired 
to be in the church, at the place of his birth; 
and had choſen out ſome chapters and pſalms 
to be uſed, with a text for bis funcral ſer- 
mon, 4 
At the place of execution, when ] firſt went 
up to him, he was looking round, and enquir- 
ing where his hearſe was, about which bein 
ſatisfied, he then called to a perſon on horſe- 
back, gave him a letter to Mr. Burton, and a 
red checked handkerchief for Samuel Lee, which, 
ſaid he, I promiſed him for a token, Being 
alked, if he was well ſupported and comforted ? 
anſwered, I am, I bleſs God. After the laſt 
bleſſing, he, at parting, thanked and prayed foc 
me; and was ſoon launched into eternity. 

Soon after his execution, the ſtrict order for 
his confinement in the cells, and his, imperious 
behaviour to me, was accounted for thus : that 
a party of ſeamen were hired to come and reſcue 
him in the day-time, when brought down from 
the 
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the cells for chapel; by firſt ſeeuring the turn - 
key at the gate, foreing the keys from him, and 
then carrying off the priſoner. == 


He was executed in Smithfield Nov. 11. 
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The Trial of Jonw Rice, for Forgery. 


FT OHN RICE, broker, was indicted, in April 
1763, for forging and counterfeiting, and 
procuring, knowingly and wilfully, aCting. and 
afhſting in forging and counterfeiting the name 
of Anne Pierce, a perſon then entitled to a 
certain ſhare in the joint ſtock of South Sea 
annuites to a certain pretended letter of attorney, 
purporting to have been figned by the ſaid Anne, 
and to have been ſealed and delivered by her, 
and to be à letter of attorney from her the ſaid 
Anne, to him the ſaid John Rice of Exchange- 
Alley; with intention to defraud the governor 
and company of merchants of Great Britain, 
trading to the South' Seas and other parts of 
America, and for encouraging the fiſhery, againſt 
the form of the ſtatute, Sc. Alſo with intention 
to defraud Thomas Brookſbank; and for felo- 
niouſly endeavouring to aflign and transfer the 
aforeſaid annuities belonging to the ſaid Anne 
Peirce, againſt the ſtatute in that behalf, No- 

vember 19. ö F 
John Henry Fenoulh:t, I belong to the South 
Sea Stock- Office, and new South Sea annuities, 
On the 6th' of November laſt, Mr. Rice came 
to me at my office at the South Sea Houſe, 
and deſired me to make out a letter of attorney 
tor Mrs. Anne Pierce to fell 50001, in . 
A 


— 
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Sea annuities. He was to be the attorney, (I. 
2 a paper) this is the very letter of attorney; 
filled it up. He came to me between one 
and two in the afternoon, and told me the 
gentlemen at the old annuity office were gone, 
and defired me to fill it up for him, which I 
did immediately, and he took it away with 
him. | 
Henry Lowth. Tama clerk in the letter of 


attorney. office for Old South Sea Annuities, 
This letter of attorney was brought to the pro- 


per office, in order for Mr: Rice to transfer by 
it. Mr, Rice acted upon it; he ſold 500 l. to 
Mr. Brookſbank ; it was dated the 6th and ated 
upon the 1oth; every letter of attorney muſt 
be brought a day before it can be acted upon. 
A transfer was mide out by Mr. Rice to 
Mr. Thomas Brookſbank of Exchange Alley. 
I witneſſed the transfer; (the transfer book pro- 
duced) it is No. 94; this is my name; I either 
flaw him write it, or he acknowledged it for 
his hand-writing. (A reteipt produced) the Whole 
of this is Mr, Rice's writing ; he gave it me as 
| - receipt for the ſtock. The receipt is as fol- 

ows. | | 

Old South Sea annuities, 10th of November 
1762, Received of Mr. Thomas Brookſbank 
the ſum of 419] 7s 6d being in full fer 500l. 
in the joint ſtock of South Sea annuities, &c. 


Signed Febn Rice, attorney ta Anne Pierte, 


Il idow, executrix Y Henry Pierce. 
| Fitneſs R. Widbb, 
Henry Lotutb. 
Samuel Bull. I am clerk to the Old South 
Sea annuities, It is my buſineſs to examine 


letters of attorney brought to transfer for ſtocks, 
Vor. IV. B b This 
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This letter of attorney was brought to me as 
one of the committee, and I ſigned-it on the 
_ 8th of November, as believing it to be his hand 
writing. I wrote upon it all; wed, aud ſigned 
my name as allowing it. All the ſuperviſors 
are appointed a committee to examine all letters 
of attorney, Which muſt be allowed one day 
before they are aded upon, and it muſt be allow 
ed by three, and ſigned by them. | 
Robert Montague. I am deputy accomprant, 
Mr. Rice having, by virtue of four letters of 
attorney, in the name of Anne Pierce, widow, 
and executrix to Henry Pierce, transferred the 
ſum of 19,000 l. which letters of attorney were 
produced and ſhewn to Mrs. Pierte (when ſhe 
appeared upon examination on the 27th of De- 
cember laſt,) under which theſe ſeveral transfers 
were made, ſhe declared her name to each, and 
every one of them was forged ; ſhe declired ſhe 
never had any conſideration money. And the 
company was adviſed, under that circumſtance 
of the caſe, to make that ſtuck good, which 
they did. | 3 
Anne Pierce. (She takes the letter of attorney in 
Her hand) this name at the bottom is not my 
hand-writing. I am entitled to ſtock, as ex- 
ecutrix to Mr. Henry Pierce; but never gave 
any letter to Mr. Rice to transfer theſe annui- 
ties to any body. Here is the probate of. my 
hufband's will. Since this, I have had ſtock 
transferred to me. | | 
Thomas Wynne, Lam a waiter at Sam's Coffee- 
houſe; Mr. Rice aſked me to come up ſtaiis. 
(I ſhewn the letter of attorney) this my name 
at the bottom is my hand-writing. Mr. * 
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bid me put my name down there. No body was 
preſent but he and J. | 28 

2, Look at that Lady (meaning Mrs. Pierce) 
was ſhe there ? | | | 

Wynne. I never ſaw her in my life before 
now. After I had done, he bid me go down, 
and ſend up Edward Jones my fellow-ſervant. 
I did not know what I was putting my name to, 
nor did he tell me. | 

Edward Fones. I was a waiter at Sam's Coffee- 
houſe in November laſt; my fellow-ſervant 
toll me Mr. Rice wanted me; I went up; Mr. 
Rice requeſted me to put my name under that 
of my fellow-ſervant's. He did not tell me for 
what; neither did I know what it was; I wrote 
my name as he bid me; only he and I were 
preſent, : | | 

, to Montague, Did you attend Mr. Rice 
when before my Lord Mayor ? 

Montague. I did upon his ſeveral examina-- + 
tions ; thus letter of attorney was there produced 
with others. My lord particularly aſked Mr. 
Rice whether he knew whoſe kand-writing the 
name Anne Pierce was ? he declared it was 
his own hand-writing. He was aſked, who the 
witnelles were? he ſaid, they were waiters at 
Sam's Coffee-houſe. He was aſked if they had 
any reward? he anſwere] no; they did it at his 
requeſt, without fee or reward; and that he 
forged it without the aſſiſtance of any perſon 
whatever, 

Mr. Rice, in his defence, only ſaid, when 
I was at Cambray, they offered to protect me 
if I would change my religion. He then called 
Mr. Mitchel and Mr. Goodwin to his charac- 
ter. They both of them ſaid, they had known 
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him for ſome years; that he had tranſacted buſi- 
neſs for them with all poſſible honour and in- 
tegrity, and never heard any thing amiſs of him 
till this affair, Guilty, Death. 

The Ordinary, in his account of Mr. Rice, 
informs us, that he imputed the beginning of 
his misfortunes to the ſpirit of gaminy, or buy- 
ing ſtock for a time, a practice ſo ” prevalent in 
the alley. He imputed his firft ſhock, to a 
commiſſion he had from Col., Secretary to 
a foreign Ambaſſador. The difference paid b 
bim on that occaſion amounting to 20001. 
were never made good te him by his principal. 
This, with other fe caſes, put him upon de- 
vices to ſupport his credit in the alley, to which 
he at laſt unhappily fell a victim; devices which 
by repeated practice, and the fallacious hope of 
reſtitution, cn a reverſe of fortune in his favour, 
made him forget the fatal conſequences of a 
detection. For when he had alicnated any ſtoek, 
for which he was employed as a broker, he 
punttually paid the intereſt when done; and I 
am well aſſured he has replaced the principal 
a'fo, in ſome ſtocks, without being ſuſpeCted ; 
and had he not ben unexpectedly ſurprized 
with the news of Mrs. Pierce's eoming from 
Yorkſhire, he might have gone as yet undiſ- 
covered, in hopes of recoveting his loſſes, and 
preventing his fate. 52 

One odjection indeed roſe ſtrong againſt this 
hope being well grounded, as being utterly in- 
cor ſiſtent with his unlimited expenfiveneſs 
guitting the ſafe courſe of middle life, in which 
he owned he could fairly make 1000 l. a year; 
and launching into hizh-life, which muſt de- 
mand five oz ten times that income yearly, 2 
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tow n- houſe in a genteel ſtreet, a country-bouſe 
at Finchley, each adorned in high taſte; a 
coach, chariot, and poſt-chaiſe, with ſeveral 
pair of fine horſes for harneſs, beſides ſad- 
dle-hories, ſervants fuitable, a negro, Cc. 

In the account he gave of his behaviour at 
Cambray, he ſaid he had been —— there 
for two months; that an overture was made 
to him from the biſhop to embrace their faith, 
and conform to their religion; which he rejected 
with reſolution; ſaying, he would rather loſe 

his ears or his head. I commended him for ad- 
hering- to his own principles; and hoped he 
might continue in the ſame good diſpoſition. 
put ſome proper tiacts into his hand, beſeech- 
ing him not to forget he was a criminal. Vet 
1 found offence was taken, on account of the 
title and matter of them, called a 0 
addreſs to 2 for crimes. And therefore, I 
ſuppoſe, 1 faw him no more till his trial; be- 
ing kept at the Poultry Compter till tze morn- 
ing it came on: an in lulgen e to which his 
ingenuous behaviour, and re adineſs to acknow- 
iedge and make ſatisfaction for all injuries to 
his utmoſt power, probably recommended him to 
the chief magiſtrate and proſecutors. 

Af er he was brought in guilty, he looked 
up to the Bench with a malt melting, piteous 
face, and many tears, imploring mercy, and 

the interceſſion of the Court with his Majeſty 
to ſpare his life. He was anſwered with words 
of compaſſion for his family, his wife, and him- 
' ſelf; but at the ſame time warned not to flatter 
himſelf with vain hopes of that mercy which was 
not to be expected: © for conſidering your crime, 


and its conſequences, in a nation where cher 
B b 3 ä 15 
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- © ty ſo much paper credit, I muſt tell you (ſaid 
the Lord Chief Juſtice) I think myſelf bound 

* in duty and conſcience to acquaint his Ma- 

jeſty you are no object of his mercy.” Adding, 
* that all public companies concerned in paper 
credit, ſhould take caution from this inſtance, 
* as no doubt they will, to examine ſtrictly all 
letters of attorney, and papers, wherein there 
can be any ſuſpicion of fraud. | 
Aſter this he was daily viſited, and he duly 
attended at chapel. He-fet. about preparing for 
his expected change with deep attention, both 
in common prayer and private devotion, and his 
| behaviour was quite becoming a perſon in his 
caſe. He looked for the Death Warrant for 
ſome days before it came; and when it, came, 
notice of it was kept from him for ſome ſhort 
time, till Mrs. Rice, who was then with him, 
could be conducted home. © * 

Mr. Rice was born in Spital-Square, educated 
at a private academy in the- neighbourhood, 
and lived there till late, when he ſet up his equi- 

page. His father was a man of fair character, and 
moderate fortune; was an upper clerk in the 
South Sea Houſe, and did bufineſs as a broker 
in Change-Alley; his buſineſs in the latter 
enabled him to quit the former, and encouraged 
hin to initiate his ſon, when a ſtripling, in the 
ſame buſineſs, to a conſiderable branch of 
which he introduced him; and dying about 
eight or nine yeats ago, left a handſome pro- 
perty in the funds, by the intereſt of which, 
with his regular and fair tranſactions as a 
broker, he had an income of 12 or 1500l. a 
year. But inſtead of enjoying this with ane 
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and prudence, he would venture for more, by 
porting, gaming (as it is called in the Alley ;). 
o that, as he told me, his loſſes in the whole, 
by paying debts of honour, in that way, 
amounted to 60,0001. He ſaid, the commiſſion 
of bankruptcy, taken put againſt him by his 


attorney, after he fled, was not by his order; 


and that he took not above the ſum of 3 or 400l. 
abroad with him; that Mrs. Rice, not know- 
ing his caſe, but in general that ſomething was 
amiſs, was hurried after him with the bulk of 
what he had left in bank notes; that ſhe got 


to the coaſt of Holland; but the hard froſt with. 


the ice on that coaſt, ſetting in, obliged the cap- 
tain to cut his cables and run, leaving his an- 
ahor; he was driven back to Harwich, from 
whence ſhe returned to Londen, fearing and ſuſ- 
pecting no ill conſequence; but quickly found 
herſelf taken into cuſtody, and examined, » hav- 
ing notes, to the value of 47001. as it is ſaid, 
concealed about her ſtays; this ſhe was 
obliged to ſurrender, which, with the produce of 
his effects, he apprehended would be applied 
to the account of the commiſſion of bank- 
ruptcy. g(t Mie 
On the morning of execution, his behaviour 
was placid and compoſed, pious and reſigned, 
and he anſwered the particular queſtions propoſed 
to him with an open freedom: As, whether a 
protection was really offered him, on the terms 
of conforming to their religion. at Cambray ? 
heanſwered, that it really was ſo at firſt, but that 
their zeal relaxed in proportion to the preſſihg 
aud repeated demands of court to have him gi- 
ven up; and alfo on their diſcovering he was 
not ſo rich as they expected. Whether he had 
2 
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any accomplices? this he ſtil} denied. To what 
value his forgeries amounted? he anſwered, to 


about 45, o J. 
His wife read to him, Taylor's Holy Living and 


Dying. He expreſſed a lively hope, and was 


endeavouting to confirm himſelf in it. His wife 
took leave of him the ſame night, and was pru- 
gently fent out of town early next morning, 
| He had applied to have a coach to the place 
of execution; which not being granted, he 


expreſſed great indifference about it, and had a 


cart to himſelf, accompanied by a friend, who 
corverſed with, and aſſiſted him in the way. At 
the tree he was ſilent, except in prayer, till he 
was executed. IS 


_— — 2 —— 
— ——_ 


The Trial of Pau Lawn, for the 


Highway. 


AUL LEWIS was indicted, for that he ; 


with a certain offenſive weapon called a 
piſtol, on John Cook, wilfully and feloniouſſy 


made an aſſault, with intent the money of 
the ſaid John Cook to ſteal, againſt the form on 
the Statute, &c. March 12, 1763. To which he | 


pleaded, Not Guilt 


He was a cond time indicted for being an 


ill-deſigned and diforderly perſon, of a wicked 
mind and diſpoſition, not regarding the laws 
and ſtatutes of the realm, nor pains or penal- 
ties that ſhould fall thereon; that he ca the 
12th of March laſt, with a certain piſtol, loaded, 
did ſhoot at Jofeph Brown, he being on the 
King's highway. PE” 

, Ju 


+ 
+ 
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Joſeph Brown, I was going home on the 
12th of March laſt to the Sarilh of Wildſden ; 
within about a quarter of a mile of my own 
home, the prifoner came up and clapped. a 
piſtol to my breaft, and bid me ſtop. I ſaid, for 
what? TI ſhall not top, this is my way home; 
he cried ſtop again. I ſaid, it is not my intent to 
ſtop to you, neither will I be ſtopt. I paſſed him, 
and went on; he came up on the fide of me, 
and then ſhot at me //ap, and by my horſe's ſtart- 
ing I fell, but fell on my feet. — about 
and ſaw Mr. Pope had got the priſoner in his 
cuſtody; I went and took hold of him, and 
clapped my knee on his breaſt, and ſaid, purſue 
the other, for there was another man in com- 
pany with the priſoner that rode off. He pur» 
ſued, while I was holding the priſoner on the 
ground; he begged for mercy, ſaying, he was 
a gentleman bred, and if I would let him get 
up, he would go with me wherever I pleaſed. 
had not the preſence of mind to ſearch him. 
J let him get up; after which he clapped ano- 
ther piſtol to my breaſt, and ſaid, now, d---n you, 
I'll ſhoot you dead. I knocked the piſtol from 
my body with my right-hand downwards, and as 
it pointed to my thigh, he ſnapt it, and it 
flaſhed in the pan, but did not go off, I im- 
mediately kicked up his heels, and clapt my knee 
upon his breaft, and with my garters tied his 
hands and took his piſtols; after which I de. 
livered him into the cuſtody of the conſtable, I 
took ten bullets and a bullet-mould from him.; 
we found that the piſtol he ſnapt at me was 
loaded with powder and one ball; theſe 
are the - piſtols which he had; producing: 


tie. 2 f 
Priſoner. 
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& mes Whether I threatened to ſhoot 
you? 8 11 | 5 . 
; Brown, Not as I heard. 
: Priſoner, Did not you ſay, if I would give you 
money, you would let me go? RE 
Brown, No, I did not. 35 
Francis Pepe. As I was going from London 
on the 12th af March, between five and fix iu 
the evening, I met a chariot near Mr. Godfrey's; - 
a gentleman and lady were in it; the coachman 
faid to me, take care; I turned my horſe, and 
faid, did you ſpeak to me? yes, we have juſt 
been robbed by two bighway-men ; they are 
now waiting in the bottom, I would not have 
you go that way. I ſaid, I muſt go that way; 
It is my way home. I went on pretty faſt; 
when I came within a. quarter of a mile of wy 
own home, turning a ſhort corner of the road, 
J ſaw two men ſitting on their horſes with 
maſks on their faces; it did not much ſurprize 
me, becauſe I expected to ſee them. I kept 
riding .on, thinking I might releaſe the man 
they then attacked; the priſoner diſcharged 
a piſtolz I immediately ſaw Mr. Brown 
— his horſe, and imagined he might be 
on: + | | 
Q. Could you fee what aim the priſoner 
took ? | | 
Pope. I could not diftinguiſh that, hut J 
. ſaw the ſmoak pretty near Mr. Brown's head; 
with that I clapped ſpur to my horſe, and rode 
up to the priſoner, took him by the callar, and 
pulled him down; his partner then made a re- 
treat, Mr, Brown came, and called me by my 
name, and ſaid, Pl take care. of this man, do 
you purſue the other. I was off my horſe, I 


got . 
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got up again, and purſued about three quarters 
of a mile; he found I gained ground of him, fo 
quitted his horſe and got into the fields, and [I 
tok him; I got his -horſe, - 

te Brown! Did he demand any money of 

1! 

Brotun. No, but he bid me ſtop. | 

Prifontr. This man is an atheiſt; he gives 
it out in the neighbourhood, that he be- 
lieves their is neither God nor Devil. 1 
think ſuch a man's oath ſhould not go in ſuch 
a caſe, 

Jobm Cook. I was going from town whea 
it was about ſun- ſet. Two men came after me, 
and cried ftop, ftop. I looked at them, and 
faw they were maſked ; they faid, we mutt 
have your money. I faid, I am a poor man, 
and have no great matter of money. I pulled 
my money out; they both preſented a piſtol 
at me; they ſaid, you have mote; | ſaid, I had 
no more; they 5 d, they were ſure I had. 
While we were in the ail ourſe, one. of them 
ſaid to the other, go and ſtop that man; then 
Lewis went from me, and the other ſtaid. Pre- 
ſently he ſaid to me, don't ſtir, or go away, 
or to that purpoſe; he left me, and at that time 
I faw three men on the ground, and the other 
riding away. I went to their aſſiſtance; they ſent 
to the Green, and aſſiſtance came. 

. to Breton. Was the priſoner maſked when 
he warited you to ſtop? 
Brown. He was, fad alſo when he fired the 
piſtol. 

George Stoaler. I am conſtable; I was 
ſent for to take the PR in cuſtody; 1 

found 
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found ten bullets, and ſome powder in his 


pocket. 8 
Priſoner's Defence, 
Seeing the evidence is ſo plain, I can fay 
little to it; to be ſure, when I ſaw Farmer 
Cook turn round the corner, I did fire at the 
horſe, any one in my circumſtances would have 
done the ſame; but I do declare I never had 
any intention to take the man's life. This 
thing has been fo repreſented to my friends, 
that I have none here to ſpeak for me; fo I 
leave it entirely to the Court. Guilty, Death. 
The Ordinary gives a very long account of 
the behaviour of this malefactor after his con- 
viction; a great part of which conſiſts in the 
many affronts he received from the priſoner in 
the courſe of his attendance upon him,. and 
in the diſcharge of his office ; his impious con- 
tempt and difregard of every thing ſacred ; his 
profeſſed diſbelief of the ſcripture, or making 
them the ſubjects of his prophane mirth. Hau- 
ing ſaid this, we think it unneceſſary to givea | 
minute recital of the various inſtances eel 
to that purpoſe, We ſhall therefore only ſe- 
Tet ſuch paſſages as beſt ſerve to characterize 
the man. h | Pd =, 
Paul Lewis, it ſeems, was reported to be one 
ol ten children of a worthy, clergyman in 
lerland. But the Ordinary ſays he was born at 
Horſemanſeaux in Suſſex; and that his paren- 
tage and education were ſuch as would have 
given him credit and advantage, had he not diſ- 
graced and diſappointed them. | 
About the age of ſix, he was placed out at 
a good foundation ſchool, where being received 


into the firſt form, when a gentleman in the 
higheſt 
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higheſt went off to the Univerſity where he con · 
tinued three or four years to take up his firſt 
degree of B. A. and returning to be uſher in 
the ſame ſchool found Paul Lewis ſtill in the 
firſt form, where he had left him; fuch was his 
incapacigy, ſo impenetrable his head to the rudi- 
ments of learning. For this reaſon, among 
others, when his period of ſeven years on the 
foundation was expired, inſtead of being fent to 
the Univerſity, his father took him home, where 
he with ſome of his brothers, being grown up 
to gay idle young fellows who muſt have money 
to ſpend, became ſuſpected by the neighbouring 
gentlemen. This put them upon providing for 
them at a diſtance; and Vaul was made a Mon- 
troſe at Woolwich. As ſprightly dunces often 
turn out fops and beaus, ſo Paul, by yying with 
his ſuperior officers in dreſs; ſoon got into his 


'tiylor's books, to the amount of 1501. which 


oMliged him to decamp, and quit this geateel 
ſupport, We hear of him next in the marine 
or ſea-ſervice, where ſeveral of his early feats 
o courage were boaſted of, and ſome of more 
ſtratagem than honour: ſuch as his coltecting 
three guineas a head from his brother officers in 
a man of war, to lay in freſh ſtore for a Wet 
India voyage, go nz a-ſhore to buy them, and 
forgetting to return to the (Kip. ; 

It appears from ſeveral of his lat: ſt ranting 
boaſts, a few days before he ſuffer:d, that he 
valyed himſelf much upon his well-laid ſchemes, 
to rob with ſafety and impunity. | | 

Of this kind was the following fat. Being 
recommended, about a year ago, to the Lords 
of the Admiralty for preferment; while he waited 
about town, he ſettled himſelf at the Bull Ale 

Vor, IV. ; Cc houſe 


* 


1 


290 Trial of Paul Lewis, | 
houſe in the Borough, from before dinner till 


met, 


midnight; he had beſpoke a horſe to be ready 


for him at nine in the evening, in the ſame 
neighbouthood. Between eight and nine, he 


ſaid to the people of the Bull, what have you 
got for ſupper? whatever it was, he pretended 
not to like it, but would ſtep to his own lodg- 
ings, and get ſomething he liked better. In 
this interval he rid out, robbed Sir T. H----y 


and ſon, in their coach going to Clapham, be- 


tween Newington and Vauxhall, of caſh and 
bank-notes to a conſiderable value, and quickly 
returned to the Bull. When tried for this fact, 


the people of the houſe ſwore he had been there 


that day 12 hours ; 0.* half hour excepted ; in 


which the Jury judging it next to impoſſible he 


could commit the robbery, they. acquitted him, 
tho' ſworn to both by the gentlemen and their 
ſervants. Soon after, he was met by a friend 
and companion, who was glad to ſee him at 


large, and aſked him which ſide of the evidence 


was forſworn? he anſwered, neither; but he 
had got the buſile (meaning the caſh) in his 
pocket. Food 1 
He had promiſed to write the hiſtory of his 
own life, and give it the Ordinary, for him to 


publiſh; but afterwards told him he deſigned 
to give it to another clergyman : to. which the 


Ordinary anſwered, he hoped it would be fuch 
as ſhould deter others from following his ſteps, 


and not allure them. He anſwered in theſe 


1 words: if to tell them, that after 
the firſt fat he committed he was ever in fear, 


and under apprehenſion that every man he 


6 taker=- hat ſhould be the encouragement be 


* 2 7 buſh he ſaw, was a thief- 


would 
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* would give them; aſſuring them, that ſince he 

fell into this way, in which he had long reign- 

* ed, he never could be eaſy.” 

| Lewis often preſſed to be admitted to the 
Sacrement, but was as often refuſed, till he had 

given pro ofs of a better diſpoſition for it than he 

had yet ſhewn. oe 


In this interval a neighbour went with the 


Ordinary to Chapel, and obſerving Lewis's in- 


decent aid obſtinate behaviour, took the chari- 


table freedom to reaſon with him after prayers, 
that his duty and intereſt ſhould prevail with 


him to comply with thoſe rules and directions. 


given him for his own benefit, in which the 
Ordinary could have no private end or advantage. 
He anſwered him, whether I am fit or no, 
what is that to him? D. him, I ſhall lick 
him before I have dine with him, if be don't give 
it me, In a word, his behaviour was ſuch, 
a3 ſhocked every one who were witneſſes of 
ik, w— 


On Saturday, May 1, ſays the Ordinary, I | 


adminiſtered the Sacrament to Mr. Rice, and 
ſome others, when Lewis would have forced 
himſelf upon me to be admitted to it; and be- 
cauſe I refuſed, he reviled me, and ſaid, he 
would not be examined by a Jacobite Parſon ; 


adding, unluckily enough, I am @ true chriſtian, 


as much as you are a ſooundrel. 
The ſame morning, js | was aſſured by two 
gentlemen. preſent in the Chapel, while 1 was 


in the cloſet between prayers and ſermon, Lewis 


was boaſting of his heroic ſpirit and genius for 
the highway, ſwearing he did not value his life, 
but to ba, diſappointed; for it was a d--n'd 
well-laid fcheme ; it would have got us 10001. 
C 2 in 
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in a week. And in leſs than half an hour after 
this he would have forced himſelf to the Lord's 
table, as beſore- mentioned. | 

An ther inſtance of the depravity of this har- 
dened villair, was, the trick he played off upon 
his own aged father, afflicted and depreſſed in 
himſelf, as he muſt be: when his father viſited 
him for the laſt time in Newgate, he put 12 
guineas into his hand for his- preſent ſupply ; 
the youth dextrouſly ſlipt one into the cuff of his 
fleeve, and then opening his hand to his father, 
ſhcwed him eleven, ſaying, you have given me 
dut /o many; his father put his hand into his 
pocket, took out another guinea, and gave it 
to this ingenious artiſt ; of which Paul ſoon 
after boaſted, ſaying, I have flung the eld fool out 
of another guinea. 8 is confidently affirmed that 
he made as free with his. father's character, 
when he was at liberty, telling him, he 'only 
preached the money out of people's pockets, 
&fter all this (ſuch was the proflgacy of this 


21 corrigible wretch) on the eve of his Jaſt day, 
| he threatened me, that he would take care I ſhould 


river attend another dying criminal. | 
On the morning of execution, ſoon aft er 


| prayers were begun, Lewis was conducted up in 


a flurry to the Chapel, and came and kneeled 
oppolite to me at the table, while I was repeat- 


ing the petition of the Litany, ,* from all falſe 


goctrine, hereſy and ſchiſm ; from hardneſs of 
* heart, and contempt of thy word and com- 
mand ;- O Lord deliver us.” The ſuffrage 
cr reſponſe he repeated aloud, and it is hoped 
it reached his heart; he kept up his attention 
and fervency in making his reſponſes through 


the-Litany, till he came to this part of that _ 
rable. 
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rable prayer for ſupport under =MiQion, * and 
gracibuſſy hear us that thoſe evils, which the 
* craft and ſubtilty of the Devil or man work- 
eth againſt us, be brought to nought, and by 
the providence of thy goodneſs they may be 
* diſperfed ; that we thy fervants, being hurt by 
no perſecution,'---it was added, ns kind of ſuf= 
fering. At theſe words, he dropped on his fide 
dy the table, and as he fell, he cried out, O my 
family ! we took him up, ſet him on afſear, and 
uſed proper means to recover him; which being 
done, he kneeled down in the ſame place again. 
Soon after, he himſelf eſpied, lying by him on 
the floor, a new claſp-penknife, which feemed 
ro have dropped from him when he fell. He 
held it up in his hand, with a look and geſture, 
to expreſs his thankful aſtoniſhment for being 
prevented from making the uſe of it, which he. 
would be unierſtq)d to have intended it for; 
Mr. M---who knceled near him, took it out of 
his hand. | 

He then explained to us, that Mr. Akerman 
by going into the cell to him when he was left 
alone, had prevented him from putting it to the 
horrid uſe for which he had kept it, in his 
pillow, ever ſince he was a priſener ; he fhewed 
us the boſom of his ſhirt torn down for that 
purpoſe, and faid, that when fearched, he 
dropped it into his ſhoe, whence it flew out by 
his fall in the Chapel. He alſo pulled a paper 
out of his pocket, wherein he had tranſcribed 
ſome verſes of the bible, wickedly wreſted, 
and abſurdly perverted, to juſtify the horrid . 
crime of ſuicide; it was the account of Saul 
and his armour-bearer's death ſelf-inflifed, 1 Sam. 


xxi. : 
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Al Lewis ſeemed now. to return to his duty 
and put on the penitent, he was queſtioned 
about his diſpoſition to receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment; and, among many other queſtions, was 
aſked, whether he bad any accomplices? this 
he could not deny. Whetber he did not think 
it his duty to diſcover and name them for 
the public good, and his own private peace of 
confeience, that they might be brought to re- 
n'a C or to juſtice? to this he anſwered, that 
he had wrote and ſent to them all, to quit 
their wicked courſes. But as to any thing more, 
they had all ſworn to each other, by kneeling 
on the bible, with the moſt dreadful impre- 
cations on him who ſhould ever betray his 
- fellows, That he had been now three years 
on the highway, and that he never hurt any 
ane; denied that he was the perſon who ſhot 
the coachman through the hat; declared he 
had been ever true to his accomplices, and 
that the man who was falſe after fuch an oath, 
and ſuch a league, merits damnation, 
Preſumptuous abuſe ! moſt abſurd perverſion 
of the bible! to kneel upon it, and ſwear to live 
in open violation of all its laws, and defiance 
of all its judgments! and imagine that this laid 
any obligation on the conſcience, or bound to 
any thing but a moſt profound humiliation and 
hearty repentance. But there was no time now 
to come at and confute thoſe eapital errors of 
learning ſuicide, . and the deſecratjon and abuſe 
of God's holy word, from the book itſelf, We 
muſt now be content with general expreflions of 
xepentance for all that is paſt, and earneſt prayers 
For his pardon. By this and ſuch means he was 


admitted to the holy ſacrament, and ſeemed 
| to 
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to behave with compliance, and an humble 
and thankful ſubmiſſon. He now ſaid, he 
would anfwer me any queſtions; and la- 
mented the ill terms he had been upon with me 
hitherto. | 8 8 
Bein brought to the place of execution, he 
aſked, if he had any thing to ſay to the 
ſpectatots, by way of warning? Lewis ſpoke to 
this effect: This dreadful ſight will not, I he- 
© lieve, invite any of you to come here by fol- 
* lowing my example, but rather to be warned 
* by me, 2. but twenty three years of age, 
© a clergyman's ſon, bred up among gentlemen: 
© This wounds me the deeper; for, to whom 
© much. is given, of him the more is required. 
My friends, I entreat you all, avoid ſuch. 
X 3 as may bring you here, for every 
-* cauſe, eſpecially for the fake of your family. 
© Let the memory of my evil action die with 
me, and do not reflect on my aged father, 
* Hitherto I have been adiſgrace to all that knew 
* me. Were I to begin my life again, 1 ſhould 
live an honour to ſociety.” Soon after this he 
* was launched into eternity. 5 
A day or two before he ſuffered, he ſent the 
following letter, directed to James Eyre, Eſq. 
Recorder of the city of London. PRES 


'Worthy Sir, N 

I beg pardon for the liberty I have taken in 
© addrefling myſelf to you; but on feeing a per- 
« ſon in court, who was the chief inſtrument 
© of my ruin, ſhocked me ſo much as to pre- 
© vent me from ſaying what I intended, before | 
£ the dreadful ſentence was paſſed on me. I 
am ſorry I have occaſion to mention my fa- 
« mily, 5 


* * 
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© mily, or my ſervices to my country; but hope 
your condeſcenſion will be ſuch as to pardon 
© the intruſion. As I am defcended from Laud, 
* Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the reign of 
K. Charles I, and from the Roberts's and 
* Walpoles; my grandfather, on my mother's 
© fide, was chaplain to the T ower of London; 
and on my father's fide, chaplain to Lord 
Scarborough; my pr.fent father, chaplain to 
a noble peer, and has many more chiidren, 
moſt of whom have ſerved the government 
all this war: Humbly hope, that in regard to 
arr antient, and no leſs reputable family, you 
will report me to his Majefty as favourable as 
the circumſtances of this unhappy affair will 
admit. | 
Being kept ſo many ſeſſions before tried, 
and after wards kept in for debt, drove me ta 
ſuch diſtreſs, as to render me deſtitute of the 
neceſſaries of life; and finding my character 
gone, never to be retrieved in England, my 
intention was, as ſoon as I could get a little 
money, to go to Admiral Lewis (a near te- 
lation of mine) ip the Ruſſian ſervice, 
and to have retrieved my character in that 
country, which I unfortunately loſt in my 
own. Hal | | 

* Therefore, Sir, I muſt again entreat you to 
* intercede with his Majeſty in my behalFFthat 
I may be wanſporced! for lite; and as I am not 
* 23 years of age, ſhould I be ſo happy as to 
* experience his Majeſty's lenity, __ * to 
prove myſelf a friend to fociety. When 2 
man, Sir, is bereft of his character, deſpiſed, 
and difarmed, ſorſaken of all his friends, any 
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action he does muſt partly be connected with a 
degree of madneſs. - | | 
© If this ſhould not be enough to prejudice you 
* on my behalf, I hope, Sir, when [ acquaint 
vou, that J had the honour of ſerving his late 
and preſent Majeſty for ſeven years, as Cadet, 
Midſhipman, and Lieutenant; and, as far as 
my abilities would allow, ever chang my 
duty; particularly at the taking of Senegal, 
the burning the ſhips in Conallen Bay, the re- 
duction of Cherbourg, the unfortunate Battle 
of St. Caſſe, the ſiege of Guadaloupe, and the 
engagement under Sir Edward Hawke, and 
ſeveral engagements with privateers and fri- 
gates; theſe my ſervices, I hope, will induce 
_ to endeavour to ſave my life, which may 
the means of preventing my poor brothers 
and ſiſters from being orphans, and the grey 
* hairs of my aged parents falling untimely to the 
grave. Which interceſſion on my behalf ſhall 
* de ever gratefully acknowledged by ; 
Pour moſt unfortunate, and diſtreſſed , 
. © Humble Servant, 
| P. Lewis, 
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The Trial of Wiltiam CorBETT, far 
| Murder. | 


T the aſſizes held at Kingſton for the Coun- 

ty of Surry, on Thurſday the 29th day of 
March, 1764, WILLIAM CORBETT, late 
Mariner and Shipwright, was indicted, for that 
ne, on the 25th day of March, did wg 
. | ult 
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aſſault, and wilfully, maliciouſly, and feloniouſly» 
did cut the © throats of Henry Knight and 
rag his wife, contrary to the king's peace, 

He was a ſecond time indicted, on the Coro- 
ner's Inqueſt, for feloniouſly ſlaying the ſaid Hen- | 
ry Knight and Anne his wife. 

He was a third time indicted for feloniouſl 
ſtealing, taking and carrying away: in the dwel- 
Img-houfe of the ſaid Henry Knight, divers 
pieces of foreign gold coin, called moidores, 
thirty-fix ſhilling pieces, &c. and monies, of the 
current coin of this kingdom, plate, conſiſting , 
of table-ſpodns, GOES Ec. Wearing ap- 
parel, and other goods, the property of the ſaid 
_— Knight as the pariſh and county afore- 
—_-: 

Sarah Martin depoſed, that ſhe was ſervant to 
the deceaſed, and that ſhe had lived with them 
ſore time; that the priſoner, being a lodger in 
the deceaſed's houſe, he came there in the evening, . 
and called for a pint of beer, and while he was 
drinking it, one Mr, Hall ſoon followed, w ho 
was aſked by the priſoner to driak with him, 
at the ſame time deſiring to know, if Mr. Hall 
had not been à ſhip-mate of his; to which he 
reply'd,” I think I have; and then they drank 
to each other; that after Mr, Hall was gone, the 
priſoner deſired to have a pint of hot made; and 
this deponent, Sarah Martin, was about to make 
it: but her miſtreſs told her, that ſhe herſelf 
would get it ready, and deſired her to go to bed, 
and when the houſe was cloſe ſhut up, ſhe went 
up to bed, and her miſtreſs ſoon followed, her 
maſter being gone to bed before, as was his 
cuſtom, becauſe he wied to riſe generally — 
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fiſt perſon in the morning to get purl ready for 
the cuſtomers; this being between the Saturday 
and Sunday, it was not cuſtomary for them to 
open the hguſe fo ſoon as on working-days, that 
the aroſe and came down ſtairs about ſeven 
o'clock, and ſeeing no perſon below, ſhe was 
furprized ; that on going up ftairs, ſhe ſaw the 
diſmal ſcene of her matter and miſtreſs being 
murdered, their throats being cut, and many 
other marks of violence appearing on their 
bodies; ſhe immediately alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood; the priſoner was gone, the drawers 
ranſacked, and the things were in great confuſion 
about the room; that no one being in the houſe 
but herſelf, ſhe was ſuſpected ; but it pleaſcd 
God that the priſoner was apprehended the ſame 
day, at the Six Bells, near Mill-Pond Stairs, 
Rotherhithe, and ſuch convizcing proofs of his 
guilt appeared, that any further apprehenſion of 
her being concerned in this bloody tranſaction, 
ſoon ceaſed; that on the priſoner's being carried 
before Samuel Gillam, Eſq; a wortby juſtice 
of the peace in Rotherhithe, he was examined, 
but denied, at that time, having any knowledge 
of the murder or robbery ; notwithſtand.ng ſome 
of her maſter's cloaths, money, and other things, ' 
were found upon him, which he pretended was 
given him by two men that he ſaw come down 
early in the moi ning out of the deceaſed's houle ; 
which men, he ſaid, he had little knowledge ot; 
de then charged Mr. Thomas Hall with being 
concerned in this unhappy affair, but could not 
make any proof of it; for Mr. Hall behaving 
always as an honeſt man, he was generally be- 
lieved, by the whole neighbourhood, to be in- 
tirely innocent, as more fully appeared when 
. ö | * 


300 Trial of WilLiam CoRBETT, 
the jury, ſummoned by Harvey Acton, Eſq. 
Coronet of the county, fat on the bodies of the 
two deceaſed, to take an inquiſition of the. ſaid 
murder. The maid gave her evidence in a very 
clear and diſtinct manner, and the priſoner 
alked no queſtions of her, as he had confeſſed 
the murder and robbery, in all their horrid 
circumſtances, on the Friday before his trial. 
Robert Knight depoſed, that he was the ſon 
of the deceaſed ancient couple, and that he was 
poſitive the things that were found upon the 
priſoner, when he was apprehended, were 
the property of his late father and mother, 
Thomas Hall depoſed, that he was drinking 
at the houſe of the deceaſed, with the priſo ner, 
on the Saturday night, and that he left him 
ty late, there being no one to his knowledge in 
the houſe, except the ſervant maid, the priſoner, 
and Nr. Knight and his wife. 
It appra ed by the evidence of other witneſſes, 
that the appare] found on the priſoner was the 
property of the deceaſed ; and it appeared further 
on plain evidence, that Corbet, after he had per- 
p2trated theſe murders and Robbery, went over 
the water. : 
The waterman depoſed, that the priſoner hir- 
ed him at Patliament Stairs in Rotherhithe, early 
on Sunday morning, and agreed to give him 
* ſix-pegce and a pot of beer to carry him to Bil- 
lingſgate, and that he jumped into the boat, and 
bid him row all the way under ſhore, for that 
© wguld be the barber:* when he was landed at 
| Billingſgate, he went to an, alehouſe in Dark- 
houſe-lane, where he drank very plentifully, and 
was pretty much intoxicated; after which he 
. deſired to 0 to bed, which was not refuſed him, 


as the public-houſes about Billingſgate fit up — 
| | 24 night 
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night to lodge and entertain paſſengers, who go 
down and come up the river by water- carriage 
to Graveſend, or elſewhere,---that when the 
priſoner aroſe in the morning, he called for li- 
quors, and ſome coffee, and behaved himſelf very 
irregular and outrageous, threatening to cut a 
man's throat who refuſed to drink with him; 
and after ſome time went away from that houſe 
on the Surry ſide of the water, where there was 
a diligent Lurch making after him, not only in 
that neighbourhood, but in many ports of the 
town, where ſea-faring perſons are ſuſpected of 
hiding themſelves, after they have committed 
any atrocious crime, particularly ſearch was 
made about Rag-Fair, Salt-petre Bank, Church- 
Lane, Whitechapel, Kingſland-Road, the Lodg- 
ing-houſe in the Purlieus of St. Giles's in the 
Fields, and other ſuſpected places; but while this 
was doing, Corbett was ſecured on the Surry 
ſide on Sunday afternoon, and ſafely con- 
ducted to, and ſecured in the New-Gaol, 
at the ſame time ſtiſty denying his having any 
knowledge of either the murders or the rob- 


bery. | 

10 further appeared, by the evidence of a wa- 
terman who brought him from Billingſigate, that 
the priſoner, when he was in the boat, deſired 
that he might be landed in Rotherhithe, and bid 
him make all the haſte he .could, at the ſame 
time enquiring of him, if he had not heard of a 
diſmal fire there; the Waterman ſaid he had not 
heard of any fire. No! ſaid the priſoner, (in a 
ſeeming ſurprize) I have ſome friends there, and 
Jam going to aſſiſt them all that is in my 
power. 24414 
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During the courſe of the examination of the 
witneſſes, the priſoner aſked very few queſtions, 
having before given up all hopes of faving his 
life: And, after a ſhort hearing, the Jury found 
him guilty of the two inditments for the mur- 
der of Mr. Knight and his wife, and alſo guil- 
of the indictment for robbing the houſe, 
Death. . 

Immediately after the verdict was given into 
Court, ſentence was paſſed upon him to be hang- 
ed, and afterwards to be diſſected and anato- 
mized; but the latter part of the ſentence was 
altered, and he was ordered to be hung in 
chains. | 

William Corbett, about 38 years of age, was 
born in the town of Portſmouth, in New Hamp- 
ſhire in America, and originally brought up to 
the buſineſs of a Shipwright, being the occu- 
pation of his father and uncle. The account he 
gave Was, that his mother 'dying when he was 
but a ſtripling, he did not meet with good uſage 
fiom his maſter Mr. James H---ghes, which in- 
duced him to run away, with two other lads, 
from New Hampſhire to ConneQicut in New- 
England, where he ſhipped himſelf on board a 
ſloop, ------ Huſley, commande d went a | 
voyage or two, as a failor, an Me American | 
coaſt, but his wages amounting to little or | 
nothing, and being half ſtarved on board of the 
ſhip, he deſerted at Boſton in New England, 
and hired himfelf as a ſervant to one Mr. In- t 
wood, who was a conſiderable dealer in Lum- 0 
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ber, which uſed to be carried from thence to 

divers parts of the Weſt-Indies, and in two of 

Mr. Inwood's veſſels, he went ſeveral tradin 

voyages, with very little profit to himſelf, an > 
| not 
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not with more ſatisfaction to his maſter, Who 
detected him, more than once of committins 
divers thefts on ſhip- board, and ſeverely puniſh” 
ed him by whipping, &c. a practiee and dif” 
cipline much uſed in that part of the world, 
upon youth that cannot be reſtrained by fair 
words and good uſage. He was, about this 
time, inthe 15th year of his age, and had been 
guilty of many crimes, which he ſaid one of his 
age would bluſh for, that had either ſenſe of 
their duty to God or man; but being brought 
up, in his infancy, among as bad a fet of 
people as live on the face of the earth, he had 
no better notion of honeſty or morality than to 
ſteal and carry off what he conveniently could 
come at; for thoſe friendleſs lads, who are en- 
gaged in the ſa-ſervice, are obliged to put up 
with what they can get, both as to apparel and 
proviſions, from their maſters, and oftner 
meet with cruel ſtripes than any encou- 
ragement, let their behaviour be ever ſo de- 
ferving. ö 

He continued theſe trading voyages on board 
different veſſels, il he was near twenty years 
old, and had never ſaved twenty ſhillings that 
he could call his own; and was all that time 2 
poor miſerable wretch, that had ſcarcely gar- 
ments to hide his nakedneſs; but the ſeamen, 
in that part of the world, have little regard to 
their dreſs, ſo they can get their ſwill of li- 
quors, eſpecially ſpirits, to the drinking .of 
which he was greatly addicted, even from his 
childhood, and to ſuch exceſs, even before he 
was ſixteen years old, that his brains were ſome- 
times diſtracted; and in the frantic drunken fits, 
he uſed to be very miſchievous, but the particu- 
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lars he was unwilling to diſcover. He was 
aſked, if he had been guilty of any murder, or 
other enormous offence in America, or any part 
of the Weſt-Indies, to which he declined giv- 
ing a direct anſwer, and ſaid, he had a load of 
guilt on his conſcience, ſufficient to torture the 
breaſts of twenty men, who might have a better 
way of thinking than he had; for that his life 
had been one continued fcene of wickedneſs, 
ever fince he could diſtinguiſh good from bad; 
that his different evit ways had Jed him, from 
one crime to another, till he had been guilty 
of the murder of the two perſons who had ſus» 
coured him, and entertained him in their houſe, 
oo he was friendleſs, and very poor and pen- 
nileſs, | 
He ſaid that the laſt voyage he made in 
America, was. to Newfoundland, with Cap. 
Warton, on the Fiſhety in the year 1755, on 
boatd the Loyal Kitty, a ſhip fitted out for 
that purpoſe, who, for her conſtruction and a 
prime ſailor, was the beſt bottom he ever went 
in, ta that part of the world; with this gen- 
tleman he might have been very happy, but as 
his uſual method of drinking, and intolerable 
bc haviour, increaſed upon him, he was diſcharged 
at St. John's, tho' his commander had other- 
u iſe a great liking to him, as he was an expert 
ſeaman, and very uſeful as a ſhip carpenter. 
He ſaid that he might have lived very happy at 
St. John's Harbour, which is the capital of the 
iſland of Newfoundland, and chiefly inhabited by 
the ſubjects of the crown of Great Britain, and 
is a fine commodious harbour, commanded by 
ſeveral ſtrong forts, and a boom that ſhuts it up 


from the invaſion of enemies. The climate r 
; muc 
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much the ſame as in England, but the inha” 
bitants are but thin, there being but few town® 
(St. John's excepted) on the whole iſland. 
Here he worked at his buſineſs as a carpenter, 
in repairing fiſhing- boats, and other craft that 
were employed in that ſervice, but he ſo laviſh- 
ly ſpent what he earned, and run himſelf fo 
much in debt, that he was under a neceſſity of 
getting on board a ſhip in the night-time, bound 
to Barbadoes, or he muſt have been put into 
priſon. IJ his veſſel landed him at St. Michael's, 
which is the capital of Barbadoes, and is the 
beſt peopled of any of the American iſlands that 
he had ever been at, and proviſions. are to be 
had there, if a man has where withal to purchaſe. 
Here he uſed to drink ſuch draughts of rum, that 
he was twice taken up for dead, by his im- 


moderate drinking. This way of life he con- 


tinued 'till he was obliged to quit the iſland for 
his bad behaviour. He had faited in many parts 
of the American Seas, and the laſt place he 
came from to England was Ha'ifax, in Nova 
Scotia, where he had woiked ſeveral years, as a 
ſhip carpenter, but with no greater reputation 
than he had done in different parts of America. 
He came over in the King's Fiſher, a Merchant 
ſloop, commanded by Captain Waddilove, and 
received between ſeven and eight pounds when 
he came into the River Thames, which he 
fpent very profuſely amongſt very bad company 
in Rotherhithe and Wapping, When this 
trifle of money was exhauſted, and beſt part of 
his cloaths either pawned or fold, he got into a 
gang of men that *are e in rigging ſhips 
in the river; but being diſcovered to be a great 
pilferer, he was diſmiſſed from that employ, 
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having been detected in purloining ſome ſhip 
ſtores, of which other men were ſuſpected. He 
then made a voyage to Rotterdam, which was 
Os only one he made fince he came to Eng- 
and. 
 Aﬀeer this he got employment in ſome of the 
ſhip-builders yards on the river, but behaving 
very indifferently, he was diſcharged, and then 
commenced ſervant to a bomboat-man, who 
fold things on the river, but his maſter, being as 
great a rogue as the man, got into priſon for re- 
ceiving goods that had been ſtolen on the River 
Thames, a ſhort time ago. | 
Some weeks ago he procured lodgings at the 
deceaſed's, Mr. Knight's, at Rotherhithe, 
where he had not lodged long before he was 
determined, as ſoon as an opportunity offered to 
murder the whole family, which conſiſted only 
of the maſter and miſtreſs, {who were ancient 
people) and their ſervant maid : And as he was 
a ſtout luſty raw-boned fellow, he imagined 
he ſhould meet with but a feeble refiſtance; as 
to the maid, he could not find out where ſhe 
lay, or ſhe would have certainly ſhared the un- 
happy fate of her maſter and miſtreſs. The 
old gentlewoman, he ſaid, he firſt murdered, by 
cutting her throat, and giving her ſeveral 
wounds in the breaft and body, three of which 
(as the ſurgeon ſwore on the trial) would have 
proved mortal, if her throat had not been cut. 
The old gentleman he murdered, by almoſt cut- 
ting off his head with a faw that he found in the 
bed-chamber, (having miſlaid the knife.) He 
could not particularly tell the hour in which 
| he did the murder, for it was ſome time before 
he had finiſhed plundering the houſe, RI” 
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the drawers, and putting on ſome of the linen 
and cloaths of the deceaſed :: he ſupplied his 
pockets pretty n with money, and 
thinking he had got ſufficient to ſupport him, 
he went out of the houſe, and purpoſed to go 
down the river, to effect which he went to 
Billingſgate, in order to get on board a boat to- 
go to Graveſend, or elſewhere, that he might 


be out of the reach of his purſuers, before the 


people in the neighbourhood had got an alarm 
of the murder; but he was at that time ſo 
much in liquor, and his conſcience ſo much 
touched at what he had done, that he became 
fenſeleſs and ſtupid, and knew not which way 
to ſteer his courſe to avoid falling into the hands- 
of Juſtice. In ſhort, he was ſo much jintoxi- 
cated, that he could not particularly tell the 
circumſtantial particulars of the murder. 
On Monday in the afternoon, being the 27th 
of March, he was conveyed in a coach from the 
New-Gaol, and re-examined before Mr. Gillam, 
but no perſuaſions could induce him to confeſs: 
theſe horrid tranſactions, he perſiſting to charge 
innocent perſons with the murders and robbery, 
though Juſtice Gillam, and another worthy 
Magiſtrate, Nicholas Leach, Eſq; of Rather- 
hithe, did all in their power to bring him to a 
confeſion of his crime, and paar, with 
him to eaſe his conſcience, and clear the inno- 
cent, whom he had accuſed, by making an in- 
genuous confeſſion, but all their remonſtrances. 
had no effect upon him; notwithſtanding the 
moſt ſtrong and corroborating circumſtances p- 
peared againſt him. | | | 
It is ſomething very extraordinary, that this 
unfortunate wreteh could not be brought to a 
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confeſſion of this horrid fact before he came to 
Kingſton to take his trial at the aſſize there, 
When he was conveyed down in the waggon 
with the other priſoners, he appeared deeply 
affected, and ſometimes wept, and refuſed to 
hold up his head, on aceount of the gazing mul- 
titude, who were aſſembled in great numbers, 
in all places that he paſſed along to take a view 
of him. When he came to the Stockhouſe- 
Priſon at Kingſton, he was ſecured in one of 
the ſtrongeſt appartments in the gaol till his 
trial ſhould come on, which was expected to be 
on Saturday the gift of March; but a gentle- 
man who had uſed great diligence in the appre- 
hending and bringing him to juſtice, having got 
admittance to him in the gaol on the Friday 
afternoon, prevailed fo far with him (which no 
one could do before ſince his being in-cuſtody) 
that he was brought to make an ingenuous con- 
feſſion of the whole affair, fo far as his memory 
would permit, he being very much in liquor at 
the time of the commiſſion of the fact, which 
has been related before, and is the moſt exact 
account of the whole matter, that he was capa- 
dle of giving; for as no one elſe was witneſs. 
of the hortor of this ſtriking and tragical ſcene, 
it muſt be preſumed that what the guilty man 
faid was truth, eſpecially when ſupported by the 
evidence that appeared againſt him, which, tho” 
only circumſtantial, was the ſtrongeſt that ever 
came before a Court of Juſtice: for, in caſes 
of murder, or indeed any other capital offence, 
that comes to be tried, circumſtances are always 
admitted as evidence, ſo far as they carry auy 
weight of probability ; but if they fail in that, 
and the matter ſeems doubtfal and leans in _ 
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half of the party accuſed, in ſuch caſe, the pri- 
ſoner is acquitted of the charge.---But there 
never ſeemed a man loaded with more guilt; 
for on the Saturday morning, when he was 
brought to court, in expectation of being tried, 
he appeared the moſt deſpicable and miſerable 
creatuie that any peiſon ever ſet eyes on: be- 
ing remanded back to priſon till Monday, ſome 
well-diſpoſed perſons were admitted to pray with 
him, and to explain the enormity of his crimes, 
he being entirely ignorant of all religious matters, 
having, during the whole courſe of his life, been 
a very wicked and diſorderly liver, and had 
ſcarcely ever heard, with attention, the word of 
God, for, inftead of attending the church, he 
uſed to ſpend the Lord's day in ſome brothel or 
other, in debauchery, with infamous people of 
the ſame ftamp with himſelf, | 

It muſt be confeſſed, that when he was a- 
wakened with the ſenſe of his fin, and the hor- 
ror of his guilt, that he appeared deeply affected 
on being told, that if he launched into eternity, 
without a fincere repentance, he muft endure 
eternal torments, He ſeemed greatly grieved on 
the accuſation . he had made againſt innocent 
people, heartily and humbly aſked their pardon, 
and begged their forgiveneſs of this his great . 
offence. + | | 

This unfortunate man had been a great com- 
pany-keeper, and given to gaming very much,, 
whereby he gained money and goods of ſeveral. 
unwary perſons, both before and. ſince he came 
to London. He enticed ſervants to rob their 
maſters, and ſell the goods, and. then would. 
belp them to ſpend the money in the greateſt 
lewdneſs and debauchery. He confeed,, that: 
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he had lived in fornication, frequenting the com- 
pany and the houſes of harlots, and ſaid two 
young men (both ſailors) who he uſed to drink 
with ſuffered a ſhameful death at Tyburn but 
a ſhort time ago; and confeſſed, that it was his 
firm belief that the fin of ſabbath-breaking, 
drunkenneſs, and whoredom, did draw upon 
him that of ſhedding blood, which he acknow- 
ledged was the molt terrible of all crimes, 

He appeared fince he made his confeſſion, to 
be tolerably eaſy in his mind, and had a deep 
ſenſe of that horrid bloody fat which he had 
committed, which he loaded with all the blackeſt 
aggravations that could be, eſpecially with this 
conſideration, that, for ought he knew, he had. 
deſtroyed both the bodies and the ſouls of the 
deceaſed people, with the blow; for though he 
had ſome ſhort time allowed him by the law to 
obtain a repentance, he had not afforded the 
people he murdered one moment to beg pardon 

at the hand of God. | 3 | 
A reverend clergyman attended him in the 
Stockhouſe Priſon at Kingſton, at all convenient 
opportunities, during the-ſhort interval of time 
that was allowed for his being there, and to in- 
ſtruct him in the moſt proper way to make his 
pen with the Almighty, This gentleman's 
admonitions ſtruck very deeply on the ſpirit of 
this dying malefactor, who ſaid, that as he had. 
neglected the good word of God, he attributed 
all theſe terrible misfortunes that had come upon. 
him. He was greatly comforted when many 
texts of ſcripture, both from the old and new 
teſtament were laid before him and explained, 
and told, that by a tincere- and unfeigned re- 
pentance hg might ot tain pardon of his offences, 
; through. 
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through the merits and interceſſion of his Saviout 
and redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, | 

The evening after his condemnation theſe 
texts of ſctipture were read and explained to 
him, viz, the 14th verſe of the 5 iſt pſalm, which 
are the words of Holy David, deliver me from 
blood-guiltineſs, O Ged, thou Cod of my ſalvation, 
and my tongue ſhall ſing aloud of thy righteouſneſs. 
John vi. verſe 27. And him that cometh to me, I 
will in no ways caſt away, &c.---As were alſo 
many others, particularly the 8th chapter of 
Romans, all which he heard with great atten- 
tion, and gave thanks to thoſe that were kind 
enough to inſtruct him; and indeed it muſt be 
acknowledged, ſo far as one can ſee into the 
heart of a man, that he appeared, on the whole, 
to be heartily ſorry for his manifold fins and 
tranſgreſſions, particularly the muider for which 
he ſuffered, 85 

It was expected that Corbett, aſter he had 
received ſentence of death on the Monday, 
would have been executed at che gallows on 
Surbiton Common, neat KE ingtton; but the 
aſſizes not ending till the Tueſday night very 
late, an order was made that the priſoner ſhould 
be conveyed to the common gaol for the County 
of Surry, and there kept till Friday, 'and then 
to ſuffer purſuant to his ſentence; which ſen- 
tence was altered from diſſection, that he ſhould 
be hanged up in chains. Accordingly, on 
Wedneſday aps = about nine o'clock, he 
was brought in a Poſt-Chaiſe from the Stock- 
houſe Priton at Kingſton to the New Gaol in 
the Borough, and put into the condemned room. 
It is incredible, what a nnmber of people had 
aſſembled at Kennington-Common, expectin 
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Corbett would have been executed, it having 
been mentioned in all the news papers that his 
execution was appointed for that day. 
Soon after he came to the New Gaol he was 
viſited by a Reverend Doctor of Divinity, to 
whom, after ſome time ſpent in prayers, he con- 
felled the murders and robbery in all their hor- 
rid circumſtances, as has been before related. 
The following letter he ſent to a young 
woman at Rotherhithe, who, as he ſaid, he in- 
tended to have married, had not this ſhocking 
affair prevented it. IR 
© I hereby ſolemnly declare, and will, at the 
© laſt moment of my life, that no'perſon (only 
* myſelf) was the perſon that did the murder of 
Henry Knight, and Ann, his wife; and [ 


hope to God, for the prayers of all good 


s chriſtian people. I own that I am willing t 
die for theſe murders, and juſtly deſerve the 
execution of the ſentence that has been paſſed 
< upon me, My dear Hannah B--dle, I hope 


to God, you, and your father, will join with 


© the reſt of your friends, to pray for my de- 
< parting ſoul, that it may be at reſt. So, my 
dear, this is the laſt, from your dying friend, 
| WILLIAM CORBETT. 
I aoknowledge that I endeavoured to fet the 


| houſe on fue. 


Nothing very material occured, during the 


confinement of Corbett in the New-Gaol, after 


he was brought from Kingſton, except this 
circumſtance: a penny cord was found in his 
trowſers.; and being aſked what he, prapoſed to 
do with it, he gave an evaſive anſwer, and ſaid 


he had brought it with him from Kingſton; 


and would give no further account of that 


As 
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As there had been many idle reports propa- 


gated, and indeed ſome filly papers publiſhed - 


1n print, that Corbett had been guilty of ſeveral 
murders, beſide that of Mr. Knight and his 
wife, theſe queſtions were propoſed to him. 

1. Whether he had murdered his wife and 
two children in the Weſt-Indies ?-- his reply 
was, it is a falſe accuſation :I never had 
any wife in the Weſt-Indies, nor did I ever 
commit any murder there.” 

2. If he was concerned in, or had any know- 
ledge of, the murder of Suſanna the widow of 


Leonard Walker, who was murdered five years 
ago at Rotherhithe, of Which murder her 


neice, Mary Edmondſon, was convicted and 


executed? ---his reply was, I am innocent of 


that affair ;---I was abroad, far from England, 


at that time.“ | od NS 
3. Was you concerned, or have you any 


knowledge of the murder of Mr, Watſon, 
late the Toll-Collector at Mary-le-Bonne Turn- 
Pike, who was murdered ſome time ago?---his 
anſwer was, I ama ftranger to that part of 
London, and conſequently do not know any 


thing of the matter.” 


And, notwithſtanding the different reports 
about town (fince the conviction of this man) 
of his having been guilty of other murders, 
beſides thoſe Pr which he ſuffered, he declared 
that he never had done any murder before this 
unhappy affair of Mr Knight and his wife : 
but he owned that he had committed divers 
petty felonies, and mean robberies, both in 

neland and America, but nothing capital, 
as he apprehended, to the beſt of his know- 


| ledge, 


Vol. IV. E e On 


314 Trial of Joh Pamer, 


On the day of execution, a little after eleven 
in the morning, he was conveyed in a cart from 
the New-Gaol to Kennington- Common, and 
there executed. He confeſſed the murder of 
Mr. Knight and his wife, acquitted every one 
of the charge, as principals or acceſſaries, in 
that cruel affair. After about ſixteen minutes 
ſpent in prayer he was turned.off, to account to 
that awful and tremendous judge who knows 
the ſecrets of every heart. When the body was 
cut down, it was brought back to the New- 
Gaol, to be fixed in irons, and early the .next 
morning it was hanged up on Galley-Wall, 
near Mill-Pond-Bridge, in the New -Road lead- 
ing from Rotherhithe to Deptford. 
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T OQHN PRINCE was indicted, for feloniouſſy 
J forging and counterfeiting a certain bill of 
exchange, for the payment of 125 l. and pub- 
liſhing the ſame, well-knowing it to have been 
forged, with intent to defraud Robert Mackoun, 
„ | Du, bride 
, The ſteps, by which this well-known of- 
fender was brought to juſtice, are remarkable: 
he was apprehended, about the 12th or 13th of 
September, on account bf a fraud only, at the 
ſuit of Mr. Richard Marſhe, hoſier, near 
Temple-Bar, for obtaining from him a parcel 
of filk hoſe, by falſe pretences. It was no eaſy 
taſk to lay hold of a man long practiſed in 
much greater frauds, and yet evading the hand 
of juſtice, Prince (who always flattered 72 
þ ſelf, 
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ſelf, and looked on his own actions in the moſt 
favourable light,) ſaid, he had not fair play 
on that occaſion. At leaſt, he was inclined to 
think ſo, becauſe the . conſequence of his being 
taken up for this fraud; brought to light a worſe 
crime, which proved fatal to him. ſaid Mr. 
Marſhe had taken out warrants againſt him, and 
way- laid him in three or four counties, as well 
as the city of London; that about this time he 
was feen caſually paſſing through Heet-Street, 
by Mr. Marſhe, who purſued. him, with an hue 
and eiy of ſtop thief, and was taken in a pub- 
lick houſe under that character, where he 


ſtepped in for ſhelter ; whereas; ſaid Prince, he 


had no right to conſider me as a thief, but only 
his debtor. However, he was taken before Sir 
John Fielding, and being examined, was com- 
mitted to the Gatehouſe, Weſtminſter, Septem- 
ber the 13th 1763, for obtaining from Richard 
Marthe, by falſe pretences, ſilk hoſe to the value 
of 131. and upwards. By this time the tranſ- - 
action of the forgery began to be looked after 
by the injured: party, and, like a mine, was 
ready to be ſprung, and, involve the miner in 
its ruin. Prince was now advertiſed to be re- 
examined the 15th, at the very time Mr. 
Mackown was.. meditating how to proſecute 
this forgery; who ſeeing the advertiſement in - 
a news- paper, which. he took. up in a coffee- 
houſe, attended at Sir John's, and produced 
this bill. Prince being examined on it, ſaid, 
Bricklen (the ſuppoſed drawer of the bill,) was 
gone into Yorkſhire. It now probably appeared 
before the Magiſtrate, by the ſame evidence, 
afterwards given-on tryal, that Prince had told 
the profecutor two different ſtories about the 
3 Ee 2 drawer 
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drawer of this bill; the firſt was, that Bricklen 
and Co. were great diſtillers and brandy-mer- 
chants, living near the watch-houſe, in Moor- 
nelds; that they ſerved Orche ton, the accepter 
of the bill, who then kept the Roſe Tavern, in 
urſitor Street, with rum and brandy. This 
being proved falſe, on enquiry, no ſuch perfons. 
as Bricklen and Co: to be found, and Orcterton. 
gone afide; the ſecond ſtory was, that Biicklen 
in truth was an outlawed. ſmuggler, but was 
worth three or four thouſand pounds, and the 
bill would be paid when due, and thet he lodged. 
in ſome lane or alley near Moorfie ds. I his 
was equally true with the former; and now, 
being urged by the neceſſity of the caſe, to 
produce this drawer of the bill, he ſaid he lived 
in the country, and was gone into Yorkſhue 
The bill was to this purport: 
. London June \Þ 1763. 
«© Three months after date pay to Mr. John 
© Prince, or bis orcer, the ſum of one hun- 
* 'dred twenty five pounds ſterl. and place the 
*« ſame to account of, 47 
Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 

ES G. Bricklen and Co.” 
«To Im. Orcherton, at the Roſe 
Tavern, Curſitor Street. 

« Accepted, William Orcherton.“ 

This bill had been paſſed by the priſoner to 
the profecutor, inſtead of 100 l. caſh, payable 
by way of depoſit to bind a bargain and ſale of 
an eftate, near Long Ford, Middleſex, in the 
Windfor road, about 15 miles from London. 
The terms of this ſale had been agreed upon in 
a memorandum, of which the ſeller had given 
the buyer a copy, ſigned by him. On diſ- 

| .. | covery 
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covery that the bill was bad, the former would 
have returned it to the latter, on condition of 
recovering his memorandum again; but this was 
wilfully and obſtinately refuſed by Prince, who 
inſiſted on his bargain ; for that he had friends 
who would raiſe him the money when the bill 
became due. The bill was now due nine days. — 
before this examination, as. appears by the date 
in the face of it; and yet neither he nor his 
friends had paid it, otherwiſe we ſhould probably 
have heard nothing of this proſecution. This 
is here mentioned to 33 the audacious 
temper and effrantzry of this priſoner, who per- 

| ſifted, after his conviction, to aſſert, “ that it 
was no forgery, but a good bill, and would, 
have been paid had it been demanded when due; 
and that it never was demanded ;” which is 
contrary to the whole tenor of the evidence on 14 
trial. But if this aſſertion had any appearance | 
of truth, it was a mere fallacious evaſion; if it 
was not demanded, it was becauſe none of the 
parties, by whoin it was payable, could be 
found, On this iſſue the prifoner himſelf put 
the affair at the time of ti-1,,exmination, when 
he pretended that Bricklen was gone into Vork- 
ſhire, and d« fired five or ſix dayjs might be al- 
lowed him till he ſhould return, or be found. 
Sir John granted him eight or nine days, and 
alfo propo'ed, if the priſoner would give him 
an account what part of Yorkſhire he was in, 
he would ſend an expreſs for him, at his own 
expence; for, as he told the prifoner, it was a 
matter that nearly concerned him; this kind 
offer was not accepted, becauſe it could not 
de complied with. At this examination Or- 
cherton, the keeper of the Roſe Tavern, in 
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Curſitor fireet, was produced. Some words 
dropt from him, which caufed him to be fecured 
as an evidence at leaſt, if not an accomplice in 
the forgery ; he fet forth, that he had known the 
priſoner only fince May laſt, that he wrote- the 
body of that bill of exchange, and accepted it 
with his own name; but G. Bricklen and Co. 
was not on it at that time, nor did he ever re- 
member to hear of that name, till he ſaw it on 
the draught with Mr. Mackoun's Attorney; 
confequently, that he had never dealt with 
Bricklen and Co. for brandy and rum, as the 
priſoner had pretended. Orcherton alſo now 
opened the pretences, by which he was drawn 
in by Prince and his aſſociates, to write this, 
. and ſome other bills of the ſame nature, to the 
amount of 500 l. Which was, to raiſe money 
for Prince to purchafe the Houte Orcherton then 
lived in, being advertiſed for ſale, and, when 
purchaſed, it was to be moitgaged for money 
to pay off theſe bills. This was to be for the 
uſe and benefit of Orcherton, to prevent his 
being turned out of the houſe. Prince was re- 
manded back to the Gatehouſe for further ex- 
amination ; but would not yet be perſuaded to 
think, or ſeem to believe, that his caſe was 
Way dangerous. In converſation between Prince 
and Orcherton, as they . were carried in a coach 
rogether, a kind of diſpute or quarrel aroſe; 
Prince charging Orcherton with giving evidence 
too ſeverely againſt him, and the other inſiſted 
it was truth: and charged him with having 
been the occaſion of great loſſes to him, by 
which he became a bankrupt; adding, ** that 
de would not think mach to be baniſhed, 
for the ſatisfaction to ke him hanged.” 
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Prince, forward to catch at any thing that might 
break the force of ſo pointed an evidence, con- 
ſidered this haſty and vindictive expreſſion, as 
ſufficient to invalidate his teſtimony; and there- 
fore had ſubpœna'd witneſs to prove it on his 
trial. But Orcherton having, of his own ac- 
cord, acknowledged ir in his croſs examination, 
and arcoumted for it by a ſudden paſſion he was 
put in, for being ſent to prifon on account of 
theſe notes, which Prince induced him to write, 
and alſo explained. himſelf, that he did not mean 
to have him hanged unleſs he deſerved it, the 
objection ſeemed to loſe its weight. | 
Prince being ſearched when charged with the 
forgery, a paper, ſeeming with ' ſecret practices 
and dark deeds, was found upon him, which, 
as it tended to conhirmy Orcherton's evidence, in 
relation, to the company that uſed to frequent 
his houfe with Prince, and their practices, was 
alſo read at the cloſe of his evidence on the trial, 
to. the purport following: An agreement be- 
* tween Samuel Fiſher, Edward Hart, George 
© White, and John Prince, coneerning dividing 
© the money that ſhould be raiſed by a bill, or 
© bitls, drawn by the priſoner, and the ex pences 
© how to be paid.” An occaſion will offer itſelf, 
in the courſe of this account, to compare ſome 
names in the aforeſaid paper with another curious 
piece dictated by Prince, and by means of 
which his, reſpite of three weeks was ob- 
tained. 8 3 7 
On his next examination before the juſtice, 
no Bricklen, no drawer of the bill being found 
or traced out, and the preſumption of a forgery 
riſing proportionably higher, he was committe 
to Newgate teward the latter end of September z 
N wnen 
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when the gaol being ſiekly, be caught the diſ- 
temper, which occaſioned his trial to be put off, 
he being reduced ſo low in health that it was 
believed he could not live to be tried. During 
this interval, there was no opportunity fer 
any one to converfe with him, he being either 

diſabled by ſicknefs, or (like the bulk of the 
other priſoners) diſinelined to think of his duty 
in the chapel, til} after trial and convictiom- 
His trial at length came on in January ſeſſions. 

Beſide what has been ſaid, it was proved, that 
all poſſible enquiry was made for Bricklen and 

Co. but they were not to be found by the pro- 
ſecutor, or his clerk, and it was proved pofi- 

tively, by an old inhabitant, of twenty years, 

near the watch-houſe, Moorfields, that no ſuch 
perſon way in that time known to live there. 
The priſoner only ſaid in his defence, that he 
tived in an alley beyond the watch-houſe, and 

produced two witneſſes, to prove they had ſeen 
the priſoner in company with a perſon of that 

name, above a year ſince, and that he was a 
dealer in horfes; and one of them believed the 
fiening of the bill to be like his hand. But this 
did not come up to the point, nor prove ſuch 
perſons as Bricklen and Co. to exiſt under the 
deſcription and character given by the priſoner, 
of the drawers of the bill, and therefore it 
was determined he had forged the perſon; 
and no ſuch perſon appearing, he was found 
. 
The Ordinary gives this account of, him: 
That it appeared from his convetſation, from his 
incapacity to read common "Engliſh with 
propriety, or Write a plain hand, that he oy 
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of a more ignorant and low-bred claſs than be 
found it his intereſt to aſſume in the ſeveral 
fcenes he had gone through, From his being 
known to have been a draper on Ludgate-hill, or 
a warehouſeman in Bread-ſtreet, one would 
form anilea of a man of ſuitable birth and edu- 

ea ion. And this pretence he ſtill endeavoured 
t ſupport; for being aſked ene day, whether 
he had ſerve] his time to a draper ? he anſwered 
no, he had learned it by being bred up and 
travelling among the woollen manufacturers ; 
th at he was born in Wiltſhire, and there edu- 
c:ted with his father, came to London at the 
a e of eighteen or twenty years, and having 
lived ſometime a rider, he then ſet up the bu- 
ſineſs on his own account. The truth is, he 
came to town a raw country young fellow, about 
twelve years ago, and was. firſt employed in 2 
conſiderable p-int-ſhop kept by Mr. O- vn, 
facing St. Sepulchre's church, as a menial ſer- 
vant, and acted as footman and porter to carry 
out parcels, and uſed to ride journeys with his 

maſter, to carry his portmanteau. In this ſer- 
vice he was thought to. be rather heavy and 
ſtupid, than capable of thoſe pranks, which 
he has ſince had a part in playing off. When 
be had lived here about a year, he got another 
place at a Draper's and Sale-ſhop in Houndſ- 
ditch, and from thence he moved to a like 
place in Dury lane, much in the ſame capacity. 
In theſe two latter places he learned ſo much 
of the buſineſs as to open a ſhop for himſelf 
on Ludgate-Hill, which much ſurprized all who 
knew him from his beginning; and puzzled 
them to account, whence the capital ſhould ar- 
tiſe to enable him to venture on ſuch. a houſe. 


Bur 
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But this blaze, having ſerved his turn, was ſoon 
extinguiſhed, and the houſe ſhut up in darkneſs. 
This is (aid to have been about the year 1760. 
His next ſtep was to remove to Godalming in 
Surrey, where, cut of the ſpoils already picked up, 
he dealt in corn and flour to London, having 
purchaſed a mill for that purpoſe, and was get- | 
ting money apace; this heid on for about 
eighteen months, and he told me he might have 
done well here, and continued ſo, had not ſome 
of his former companions, ever reftleſs, and 
ſeeking. whom they may devour, found him out, 
and came down to extort a ſum of money from 
him, or threatened to blow him. He not an- 

ſwering their large demands, they expoſed: him, 
as one who had been a bankrupt and in gaol, & 
He was ſoon pointed at by his neighbours and 
others (with whom he had hitherto kept up his 
credit) as one who had been ſo and ſo in London, 
and was now come-Cown to cheat the country. 
This obliged him to ſell his mill and decamp; 
and he added, that gol. of the price was ſtil] due 
to him, which he hoped they would pay his wife. 
Of her he always ſpoke with tender concern, and, 
to aggravate his ſorrows, ſaid they had three 
Children; the. laſt of whictf died of the gaol diſ- 
temper, caught by being with his mother to viſit 
him in the priſon, It is known and generally 
believed, that this convict had been too fre- 
quently and deeply concerned with ſeveral per- 
ſons, ſome of them before named in the paper 
found in his pocket when taken, in ſundry frauds 
and forgeries to procure goods, to get poſſeſſion of 
effects and eſtates on counterfeit ſecurities, and 


then raiſe money upon them, One of their moſt 


ſucceſstul methods was to put on the guiſe of 
| con- 
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conhderable dealers and perſons of property, to 
ſtrike a bargain, pay down ſome caſh in hand, 
and give bills for the reft, which, on enquiry, 
proved much like the bill for which he was con- 
victed. This he ſeemed conſcious of, when he 
endeavoured to account for his conviction on 
other principles than thoſe of juſtice and law; 
for he inſiſted on being innocent of any forgery 
in this caſe; but, ſaid he, I was unfortunately 
connected with a ſet of bad people, and had but 
a light character, and it was determined that 
fome one muſt die, and I am /imgled out to fall 
& ſacrifice, By whom and what number of men 
this was determined, he did not explain; but 
often hinted, that a. perſon concerned 1n his pro- 
ſecution was no better than he ſhould be. Se- 
veral exploits in their way are reported of 
this ſett of confederates. 
On the morning of execution, when put in the 
cart, he appeared intent on his book, and re- 
gardleſs of any thing that paſſed around him. 
Ihere were few ſpectators here in compariſon, 
and fewer at the place of execution; this exe- 
cution being ſcarce known, or expected by the 
public. 9 

When brought to the tree, he ſeemed calm and 
chearful; and owned that he was very eaſy. And 
being aſked, whether he now acknowledged -the 
juſtice of his ſentence ? he anſwered, there was no 
fraud intended, nor forgery committed; but as 
his king and country had found him guilty, he 
ſubmitted. He added, that nothing lay heavy 
.on,his conſcience, nor had he any concern, but 
that dear, worthy, good creature he left behind 
him; to whom, he aſſured me, he was married 
whatever malicious report may ſay to the con- 

| trary. 
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trary. The uſual proper devotions being per- 
formed, in which he joined and alſo the ſurround- 
ing people, he looked round with a calm coun- 
tenance, but ſeemed to want words; he then 
id. The peace of God be with you all; I wiſh 
you more grace than I have had, and not to 
came to this fad end which I have brought myſelf 
to. Then -having.received the laſt benediction, 
he quietly reſigned his life and ſuffered his ſen- 
tence, 
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The Trial of W LLIAMd Lewin, and Hew- 
. ay FosstT, for Privately Stealing. 


| LLIAM LEWIN and HENRY FOS 
VV SET were indicted at the Old Bailey, 
March g, 1764, for ftealing 12 pounds of bohea 
tea, 5 pounds of gree-tea, 4 pounds of wax- 
candles, &c. 
John Langrig. I am a headborough of St. 
 Glles's pariſh. Between the 7th and 8th of 
March, I was with Mr. Marſden: I took Lewin 
ſomewhere by Golden-lane : he had a bag with 
Him: I aſked him what was ther-? he ſaid it was 
tea: we examined it, and there were three 
parcels of tea, a parcel of coffee, pins, fans, 
And other things: we had an information againſt 
him. 

George Ringwood, I Ine in Cheapſide, by Foſ- 
ter-lane ; Iam a fan maker. I had an order to 
deliver forty-two fans to Mr. Lamden, in the 
Poaltry, to be ſent to Chicheſter, with ſome of 
his things; there is my hand-writing with them, 
( Forty-two fans produced) : here is my bill of — 

| | cels; 


for Receiving ſtolen Goods, 325 
cels ; thoſe are the ſame I delivered to Mr- 
Lamden, by her order, and packed with his 
goods, to be ſent by Mr. Quinnell, the waggo- 
ner, to Chicheſter. 

Richard Hill. J am fervant to Mr. Walington. 

[ carried a parcel of wax- candles, by my maſ- 
ter's order, to Mr. Lamden's, at the corner of 
Grocer's alley, to be packed up with his goods, 
to go to Chicheſter : (A parcel of candles produced) 
theſe are part of them : dere is my hand- writing 
on them. 

Edu d Lumden, 1 hs china and glaſs-ſhop. 
There werelome teas and other goods that fold to 
Mrs. Jowel at Chicheſter; ſhe had bought ſome 
other things, and deſired I would pack them to- 
gether, an =. ſend them by the waggon : and by 
the appearance of theſe things produced here, 
theſe ſeom to be the goods (he takes up ſome, empty 
bags) : theſe | believe to be the bags the teas 
were in: the teas are re- delivered, in- order that 
they ſhould not be ſpoiled: here: is one or two of 
them with my mark on them: the ſize alſo an- 
ſwers: they were put into a hox: there was a 
parcel N to be fans, and another parcel of 
pins, oy the form of them, and ſome Wwax- lights: 
the coffee, as well as the tea, was 101d by me: 
I packed. them together, and fent them dy 
my ſervant, Humphry Thomas, to the f 
to be delivered to the waggoner, to go to hi | 
cheſter. | 

 Humphry Gone. On Thurſday, the 8th 
of March, 1 carried a box to the White-hart, 
in _ Borough, to go by Mr. Quinnell's wag- 


3 2 Lr. Did you find theſe things i in a 
Vol. IV. F. Tangrig. 
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Langrig. No, 1 found them in a bag, on the 
pe. Lewin, Guilty, T 1 | 
wy oſſett, Acquitted. | 


HENRY FOSSETT a fecond time, and 
BARNARD SOLOMONS, were indicted for 
ſtealing a wooden box, and ſeventy-two pounds 
weil = of tallow candles, the property of Ro- 

+ Bull, December 4. 

olten | Feng... There was an order came to me 

on 25 $th of December, to fend a box of can- 
dles to Mr. Doltrey, a drupgiſt, in Cannon- 
ſtreet; they were ſent on the 1oth : (I live in 
Bear-ftreet, Leiceſter-fields, and am a tallow- 
chandler): my man carried them, and brought 
the money that afterngpn ; and ſome time after 
Sir John Fielding ſent ferme, and ſhewed me 
two or three candles, and aſked me if I could 
{wear to them; as to that I could not do it, but 
they ſeemed to be the ſame. | 

hn Simpſon. I live with Mr. Dolt 
boug ht the candles for Mr. Smith, of =O 
— I delivered them myſelf to Mr. Bull's por- 
ter: I believe there were fix dozen of them: 
they were directed to Mr. Smitb, ſurgeon, at 
Huntingdon. Mr. 1 is the Re | 

John Wheatley. I am porter to Mr. Robert 
Bull: he ſent me to the chymiſt's to fetch the 
candles; 1 brought them ſafe to the inn-yard, at 
the Cock, i in Alderſgate· ſtreet. I ſet them down, 
and went and told my maſter in the kitchen af 
them: he came and, ooked at them, and when 
we came to load the next morning, they were lofts 

Thomas Lleyd. Mr. Solomons, Mr. Foſſet, and 
I, took thoſe. and away, on a Saturda 4, from 
A litle before Chriſtmas, about a o'cloc 
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the Cock- inn yard, Alderſgate- ſticet. Solomons. 
bad ſeen it before, and he came and fetehed Foſ- 
ſett and 1: we went on purpoſe to fetch that, and 
carried it by turns, to a houſe on the other ſide 
Biſhopſgate, hard by Stoney-lane, where Solo- 
mbns is acquainted; We uncorded the box, and 
looked at it, and ſaw it was candles; then we 
left it there, and went to the Coach and Horſes, in 
Shoreditch, to the houſe of Richard Swift, and 
tald him what we had got; he bid us bring tbem: 
then we went to Biſhopfgate-fſtreet, and gave a 
ſhilling for a baſket, . and put che candles into it, 
and all three of us carried them to Swift's houſe, 
and be bought them: he gave us four pence half-" 
penny a pound. N N 
Foſſett. This fellow was taken up for pieking 
of pockets, when the Plince of Brunfwick was 
married: he was an evidence againſt his own 
brother, and was tried for ſtealing a handkerchief, 
William Steers.. I bought a parcel of candles o 
Richard Swift, about two days before laſt Chrift=" 
mas-eve: there were about five dozen anda 
half of them. Swift told me they belonged 


to 
Follett and Solomons ; I ſaid that was nothing to 
me, who they belong to; I was to give five-pence* 
halfpenny a pound ſor them: I gave him 308. 
tor them. | re 
2. Where did you agree for them? 
Steers. In Swift's own houſe 
9. Does Swift deal in candles? 
Steers. He ſaid they did not belong to him; he 
had them to ſell for Foſſett and Solomons. * 
Foſſett. Steers is the greateſt rogue in England; 
he bought a pocket-book and bills, which Brin 
low was tried for. | oo nr 
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the Cock, 


— Derete =# 
. N 


dis bread. Bath Guilty, 


Jahm Adams. I heard Foſſett acknowledge be- 
fore Sir John Fieldipg, that he was concerned 
with Lloyd, in taking away thoſe candles from 


Faſſett s Defence. 8 

That man is a thief-taker. I ſuppoſe they all 
belong to M'Daniel and Berry; I never was 
along with Lloyd in all my life. 


Solomon's Defence. 


1 never was in company with Lloyd in my life; 


no man ever ſaw me in that villain's company. 
For Fiſſett. | 
Fobn Townſend. J have known Foſſett twelve 
or fourteen years: I know him in the capacity 
of a drover: | never heard any thing 'amiſs of his 
character till now, N 
| For Solomons. 


Barnard Meſes. I have known Solomons above 
fourteen or fifteen years: he bears a very honeſt 
good character, and —_— worked honeſtly fas 

ranſportation. 
RICHARD SWIFT was indicted for re- 
ceiving the ſaid candles, well knowing them tõ 
have been ſtolen. - er: ory ; 
| The ſame evidence was produced on this trial ta 


prove the fat. 
*, Priſoner's Defence. | 

In regard to Mr. Steers, he, about fourteen 
months ago, was tried for ſtealing three India 
bonds of an hundred pounds each; he brought 
people to ſwear he bought them of a Jew ; be got 
diſcharged from it, and fince that he has turned 
evidence, ſinee he brought people to perjure them- 
felves. He was an evidence laſt ſeſſions againſt 
Dick Hitchin, I had no occaſion to g0 and buy 
A | candles 
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candles to ſell again; as I kept a public-houſe, I 
could Duſe them Myſelf, Mr. Fielding owes 
me a grudge ; he. advertiſed me ten guineas le- 
ward ; de orice offered to allow me 5dl. a year to 
de one of his informers; this is the 5th time I 
have been here; and never nobody appeared againſt 
me before. Lloyd bas been taken up for picking 
of pockets, and ſias been five weeks in the Gate- 
houſe. I heard at the Blakeney's-head, that Sir 
John faid; if it coſt him 5o0l. he would never 
leave mel till he had tranſported me. Bneyer ſaw 
one of theſe candles; the candles were. found in 
d Steers's Hduſe; he buys ſtolen goods 3* he proves 
it; laſt ſeſſions he bought all the hats ftolen out 
of Lombard-ſtreet. „ 

1 f ] ͤJ.. 
Juobn Park, I believe I have known Mr. 

Swift 14 67.85 hen.. 
2. What is his general character :- 
Par I have heard people ſay a good deal of 
harm, and a good deal of good of him; he has 
been at my houſe five hundred times; I never 

knew any harm of him, - PE: 
Robert Sheets, I have known him about fix 
ears; I never knew any harm of him in my life; 
| uſed to ſaw out his box-wood for him; he is 
an ivory turner, and uſed to make fiſhing- reels. 

He was tranſported for fourteen years. 
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